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PREFACE. 



•^ F all the Wars that were ever fcen or heard of in this Age, whether national or 
y,^ civil, that of the Jews with the Romans was certainly the moft confiderable : 
And there are feveral Pretenders to the writing of the Story, Some take up' their Materia- 
als barely upon truft and Hearfay, v ithout any Knowledge at all of the Matter in quef- 
tion. And there are fome agairj, thvit fpitcfully ftifle and difguife the evident Truth of 
Things, with partial Rep'^rcs and fallc Gioffcs; more like Orators than Hiflorians^ in 
favour of the one Side, or the other, as the FacStion (lands affedted, without any Re- 
gard to the good Faith vv Reputation of the Work. 

Upon this Confidcration, I Jofeph, the Son of Matthias, an Hebrew born, and a 
Prieft of Jcrufalem, have now bethought myfelf of turning that Narration into Greek, 
for the common Benefit of the Subjcdls of the Roman Empire, which I formerly com- 
municated in my Mother-Tongue, to the Parthians, Babylonians, and other Barbari- 
ans, for th«ir better Information : And I (hall give farther to undcrftand, that having 
firft borne Arms for the Jews againft the Romans, I found myfelf afterwards, under 
fome fort of Nectffity to intereft myfelf in their Service. 

This terrible War br,ikc out upon a Nick of Time, when the Romans were all 
embroiled among thanielves : And the Jews, being ftrong, rich, and feditious, wanted 
neither M(.n, Money, nor Good-will, to improve the Opportunity : Which they en- 
flamed into fo defperate a Tumult, that they did not only flatter themfelves with the 
Hope of carrying all before them ; hut, at the fame Time, ftruck whole Nations in 
the Eaft, with an Apprehenfion of being totally over-run : For the Jews, as well thofe 
beyond Euphrates as the reft, were all in a Confederacy to rife as one Man. The 
Gauls were alio in motion upon the Borders of Italy ; the Germans unquiet ; and, 
in one Word, every thing in Confufion upon the Death of Nero : Some fetting up 
for the Empire itfclf ; others for making their Fortunes by a Change of Government, 
the Soldiery as well as the reft, and all bent upon Innovacion^ 

In this State of Affairs, I reckoned myfelf bound in Honour and Confcience, to 
vindicate fo many important Truths from Impofture and Miftake : And after having 
inftrudted the Parthians, the Babylonians, the moft remote of the Arabians, the Jews 
on the other Side oi the Euphrates, and ths Adiaheni, in ajuft AcL-ount of the Rife, 
Progrcfs, and Event of the War; not to fuffer the Greeks, and fo many of the Ro- 
mans. that. had nothing to do in the Contiovcrfy, to be impofedupon by Flatteries and 
Fiftions, and to continue wholly ignorant upon the miin. 

Eat with what Face Ihall People cry up that for Hiftur ;•, wliich has neither S(^l^\h 
©or Connc«5lion in it ; nor fo much as one Syllable, in my Opinion, that makes fr.r 
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their Purpofe? As if they could not do honour fufficient to the Romans, without vili^ 
fy ing the Jews. Now I^o not underftand the Glory of triumphing over a weak Ad- 
veriary« Why were they not afliamed rather, of being fo long about it? Confidering 
the mighty Power of the Romans, with the Fame and Condu£t of their Generals ? 
which is all lefTened, if, upon the gaining of their Point, they derogate from the 
Ijravery and Refolution of thoie they have overcome. 

Far be it from' me at laft to enlarge upon the Exploits of the Jews, as others do 
upon the Romans ; for the Thing I pretend to, is to do right indifferently to both 
Parties, without adding or diminidiings to fay no more than I am abk- to prove; and 
to content mylelf in the Confcience of an adfcdtionatc and tender Afflidlion for the 
Ruin of tQy Country: But we were undone by our own Diviiionb; and then for. the 
burning of the holy Temple, it was the Tyranny ot our own Governors, that forced 
the Romans, how much focver . againft their WiLs, upon that Extremity. Witnefs 
Titus Cxfar bimfelf, under whofc Command the Thing was done. How did he com- 
panionate us all along, when he faw how we were torn to Pieces by inteftine Fadtions, 
even to the Degree of fufpending the final Deftrudion of the City, when he might 
have laid it in ^(hkss out pf hand : And all this on purpole to give the Authors of 
the War, Time to bethink themfelves and repent. It it (hall be objected, that in this 
Pailion and Bitteroefs of mine againil the OpprefTors and Spoilers of my Country, I 
have paiTed the Laws and Bounds of an Hiflorian, 1 have nothing to offer, but the 
Violence of an ungovernable Sorrow in my Excufe. For of all the Places that ever 
fell tinder the Dominion of the Roman Empire, Jerufalem was undoubtedly the City, 
that had thi. greateft Share in both Extremes, by Turns, of Glory and Mifery : From 
the Creation of the World, in fine, to this Inilant, never any thing came near it. 
And for a farther Aggravation of the Calamity, we laid violent Hands upon our- 
felves, which makes the Cal'e yet more inconfolable. Now if any Man (hall think 
me too fenfible in fo deplorable a State of Things, let him diflinguifh betwixt the 
tragical Circumilances of the Story, and the good-natured Infirmities of the Author. 

Upon this Occafion, I cannot but blame and wonder at feveral eloquent Men among 
the Greeks, to fee them only By-flanders and Eye-witne0es of the moft memorable 
Revolution for War and military Actions, that ever appeared under the Sun, without 
concerning themfelves in any Memorials of the Hiflory : Nay, which is worfe, and 
derogating at the fame Time from the Ability of others, that were willing to perform 
that Ofiice ; never coniidering that what they fall fhort of in Capacity and Talent, ia 
fupplied abimdantly. by Humanity and Good- will. And yet thefe cenibrius Critics^ 
can take upon them at the fame Time, to compile Hidories of the Medes and Afly- 
rians, though done already to their Hands by ancient Writers; to whom they are as 
much inferior fcr Style and Matter^ notwithftanding this tacit Reproach, as for Dtfign. 
But their Way of writing was to report what they had fccn ; fpeak upon Knowledge ^ 
and to be as good as their Words 5 without laying thLmfelvcs open to the Scandal of a 
Contradi(ftion» by any Dilguilc or fahe Suggeftion whatever. Ic is the Part of a faith- 
ful and a judicious Hiftorian, to furnifli hnnfclf with Materials ihat are new and not 
cemmoni and fo to tranlm'it the Memorials of his own Time down to Poftcrity. 

Now 
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N&99 til at Man cannot propcrl/be (aid to be a Man of Skill and Induilry, that only 
tiranfpofcs, like a Plagiary, the Order and Difpofition of another Man*s writings: But 
&c rather that obliges the World with an intire Body of Hiftory, that is all new, and 
his own. It has coH: me a great deal of Money and Labour, being a Stranger, to 
ftirnifh both 'Greeks and Romans with a Memorial of TranfaAions wprthy to be 
known. But for the Greeks themfelves, though their Mouths are open enough either 
upon the Subjedt of Controverfy or Profit, yet in the Matter of Hiftory, which re- 
quires Truth and Paihs, they are all as mute as Fiflies : Leaving it to a Company of 
pitiful Wretches, that underftand nothing at all, to manage the Province of Hiftori- 
ans, and communicate to the World the Lives and Adtions of Princes. But jhc good 
Faith of Hiftory is neverthelefs venerable with us, though the Greeks ifndernRue it. 

I might give you an Account here of the Original of the Jews, what they werc^ 
how they came to leave -/Egypt, what Countries they paiTed through in their Wanderings^ 
where they inhabited, how long and how often; and when and whither they went 
from thence: But at this Time, and in this Place, it would be both fuperfluous and 
unfeafonable ; in regard that the Story has been fo faithfully delivered over and over 
already, by feveral of our own People, and as candidly tranflated by fome of the Greeks 
into their own Tongue. I (hall begin my Hiftory, where their Writers and our Pro- 
phets left off. As to the Conduft of the War, which I was an Eye-witnefs of, I (hall 
be as copious and particular as is pofTible; but for what pafted before my Time, I 
fhall he more ftiort and general. 

The Method I propofe to myfelf, ftiall be to fet forth how Antiochus, firnamed Epi^i 
phanes, after the forcing of Jerufalem, and keeping poftcffion of it for three Years and 
a half, came to be driven out by the Sons of Afmonaeus. And afterwards, upon a 
Conteft betwixt the Succeftbrs who ftiould govern, how the Romans, under the Com- 
mand of Pompey, made their Advantage of that Divifion : And how Herod, the Soa 
of Antipater, with the Help of Sofius the General, put an End to the Power of the 
Afmonsan Line. 

In the next Place, how after the Death of Herod, and under the Reign of Auguftua, 
there happened a popular Revolt ; Quintillius Varus being at that time Governor of 

^ Jud^sea. I ftiall likewife treat of the War that broke out in the twelfth of Nero: 

I And what pafted under the Command of Ceftius, with the notable Exploits of the 

? Jews, upon their firft entering into Arms. 

Their fortifying the Borders upon the Difafters of Ceftius, and Nero's putting Vef. 

f paftan in the Head of the Army, for fear of the main Chance : How this General, 
with his eldeft Son, entered into Judaea with a mighty Army of Romans -, the Defeat 

? of a Body of Auxiliaries, that were fcattered all over Galilee, with the Number of 
the Slain : How he took fome of their Towns by Force, while others furrendered. 
I ft) all deliver nothing, in fine, but upon Sight, and certain Knowledge : With a Ref- 

^ pe£t to the Roman Management of War ; their Government and Difcipline ; the 
Bounds and Content of both Galilees, the Condition and Linaits of Judxa ; the par« 
ticular Quality of the Soil ; the Lakes and Fountains ; what Towns were taken i and 

I the Miferies they endured hy Fire and Sword. I ftiall do all this, without fupprefting 
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any Part of my own Mtsfbrtimes ; wherein I doubt not of being beHcved^ for I write 
to thofe that know I fpcak the Trurib. 

My next Point will be, to fliew how the Tidings of Nero's Death coming to VeA 
jp9i»n» juftashe was pefting away to Jerufalem; (the Jews at that Time being very 
low) the Affairs of the Empire diverted him, and called him away to Rome. I (hall 
take notice a!fo of the Prefages he had of his future Greatnefs ^ the Changes he found 
there ; and the SoMiery declaring him Emperor, even againf)- his WilL 

Hqw upon hi^ going into Mgygt to give neceflary Orders, the Jews brake out into 
It violent Sedition; the Slavery they endured under tyrannical OppreiTors; and their fierce 
AnStooflks one againA another ; how Titus, upon his Return into j£gypt, made two 
Inroads nito Judsa ; how he levied an Army ; where he drew them up, and in what 
Poriji of Battle. 

How many defperate ComffK>tions he had feen in Jerufalem with his own Eyes. The 
Number of his Approaches ; the Strength and vaft Bignefs of his Works ; the Com- 
paft ^d the Thicknefs of the three Walls ; the Fortifications of the City,,and likewife 
of thQ Temple; the Figure and the Dimenfions of the Altar: All this (hall be 
exa^ly and rafthfulTy reported. And fo for our folemn Fei^ivals, and the Ceremonies 
that attend theiii ; the feven iorts of Purification ; the Offices of the prieftly Fundion ; 
the facerdotal Robes ; ahd all that is facred belonging to the holy Temple. Nothing 
bf this (hall be either ahered or omitted ; but punctually fet down without making it 
iQorc or lefs. 

; I (hatt then oomo to the Cruelty of our Governors, towards thofe of their own Tribe 
and ProfeijSon ; ajnd to the Hunifcanity of the Romans ; even towards Strangers ; and 
ihew how often, and how generoufly, Titus, out of an honourable Dcfign to fave both 
the Temple aod the City, prelTed and invited the Jews to come to an Agreement among 
theiQitlves. 1 (ball inlarg^e alfb upon the Sufferings and Calamities of the People, and 
the vatiety of Affli6Hons they laboured under, one whilt* by War, another while by Sc« 
dition, apd then again by Famine, till in the End they were made Prifoners : Neither 
Ihatt I pafs over (he Deftrudlion of the Fugitives, or the Tormebts. inflifted upon thofe 
that were taken. 

I fhall not forget the Conflagration of the Tempk, againit the very Will a^d Liking 
of C&far himfelf: The facred Treafure of ail S<M'ts that was there confumed; the Re* 
m-iuder of the City laid wholly in Afhes; The Prodigies and Portents that preceded 
tbe captiva^Bg of our tyrannical Maflers, and the Slavery of the People that were car-j 
ried ^way ; with an Account of their refpeftive Adventures, the eager Puriuit of tbofcj 
(hat efcaped the Dint of the War ; and the razing of the Retreats and Habitations dl 
the Conquered down to the Ground. I (hall lay fomewhac likewite of Titus's Progrcii 
through the Country, to put Things in feme fort of Order again ; and then of his Re 
turn into Italy, and of his Triumph, 

Thefe are the Heads of the ftven following Books ^ which I have v^kten for tU 
fekc of Truth, not Diverfion ; in confidence^ that no Man that know« any thing either 
of Bufi efs or of this War, will blanie me for it, I (hall only refer the Reader to 
the Chapters for the Order of the Work. 

F L A V I U 
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WARS of the JEWS. 



B O O K I. 

'From the taking of Jerufalem hy Antiochus Epiphanes, to the Death of 
Herod the Great ; containing the interval of i6y Tears. 



* 



C H A P. I. 

Antiochus and Ptolemy Competitors. Antiochus enters Judea, and takes 
Jefufalem: A crml Terfecutotcpf the ]tvi%^ aW Bacchides «i had. Mat- 
thias kills Bacchides. Judas gets the Temple ^ and reftores God's TVorflnp. 
Antiochus dies, ^tzzzx killed hy the Fall of an Elephant. \\x^% jlaia 
hy the Troops of Antiochus ► 

Sri5^^>t H E great Men of the Jews being divided into Fadions among them- 
I^S^'^^V^^S^ijr^ felvcs, upon an Impulfe of Honour (for Men of Dignity and Power do 
^wf *()((Vt iiot naturally love to be fubjedted to their Equals); and this happening 
H^> ^^ ^^ * Time when there was a Competition a-foot betwixt Antiochus Epi- 
IaIt *in«ni^^ phanes, and Ptolemy the Sixth j Onias, one of the Hlgh-Pricfts,,got the 

?*???S better of it, and drove the Son« of Tobias out of the City; who wpHed 
themfelves to Antiochus with Supplications, that he would breaV uito 
Judxa, and make ufe of them for his Guides. The King was eafily prevailed upon to 
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do the Thing his Heart was fet upon before; and £o he marched into Judxa with a 
mighty Army; took Jerufalem itfelf by Aflault, and put a prodigious Number of Peo^e 
to the Sword, that were fufpedcd to be Friends to Ptolemy. The Pillage in general ke 
gave to the Soldiers; rifled the Terhple himfelf, and for three Years and a half difcon* 
tinucd the Prayers and Sacrifices that were offered up daily there to Almighty God. 
The High-Prieft Onias fled to Ptolemy, who gave him Leave to baild a Temple and a 
City near Heliopolis, after the Model of that at Jerufalem; which we fliall have Occafioa 
to fpeak of elfcwhere. 

Antiochus was now Mafter of a ftrong and a wealthy City, beyond all Thought or 
Expedtatio4p his Enemies at his Feet, and all the Ravages before him of a bloody De- 
folation. But this was not yet fuflicient to put a ftop to the Courfe of an infatiable Cruelty 
and Ambition, befide the Malice he carried in his Heart for the Difficulties he fufFered 
in the Siege, to the Degree of forcing the Jews to the renouncing of their Country's 
Laws, Rites, and Religion. They were no longer to circumcife their Children, nor 
to offer any Sacrifices upon their Altars, but Hags, which the Law has exprefly for- 
bidden. This was a Barbarity that all good Men had a Horror for; and whoever diA 
covered but the leaft Rcfentment of it, was fure to die for it. Bacchides had at that 
Time the Command of Judxa under Antiochus; and the World could not have found 
him out a fitter Inftrument for his Pu:pofe, being a Man naturally mercilefs and fierce, 
and as ready to execute Mifchief, as the other could be to command it. It was his 
common Pradlice to treat Meu of Quality with Blows, like Slaves; and Jerufalem, in 
fine, was no other than the Image of a City that was taken every Day over again. This 
was his Way of Proceeding, till the infupportable Infolence provoked fome of the Suf- 
ferers to meditate a Revenge. 

Matthias the Son of Afmonacus, (of Modin) and one of the Priefts, drew out a Troop 
of his own Domeftics; (having five Sons), and armrng them with Daggers, killed Bac- 
chides, and fo withdrew immediately to the Mountains, out of Reach of the Garrifons, 
for their Security. The People came trooping in to Matthias, till he found himfelf 
ftrong enough to venture down into the Plain; where he gave the Enemy Battle, and 
forced them out of the Borders. This Succefs gave him fuch a Reputation, that the 
People, in Acknowledgment of their Deliverance, chofe him for their General; ia 
which Command he died, leaving the'Government to his eldeft Son Judas. 

Now Judas (upon a Prefumption that Antiochus would not give it over thus) got a 
confidcrable Body of an Army together of his own Countrymen : And in the firft place 

ftruck 

Cyrus the Great to rebuild their Cjiy and Temple, they were chiefly go?emcd by their High Pricft ; but after the Death 
of Alexander, when his Officers divided the fcveral conquered Provinces among^ themfelves, Jerufalem was, by treachery 
and deceit, obtained by Ptolemy King of Egypt; upon his Death, Antiochus Epiphanes, Son of Antiochus the 
Governor over Syria, an afpiring and ambitious Man, made War upon his Sons, but being obliged by the Romans to relio- 
qu'fh his Conqaefls over ihem in Egypt, he eagerly embraced the Opportunity of a Quarrel amongft the Jews about the 
• High Priefthood, turned his Forces againft their City, poflcffcd himfelf of it» and being of a greedy and avaritious Dif- 
pofiiion. pillaged it of its mod valuable Things, and greatly dillreiTed and miferably entreated the Inhabitants : This is the 
Beginning and Foundation of thofe Wars which the Jews were conftantly engaged in amongft themfelves and the neigh- 
bouring Powers, till, calling in the Afliflance of the Romans, and afterwards mutinying againft their GoTcrnorSi they were, 
by VefpaCan and Titus entirely deftroyed as a Nation. See Antiq. Book 12, c. i. 
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ftruck up an Alliance with the Romans. Antiochufi upon this made another tnfcurfion 
into Judaea, where he received a terrible Repulfe and Defeat. Judas plied his Advan- 
tagCr ind gave an Aiiault to the City-Garrifon, being as yet untouched In this Action 
the Soldiers were beaten out of the upper City (commonly called, the Holy Place) into 
the lower. Judas being now poflefled of the Temple, purified it all over, ran a Wall 
about ir, and furniihcd it a-new with all forts of Vcffcls for the Service of God's Wor- 
tfrip, the other being looked upon as polluted and profaned. He caufed to be eredted 
alio another Altar, and Sacrifices to be offered upon it: But fo foon as ever the Religion 
was reAored, Antiochus died. 

This Antiochus was followed by another of the fame Name, the Succcfibr of his Fa- 
ther's Enmity to the Jews, as well as of his Crown. He put himfelf at the Head of 
an Army of 50,000 Foot, near 5000 Horfe, and 80 Elephants, and fo fell in upon 
Judea by ihe Way of the Mountains. He took the Town of Bethfura; and paffing 
through a narrow Defile, in a Place called Bcth-zacharias, Judas engaged him in the 
Pafs; and before the Armies could join, his Brother Eleazer taking Notice of one Ele- 
phant taller than the reft, with a great Caflle upon his Back, and golden glorious Trap* 
pings, he gave for granted that the Rider muft needs be Antiochus. In this Confidence 
he advanced upon the Enemy, and made his way into their Body up to the Elephant; 
but finding that the Perfon upon him, whom he took for the King, was out of his 
Reach, he ftabbed the beaft into the Guts, and was cruftied to Death under the Weight 
of him upon his Fall ; giving only to underftand how much a brave Man valued his 
Honour above his Life. But he, it feems, that rode this Elephant, was only a private 
Man ; and if it had been Antiochus himfelf, Eleazar could have got no more by it than 
the Reputation of facrificing his Life to the very Hope of fo heroical an Exploit. This 
Difappointment was looked upon by his Brother, as a Prefag j to the Fate of that Battle *, 
for though the Jews maintained a long and an obftinate Fight, they were yet in the 
End over-borne by Numbers; and after a great Lofs of Men, Judas with the Remainder 
retired into the Toparchy of Gophnis; but Antiochus went his Way to Jerufalem : And 
after a few Days Stay, was forced to withdraw again for want of Neceflaries, leaving be- 
hind him a competent Garrifon, and fending the reft to take thctrWinter-Qnarters in Syria. 

The King being now out of the Way, Judas was not idle; but taking Heart up^ 
the Recourfe to him of feveral of his own Nation, together with thofe that had efcaped 
out of the late Battle, he encountered fome of the Troops df Arxtipchus at a Place called 
Adafa; where he made himfelf fo fignal by his Condu6l and Valoui? that being known 
in the Battle, he was opprefled by Multitudes, and fell in the Aftion, His Brother John 
did not live many Days after him, being inveigled into an Ambufli by the Friends ot^ 
Antiochus, that coft him his Life. 
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*" C H A P. II. 

Jonathan betrayed^ and put to Death by Tryphon. Simon recovers Judaea^ 
and is murdered by the Treachery of Ptolemy, /IT lot upon John, others 
ivife Hyrcanus, but difappointed. The barbarous Cruelty of Vzol^my to the 
Mother and Brothers of Hyrcanus. Aritiochus lays Sie^e to Jerufalem. 
Sebafte deflroyed by Ariftobulus and Antigonus, • 

JONATHAN fucceeded his Brother as Prince of the Jews, and behaved himfelf, 
with great Caution and Prudence towards thofc of his own Nation; ftrengthcning 
his Intereft alfo by making Friends of the Romans, and coming to a better Under- 
ftanding with the Son of Antiochus, But all this would not fcrve their 1 urn yet. 
For the Tyrant Tryphon, the Tutor of young Antiochus, had rccourfe to Treachery, 
and how he might deprive Jonathan of the Afliftance of his Friends over and above: 
So that upon Jonathan's coming to Antiochus at Ptolemais with a flender Train, Try^ 
phon feized him by furprize; and when he had him Prifoner, marched with his Army 
againft Judaea; where Simon the Brother of Jonathan beat him off, and routed him: 
Upon which he went away in a Rage, and put Jonathan to Death- 
Simon went on at the fame Rate of Cofeidudt and Courage; Gazara, Joppa, and 
Jamnia; made himfelf Mafler alfo of Accaron, and demoli(hed it; aflifted Antiochus 
againft Tryphon, who, before his Expedition into Media, laid Siege to Dora. But 
fuch was the Avarice of this King, that though Simon had contributed to the Death 
of Tryphon, by the Aid he had given him, it was not long after yet, that Antiochus 
fcnt Ccndebaeus with an Army to lay wafte Judea, and to enflave Simon himfelf. This 
Prince of the Jews was fomewhat in Years; but managed the War however with a 
Spirit of Youth and Vigour. He fent his fons before with the beft of his Troops, 
and went himfelf another Way with the reft: And having planted fcveral Ambuflies 
up and down about the Mountains, he fucceeded every where; and gained a mighty 
Vidlory : After which he was declared High-Pricft. Thus was Judsca delivered. out of 
tlic Hands of the Macedonians, after a Subjection to them of a hundred and feventy. 
Years. 

This great Man was murdered afterward at a Feaft, by the Treafon of his Son-in^ 
Law Ptolemy, who had at the fame Time his Wife and two of his Sons PriToners, 
and ordered out his Bravo's to difpatch John the Third, who was alio called Hyrcanus. 
The young Man having Notice of this Defign upon his Pcrfon, haftened away to the 
City, where he had a great many Friends, partly upon his Father's Score, out of the 
Reverence they had for his Memory, and partly out of the Hatred they bare to Ptole- 
my, for his ill Conditions. Now Ptolemy would fain have gotten into the City by 
another Port; but the People having already taken Hyrcanus into the Town, would 
not admit the other. Upon this Repulfe, Ptolemy betook hiiTifelf to the Calile of 
Dagon beyond Jericho; and Hyrcanus, being at this Time polTefTed of the facei dotal 
Dignity in SucceHion to his Father; fo fcon as ever he had facrificed^ and difcharged 

the 
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the Duties of his Funftion, he marched away prcfently to befiifgc Ptolemy in the Caf- 
tie, and to fet his Mother and his Brothers at Liberty. 

Hyrcanus advanced up to the Place, and had certainly carried it, if his Tendernefe 
and Good-nature had not hindered him: For ftill as Ptolemy found himfelf prefled, 
his Mother and his Brothers were prefently brought out and expofed upon the Wall 
for a Spectacle, with Menaces to caft them down headlong from the Battlements, un- 
lefs Hyrcanus drew off that very Moment: And thofe Menaces were accompanied 
with Blows too. Hyrcanus muft needs be tranfported with Rage and Indignation at 
fb barbarous a Treatment; but ftill the Tendernefs of Piety and Duty foftencd him 
again, on the other Hand: The Mother all this while, without any Dread, either of 
Torments, or Death, adjuring the Son'to do Juftice upon that Monfler, without any 
Regard to what (he fufFcred ; for to die by the Hand of Ptolemy, (he faid, would be 
more welcome to her than Immortality itfelf; provided only that (he and her Family 
might have Juftice done them upon that unrighteous and inhuman Wretch, Hyrca- 
nus, in fine, betwixt the Rcfolution and the Authority of his Mother, was prevailed 
upon to refume his Courage, and to profecute the AiTault. But finding that ftill as 
he repeated the Attack, on the one Side, Pitdlbmy repeated the Blows and Indignities 
on the other; his Courage failed him, and his very Heart was drowned in Sorrow. 
Thefe expoftulatory Deliberations kept the Siege fo long in Hand, that they were 
now overtaken by the feventh Year: Which, with the Jews, is a Year of Reft, as 
the feventh Day is a Day of Reft. Ptolemy finding that upon this Revolution the 
Siege was refpited, he put both Mother and Brothers to Death, and then fled to Zeno» 
otherwife called Cotylas, the Governor of Philadelphia. 

Antiochus, bearing an old Grudge in his Mind, for a Defeat Simon had formerly 
given him, carried an Army into Judaia, with a RefoUition to be revenged upon the 
Son for the Father's Sake; -and there fat down before Jerufalem, and beiieged Hyrca- 
nus in it. Hyrcanus in this Diftrcfs opened the Sepulchre of David (the richeft Prince 
that ever was;) took upward of three Thoufand Talerits out of it, and came to a 
Compofition with Antiochus for three Hundred Talents to raife the Siege. This was 
the firft Prince of the Jews that ever entertained foreign Mercenaries. 

. Antiochus having now quitted Jerufalem, and being upon the March with all his ^ 

Troops into Media; Hyrcanus took his Time, and prefently moved toward Syria, '^: 
upon Intelligence that their Towns were neither manned nor fortified; which he found 
accordingly to be true. So he took Medaba, and Samara, with divers other Places 
thereabouts; Sichem and Gazirim: He over-ran the Country of th,e Chuthites, a Peo- 
ple bordering upon a famous Temple eredled there, in Imitation of that at Jerufalem, 
He took likewife Dorion, and Marifla, and a great many other Towns in Iduma?a. 

He went afterward to Samaria, a City rebuilt by King Herod, and now called Se- -..^l 
bade. He begirt the Place on all Hands, and committed the Care of the Siege to his ' 
Sons" Ariftobulus and Antigonus; who brought them to fuch a Diftrefs for want of 
Food, that the People were forced to make fhift with that which, in truth, was not 
Man's Meat. In this Extremity they addreffed themfclves to Antiochus (otherwife 
called Afpendius) for Succour; who came readily to their Afiiftance, but to his own 
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Undoing; for the two Brothers gave him a total Orerthrow, foUov/ing him upon the 
Purfuit as far as Scythopolis : But in the End he gave them the flip. Ariftobulus and 
Antigonus returned after this to Samaria; (hut them up again, forced the City, and 
laid it in Rubbifh, carrying away the Inhabitants Captives. Every Thing Aicceeding 
thus to their Wifli, the Soldiers well difpofed and chearful, they would not fufFci 
the good Humour to cool, but in that Heat marched as far as Scythopolis : Where 
they came to a Partition of the Lands about Mount Carmel, among them. 



CHAP. III. 

The Death and CharaBer of Hyrcanus King of the Jews; and his eldefl Son 
Arfftobulus fucceeds him. A Tlot upon Antigonus, and the ^een ma- 
nages it. Ariftobulus ftarves his Mother^ and puts his Brother Antigo- 
nus to Death, yj ft range Tredi&ion of one Judas an Eflfene. Arifto- 
bulus falls into a judicial Diftemper upon his Brothers Death. The 
laft Words of Ariftobulus. Alexander fet at Liberty^ and declared 
King. Theodore defeats Alexander. Alexander takes Raphia, Gaza, 
ana Anthedon. A dangerous Mutiny. He Juhdues the Galaadites 
and Moabites; razes Amathus, and is routed by Obodas. A Battle 
betwixt Demetrius and Alexander. Eight Hundred Trifoners crucified 
for a SpeBacle. The miferable End of Ariftobulus. 

JOHN and his Sons were fo profperous in all they undertook, that in pure Spite 
and Envy, the Nations entered into Confpiracies againft them, and would never 
let them be quiet till they thcmfelves were brought to Reafon by open War. After 
that Decifion, the Remainder of John's Life and Government was eafy and happy; 
and at the End of three and thirty Years he departed this Life, leaving five Sons be- 
hind him. He was fo good a Man, that never any Creature had Reafon to complain 
cf him. A Angular Felicity! And Jje was in Pofleffion likewife of three other Advan- 
tages almoft peculiar to himfelf. He was at the fame Time a Prince, a High-Prieft, 
and a Prophet: Receiving his Revelations from God himfelf, and feldom or never 
failed in his Predidtions. As to his two eldefl Sons, he forefaw and foretold, that 
their Dominion would not laft long. It will be worth the while to write the Hiftory 
of their Lives, and to fee how fhort they fell of the Reputation and Happinefs of 
their Father. 

After the Death of Hyrcanus, Ariftobulus, the eldeft Son, tranflated the Principa- 
lity into a Monarchy, and in the firft Place fet the Crown upon his own Head. This 
was 48 1 Years and three Months after the Return of the People into Judaea from the 
Captivity of Babylon. Ariftobulus had fo great a Kindneis for his Brother Antigonus, 

that 
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.that he made him a Co-partner with him in the Royal Dignity; but the reft of his 
Brethren were taken into Cuftody, and he caufcd bis Mother to be clapped up too, 
for pretending fomc fort of Right to the Government, upon a Suggeftion that John 
had left the Regency in*her Hand: Proceeding in fhort to that Excefs of Cruelty, that 
lie ftarvcd her in the very Prifon. 

But Ariftobulus was cffcdtually puniflied for thefc unnatural Violences, in the Lofs 
of Antigonus; whom he caufcd to be put to Death, upon the Calumnies of a Fac* 
tion, whofe Bufinefs it was to make him odious. Now Ariftobulus had fo great a 
Tendernefs for his Brother (having made him, as I faid, his Companion in the Go- 
vernment) and fo fair an Opinion of him, that it was a good while before he would 
believe thofe fpiteful Stories to be any other than Forgery and Slander. But there fell 
out one Time an unlucky Accident; Ariftobulus happened to fall fick during the Ce- 
lebration of the Feaft of Tabernacles, and Antigonus, in, the mean Time, to come 
back from the Camp to Jerufalem in all his Bravery. Toward the End of the So- 
lemnity, he marched up to the Temple in an extraordinary Pomp and Drefs, with a 
Train of armed Men at his Heels; and the more glorious he appeared, the greater Ho* 
iiour (as he intended it) he did his Brother; but all this, upon an Impulfe principally 
of Devotion. The Court-Parafites and Tale- Bearers, went prefently open-mouth to 
the King upon this Occafion: " They did not underftand this Clutter of Arms and 
«• Soldiers, they faid; nor was it for a private Man to march with Troops and Guards: 
*« Neither could Antigonus have any honeft End in this Parade. But the Honour of 
" a Share in the Government would not ferve his Turn^ they faw, without the Pof- 
*« feflion of it. 

Ariftobulus was fo far prevailed upon, by little and little, though with fome Diffi- 
culty, that he bethought himfelf of providing againft all Hazards, without difcovcr- 
ing any Sort of Jcaloufy. He lodged at that Time in the Caftle of Baris, afterwards 
called Antonia: Where he fent for his Guards, and ordered them to wait for Antigo* 
nus in a certain dark Pafliige under Ground there. If he came without Arms, they 
fhould let him go; but if otherwife, they were to kill him upon the Place. Arifto- 
bulus, upon this, fends for Antigonus to come to him; but to bring no Arms along 
with him. The Queen concerted the Plot wrth the Confpirators, artfully enough, by 
engaging the King's Meflcnger not to deliver the right MefTage: But rather to tell An- 
tigonus, that the King heard of a wonderful Suit of Arms he had got in Galilee; and^ 
being at prefent a little indifpofed, he had a great Mind to fee him as foon as he could, 
and that he (hould come accoutred in thofe Arms. Antigonus (without the leaft Suf- 
picion of his Brother's good Faith and Kindnefs) made all the Haftc he could to drefs, 
and away, as if he had been to ftiew himfelf: But in the blind Paflage before fpokea 
of (known by the Name of Straton's Tower) the Guards fell upon him, and killed 
him. This Inftance may ferve for a Leflbn to us, that the Bonds of Nature, Equity, 
and Fricndftiip, are all cancelled, where the Ear is once opened to Pick- thanks and 
Tale- bearers; and that there's no trufting to Court-Favourites, 

In this Place I muft not forget a memorable Story of ope Jud^ by Seft an Eflene; 
a Man fanK)us for Divination, and one that was never YSibargedi?^; the Way of his 
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Profeflion, either with a Falfity, or a Miftake. It was his Chance to be pafiing by as 
Antigonus went through the Temple, and called out aloud (upon the Sight of him) 
to fome of his Acquaintance there within hearing (as he had Followers and Difciples 
in abundance; ** Nay then, fays he, the Lord blefs us! 'Tis e'en Time for mc to 
** leave the World. What fliould we do living any longer when Truth itfelf is dead? 
*' My Predidlion is falfe, I perceive, and I have told a Lie : For that very Antigonus 
** that was to have been flain this Day is yet living. The fatal Place where he was to 
** have been killed is Straton's Tower : Which is no lefs than 600 Stadia from hence, 
"and we are at this prefent but in the fourth Hour of the Day." After thefe Re- 
fledlions upon the Prefage, the old Man, with a Sadnefs in his Countenance that be- 
trayed the Anxiety of his Heart, flood a while mufing and thoughtful; and by-and- 
by comes the News of Antigonus's Death, in a fubterranean Paflage, bearing the fame 
Name alfo of Straton's Tower, with that of Cacfarea upon the Sea-Coaft. And this 
was it that milled the Prophet. 

The horrid Fadt was no fooner committed, but the Confcience of Ariftobulus flc\f 
in his Face, and inflamed his Diftemper : So that betwixt Horror of Thought, a trou- 
bled Mind, and the Torments of his Difeafe, his Guts came out, and he fell into a 
Vomiting of Blood. The Servants that carried it out to throw it away, caft it, by 
a moft remarkable* Providence, upon the very Place where Antigonus was llain, and 
the Blood of the Murderer fell upon the very Stains of the Blood of the Murdered. 
Some that faw and obferved it, took it to be done on Purpofe; as if it had been in- 
tended only for a kind of Oblation to the Ghoft of Antigonus. The By-ftanders gave 
fuch a Shriek upon it, that the King over-hearing it, fent prefently to inquire what 
was the Matter; and the fhyer they were of telling it, the more eager was the King 
to know it: So that, in the End, betwixt Force and Menace, they told him the 
whole Truth of the Story. This Surprize brought Tears into the King's Eyes; and 
then fetching a deep Sigh, " Well ! fays he, it was not to be expedled, that my fc- 
*' cret Sins Ihould efcape the Eye of an all-feeing God; or that divine Vengeance 
'•* fliould not follow fo horrid a Wickednefs upon the Heel. Ah! thou mifcrablc Body 
** of mine; how long wilt thoU keep my foul from doing the Juftice that I owe to 
•• my murdered Mother and Brother! Why do I not rather facrifice my Blood all at 
*' once, than drain it out at length thus Drop by Drop, to go off at laft, in the Bit- 
^ " ternefs of my Pains and Agonies, the Sport of Fortune?" With thefe Words he 
concluded his Life. 

The Widow-Queen, after the Death of Ariftobulus, fet Alexander at Liberty, and 
declared him King. He was the eldcft Son, and reputed a Prince of Moderation: 
But yet, fo foon as ever he came to the Crown, he put one of his Brothers to Death 
that afpired to the Sovereignty; but the other fubmitting to live in a private Condi- 
tion, he look him home to himfelf. 

After the taking of Afochis, by Ptolemy Lathur the King of Egypt, Alexander 
gave him Battle, and killed a great many of his Mt:n; but Ptolemy, however, got 
the Day. Cleopatra, the Mother of this Prince, forcing him away into Egypt, Alex- 
ander took Gadara by Siege; and Amathus» the faireft Caftle by much of all beyond 

Jordan^ 
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Jordan, and the Place where Theodore, the Son of Zeno, had depofited his Treafure, 
jBLtid all he had that was precious. But Theodore coming upon him before he was 
aware, did not only recover his own, but took the King's Baggage, and cut off near 
ten Thoufand Jews in the Battle. Alexander, by the Help of fome Inforcements, af- 
ter this Blow, carried the War towards the Sea-Coafts; took Raphia, Gaza, and An- 
thedon, which Herod afterward called Agrippias.^--^v. ^- ^ -c, -v, ^.>^ x. 

It is no qew Thing, where there are great Numbers of People, to have great Sedi- 
lions; as at public Meetings, Feaftings, and the like. This was the Cafe of the 
Jews againft Alexander in one of their folemn Feftivals; and it came to fuch a Height, 
that it fell little fliort of a general Revolt: So that, in his own Defence, he was for- 
ced to take Strangers into Pay; as Pifidians and Cilicians: But for Syrian Mercena- 
ries, their natural Averfion to the Jews was fo great, that he durft not meddle with 
them. In fhort, he cut to Pieces upwards of fix thoufand of the Mutineers; and 
then made War upon Arabia; where he fubdued the Galaadites and the Moabites, 
^ade them h^s Tributaries ; and fo back again to Amathus. By this Time, Theodo- 
rus being frjrfited away by the Reputation of Alexander's Sucefles, quitted the Place; 
and the otKcr finding it without a Garrifon, razed it to the Ground. 

His next Adventure was againft Obodas the King of the Arabians; who lay pofted 
in the Province of Gaulan; the fitteft Place in the World for an Ambufcade. Al(6jt- 
ander was there furprized, and driven into a deep Valley; where his People were 
cruihtd to Death in the Defiles by the Multitudes of Camels, to the Ruin, in fine, 
of the whole Army; Alexander himfelf efcaped with much Difficulty to Jerufalem; 
where he found his old Enemies more violent and implacable now than ever, fince his 
liaft Difafter. They gave him a great deal of Trouble; but upon all Encounters he 
was ftill too hard for them: Infomuch, that within the Compafs of fix Years, he dc- 
ftroyed at leaft fifty thoufand Jews; but he had little Joy of thefe Viftories, where 
he himfelf was the worfe for them. He betook himfelf, in the End, from Arms to 
Reafoning, and to attempt the Ingratiating of himfelf with his People fome gentler 
\Vay: But this Vanity and Inconftancy of his Humour, inftcad of gaining them over, 
rendered him fo odious and contemptible, that upon afking them what he could do 
in the World to plcafc them, they told him he muft die, and try what that would do; 
for they could hardly pardon him in his Grave for the Injuries he had done them in 
his Life-time, .* 

They called to their Afllftance King Demetrius Euccerus; who finding it his Inte- 
reft to come over to them, readily complied; and advancing with an Army, joined 
the Jews near Sichem. They reckoned in all three thoufand Horfe, and forty thou- 
fand Foot: And Alexander, with only a thoufand Horfe, fix thoufand mercenary Foot, 
and a matter of ten thoufand well-aflfedled Jews encountered them. The two Kings, 
before they engaged, made a Trial what Dcfcrters they could gain over from either 
Party. Demetrius applied himfelf to Alexander's Mercenaries; and Alexander to the 
Jews that followed Demetrius; in Hope of fucceeding on both Sides backward and for- 
ward. But when they faw that neither the Jews nor the Greeks were to be wrought 
upon, they put it to a Battle^ and Demetrius carried it: Not but that Alexander's 
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Mercenaries (hewed themfelves Men of Honour and Courage. This did not hinder, 
however^ but that upon the final Event of this Adtion, they feemed beyond all Expec- 
tation to have both the better of it: For fome of thofe Troops that went over to Ven- 
tidiuSy did not ftick to him; and the very Companion that feveral of the Jews had for 
their unfortunate King* tranfported fix thoufand even of thofe that had fought againft 
him, to feek him out, and join him in the Mountains, where he had taken Sanduary. 
This Turn of Humour and Fortune, gave Demetrius fuch a Surprize, for fear the 
refl of the Army (hould follow this Example, that he quitted his De{ign» and with- 
drew. But thefe Defertions of the Auxiliaries had no EfFcA yet upon the Multitude ; 
for they maintained the War flill againft Alexander, till they were all lofk: One Part 
of them cut off, and the remainder driven into Bemezel; where they were all made 
Prifoners, and carried to Jerufalcm. But we fhall now fee how far the ungovernable 
Rage of an impetuous Pailion will tranfport People, when they come once to abandon 
the Meafures of Honour and Virtue, Alexander made a Treat for his Concubines; 
and one Part of the Entertainment was the Spedfcacle of eight hundred Prifoners upon 
the Crofs in the Middle of the City, having firft cut the Throats of their Wives 
and Children before their Faces, This execrable frightful Tragedy was prefentcd for 
a Diverfion to Alexander and his Women, in the Height of the Debauch : but then 
it^ruck the Party with fo afloniQiiug a Terror, that eight thoufand of the Inhabit- 
tants fled their Country next Night, and never came back again till after the Death 
of this Prince. Bythefe inhuman Methods, he came at lafl, with much ado, to fettle 
bimfelf and his People in fom'eVort of Quiet. 



CHAP. IV, 

Ancioclius furprized by Aretas. ^ bloody Battle^ and Antiochus routed 
and jlain. Aretas joins with Damafcus. Alexander s JVars^ Exploits^ 
Sicknejsy and Death. He leaves the Regency to his Wife Alexandra, 
and two Sons Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus. Hyrcanus is advanced to the 
Pontificate. The CharaBer of the Pharifees. Their Envy and Tyran- 
^ Alexandra governs the People; and the Pharifees Alexandra. A- 
lexandf a falls fick and dies^ leaving the Command to Hyrcanus : But Ari- 
ftobulus takes the Government upon him^ and his Wife and ^ons are made 
"Prifoners in Antonia^ The two Brothers come to a Battle^ and A rifto- 
bulus carries it. They compound afterwards^ and agree. 

THIS Peace of Alexander was not fo well fettled, but Antiochus (otherwiie cal- 
led Dionyfius) the Brother of Demetrius, and the laft of the Race of Selcu- 
cus, brought him into frefti Troubles. This Prince having overcome the Arabians^ 
put Alexander into fome Apprehenfion for himfeif : So that he ran a Line, with a 
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deep Ditch, and a high Wall before it, ftrengthened with wooden Towers of fomc 
tolerable Defence. This Line, or Retrenchment, was carried all along the Moun- 
tains near Antripatris to the Borders of Joppa: But all this was no Obftrudlion to the 
Progrefs of Antiochus; for he fct fire to the Towers j filled the Ditches; and fo paf- 
£ng over with his Army, marched ftrait away againft the Arabians; putting off his 
Revenge upon Alexander, that would have hindered him, to fome other Time. A- 
retas, the Arabian Prince, upon the Approach of Antiochus, drew his Men into ftrong 
Holds : And then, all on a fudden, when Antiochus thought himfelf fafe and out 
of Danger, the Arabian fell upon him at unawares with ten thoufand Horfe, The 
Fight was obftinatc and bloody ; but yet, fo long as Antiochus lived, his Men ftood 
very bravely by him, though the Arabians made a very great Slaughter. But when 
Antiochus fell (as he was ftill in the hotted of the Adion,) his Men turned their 
Backs and fled: So that npon the liTue, betwixt thofe that were cut off in the Fight 
and upon the P.urfuit, the Army was well nigh totally deftroyed. Some flipped into 
Cana; where the greater Part ot them perifhed for Want of Bread. 

The People of Damafcus had fuch a Dread and Hatred for Ptolemy, the fon of Men- 
n^us, that they entered into a League with Aretas, and made him ICing of Caele-Syria: 
Who ca»ied the War into Judaea, defeated Alexander, and fo went off again upon Con- 
ditions. 

The King of the Jews having taken Pella, went and aflaulted Gcrafa, and carried it, 
though fortified with a triple Circumvallation; making himfelf Mafter, not only of the 
Place, but of all Theodore's Treafurethat was laid up (here, both at once. After this, 
be demoliflied Gaulan, Seleucia, and a City known by the Name of Antiochus's Pha- 
ranx, with the ftrong Caftle of Gamara, over and above. In this Place he took Prifoner 
Demetrius the Governor (a Man of a moft infamous Charadlcr); and fo returned to Je- 
rufalem, where be was received with Joy and Acclamations, after a three Years prof- 
perous Succefs. At the End of the War, he fell into an Indifpofition by a quartan Ague; 
and being poffeflcd with an Opinion tba^Adtion and Stirring would do him good, he en- 
tered into a new, and an unfeafonable War; and ftruggling beyond his Strength, he 
tired himfelf out with the Fatigue, and fo ended his Days in a Hurry, dying in the 
tw^nty-lcVenth Yeq^^f his Reign. 

Tlie King left tH^Governnient to his Wife Alexandra, as one that had made ^Kfelf 
very popular by her Moderation and Virtue: A Woman far from the Rigour and nffd- 
nefs of her Hufband, and therefore he made no Doubt of the People's readylSubmiillon 
and Refignation to her Authority. Neither was Alexander deceived in his Opinion 5 
for the Reputation of her Piety atoged for the Difadvantages of her Sex; being a Wo- 
man pcrfcdtly well inftrudted in the Jewifli Rights and Cuftoms, and one that had ever 
given conftant Proof of her Zeal for the'Obfcrvanceof thofe holy Laws. She brought 
Alexander two Sons; the elder, Hyrcanus, and him for his Age flie advanced to the 
Pontificate. And then finding him alfo of a Temper heavy and manageable, (lie reck- ■ 
oned there would be no Danger in declaring him King too. * But then for Ariftobulus, 
the youn^, being of a quick and entcrprifing Spirit, fhe thought it more advifable to 
keep him in a private State of Life. - 
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There was among the Jews a certain Se6t called Pharifecs : That valued themfelves 
upon being thought holier than their Neighbours, and better fkilled in the Law. Alex* 
andra, that was bigottcd in her Religion, even to the Degree of Superftition, had a 
mighty Reverence for thofe holy Men, upon the pure Account of their Pretenfions: 
And they played their Game fo well on the other hand too, by fair Appearances and 
Infinuations, that the Powers and Privileges of the Government were cfFedlually engrof- 
fed into their Hands. If any body was to be put in, or put out; laid ih Chains, or fet 
at Liberty; it was to be all as they plcafed. The honourable and the profitable Com* 
miflions of the Government, they refcrved to themfelves; but the Cares, the Expen* 
ces, and the Difficulties, were left to Alexandra. No Creature better underftood the 
Art of Public Menage and Adminiftration than herfelf. She made it her Bufinei^ to 
advance the Militia of the nation to the Height. She kept two armies a-foot, and a 
great Number of Foreign Auxiliaries in Pay; which made her ftrong at home, and for- 
midable Abroad. But ilill as (he had all this while the Command of others, fbe her- 
felf was yet under the Dominion of the Pharifees. 

There was one Diogenes, a Man of Quality, and a moft particular Friend to the late 
King, The Pharifees caufed him to be put to Death, upon Suggeftion that he bad a 
Hand in the crucifying of the eight hundred Prifoners before mentioned, who were 
put to Death by the King's Command; Nay, they prefled the Queen further yet, not 
to let any one Man efcape that was an Advifer in that horrible Adlion. The Queen 
was fo captivated, that (he had not the Power to deny them any thing: So that under 
that Colour, they deftroyed whom they pleafed, and carried it on fo far, that no good 
Man was fafe; infomuch that feveral Pcrfons of Condition were forced to take Sanc- 
tuary with Ariftobulus; who prefently moved his Mother on the Behalf of thofe Per- 
fons for their Dignities fake, and for the future to turn thofe out of the Town that (he 
ihould fufped: to be guilty. This being granted, inftead of being put to Death, they 
wiere only banifhed. Alexandra, about this Time, fent an Army to Damafcus, upon 
^ Pretext that Ptolemy preffcd very hard upon Ihe Town: She took the Place, without 
any thing remarkable that pafTed at the taking of it. Cleopatra was now befieged in 
Ptolemais by Tigranes the King of Armenia, and Alexandra at the fame Time, plying 
him with Prefents and Propofals, But LucuUus being already^ntered in Armeuia 
with the Roman Army, he marched prefently away to prevent Mi^hief at Home. 

S|(Mke fliort Time after this, Alexandra fell dangeroufly ill: Whereupon the younger 
Brotncr Ariftobulus, with a Train of his Servants (as he had a great many,) and all itt 
the Flower of their Youth, faithful and brave, got Pofleflion of the Caftles; took what 
Money he could find; engaged a Body of auxiliary ^Troops, and declared himfelf King. 
Hyrcanus, upon this Turn, made his Mpan to bis Mother; who fo far commiferated 
his Cafe, that flie caufed the Wife and Sons of Ariftobulus to be (hut up in the Caftle, 
on the North-fide of the Temple, formerly called Baris (as I faid before,) and after- 
wards Antonia in the Government of Anthony, as Sebafte and Agrippias drew their 
Names from ^uguftus and Agrippa. Alexandra, after a nine Years ReigA, was taken 
off by this Stcknels, before (he could revenge herfelf upon AriftobuIu5> for endeavour- 
ing to depofe his Brother. 

^ Alexandra 
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Alexandra left Hyrcanus all flie had in the World, and tranfmitted the Government 
into his Hands, while (he was yet living ; but Ariftobulus was much his Superior yet, 
both in Force and Credit. The Difpute betwixt the two Brothers came to a Buttle 
near Jericho ; where the greater Part of Hyrcanus's Men went over to Ariftobulus : Hyr- 
canus and the wretched Remainder of his People, efcaping with much Difficulty into 
Antonia, where they had good Hoftages for their Security : The Wife and Sons of 
Ariftobulus (as we have faid before) being there in Cuftody, Thefe Brothers, before 
Matters proceeded to farther Extremities, came to this agreement ; that Hyrcanus fliould 
yield up the Kingdom to Ariftobulus, and content himfelf with fuch Honours and Pri^ 
vilcges as properly belong to the Dignity of the King's Brother. The Reconciliation 
being interchangeably declared in the Temple, and in the Sight of the People, with 
mutual Embraces, and the two Brothers to change Houfes. Ariftobulus to go to the 
Palace, and Hyrcanus to the Houfe of Ariftobubus. 

C H A P. V. 

Hyrcanus fy fbe Advice of Antipater, makes a friend of Aretas the king of 
Arabia, againji Ariftobulus. ^ Atetas enters Judaea yoith fifty thoujand 
Men: /orf(f/ Ariftobulus irWo Jerufalem; and befieges him there. Scau- 
rus takes a Bribe, and raifes the Siege. The two Brothers implore Pom- 
pey / Affiftance, one againft the other. The Vanity of Ariftobulus, and 
Vomi^tys Contempt of him. Ariftobulus takes SanBuary in Alexandrion^ 
The two Brothers plead their Caufe before iPompey. Ariftobulus makes 
his TFay for Jerufalem : Humbles himfef^ and Pompey makes him a Tri^ 
finer. Jerufalem befieged, and the Temple taken by AJfault. Twelve 
thoufand ]t\i% jlain. Pompey/ Tiety and Moderation. Ariftobulus ^/^^ 
his Family car ied away Trifoners: But Ariftobulus makes his Efcape up^ 
on the JVay. . •* 

THIS unexpedled Advancement of Ariftobulus to the Crown, was a terrible 
Mortification to all his Enemies, but efpecially to Antipater, upon the Score of 
an old Grudge betwixt them. Now this Antipater was by Extradtion an Idumean ;. 
and for his Birth and Eftate, one of the firft Rank of the Country, Hyrcanus beino- 
now depoled, and driven out of his Dominions, Antipater advifed him by all means 
to apply himfelf to Aretas, the king of Arabia, for Affiftance towards the Recovery of 
his Kingdom : Employing his own Intereft alfo with Aretas towards the gaining of 
bis Point, and reflcdling all the while upon Ariftobulus, as a very ill Man; and at the 
fame time elevating Hyccanus up to the Skies. He plied him alfo with Arguments 
drawn from the Honour of the Undertaking, and the Generofity of the Office, mind- 
ing him that it was a Thing worthy of himfelf, and well bfcoming the Charadter of 

a great 
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a great Prince, for one crowned Head to vindicate aaother : And more cfpccially in 
the Cafe of an injurious Opprcffion and Diftrcfs. When they were both thus inftrudfc- 
ed and prepared, Hyrcanus to begone, and Aretas to receive him. An tipater conveyed 
Hyrcanus out of the city by Night ; and pofting away with him, brought him lafc 
to Petra, the Royal Palace of Arabia : And there, with fair words and Prefents, he 
delivered him up to the Care and Goodnefs of Aretas, who promifed him he would do 
all he could toward the reftoring of him to his Crown. Aretas upon this entered Ju- 
dea with an Army of fifty thoufand Men, Horfe and Foot; but Aridobulus not being 
in Condition to look him in the Face, was broken all to pieces at the firfl Charge, 
and forced to take Saniftuary in Jerufalem : Where he was befieged by Aretas^ and 
had certainly been taken, if Scaurus, the Roman General, had not by his Provj-' 
dcncc delivered him. Pompey the Great, that was then in War with Tigranes, fent 
Scaurus with an Army out of Armenia into Syria : But coming to Danoafcus, he found 
the Place taken by Metellus and Lellius, and their Troops drawn off. Scaurus, co- 
ming by this time to underftand how Matters went in Judea, could not do better, 
he thought, than to bend his Courfe that way. 

He was no fooner upon the Borders, but he was there encountered upon the Way by 
twe AmbaiTadors from the two Brothers i one from each, and both upon the iame £r-> 
rand: That is to fay, their Inftrudtions were to implore the Afliftance ot the Romans 
for each of the two, one againft the other. But Ariftobulus's three hundred Talents 
(for that was the Sum) weighed down the Jufticc of Hyrcanus's Pretenfions, as ap- 
peared by Scaurus's fending away AmbafTadors to the Arabians and Hyrcanus, in the 
Name of Pompey the Great and the Senate of Rome, charging them immediately to 
quit the Sic^e, and be gone at their utmoft Peril. Aretas prefently withdraws in a 
Fright out of Jqdea to Philadelphia, and Scaurus returns to Damafcus. Now Arifto- 
bulus did not think it enough to efcape taking, but got all the Force together he was 
able to make, and followed the Enemy upon the Heel. He came up with them at laft 
at a Place called Papyron; where he foOght and cut off betwixt fix and feven thoufand 
of their Men, and Cephalon, the Brother of Antipater, one of the Number. 

Hyrcanus and Antipater being now difappointed of the Succour they expcfted from 
the Arabians, applied themfelves for Relief to their very enemies: And upon Pompey's 
entering Syria, and coming to Damafcus, they caft themfelves upon his Honour for Pro- 
te<aion : With an Introdudtion of large Prefents, and the fame Arguments over again 
that had been ufed to Aretas; defiring Pompey, upon the main, to confider the Violence 
of Ariftobulus, and the Right of Hyrcanus, as well in refpedt of his Age, as of his 
Manners. But Ariftobulus depended fo much upon his Intereft in Scaurus, that he made 
himfelf as fine as Hands could fet him out, and fo made his Compliment to Pompey in 
a Royal Drefs, and with the Train and Equipage of a King. When he had ftaid a 
while, that is to fay, fo long as his Stomach would bear waiting (for he looked upon it 
as a Thing below his Dignity to fubjedt himfelf to an Attendance), he went his Way 
back again to Diofpolis. 

This Freakj of Ariftobulus gave Pompey great Offence : Which was but what Hyr- 
canus and his Companions wiflied for. He draws out prefently his Roman Troops, and 
fome Syrian Auxiliariesffand marches after him. When he was paffed Pella, and 

Scythopolis^ 
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ScythopoliSi coming to Coreda the borders of Judea* in the Mediteraqean, he was Inform* 
ed th»t Ariftobulua had taken San&uary in Alexandrion (a (lately Caltle upon a very 
high Mountain) i and thither he fent to Ariftol)ulus to come down to him. This was 
£> imperious a MeiTage, that be re&lved to run tny Hazard rather than comply with 
it: Bttt what with the Murmuring of the People/, and the Advice of his Friends, to 
coniider the Strength of the Romans^ and the iieceflity of the Cafe, he was prevailed 
upon, in the Conclufion, to\go down to Pompey : Which he did; and, after many 
Things faid there in Defence of his Pretenfions,. he went up again. After this at the 
Inftance of Hyrcanus, he came down the fecond Time : And when the two Brothers 
had difputed the Title awhile^ backard and forward, Ariftobulas returned as before, 
without any Let or Interruption from Pompey. He was fo divided within himfelf, be- 
twixt Hope and Fear, that one while he was in a Mood to humble himfelf, and to do 
whatever Pompey would have him. But when he was gone half Way fometimes in 
that Refolution, he repented, and fo up to the Caflle again, for fear of doing any thing 
derogatory to his Royal State. Pompey had now a good Mind to get PofTcflion of the 
Caftles: But being told that Ariflobulus had charged all the Governors to take no Notice 
of any Orders but under bis own Hand, he appointed Arillobulus to write to the feveral / 
refpei^ive Commanders iminediately upon the Sight of thofe Letters, to deliver them up. 
Ariilobulus did as he was commanded; but went away immediately to Jerufalem in Wratb 
and Indignation, meditating all the Way he went, a War with Pompey. 

Pompey gave him no Time to provide himfelf, but haftened after him immediately ; 
and he went on the more chearfully for the News he met with about Jericho, of the; 
Death of Mithridates. This is the fruitfuUcft Province of all Judca ; a world of Palm- 
trees in it, and of the famous Balfam that drops from the Plant, upon cutting the Bark 
with a (liarp Stone. He ftaid there that Nighty and pofted away the next Morning for 
Jerufalem. Ariflobulus was Co furprized at this Expedition, that he went and cad bim- 
fclf at Pompey's Feet, with Supplications and Tears ; Promifes of Money, and Propo- 
lals of giving up both the City and his Perfon into Pompey 's Hand, This foftened 
him a little for the prefent, but Ariftobulus it ieems, could not make good what he had . 
offered : For when Gabinius was fent to receive the Money, the Friends and Compa- 
nions of Ariflobulus, that kept the town for him in his Name, would not fo much as 
let him in. 

This ShuiHing irritated Pompey to fuch degree, that he kept Ariftobulus a Prifbner, 
and fo advanced to the City to take a View of the Fortifications and Defences, and to 
confider upon what Quarter to attack it. The Walls were flrong and impregnable; 
a hideous Precipice at the Foot of them ; and the temple fo invincibly fecure, that if. 
the City itfclf were taken, the Work were but half done. 

While Pompey was upon this Deliberation, and cafling within himfelf where to begin, 
and what to do, there brake out a violent Edition in the Town, betwixt the two Parties 
of Ariftobulus and Hyrcanus: The former were for pufhing it to a War, and refcuing 
their King by Arms, upon a Point of Honour and Duty; the other, for taking Pompey 
into the Town, without any Oppofition. This was the Senfe of the Majority, out of a 
Dread they had for the Rooians. The Friends of Ariflobulus upon this retired inip the 

Temple*, 
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Temple, anJ cut down the Bridge of Communication betwixt that and the city, in a 
final Rcfolution of maintaining it to the laft. Others there were that took leveral Ro- 
mans into the Town, and put them into the Palace Royal: Whereupon Pomp^ fcnt 
Pifo (one of his General Officers) with a ftrong Detachment to take Poffcffion of it. 
When Poinpey faw the Obftinacy of the Jews in the Temple, and that there was now 
nolongcir any Hope of an Accommodation, he ported his Guards, and put all Things 
in Order for an Attack : Hyrcanus and his People contributing the heft thpy could both 
in Action and Counfel to his Afliftance. 

Their firft Bufincfs was to fill up that monftruous Ditch and Valley upon the North 
Side of the Wall ; and this they attempted with what Rubbifli and Materials the Soldiers 
could get together toward the bringing of it up to a Level : A Work of infinite Difficul- 
ty, both in Regard of the prodigious Depth, and the Advantage the Jews had of galling 
them from above : A Work, in fine, infuperable, if it had not been for a Remark of 
Pompey's upon the Jews fuperftitious Obfcrvance of their feventh Day or Sabbath. 
This great Man underftanding that the Jews made a Confcicnce of doing any Manner 
of Work upon that Day, but what was of ablblute Neccffity, either for the Support of 
Life, or the Defence of it, in Cafe of immediate Danger, he commanded his Soldiers 
only to ply their Iritrenchments upon that Day, without doing any other Aftof Hoftili- 
ty. When the Ground was now levelled, the Bulwarks advanced with ftrong and large 
Turrets planted upon them and manned ; the Romans, with certain Tyrian Engines 
they had got, began the battery : The Soldiers at the fame time beating the Defendants 
out of the Towers above, with ftoncs from the Walls, till in the End they were quite 
tired out with the Labour. 

Pompey could not but admire the Conftancy and Refolution of thefc People, and 
more efpecially in this Particular, That in the Middle of all Extremites and Dangers, 
they never difcontinued the Worffiip and Ceremonies of their Religion, but oflFered up 
their da ly Prayers and Sacrifices as orderly, as if it had been in a profound Peace: 
And it was the fame Thing with them at laft too, when they came to be finally dc- 
. ftroyed, and to have their Throats cut at the very Altar. In fliort, after a three 
Months Siege, and the Lofs only of one Tower, the Temple was taken by Aflault. 
The firft that entered the Breach was Fauftus Cornelius, the Son of Sylla, and after 
him, Furius and Fabius, two Centurions, with their Companies; who befet the 
Temple, and put to the Sword all that either fled or refifted. There were feveral 
Pricfts at that Time in the very Exercife of their holy Fundtion, that with the Sword's 
Point at their Breafts, went on yet with their Oblations and Incenfe, without any Re- 
gard to the Safety of their Lives, out of a Veneration they had for the Duties of their 
Profcffion. The Pompeian Jews prefifed fo hard upon their Fellow-Tribes-Men of the 
Giiier Party, that they forced fome of them down Precipices : Others, in a Rage of 
Defperation, fet Fire to what they could come at about the Walls, and then caft them- 
fclves into the Flaoies. There periftied in this Outrage twelve thoufand Jews ; not 
many F^omans, hut more wounded. 

This was a difmal Defolation and Calamity in feveral Rcfpcfts; but nothing touched 
the Jews fo to the\Quipk, as to fee the Holy of Holies expofcd to profane Eyes : A 

thing 
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thing that never happened before. Pompey, with a Train of his People, entering into 
this Place, where only the High-Prieft was to be admitted ; faw within it the Candlc- 
iticks. Lamps, and Tables for Incenfe> with other Veflels all of Gold ; a Mafs of Per- 
fumes, and of facred Treafure to the Value of two thbufand Talents : But would not 
fufFer any Thing of all this to be touched that was confecrated to the Service of God. 
On the next Day after this Deftrudtion of the Temple, he commanded the proper 
Officers to take Care for the Purification of it, and 16 go on with the Celebration of 
their Holy Worfliip as before. He did alfo declare Hyrcanus High-Prieft, as a Con- 
iideration for the good Offices he had rendered bin?, both in the Siege, and otherwife, 
in drawinjg off great Numbers of the Fadtion from Ariftobulus. By this Way of Pro- 
ceeding, like a wife and a good Man, he fecured himfelf of the Affiiftions of the People, 
Among the Prifoners there was the Father-in -Law, aod Uncle of Ariftobulus, both in 
one. Pompey ftruck off the Heads of all the principal Authors of the Revolt ; but for 
Fauftus, and other brave Men that adted along with him, he conferred upon them 
iignal Marks of his Efteem and gloriou3 Rewards. He impofed a Tribute upon Judaea. 
He took away from the Jews the Cities they had poueffed themfelves of in Coele- 
Syria, and annexing them to the Jurifdidlion of thr prefent Roman Governor, he re- 
duced the Jews to their own Bounds. He rebuilt Gadara, which they had deftroycd, 
in favour of Demetrius 6ne of his Freemen, and a Native of the Place. As for the in- 
land Cities of Hippion, Scythopolis, Pella, Samaria, and MarifTa, Azotus, Jamnia, 
and Arethufa ; and fo for the Coaft-Towns of Gaza, Joppa, Dora, and that which 
paiTed formerly by the Name of Straton's Tower, and was afterwards called Csefarea by 
Herod, who beautified it with illuftrious Buildings : He took them all from the Jewt 
to reftore them to their Inhabitants, and fo joined them ta the Province, of Syria. After 
the pafTmg of thefe Orders, and the fettling Scaurus in the Government of Judaea and 
Ccele-Syria, and of all the Country of i^gypt to the Borders of Euphrates, with the 
Command of two Legions, Pompey haftencd to Ronie by the Way ot Cilicia, carrying 
Ariftobulus Prifoner with him. and his Family, that is to fay, two Daughters and two 
Sons, Alexander and Antigonus; the former of them made his efcape in his PaiTage; 
the%lfaer wasvarrjed through Rome with his Sifters. 



CHAP. VI. 

Aretas and Scaurus reconciled. Alexander arms againfl Hyrcanus. Scaurus 
compounds for a Sum of Money. Alexander ivorfted by Antipater; with- 
draws to Alexandrion; and Gdhimns purfues him. An Indemnity offered y 
and reje&ed The Bravery of Mark Anthony. Several Cities taken 
from the Jews, and reftored to the right Owners. Machaerus and Hyr- 
canion given up ; and Alexandrion levelled to the Ground. Gabinius 
i^ves Hyrcanus the Charge of the Temple; anB^Ufes the Government. 
Numb. 2. D Ariftobulus 
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Ariftobulus defeated by the Romans ; hut cuts out his Way /oMachoerus. The 
Romans take the Caftle^ and fend Ariftobulus and his Son Anrigonus both 
bound to Rome. Alexander defeated by Gabinius. Cisiffiis fucceeds Ga* 
binius in the Government of Syria ; rifles the 1 emple^ and lofes both Life 
and Army. Cypris had four Sons by Anapacer. 

SCAURUS advancing with an Army into Arabia towards Pctra, found the Ways 
fo craggy and unpafTable, that he had much ado to march. He laid wafte, how« 
ever, all the Country about PcUa; where he had many Difficulties to encounter^ being 
put to a Pinch alfo for want of Provifions : Though Hyrcanus, by the means of An-* 
tipater, made a Shift to furni(h him with Neceflaries, Scaurus, well knowing that 
there wais a good Undcrftanding betwixt Antipater and Aretas (the King of Arabia)^ 
dealt with Antipater to go to him in a Way of Friendfbip, and try if he could work 
him to compound the Vvar for a Sum of Money. Antipater undertook the Commifiioni 
and managed the Matter fo dexteroufly, that the Arabian was content to give three 
hundred Talents for his Peace ; anid fo Scaurus withdrew his Army. 

Now Alexander, the Son of Ariftobulus ; that had given Pompey the Slip, was by 
this Time at the Head of a confiderable Body of Men ravaging Judasa, and preffing 
upon Hyrcanus, to the Degree of endangering Jerufalem itfelf, upon a Prefumption, 
that the Walls which Pompey had beaten down, were not as yet repaired. But Ga- 
binius, the SuccefTor of Scaurus, and a Perfon of eminent Courage and Conduft, being 
fent into Syria, and marching againft him, it concerned Alexander to look about him, 
having fo confiderable an Enemy to deal withal, and to put himfelf into the beft Pofture 
he could to receive him. He had now a marching Body of ten thoufand Foot, and 
fifteen hundred Horfe, befide feveral ftpongliolds and defenfible Places, that he had 
fortified, as Alexandrion, Hyrcanion, and Machasrus, near the Mountains of Arabia. 

Gabinius, in the mean Time, fends Mark Anthony before him with a Detachn>ent 
of fome choice Troops of Antipatcr's, and a great Number of Jews under Malichus and 
Pitholaus, to join him ; Gabinius himfelf following with the main Bodf , ""and adyttiifeing 
toward Alexander; who finding himfelf fo much over-numbered, was forced to retirfi.- 
But Gabinius prefling upon him in his Retreat, came up with him, and engaged him 
not far from Jerufalem ; where he loft fix thoufand Men : One half killed upon the 
Spot; and the other half taken alive; himfelf getting away with the Remainder to 
Alexandrion, and the Enemy at the Back of him. When Gabinius came up to the 
Caftle, he offered an Ad: of Indemnity to all Deferters that would come over to him, 
and join him before the Battle : But their Stomachs were too big to accept of it ; fo 
that he fell upon them ; and cutting off a great many of them, fhut up the reft- in the 
Fort. Mark Anthony fignalized himfelf to a high Degree in this Adion ; and though 
he never failed of doing bravely at any Time or Place, he feemed in a Manner yet even 
to outdo himfelf upon this Occafion. Gabinius now leaving a fufiicient Strength be* 
fore the Caftle, took a View of all the Towns and Cities of the Province; making it 
his Bufinefs to fettle the Minds of the People in thofe Places that were intire and un« 

touched^ 
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touched, and to repair others that were laid in Rubbi(h and Ruin. He gave peremp- 
tory Order for the repcopling of Scylhopolis, Samaria, Anthcdon, Apollonia, Jamnia, 
Raphia, Marifla, Dora, Gadara, Azotus; and feveral other Places^ where the Citizens 
came flocking in with all pofllble Joy to refume their antient Habitations* 

When every thing here was put into good Order, Gabinius went back to the Siege 
of Alexandrion, and puflied it forward with- more vigour than before. Alexander 
was {o affrighted at the defperate State of his Affairs, that he fent his Embafladors 
with an abfolute Refignation of himfelf, to acknowledge the ill Things he had done, 
and to beg Pardon : With a Tender, not only of Machaerus aad HyrCanion, but of 
Alexandrion itfelf alfo at his Devotion. This being done and accepted; Gabinius le- 
velled Alexandrion with the Ground, at the Inftance of Alexander's Mother, for fear 
it ftiould prove the Occafion of another War : Such was the Tendernefs, in fine, (he 
had for her Hufband and Children that were carried Prifoners to Rome, that (he omit* 
ted nothing of Application and Addrefs that might ingratiate her with the General. 

Gabinius after this carried Hyrcanus to Jerufialem, committed the Temple to his 
Care and Charge, appointed Officers for the civil Adminiftration, and divided the 
whole Province of Judaea into five Jurifdidlions : The firft, Jerufalem; the fecond, 
Gadara ; the third, Amathus ; the fourth, Jericho ; and the fifth Sepphoris, a City 
of Galilee : The People all this while over-joyed to fee themfelves delivered from a 
Monarchy to an Ariftocracy^ 

It was {lot long after this that Ariftobulus Aiade his Efcape from Rome ; which 
proved an Occafion of new Troubles : And got together a great Body of Jews, partly 
for the Love of Change, and partly for the Take of an old Kindnefs they had for him. 
His firft Attempt was the Repairing of Alexandrion; but up6n Information that Sifenna, 
Anthony, and Servilius, were marching toward him with an Army from Gabinius, he 
withdrew to Machaerus; where he difcharged himfelf of the Burden of a loofe and an 
unprofitable Multitude, and took only a Body of eight thoufandMen well armed along 
with ^iim : Reckoning a thoufand fugitive Jews, that Pitholaus had brought out of 
Jerusalem into the Number. 

The Romans followed them clofe, and brought it to a Combat. Ariftobulus and 
his People did all that was pofi[ible for gallant Men to do ; but in \hc End, when they 
were tired out, and run down with Numbers, the Romans had a clear Viftory of it: 
Five thoufand killed; two thoufand withdrew to a Hill, and made a little Stand ; and 
the other thoufand, with Ariftobulus himfelf, cut out their Way quite through the* 
Roman Army, and fo to Machaerus. They got thither about Evening, and found it 
all in Ruins : But Ariftobulus would not . yet defpair of gaining Time enough by a 
Truce, to repair the Caftle, and reinforce his Army. The Romans in the mean while 
plied the Attack ; but at the End of two Days, and after a very brave Refiftance, the 
Romans took the Place; with Ariftobulus, and his Son Antigonus that fled from Rome 
with him ; who were both bound, and fent to Gabinius, and fo to Rome again. The 
Senate made the Father a Prifoner; but fent the Son back to. Judaea, at the Inftance of 
Gabinius, who had promifcd as much to the Wife of Ariftobulus, upon the Delivery ^ 
of the Caftles. 

D 2 C>.'5i^>^>2^i5^ "— " 
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Gabinius was now preparing for a War upon the Parthians ; but Ptolemy having 
quitted the Euphrates, and being on his Return from Egypt, gave him a Diverfion. 
Hyrcanus and Antipatcr were his Friends to all Manner of Purpofes : For they fupplied 
him with Men, Monies, Arms, Corn ; and in fine, all Provifions and Neatflaries for 
a War : Prevailing with the Jews alfo that guarded the Ways to Pelufium to let Ga- 
binius pafs over at this Return. This Departure of Gabinius did fo (lartle the other 
Pdrts of Syria, and create fuch a Revolt among the Jews, that Alexander the Son of 
Ariftobulus, having gotten a vaft Multitude of the People together, he took up a Re- 
fplution to put every Roman to Death that he could lay his Hand on in that Quarter. 
Gabinius was not infenfible of the Danger ; and the Sedition increafing, he made u(e 
of his Intereft with Antipater to bring Matters to a better Underftanding. But Alex- 
ander being .a warlike Prince, and having an Army of thirty thoufand Men to trull to, 
nothing would ferve him but the bringing of it to a Battle ; which was fought near the 
Mountain of Itabyr. There fell ten thoufand upon the Place, and the reft (hifted every 
Man for himfelf, and fo difperfed. Gabinius, after this Defeat, returned to Jerufalem 
by the Advice of Antipater, to fettle the People there, under the Form of a Republic. 
He marched from hence after the Nabathaeans, fecretly difcharging two Parthian Dc- 
ferters that came over to him, Mithridates and Orfanes, pretending that they had made 
their Efcapes. 

Craflus fucceeded Gabinius in the Government of Syria, and rifled the Temple, -not 
only of the two thoufand Talents that Pompey would not fo much as touch, but of all 
the Gold that was there befides, toward the Charge of the Parthian War. Upon tbis» 
he pafTed the Euphrates ; where he himfelf and his Army were both loft : But of this 
in another Place. 

After Craftus, came Caflius into Syria, who put a Stop to the Parthians, when they 
•were juft ready to break into the Country. He was no fooner in PoflTcflion of his Go^ 
vernment, but away he marches into Judsea, takes Tarichasa, and carries off near three 
thoufand Jews into Bondage: Pitholaus one of, the Number; whom Caflius put to 
Death, upon the Perfuafton of Antipater, for tampering the Faction of Ariftobulus 
into a Sedition. Cypris the Wife or Antipater, was a noble. Arabian ; by whom he 
had four Sons, Phafkel, King Herod, Jofeph, andPheroras; and one Daughter, wfaofe 
:Name was Salome. He was a Perfon beloved for his Generofity and ConduA, by all 
Men of Honour and Quality : But the moft particular Friend he had in the World, 
was the King of the Arabians ; to whom he recommended the Care of his Children, 
wfa^n he undertook the War againft Ariftobulus. But Caflius having made a Truce 
.with Alexander, returned to his Poft at Euphrates, to take Pofleflion of the Pafs, and 
hinder the Inroad of the Parthians. 



CHAP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

Ariftobulus/^/ at Liberty ^ Caefar, and poifoned afterwards by the Vom- 
peiansj and his Body fent to Judaea. Alexander beheaded at Antioch. 
Philippian marries Alexandria. Antipater ajfi/is Mithridates, and takes 
Pelufium. Memphis delivered up /o Mithridates. Antipater, upon a 
Tincb^ re/cues Mithridaces, ««dl' routs /^^ ^Egyptians. Hyrcanus con- 
firmed in the Tontificate. 

IT fo happened a while after, upon Pompey's and the Senate's quitting Rome, and 
crofling the Ionian Sea in a Fright, that Caefar being left abfolute Mafter of the 
Place, and all that was in it, he ordered Ariftobulus immediately to be fet at Liberty, 
and difpatched him out of hand into Syria with two Companies \ taking for granted 
that the Country would quickly be his own, if he did but (hew himfelf upon the 
Borders. But that Conjefture was too good to be true ; for the Hopes of Caefar, and 
the Confidence of Ariftobulus, were botn difappointed ; the latter being made away in 
the mean while, and poifoned by fome of Pompey's People. The Body was embalmed, 
and lay for fome Time unburied, 'till Anthony tranfported it to Judaea, to be there de- 
pofited in the Royal Sepulchres. Neither did the Son Alexander efcape any better than 
his Father ; fon Scipio cut off his Head at Antioclf, according to Pompey's Direction : 
Who had pafTed Sentence himfelf againft him upon the Bench, for feditious Pradices 
againft the Romans. But Ptolemy the Son of Mennaeus, and the Prince of Chalcis 
upon Mount Libanus, fent his Son Philippion Jo Afkalon to the Widow of Ariftobulus; 
and ordered the bringing Home of his Soa Antigonus and his Daughters to their Fa- 
ther. Philippion fell in love with the younger, whofe Name was Alexandra, and 
married her : Which his Father put him to death for afterwards, and took her to wife 
himfelf. This Alliance created in him a greater Tendernefs for his Brother Antigonus, 
and for his Sifters. 

Antipater, after the Death of Pompey, made his Court to Caefar: And Mithridates, 
a Pergllneniaif, finding a Stop put to his Expedition into iEgypt, by prohibiting his 
PaiTage to his Ships at Pelufillm, he ftayed with his Army atAflcalon; and did not 
only prevail with the Arabians for Affiftance, though a Stranger, but raifed a matter 
of three thoufand Jews well armed upon his own Account. He brought alfo fcveral of 
the leading men of S3rria into the Party; as Ptolemy of Libanus, Jamblichus, and ano- 
ther Ptolemy; Men of fuch Reputation, that their Intereft and Example drew the 
whole Country after them. Mithridates finding himfelf now in Condition, by the 
Help of Antipater, to enter upon Adion, advances to Pelufium : And the Inhabitants 
oppofing his Paflfage, he lays Siege to the City. Antipater got himfelf more and moie 
Honour ftill in this Encounter : For the firft Dint of the Battery prefling from his 
Quarter, he himfelf was the firft Man that mounted the Breach^ and entered the Town 
with his Peoplt after him. 
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Thus was Pclufium taken j but the ^Egyptian Jews (of the Province of Onias), 
would not fufFer them to go any further ; and yet Antipater prevailed with them, not 
only to be quiet without making any Refiftance, but over and above, to furnifti Nc- 
ceiTaries for the Soldiers. This Example wrought fo far upon the People of Memphis^ 
that of their own Accord they delivered tfaemfelves up to Mithridates. Upon the Ar* 
rival of Mithridates at Delta, they gave Battle to a Body of other ^Egyptians at a Place 
called. The Camp of the Jews; where Mithridates, with the whole right Wing, was 
in extreme Danger of being totally cut ofF; but Antipater, having already broken the 
Enemy's other Wing where he was engaged, flipped along the Bank of the River, and 
came up fo feafonably to the Refcue of Mithridates, that he fell upon his Purfuers, 
deftroyed feveral of them, and followed the Chace up to the Enemy's Camp, where 
he made himfelf Mafter of the Pillage : And all this with the Lofs only of fonricore 
Mea on his Side, There were near eight hundred of Mithridates's Men flain upon the 
Purfuit; but he himfelf preferved at laft beyond all Expectation. Mithridates, after 
this, did him all imaginable Right to Csefar, in the Report he inade of fo (io^nal a Ser« 
vice; and the Emperor was fo frank and generous in his Profeflions and Acknowledge 
ments to this great Man, that he became more and more ^esllous and ambitious of any 
Occafion to lay down his Life for fo illuftrious a Mailer. He needed no other Proofs, 
in fine, of his Faith and Courage, than the Wounds he bare upon his Body, as the 
Marks of his Virtue. So foon as the War was over in ^gypt> Caefar returned into 
Syria, and made Antipater a Free Citizen of Ronie ; conferring alfo other Honours 
upon him, enough to raife an Env/againd him; and, in Token of a fingular Refped: 
and Efteem, confirming Hyrcanus in the Pontificate for his fake. 



CHAP. vin. 

Antigonus charges the Death of Ariftobulus upon the Pompeians. Hyr- 
canus and Antipater wrongfully accufed, Caefar makes Hyrcanus High- 
Prieft- Antipater Governor of Judaea, and orders the Rebuilding of the 
Walls that Pompey had thrown down. Antipater rebuilds them^ and 
commands Obedience to Hyrcanus. He prefers Phafaei and Herod. Heze- 
kias, the Captain of the Robber ^^ taken. Hyrcanus incenfed by evil 
Council. Herod fummoned to attend the Council. His Manner of op- 
pearing. Herod declared General of the Troops in Syria and Samaria. 
Upon the March to depofe Hyrcanus ; but his Father and Brother divert 
him. Sextus Csefar bafely murdered by Caecilius BafFis, and Marcus or- 
dered to fucceed in the Government. 

T this very Time, Antigonus the Son of Ariftobulus, addrcffcd himfelf to CsBfar; 
and fo ordered the Matter, that he did Antipater a far greater Service than he 

intended 
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intended bloi. His bufmefs was to complain of the Death of his Father; to tell Caefar 
the Story of his being poifoned by Pompey's Inftruments fas it was generally prefumcd); 
atid to charge Scipio with Cruelty to his Brother, &c. But inftead of keeping within 
this Compass, he laflied out into extravagant Invedtives againft Hyrcanus and Antipater, 
for driving himfelf and his Brethren moft injurioufly out of their native Country; and 
for oppreffing the Public, only to gratify their own private Paflions. As for the Aids 
they fcnt Cafar into iEgypt, there was more of Fear in it than good Willi in hope to 
atone, in fomc Meafure, for the Services they had formerly rendered to Pompey. Anti- 
pater, upon thefe Reproaches, only uncovered feme Parts of his Body, and expofed his 
Wounds as Ttftimony of his Loyalty to C«far, and fo left it to his Body to do the Office 
of his Tongue. ** But, fays he I cannot fufficiently admire the Confidence of Antigonus; 
^' the fon of an Enemy to the Romans, and a Fugitive, and at laft, as feditious an Incen- 
•« diary as ever his Father was. Now for this Man to exhibit Accufations toCaefar againft 
" the moft faithful and dutiful of his Subjefts, and to infift upon Pretenfions of Merit, 
*« when he ought rather to be thankful that he is fuffered to live; what an unaccountable 
«« Confidence is this! Neither does he defire any Thing becaufe he wants it,but with aDe- 
'• fign rather to employ it to the Ruin of his Benefaftor." 

Caefar, at next Word, created Hyrcanus High-prieft, as a man perfectly well qualified 
for the Function. He gave Antipater, at the fame Time alfo, the Choice of any Com- 
miffioQ he would defire; who remitted himfelt dutifully to his Mafler's good Pleafure. 
Whereupon he was pleafed to pronounce him Governor of Judsea; and he obtained likef- 
wife his further Grace, that he might repair the Walls of his Country, which Pompey 
had thrown down. Thefe Decrees he ordered to be engraven^in Brafs, and the Tables 
to be hung up in the Capitol, as a Memorial of Antipater's Services, and of Caefar*s 
Juftice 

When Antipater had brought Caefar to the Borders of Syria, he returned to Judaea; 
where the firft Thing he did was to rebuild the Walls that Pompey had broken down ; 
and then to infpedt the Province, and either by fair Means, or by foul, to prevent 
Difbrder, and keep the Country quiet ; giving the People to underftand, that if they 
behaved themfelves as they ought to do towards Hyrcanus, they fhould live happily and 
«afily in Peace and Plenty; but if they fhould ever tbi«k of fifhing in troubled Waters, 
and of advancing their own Fortunes upon the Ruin of the Publk:, they fhould find 
Antipater, inftead of a gentle Governor, a fevere Mafter, and Hyrcanus as unmerciful a 
Tyrant, inftead of a gracious Prince. 

This Deference to Hyrcanus did not yet hinder but that Antipater fettled the State of 
the Province himfelf, to fupply the Defedtsand Incapacities of Hyrcanus for the Offi- 
ces of a Political Adminiftration. He gav©* ISiafael, his eldeft Son, and the Captain 
of the Guards, the Government of Jerufalem, and all that Province : That of Galilee 
to Herod, his Second Son, though very young, with the fame PoN^ersi who, being 
naturally bold and aftive, was not long without an honourable Occafion of fhc wing 
the Greatnefs of his Mind« Syria was terribly infefted, and over-run with Troops of 
Robbers, till he took Hezekias, the Head of them, and put to Death the Captain him* 
fclf, and jfcvcralof his Followers. This Exploit was fo acceptable a Service to the Sy- 
rians,. 
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rians, that all the Towns and Villages were full of PaBegyricks and Acclamaliotis, to the 
f^onour of Herod, as the Reftorer of them to their Liberties and Poflcffions, The 
.plory of this Atcbievement made Herod known to Sextus Casfar, the Kinfman of Casfar 
the Great, who was then Governor of Syria. The Fame of this Adion inspired Pha- 
fael with an honed and a generous Emulation to outdo his Brother, and to gain more 
and more upon the Hearts of the People of Jerufalcm ; where he exercifcd his Power 
with fuch a Tendernefs of Moderation and JuQice, that no Creature had Reafon to com- 
plain. .The Wifdom and Conduct of this Adminiflration gave the People as gr^ a 
Reverence for Antipater, as If he had been their abfolute Sovereign ; and he be- 
haved himfelf all this while with a great Exadtnefs of Faith and Kindnefs towards 
Hyrcanus. 

But to (hew now that it is a Thing utterly impolfible to fecure great Men and glori- 
ous Adlions from the Stroke of Envy, we find it evidently in this Inftance of Hyrcanus. 
.He had born a kind of fecret Grudge for fome Time already, out of his own Head, 
toward thefe ill uftrious young Men (and Herod efpecially), for the Honour they had 
.acquired in the World ; all Mouths being full of the HiAory of their Virtues and 
Adventures. Now this envious Difpofition was further wrought upon by a Parcel of 
.fleering Parafites, and Court-Earwigs, to whom the Exemplary Integrity of Andpater's 
.Sons was an Eye^Sore. , ** What faid they, is. the Authority of the Government to be 
/< divided betwixt Antipater and his Sons, and Hyrcanus to (land like a Property, with 
." only the empty Name of it? How long will you go on at this Rate, at fetting up 
'*' Kings againft yourfelf ! It is now come to that Pafs, that they do not fo much as 
<^ pretend to A6t any longer as Deputies or Subjedts, but, in one Word, bare^fac^d, as 
/< Sovereigns : Witnefs Herod's putting fo many fylen to death, in a flat Contradiction 
** to the Jewifti Law, and without any Mandate or Dircdlion of yours. Is Herod a 
/* private Man, or a King? If the former, why is he not called to an Account for 
** this, and to anfwer both to the King himfelf, and to the Law, for the Murder of & 
** many innocent Pcrfons." 

Hyrcanus was moved at this by little and little, till he came at lad:, in a Fit of Wrath 
and Indignation, to command the fummoning of Herod to make his Appearance. Herod 
thought himfelf fo fafe in his own Innocency, that, with the Advice of his Father, 
he fccured his Garrifons in Galilee, and without any more ado went forthwith to the 
King, taking only fuch a Guard along with him, out of a Refpeft to Hyrcanus, as 
might be competent for the fccuring of his Perfop, without an affront to the Prince. 
Sextus Caefar had fo great a Kindnefs for the young Man, that for fear of Mifchief, 
when they had him among them, he fent to Hyrcanus to acquit him of the Charge; 
who feemed willing enough to do it, out of an Inclination he had to oblige him. But 
Herod was yet a litvle doubtful how far he might depend upon fair Words, and fo repair- 
ed to Sextus at Damafcus, with a Refolution not to appear any more in cafe of a 
fecond Summons, Hyrcanus was plyed over and over to the fame Purpofe, as before 
and by the fame Sort of People. They told him that Herod was gone away in a Huflf, 
and with a Defign upon fome defperate Attempt. Hyrcanus was ealily impoled upon, 
.and which Way to turn himfelf he knew not ; for he found bis Enemy too bard for 

him. 
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him. But when Scxtus came afterwards to declare Herod General of all his Troops 
in Syria and Samaria, it ftruck fuch a Terror into Hyrcanus, betwixt the Confideration 
of his own Strength, and the Aflfedtions of the People, that he fanfied him marching at 
the Head of an Army againft him already. 

And he was not much miftaken neither ; for Herod in a Tranfport of Indignation 
to fee himfelf treated as Criminal, gathered an army together, and marched toward 
Jbrufalem, with a full Determination to depofe Hyrcanus from the Government; which 
ho had certainly done, if his Father and his Brother had not put a Stop to the Violence 
of his Paffion ; ** defiring him to take out his Revenge in Menaces and hard Words, 
«< rather than to offer any Indignity to the King ; under whofe Countenance he had 
«« advanced himfelf to this Dignity. If it troubled him, they faid, that he was at- 
^^ raigned, it might pafs for fome fort of Atonement that he was acquitted i and then 
*« it was but fetting the Converlation of his Life againft the Hazard of it. If he va- 
<« lued himfelf upon his Arms, let him at the fame Time bethink himfelf of the Ini- 
'^ quity of his Caufe ; and that no Subjcdt can ever hope for a Bleffing from Heaven, 
<« that draws his Sword againft his Prince ; and not only his Prince neither, but bis 
«« familiar Friend, . BenefaAor^ and Patron ; and a Prince ;that never dealt unkindly by 
** him, but when he was provoked and feduced by Calumny and evil Counfel.** Upon 
this Expoftulation, Herod let the Cohteft fall, and contented himfelf with giving the 
whole Nation this Inftance of his Intereft and Power. 

At this Time the Romans fell into a Civil War near Apania. Csecilius Baftus caufed 
Sextus Caefar to be bafely murdered, and then took bis Command to himfelf. Thii 
he did as a Service to Pompey. The Officers of Julius Csfar, in Revenge for th& 
Death of Sextus, fell with all the Power they had upon Baftus: And Antipatcr, 
out of the Honour he had for both the Caefars, the Dead as well as the Living, Sex- 
tus and Julius, fent his Sons to join them with Succours. But the War ran out at 
Length, and Marcus was ordered out of Italy to fucceed Sextus in the Government. 



CHAP. IX. 

Tbe Murder of Julius Caefai In the Capitol; and the horrible Faclious and 
Confufions that followed it. Ca/Rus, a great OppreJfbr\ and Herod infnu- 
ates himjelf into his Friendjhip. The hafe Ingratitude of Malichus, uoho 
ingratiates himfelf ivith Phafael and Herod. Csefar and Anthony in 
War with Brutus and Caflius* Herod made Governor of Syria. An- 
tipatcr j&o^w^ in his Drink by the Contrivance of Malichus: Who was 
afterwards cut to Tieces by Herod / Officers. 

THERE fell out at the fame Time among the Romans, a (harper War than the 
former. Csfar being now murdered by the Treachery of Caflius and Brutus, 
Numb, 2. E v?w 
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in the third Year of his Government, and the feventh Month, his Death was foU 
lowed with a horrible Confufion of Fadlions in the Empire. The great Men were aH 
divided into Parties: Every Man adling as his Humour and Intcreft led him, without 
any Regard to the Public. Caflius took his Way into Syria to get Pofllffion of the 
Troops that were then before Apamia; where he made Marcus and BaiTus, with fonie 
male-contented Cohorts, Fritnds; raiiing the Siege of Apamia at the fame time. He 
laid the Cities under the mod unreafonable and exctflive Contributions; a Tax of fevea 
hundred Talents upon the Jews; which Antipater provided for in Time by an eqt»«l 
Diftribution of the Charge, and appointing his Sons and his Friends to take a feak>a« 
able Care of the Levy, reckoning Malichus, his profcffed Enemy, into the Number of 
his Friends, upon that Pinch. The firfl that wrought himfelf into the good Graces of 
Caflius wis Herod; who prcfented him with a Hundred Talents for the Quota of 
Galilee; and for that Reafon was efteemed one of his bed Friends. But for the reft 
that were not fo ready with their Proportions, Caflius was fo tranfported at the Delay, 
that he razed Gophna, Thamna, and two other Cities of lefs Note, to the Ground : 
Arid when this was done, he took up a Refolution of killing Malichus for being A 
dilatory: But Antipater having firft fwcetened Caflius with a hdndred Tatenb,. prd^ 
vented the Execution of his Difplcafure upon other Places. 

But fo foon as Caflius was gone, all Malichus's Obligations to Antipater were not 
only forgotten, but on the contrary, he entered into a Pradkice upon the Life of that 
MaR whom he had fo often, over and over, owned for his Saviour; who was to be re- 
moved out of the Way as an Obftrudion to his Deflgns. Antipater kept an Eye upon 
him^ as a Man both of Power and Cunning; and fo paflfed the Jordan to put hiinfelf in 
Condition to fland upon his own Guard, and take his Revenge. Malichus finding 
himfelf fufpedlcd, had no Way to come oflF but by wheedling, and outfacing tlie Sons 
of Antipater into a better Opinion of him. ' Phafael being Governor of Jerufalem, and 
Herod Captain of the Guatds, he held them fo artificially in Hand with Excuies, 
Oaths, and Proteftations, of his Plain-dealing and Integrity, that he engaged the Sons 
themfelvcs in a Mediation to the Father for a Reconciliation ; and by the fame Inftrn- 
ment he made his Peace alfo with Marcus the Governor of Syria, who was otherwife 
refolved to put him to Death as a Mutineer. Caefar and Anthony being now in War 
with Brutus and Caflius, Marcus and Caflius having had ample Proofs of the Bravery of 
Herod, made him Governor of the whole Province of Syria, with a confiderable Body 
of Horfe an^l Foot for his Guard ; nay, Cafliius went io far as to promife him the King- 
dom of the Jews at the End of the War. But it fo fell out, that the Hope and Bravery 
of the Son occafioned the Death of the Father; for Malichus was in fuch a Dread of 
him, that he could never think himfelf fafe while the other was living; and fo he cor- 
rupted Hyrciinus's Bailer to pcifon Antipater in his Drihk. This was the Requital that 
great Miin received from this unj/ralcful Wretch. He was indeed a Perfon of Wifdon^ 
and Conrige; and the fame, in fine, to whom Hyrcanns was indebted for the Poflcflion 
of his Kinf^dom. The People were fo enraged at Malichus, upon a Sufpicion of this 
execrable Pradice, that they were ready to tear him to Pieces: But upon his renouncing 
and adjuring any Knowledge of the Matter, the Multitude foftcned a little, and fuf- 

pended ; 
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pedded ; and Malichus, in the mean Time, by Way of Prevention, put himfelf into a 
Condition and Pofture of Defence; for it could not be expected that this horrid Murder 
fhould ever go off thus. ; He knew Herod was ahfolutely for taking his Revenge at the 
Head of an Army ; but his Brother Phafael. difluadcd him by all Means from making 
any public Buftle about it, for fear of raifing a Tumult. The Brothers, upon this, 
gave him the Hearing with a Semblance of allowing his Defence; and a Countenance, 
as if they thought hifm innocent, and then proceeded to the funeral Rites and Duties 
for their Father'; which were very fplendid and magnificent. 

Samaria being at this Time torn with Fadlions, Herod went down to quiet them ; 
but fo as to return upon all folemn Days, to keep his Feftiyal ftill at Jerufalem, and his 
Guards about* him, going and coming. Malichus did not like this Face of Things, 
and therefore put Hyrcanus upon telling Herod plainly, '' that it was a Profanation of 
•* the Sacrcdnefs of the holy Religion and ProfcfCon, to intermix Strangers with fJa- 
«* tives." Hyrcanus did as he -was diredted; but Herod, in Contempt, both of the 
Caufe itfctf, and of the Authority, entered by Night into the City. Malichus went 
prefently to him all in Tears for Antipater : And Herod carried it on the other Side, 
as if he behevedcvery Word he faid ; though ready to burft with Rage and Indigna^ 
tion. But yet at the fame Time he wrote to CafTius for Juftice upon Malichus, for 
the Death of his Father, which was eafily obtained, upon feveral Accounts; Malichus 
being a Perfon that was odious to Caflius already : So that Caflius did not only leave 
Herod to his Courfe at Law againft Malichus; but fent alfo private Orders to his Tri- 
bunes to be afHfling to Herod, if there (hould be Occafion. 

Laodicea was now juft taken, and Men of Quality came thronging in from all 
Parts, to Herod, with their Gratulations and Prefents. He looked upon this as the 
farrcft Opportunity in the World for the Execution of his Purpofe; but Malichus, 
fufpv-fting foul PJay, laid a Plot to give him the Slip, by getting away his Son from 
Tyre ; who was then a Hoftage there; and fo fteal away with him into Judaea. But 
then, well confidering the dcfpcrate State of his Affairs, he was afraid that would not 
fecure him neither: And fo he fet his Brains at work upon a nobler Exploit; which 
was to fet up the whole Nation of the Jews againft the Romans, while Caflius had 
his Hands full in his War with Anthony : In which Cafe he flattered himfelf it would 
be no hard Matter to depofe Hyrcanus, and take Poflefllon of the Government. But 
the Fates had otherwife determined, it feems; lor Herod, having a Jealoufy of fome 
great Mifchicf a working, invited both Malichus and Hyrcanus to Supper with him : 
Sending a Servant out under Pretence of having every Thing put in Order for the En- 
tertainment; but, in Truth, with fecrct Inftrudions to the Tribunes to attend, and adl 
according to the Agreement betwixt Caflius and Herod before mentioned. They 
marched out Avith ibeir Arms towards the Sea-fide of the City ; where they met Mali- ' 
chus upon the Way, furrounded him, and cut him to Pieces. The Surprize put Hyrcanus 
into fo dangerous a Swoon, that they could hardly bring him to Life again ; but fo 
foon as ever he was come to himfelf, he called out to Herod to know who it was that 
had killed Malichus ? One of the Tribunes made Anfwer, that it was Caffius's Order. 
Why then fays Hyrcanus, Caflius has faved me and my Country at once, in the De- 

E 2 ftrudlion 
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ftrudion of Co dangerous a Traitor to both. Whether this was good Faith» or Fear, 
no Body knows; but this was Herod's Revenge^ and this the End of Malichus. 



CHAP, X. 

Felix makes War upon Phafacl and Herod. Herod falls Jick at Damaicus. 
Felix routed by Phafael. The Ingratitude q/'Hyrcanus. Marion the King 
oj the Tyrians driven out of Galilee. Marion and Anrigonus march 
againjl Herod. Andgonus routed. Several EmbaJJies with Complaints 
to Anthony againft Phaiael and Herod. The Tlaintijfs dijcharged with- 
out a Hearing. Repeated Complaints againfi the Brothers. Meflala and 
Hyrcanus plead for them. Anthony makes them both Teaarchs ofjudxz, 
and treats the infolent Deputies very fever efy. 

WHEN Caflius had iquitted Syria, there happened new Troubles in Jerufalem^ 
upon the Occafibh of Felix's making War againft Phafael and Herod, to re- 
venge the iDeath of Malichus upon the Brothers^ It fo fell out that Herod being then 
at Damafcus with Fabius the Governor, he was taken fo ill that it put him out ot Con-- 
dition to march to the Relief of his Brother. But as it happened, Phafael had n6 
Need of Help; for he routed Felix with his own Troops^ and did his Bufinefs without 
it: But exclaiming bitterly againft Hyrcanus for his Ingratitude in fiding with Felix^ 
and in putting feveral Caftles into the Hands of the Brother of Malichus: As there 
were many of them, and MaiTada among the reft; one of the ftxongeft Holds in the 
Country. But this availed them little againft the Power of Herod; who was no (boner 
got abroad again, but he retook all he had loft; and brought Hyrcanus to his Knees» 
even in MaiTada itfelf : Difmifting him however upon his Humiliation. He drove Ma- 
rion, the King of the Tyrians, out of Galilee, and recovered from him three Caftles 
that he had gotten ; not only fparing the Lives of the Tyrians that he took, but grati- 
fying divers of them over and above with Donatives and Bounties : By which Means 
the People became Herod^s Friends, and Marion's Enemies both at once. This Marion 
was a nt Inftrument for Caflius, who had fet fo many Tyrants over Syria already; and 
marching againft Herod, he took Antigonus, the Son of Ariftobulus along with him; 
and Fabius alfo, who was eiFedually, but Antigonus's Mercenary: And all this, bc- 
caufe they were Enemies to Herod : Ptolemy, the Father-in-Law of Antigonus, fup- 
plying them with all Neceflaries. 

Herod made ready for the Encounter, and it came to a Battle upon the Borders of 
Judca; Antigonus was routed; Herod carried the Day, and returned lo Jerufalem; 
where he was received with all Tenderncflcs of Honour and Refpeft, even by thofe that 
had defpifed him before: But this was out of a particular Regard to the Relation he 
had to Hyrcanus. For this Herod was formerly married to a Woman of his own Coun- 
try: 
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try: She was nobly born, and her Name Doris* By this Woman he had Antlpater, 
but he was afterwards married to Mariamne, the Daughter of Alexander, the Son of 
AriftobuluSt and of Alexandra the Daughter of Hyrcaniis. This was the Relation he 
had to the King. But upon Csefar's coming into Italy, and Anthony into Afia, after the 
Death of Caffius at the Battle of Philippi; Embafladors were difpatched from feveral 
Places to Anthony in Bithynia; and the Heads of the Jews appeared alfo, with noify 
Complaints againft Phafael and Herod for-ufurping arbitrary Power to themfelves, and 
allowing Hyrcanus only the bare Name of Sovereignty. Herod being within Diftance 
of over-hearing the Accufation, managed fo well with Anthony, by the Mediation of 
a Sum of Money, that the Complainants were all difcharged without a Hearing. 

Anthony being, after this, at Daphnis in the Suburbs of Antioch (about the Begin-^ 
ning of his Intrigue with Cleopatra), there came to him a hundred of. the principal 
Men of the Jews all in a Body; {eU& Men for Qoalitv and Ability: And their Buiinefs 
was the fame Complaint over again againft the two Brothers. They had made choice 
of the heft Speaker they had, for the Advantage of the Plea; and Meflala ftood up for 
the Brothers, Hyrcanus for Kindred-falce, putting in to iecond him. Upon the Hear- 
ing of both Parties, Anthony afked Hyrcanus, whom he looked upon as the fitted Man 
for a^Charader in the Government. Hyrcanus replied, that for his own Part, he knew 
not any other comparable to the two Brothers, Anthony was overjoyed at this Decla- 
ration, having been fo highly obliged to.Antipater of old, for a generous Reception and 
Entertainment, upon his coming into Judaea with Gabinius. So he pronounced them 
both Tetrarchs of Judasa, and committed the whole Adminiftration to their Condudt. 

The Deputies looked fo four and diigufted upon this Proceeding, that Anthony com- 
mitted fifteen of the hundred to Prifon; and they Tcabed narrowly with their Lives too. 
The reft he treated coarfely, and fo let them go. This did but inflame the Mutineers 
at Jerufalem to a higher Degree, fo that inftead of a hundred, they fent now a thoufand 
Deputies open mouthjto Anthony at Tyre; who was at that Time making ready to fall 
upon Jerufalem. They were fo clamorous, that the Magiftrates of Tyre were ordered 
to difperfe them; and in Cafe of Refiftance, to put all to Death that they took: An- 
thony giving them further in Charge to maintain the Authority of the Tetrarchs, which 
he had fet up. Herod and Hyrcanus, being informed of this Diforder, went out to. 
the Deputies as they were walking before the Port, and advifed them civilly to have a 
Care how they engaged themfelves and their Country, by fuch Intemperances, in one 
eommon Ruin. But the better they were ufed, the worfe they were: Infomuch, that 
Anthony was fain to bring them to Keafon by armed Troops, and a great many of them 
were killed and wounded. Hvrcanus was pleafed, however, to take care of the Wound- 
ed, and to provide for' the burying of the Dead. But all this wrought nothing at all 
upon thofe that got away; for they ftill went on embroiling the City and irritating An- 
thony, till they provoked him to put all his Prifoners to Death.^ 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XL 

Lyfanias treats %uitb Barzapharnes to depofe Hyrcanus, and fit up And* 
gonus. The Carmcli e Jc^s Join Anrigonus; rout and purfue the Eneny 
to Jerufalem. Hyrcanus and Phafael force them into the Temple. A 
Teace propofed by Anrigonus; and Pacorus yor the Umpire. The Trea- 
chery of Pacorus. Herod jealous of him. Barzapharnes falfi and 
perfidious. The whole Story of the Contrivance. Phafael cautioned to 
look to himfelf He charges Barzapharnes to his Face. Phafael And 
Hyrcanus fiizedhy the Par.h ans. Pacorus'i. 7^/(9/ upon Herod. . Heiod 
flips away by Stealthy and withdraws to Maflkda. Herod gets a great 
Vidory. He lejfens his Train, and advances to Pccra. The Parchians 
at Jerufalem ravage Town and Country. Marifla laid wafte -, Antxgonus 
declared King. Phafael and Hyrcanus delivered up to him in Qmins. An- 
tigonus bites off HyrcanusV Ears. Phafael dajhes out his own Brains, 
Herod ordered by Malichus to depart Arabia. Herod nobly treated iy 
Cleopatra. He pajfes to Brundufium, and jo to Pome, The Generojity 
o/^Auguftus and Anthony to Herod. Herod declared King of the Jews 
in the Senate. 

SOME two Years after this, when Barzapharnes, a nablc Parthian, held the Go- 
vernment of Syria, witfi Pacorus the King's Son; Lyfanias the Succeilbr of 
Ptolemy, the Son of Mennaeus ftruck up an Agreement, and confirmed ii with Articles, 
to deliver up to them a thoufand Talents and five hundred Women upon the dethroning 
of Hyrcanus, and fetting Antigonus in his Place. They fell to work upon the Projert 
immediately; Pacorus took the Way of the Sea-Coaft, and Barzapharnes was to march 
over the Midland: Ptolemais and Sidon opened their Gates to Pacorus, but the Tyrians 
abfolutely refufed him Entrance. He fent before him a Party of Horfe into Judaea, 
under the Command of Pacorus the King's Butler (an Officer of his own Name,) 
with Inflrudrions to hearken after the Enemy's Counfels and Motions; and to aiBft 
Antigonus upon Occafion. 

The Jews of Mount Carmel oflfcrcd their Servtce to Antigonus, of their own Ac- 
cord; who ordered them forthwith to advance, and poflefs themfelves of that Quarter 
of the County they call Dry ma. They brought it to a Battle, and got the better of 
it; and wheir jhe Enemy was routed and difperfed, their Numbers increafing, they 
marched ouf-^ight to Jerufalem; where Hyrcanus and Phafael made a very brave Re- 
fiftance, and after a {harp Difpute in the Market- Place, forced them to retire into the 
Temple. Herod, upon this, clapt a Guard of fixty Men into the adjoining Houfts; 
but the People fct Fire to them, out of a mortal Hatred they had for the two Bro- 
thers. 
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thcrs. Thcfc Praftices tranfportcd Herod to fuch a Degree of Indignation, that he 
fell on upon the Enemy; cutting off great Nuaibers of them; and there pailed not a 
Day without Blows and Slaughter. The Fcaft'of Pentecoft being now at Hand, and 
the City crouding full from pnc End of it to the other, up to the very Temple itlclf, 
of People that came op to the Solemnity from all Quarters; and moft of them with 
their Arms: Phafael took Charge of the Walls, and Herod, with a fmall Party, of 
the Palace. The latter made fo unexpefted a Sally into the Suburbs, that he killed 
feveral, and routed the whole Multitude: Some fled into the City; others into the 
Temple, and fome again (heltered themfelfies behind the Rampart; 
- When Things were brought to this Paft, Antigonos propofed a Treaty of Peace, 
and oiFercd Pacorus (the King's Officer before mentioned,) for an Umpire. Phafael 
entertained the Motion, and took the Parthian, with five hundred Horfe, into the City: 
His Pretence was only the compoling of a Mutiny, but the plain Truth of his Inten- 
tion was the affifling of Antigonus. Tbfis iniinuating perfidious Wretch prevailed af- 
terwards with Phafael to fend an EmbaiTy to Barzapharnes upon the fame Subjedt. 
This was much againft the Liking and Opinion of Herod; who cautioned him all the 
Way to have a Care how he truited him; for he was falfe, and it was but natural for 
a Barbarian fo to be. He was a Traitor, he faid, and deferveJ to be treated as one. 
Pacorus, for the better Colour of the Bufinefs, went out with Hyrcanus, and fo with 
the rert of the Company followed Phafael; leaving with Herod fome of thofc Cava- 
liers that the Barbarians called Freemen. 

When they came to Galilee, they found the People divided, and in Arms; but the 
Governors of Places, however, came out to meet them. Barzapharnes had th« Wit 
to cover the Fatfenefs of his Heart with external Civilities, fuch as foft Words and 
Pri£:nt8; but fo foon as they were parted, he had an Ambufh in Readinefs to furprize 
them on their Return. They were condu6ted to a Placi^ear the. Sea, called Ecdipon; 
and there they had the whole Story of the Treachery: A' thoufaild Talents promifed, 
find five hundred Women to be dedivered up- #* thi Farfhiarts, and feveral of their 
own. Part of the Number: That the Parthians were al way* falfe: A-nd Xhty v^ere told 
further, that this horrid Perfidy had not been put off fo long, but that fhey waited 
for Herod's coming up to Jcrulalem; for fear the Plot (hould take Air, and be difap- 
pointed. And to (new now tha't this was more than Talk» the Ambu(h was jufl now 
ftt Hand' to feize them. 

Ophelius was th*j Man, tO' whom Saramalla (a Syrian, and the richeft Man of 
the Country) had communicated the Minutes of the whole Defign. This Ophelius 
plied Phafael with Importunity upon Importunity, to fliift for himfelf; but Phaficl's 
Rcfolut on was, whatcv- r he iuffcrr*d, not to abandon Hyrcanus; fo that he chofe ra- 
ther to lay it home to Bafzapharnes, and to tell him to his Teeth what a mercenary 
perfidious Creature he was. •* If Money be your Bufinefs, fays he, I can give you 
more for My Life than Antigonus has promifed you for the Kingdom." This put the 
Parthian upon a violent Denial of the whole Matter, with execrable Oaths and Impre- 
cations; and fo he went his Way to Pacorus. No fcx)ncr was he gone, but Phafael 
and Hyrcanus w«re taken into Cuftody by the Parthians that ftaid behind, according 

to» 
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to their Order: And had ODiy the Liberty left them of exclaiming againft fe horrid i 
Perjury and Treafon. 

Ihe Parthian^ all this while, had 1)1$ LeHbn given him» to try if he could decoj 
Hercd out of the Town, and take him. This he attempted; but Herod iiras Co wefl 
acquainted with the treacherous Practices of thofe Barbarians, that he vrould not fo 
much as ftir out of the Walls. He made no Doubt but Phafael had written him the 
ivhole Story at Length, of the Treachery; and that the Parthians had intercepted 
thofe Letters : But all that Pacorus could do would not draw him oat oF his Hold; 
tho' he was preflcd with a Pretence plaufible enough; which waa, that he ihoold 
meet his Letters upon the Way; for he would find no fuch Thing in them as Im- 
prifonment or Treachery, nor any Thing more than the common Bufineis of fewnakr 
Letters. Herod kept himfdf dill upon his Guard; for he had been told by othen» 
that his Brother Phafael was taken up: Befide, that Mariamnc, the Daughter of 
Hyrcanus, and one of the wifeft of Women, begged of him, upon any TermSj not 
to ftir abroad, nor expofe himfelf to the manifeft Defigns of thote Barbarians. 

Herod was too wife and wary to be impofed upon bare-faced: So that Pacoras was 
put to his Shifts, and to bethink himfelf how he might trick him oat of his I^ife 
fome other Way. While this was in Agitation, Herod flipped away by Night, with 
fome of his neareft Relations (and when his Enemies leaft thought on it,) towards 
Idumxa. The Parthians had no fooner Notice of his Departure, but they got up, 
and followed him; fending his Mother, Brother, Mariamne (to whom he was con- 
trsidled,) and Mariamne's younger Brother, before him; while he and his People about 
him made good againft the Barbarians, and got the better of them in feveral Encoun- 
ters; retiring at laft to the Caftle of MafTada. The Jews were harder upon him in 
his Flight, than the Parthians (though ever troublefome,) and fell upon him about 
iixty Furlgngs from Jerufalem, where they puftied it to a down-right Battle. Herod 
got the Vidtory with a great Slaughter of Men; and for the eternal Honour of die 
AAion, he eredled a moft magnificent Palace upon the Place, with a ftrong Caftle in 
it; which he called Herodion, after his own Name. 

A great many People came in to him in his Retreat; and at Threfta in Idumea, hia 
Brother Jofeph advifed him by all Means to lefTen his Train; which he took to be up- 
ward of three thoufand Men, and the Caftle of MafTada would not hold tbeqpu 
Herod took his Counfel, and difcharged all the unprofitable Mouths with a Viaticun 
to Idumaea; difpofing of his Kindred, and the moft neceftary Perfons for his Service 
into the Caftle, with a Body of eight hundred Men over and above for the Guard of 
the Women; and Provifions fufficient to hold out a Siege, if there ftiould be Occafion. 
This he did, and fo went forward to Petra, a City of Arabia. 

The Hearts of the Parthians at Jerufalem were altogether fet upon Booty; breaking 
into the Houfes of thofe that were gone, and rifling the Royal Palace itfelf : but with- 
out fo much as touching Hyrcanus's Treafure, which was not above three hundred Ta- 
lents. But they poiTefled tbemfelves of other Riches, though not fo much as they ex« 
pedted. For Herod had the Providence, for fear of the lewd Barbarians, to take out 
what was moft precious; and to tranfport it long before, to Idumsea^ his Companions 

alfo 
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alfo taking the fame Courfe. But after the Parthians were Mafters of the Spoil of the 

Town, they were not content with that Ravage, but infefted the Countries alfo with a 

bloody and an implacable War. They laid wafte the City of Marifla, and not only con- 

,. Aituted Antigonus King, but delivered up Phafael and Hyrcanus in Chains, into his 

L Hands. He tore off the Ears of Hyrcanus with his Teeth, to render him, by that 

■ Maim, incapable of the Pontificate, in Cafe Times (hould turn: For the holy Office is 

- not to be adminiftered by any Perfon maimed or blemifhed. 

But the Cruelty of Antigonus was fruftratcd by the Courage of Phafael ; who without 
either the Help of a 'Sword, or his Hands at Liberty, daflied out his Brains againft a 
Stone; (hewing himfelf the true Brother of Herod, and Hyrcanus a Degenerate. He 
died like a Man of Honour, and his End was fuitable to the Glory of his Life. There 
goes yet another Report of him; and that he repented after that Violence upon himfelf; 
but that a Phyficiari was fent him from Antigonus, that poifoned the Wound, and fo 
difpatched him. But whether the one or the other, we {hall not contend. There paf- 
fes another Story, that, before he died, he was told by a Woman, that Herod had made 
his Efcapc. Well! fays he, I ftiali now die in Peace; for I (hall leave a Friend behind 
me that will revenge my Wrongs. 

This was the End of Phafael, and it was now a great Mortification to the Parthians» 
that Antigonus could not make good his Promife of the five hundred Women to them: 
But the Bufinefs was made up at Jcrufalem, and Hyrcanus fent bound into Parthia. He- 
rod knew nothing as yet of the Death of his Brother; but was fo fenfible of the cove- 
tous Humour of the Barbarians, that he concluded there was no redeeming of him but 
L by a Sum of Money: And on that Account he refolved upon a Journey into Arabia; in 
■^i Hope of fupplyin^ himfelf from the King, upon that Occafion, either as a Bounty 
upon the Score of an old Friendffaip betwixt the Arabian and Antipater, or as a Loan, 
upon the Pawn of his Nephew the Son of Phafael, a Youth of feven Years of Age; 
\ivhom he had at that Time with him for his Security. The Sum he propofed to give, 
was three hundred Talents; the Tyrians joining with him in the Requeft. 

But his generous Intentions were, oicjp:. unhappily prevented by this Fatality in the 
Death of Phafael ; fo that Herod coulH'dib him no good: Over and above that, he durft 
not truft himfelf among the Arabians. For Malichus, their King, ordered him to de- 
part immediately out of his TerritiDries ; pretending that the Parthians had demanded, 
by their Embaflddors, that Herod might be driven out of Arabia: But the true Reafon 
was his Ingratitude to Antipater, and the Narrownefs of his Soul, that he would not 
make himfelf a Debtor to the Sons (being then in Diftrefs,) for the Obligations he had 
to the Father. He had, in fine, impudent Advifcrs about him, without either Faith, 
or Honour; and thefe were the Perfons that were moft in Credit with him. 

When Herod came to find the Arabians to be his Enemies: And for thofe very Rea- 
ibns that he thought would have made them his Friends, he di(patched the Mcflengers 
back again, With fuch an Anfwer as he was prompted to by the Paffion of a troubled 
Mind: And fo marched toward Mgypt. He came in the Evening to a certain Temple, 
where he had left feveral of his Company in his Pafifage. He got next Day to Rinoco- 
lura: And that was the Place where he received the firft News of his Brother's Death. 
Numb. 7. F This 
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This Surprize undoubtedly tranfported him; but fo foon as ever the firft Heat of his 
Pailion was over, and that he had done Juflice to the SoftneiTes of Humanity and nata* 
ral Affedlion, he proceeded on his Journey. The Arabian repented himfelf, by this, 
of what he had done; and with all Speed fent after the Pcrlbn he had lo barbaroufly 
abufedy to call him back again; but it was now too late; for he was gotten to PeluUumft 
where the Officers made a Difficulty of letting him pafs; till tipon Application Co the 
MagiftrateSy he was left at Liberty to go whither he pleafed; out of the Veneration he 
had for the Fame and Worth of the Man* He took his PaiTage for, Alexandria, where 
he was received by Cleopatra, upon his Entrance into the Cityi with all pompous Fori- 
raalities of Honour and Refpedt^ in Hope that he niiight ha prevailed with to accept o£. 
the Command of an Army, which (he was then providing for fome great De(ign. ^But 
Herod's Heart was fb let upon his Voyage, for Rome, that neither the Queen's Entrea* 
tips, the extreme Cold of the Seafon, nor the Hazards of the Seas, could divert hioft 
from it. Upon his putting to Sea, he took his Courfe by the. Way of Pamphylia; 
where there happened fo outrageous a Tempeft, that they were forced, to caft, the Goods 
over-board to fave the VcfTel. But w:ith great Difficulty at la(]b, he got fafc to. Rhodes; 
where he found all Things iii a terrible Confufion, by Reafon of a War at that Time 
with Caffiua. He was there received by two Friends of his, Ptolemy and Saphinias; 
and, notw^thftanding his pre(ent. Want of Money, made a Shift to provide himfelf a^ 
fl.out Vefiel, that carried him and his Friends to Brundufium, and fo to Rome. The 
Perfbn there to whom he made his firfl; Application, was Anthony; upon the Score of 
an antient Kindnefs and Acquaintance betwixt him and Antipater. And to. him he re- 
cpunted the Adventures and Misfortunes, both of himfelf, and his Family; with the 
Story of his Friends and Relations that were at prefent (hut up, ai^d beficged ia the, ' 
Caftle of MaiTada: And how he had made a Winter Voyage of it, to pay his Duty to 
him, and to implore his Aid. 

Anthony was fo affectionately moved with a generous Compaffion for Herod's Diflrefs, 
and an honourable Deference to the Memory of Antipater ; together with a virtuous 
Senfe of what was due to the Charadter of fo excellent a Perfon, that he refolved in the 
very inftant to make Herod now King of the Jews, as he had declared him Tetrarch be- 
fore i and this not only out of a Refpe£t to Herod ; but the Averfion Anthony bare to 
Antigonus, had fome Part likewife in the Refolution ; looking upon him as a Man tur- 
bulent and feditious, and an Enemy to the Romans. And now, after all thefe gentle Di(^ 
pofitions of Anthony in Herod*s Favour, Auguftus was yet rather the forwarder Friend of 
the two; for he was never well and eafy, but when he was talking of Antipater's Services 
in JEgypti and what Antipater and Caefar had fufFered there; the Honour, and the Hof- 
pitality of the Converfation; btfide the Worthinefs of Herod's Mind and Courage. 

Upon this, there was a Senate called; where Meflala, and, after him, Atratinus (He- 
rod himfelf prefent), enlarged upon the Merits of Antipater, and his Fidelity to the Peo- 
ple of Rome: Expofing Antigonus at the fame Time, for a public Enemy: not only for 
falling off fo foon, but for receiving a Crown from the Hands of the Parthians, in .Con- 
tempt of the Romans. The Senate was fo pofTeiTed with thefc Harangues, that they gave 
their Voices unanimoully for Herod to be King of the Jews: Efpecially Anthony decla- 
ring 
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ring himfelf, ttiat it would be for the Advantage' of the War with the Parthians to 
have it fo. Upon the Rifing of the Senate, Anthony and Caefar went out with Herod 
betwixt them; the Confuls, and other Magiftrates going before, to give Order for the 
killing of Sacrifices, and the depofiting of this Decree of the Senate in the Capitol. 
Herod, on the firft Day of his Reign, fupped with Anthony. 



CHAP. XIL 

Antigonus hejieges Maflada; and Jofeph, Herod i Brother^ defends it. 
Ventidius and Silo join with Herod again/1 Antigonus. Herod takes 
Joppa, and relieves Maflada; and fo advances to Jerufalem, and begirt s 
the City. The Befiegers at e repulfed. The Craft and Corruption of 
Silo. A defperate Mutiny ^ hut quieted by Herod; who pojfejfes himfelf 
of Sepphoris, takes Jericho, and rifles it. The Hiftory of his War 
with the Robbers. He goes back to Samaria, and Ptolemy Commands 
in his Tlace. Machserus commits a barbarous Maflacrc upon the Jews. 
Anthony bejieges Samofata, and Antiochus delivers up the Tlace^ 

ANTIGONUS was at this Time before Maflada; where they wanted Water 
to Extremity, and nothing elfe; infomuch that Jofeph, the Brother of Herod^ 
underftanding that Malichus the King of Arabia had repented of the Injuries he had 
multiplied upon Herod; he took up a Refolution, with two hundred of his familiar 
Friends, to (leal out of the Caftle by Night, and to betake himfelf to the Arabians. for 
Saccour. And he had certainly left the Caftle, if upon the precife Point of Time, 
when he was jufl about^to make the Sally, there had not fallen lb plentiful a Shower of 
Rain, that their Pits, Cifterns, and other Veflels, were all replenished with it; fo that 
there was now no need of ftirring. After this Relief, the Garrifon fell to their Sal- 
lies; and betwixt Surprises and open Force, they did confiderable Execution upon the 
Enemy; not but that they had the Fortune to be fometimes worded themfelves. 

While this pafled, Ventidius, one of the Roman Generals, being fent to drive the 
Parthians out of Syria, entered into Judaea, under Colour of a Defign to relieve Maf- 
fada ; but in EfFedt to make a Seizure of Antigonus's Treafure. Now when he had 
done his Bufinefs at Jerufalem, he went off a^ain with the greatefl: part of the Armyj 
but left Silo with a fmall Body behind him,^ for the better Countenance of the Cheat; 
for if he had quite cleared the Country, it would have been faid, that he came only to 
feather his own Neft. Antigonus, however, made fair with Silo, having fbme hope 
yet, that he might piece again with the P;»rthians; and fo long as there was Hopfc, he 
thought the People would be quiet. 

Herod being now tranfported out of Italy to Ptolemais, lifted a confiderable Army, 
both ot his own Nation, and Strangers ; and fo pofted away thorough Galilee toward 

F 2 Antigonus 
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Antigonus, with the Afliftancc of Vcntidius and Silo; who were prevailed upon by the 
Solicitation of Dellius, at the Inftance of Anthony, to help Herod into the Poflcfllon 
of his Kingdom. But Ventidius was taken up with compofing the Broils that the Par- 
thians had raifcd in the Cities; and Silo was already corrupted by Antigonus, in Judaea, 
But Herod wanted no Men, for they canne in to him every Day, all the Way he 
marched; and Galilee, all but a very few, went along with him entire. The firft, and 
the moft neceffary Thing he had in his Thought, was the raifing of the Siege of Mat- 
fada, -to fet his Friends and his Kindred at Liberty. But Joppa was a Block in his Way, 
and the firft Obftacle to be removed ; for there is no meddling with Jerufalem, with that 
Enemy at their Backs. Silo took this Occalion to withdraw; and the Jews of Aqtigo- 
nus's Party purfuing him, Herod with a Handful of Men, fought and defeated then, 
and brought off Silo, after a faint and a weak Rcfiftance. 

Joppa being now taken, Herod haftened away to fet Maflada free ; the Country 
very frankly joining with him; fome for his Father's Sake, fome for his own, others 
in Gratitude for the Obligations they had to both ; but the greater Part of them, for 
the Hope of Honour and Reward. He was by this Time Mafter of a confiderable 
Army ; but Antigonus did what be cotild, however, to obftrudt his Paflage, by plant- 
ing Ambuflies in his Way, though with little or no Damage to the adverfe P.irty. 
Herod, in fine, found no great Difficulty in raifing the Siege, and in withdrawing his 
Friends and his Goods out of the Caftle. He advanced from thence to Jerufafem, 
where divers of Silo's Men, and of the Inhabitants^ came over to him, out of an Awe 
they had for his Power. 

He pitched his Camp upon the Weft-fide of the Town ; whence the Enemy galled 
him with Showers of Darts and Arrows, and the Defendants made feveral ftrong 
Sallies upon him. The firft Thing Herod did, was the publilhing of a Proclamation 
quite round the Walls of the City by a Herald in Form, felting forth that he had no 
other Defign in this Expedition, than the co^nmon Good of the People,, and the Safety 
of the City, with the Offer of an univerfal A6t of Oblivion to all his Enemies, t)f 
.what Sort or Degree foever, without Exception, Antigonus, on the other Hand, did 
all he could, with Noile and Harangue, to keep his People, either from hearing the 
Conditions of the Declaration, or from being moved with the Reafon of it: And fo 
he commanded his Men to fall on; whereupon the Befiegers were beaten ofT with Shot 
from the Towers, and forced to a Retreat. 

The-'Corruption of Silo was now as clear as the Sun, by the Clamours of the Sol- 
diers, that he had tamf>ered and fiiborned to put alJ into a Flame. ** They were 
V undone, they cried, for Want of NecefTarics. They had neither Meat noi- Money: 
•• And as Antigonus had ordered it, the Skirts of the City were all eaten up, and 
** they were ruined for Want of convenient Winter- Quarters '* At this Rate were 
the People animated to a Revolt, and Silo would have gone off for Company. This 
was fo dangerous a Pradlice, that Herod was glad to apply himfelf, not only to Silo's 
Officers, but to the common Soldiery alfo, to prevent a worfe Mifchief. 

" Fellow Soldiers, fays he, you know very well, that I have the Commiflion of 
•* Csefar, Anthony, and the Senate, for what I do* Do but ftay by me one Day 

*• longer. 
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«« longer, arid all your Wants (hall be fupplied."* Upon this Aflurance, he went away 
himfelf to give Orders for Provifion, and forthwith fcnt them fo prodigious a Quan- 
tity, that Silo's Mouth was ftopt, and no Room left for any further Complaint. And 
to fecurc them likewife for the future, he wrote to Samaria (which was then under 
his Proteftion) to fend him all Manner of Provifion s • to Jericho: As Corn, Wine, 
Oil, Cattle, &c. When Antigonus heard this, he prefently difpatched his Troops 
abroad, and laid Ambufhes to intercept the Convoys. They followed their Orders, 
and there was now a great Army gotten together near Jericho -, and Parties up and 
down the Mountains, to obftruft any Relief. 

Herod was hot idle all this while, but with ten Companies, half Romans, half 
Jews, and a fmall Body of Horfe, he advanced to Jericho; where he found the City 
abandoned, not a Creature left in it, and only five hundred of the Inhabitants, with 
their Wives and Families, lied to the Mountains. Thefe he took, and fo difmiflcd 
them. The Town had a World of rich Pillage in it; which the Romans rifled and 
carried away : A'.'d Herod, leaving a Garrifon in the Place, went his Way back again. 
The Roman Troops had their Wmter- Quarters afligned them in the Cities that came 
over to Herod; as Idumaea, Galilee, and Samaria. Antigonus alfo, upon Silo's Ac- 
count, had Part of his Army quartered in Lydda, to (land fair with Anthony. The 
Romans were now eafy and quiet, and in a full Enjoyment of Peace and Plenty. But 
Herod could not )fet be at Reft; for he fent his Brother Jofeph with 400 Horfe and 
Sooo Foot to fortify Idumsea, for fear Antigonus (hould enter upon any new Practice : 
While he went himfelf, with his Mother and the reft of his Kindred, to Samaria; 
whom he had refcued at MafTada. After the fecuring of his Friends, he advanced 
into Galilee to reduce certain Garrifons that Antigonus was pofllflVd of in that Pro- 
vince. He came up to Sepphoris in a deep Snow, and took the Place without any 
Difficulty; for the Garrifon quitted it without a Blow. When he had ftaid there 
awhile, and rcfreflied his Men after a Winter's Fatigue, (as there was great Plenty of 
I'rovifions) he turned his Arms againft the Free-booters, that (heltered themfelves in 
Caves^ and bv Sallies and Incurfions made a worfe Ravage in the Country than a regu- 
lar War. He fent away three Companies of Foot, and a Wing of Horfe before him, 
to Arbela, and followed them himfelf forty Days after with the reft of his Army.. 
Thefe Robbers were not at all daunted with this Incurfion; but, on the contrary, ad- 
vanced againft them in a Body, in the Confidence they had of the Condudt and Cou- 
rage of their Leader, When the Armies came afterward to the Shock, the Thieves 
right Wing put Herod's left Wing to an abfolute Rout; but Herod wheeling imme- 
diately upon them with his Right, did not only put a Stop to the Flight of his own 
Men, but brought them on again with fuch a Fary, that the Robbers were not able 
to ftiind before them. He had the Chace of them as far as the Jordan: A great many 
of them were cut oflF in the Purfuir, and the reft got over the River. Galilee was now 
delivered from this P^ft, faving only fome Strngglers that kept ftlU in their F-aftnefles;. 
which was the Occalion of Herod's ftaying a little longer in the Country, 

Herod, after this Exploit, as the firft Fruits of his Soldiers Services, gave the com- 
mo|^ Soldiers a hundred and fifty Drachma's a Man, and to their Oliicers fo much more 
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in Proportion : And then difaufTed them into their Winter-^Quarters. He gave it in 
Charge to his younger Brother Pheroras to take Care fqr Provifions, and likewife to 
run up a Wall about the Caftle of Alexandrion: Which was all done accordingly. 

Anthony was now at Athens; and Ventidius fent to Silo and Herod, to join him in 
the War againH: the Parthians: But writing to them in the firft Place, to fettle the 
Affairs of Judasa. Herod was well enough content to fend Silo to Ventidius, while he 
himfelf advanced againfl; the Thieves again to ferret them out of their Dens. Now 
thefe Dens or Caverns were in the Craggs of the Rocks; hardly acceflible on any Side, 
but by narrow Turns and Windings, and a direft Precipice from Top to Bottom. 
The Place was fo nice and difficult, that it cofl the King fome Time before he could 
refolve what to do; but he bethought himfelf at laft of an Experiment, bold and def- 
perate enough. There were ftrong Chefts, with Soldiers in them, let down with 
Ropes from the Top of the Mountain to the Mouth of the Entrance into the Cave. 
The Soldiers deftroyed the Thieves in their Holes: Some with their Arms; and others 
that refilled, with Fire. When Herod had a Mind to fave any . of them, a Cryer 
fummoned them to come to him. But upon the Main, there was not one Man tnat 
rendered himfelf upon his own Accord: And for thofe that were forced to it» a great 
many of them preferred their Liberties before their Lives. 

There was one very remarkable PaiTaga, An old Man, the Father of feven Sods : 
The Mother and the Children lay begging at him only for Leave to go out, and render 
themfelves to the Enemy, This old man commanded them to come out one after ano- 
ther, and flill as many of them appeared, he put them to Death. This Spectacle ftruck 
Herod to the Heart : who faw it from a Place of Profpedt near at Hand, and befoDght 
the poor Man, with Signs, and Words, at length, to fpare his Children. But no 
Words or Adions of Tendernefs had the Power to work upon him. The Man went 
forward in his Refolution; killed the Children firft, and then the Mother: Cafting their 
dead Bodies down the Rock, and himfelf next ; reproaching Herod for a Man of an 
abjed:, mean Spirit. 

When Herod had hunted the Thieves out of their Dens, he left only fuch a Force 
behind him, as he thought fufficient to keep the peace. Ptolemy had the Command 
of it; and fo he returned to Samaria; marching againft Antigonus with three thoufimd 
Foot armed with Bucklers ; and fix hundred Horfe. The Troublcrs of Galilee made 
Advantage of Herod's Abfence, and fell upon Ptolemy by Surprize, and killed him : 
They laid the Country wafte alio, and then fled to Bogs and Defiles for their Retreat. 
Herod had no fboner Notice of this Diforder, but he was in with them immediately^ 
and cut off great Numbers of their People ; fet all the Cafiles at Liberty that th^ had 
as good as blocked up, and fined the Cities a hundred Talents for the Riot. 

The Parthians being now beaten, and Pacorus killed; Ventidius, by the Order of 
Anthony, difpatched Machsrus to Herod with a thoufand Horfe and two Legions 
againft Antigonus : Who fent Machaerus with a complaining Letter of the In- 
dignities Herod had put upon him, with the Offer of a confiderable Sum of Money 
to enter into his Interefl : But Machserus flood off; partly for their Sakes to whom he 
was recommended, and in Part becaufb Herod was the franker Bidder of the two. But 

Machsrus 
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Machtvua mad^fair, bowever» with Antigohas^ and pat'oa the Countenance of a friendly 
Difpofition.todifcourjfe the Matter with him: But his Bufinefs, in Truth, was only to 
feci his.Pulfe, and learn the State of his Affairs^ which was a Method abfolutely againft 
the. Opinion and Advice of Herod. Now Antigonus finding by this Time whereabouts 
be waSp did not.ooly refufe him Entrance upon his Approach to the City; but kept him 
off from the Walls with Darts and Arrows,, as an adtual Enemy. Machaerus was fo 
a(hamed of himfelf upon this Difappointment^ that away he went tb Herod at Ammaus; 
and in a Rage put all the Jews to Death that be could meet with, whether Friends or 
Foes, and the Herodians as well as the reft: Neither did the Antigonians efcape any 
better than their Neighbours. 

Herod was fo transported at this bloody Outrage, that he was once thinking to take 
bk Revenge upon Machsrus, bare*fkced, and as an open Enemy: But upon fecond 
Thoughts he checked himfelf, and chofe rather to carry the Caufe immediately to An- 
thony. Machasrus was fo confcious to himfelf of what he had done; that fo foon as 
ever Herod w^s gone, he polled,, at that Inftant, after him; and overtaking hhn upon 
the Way, after a thoufand SubmiiHons, Profeftations^ and other begging Importunities, 
with much ado he made his Peace. But this did not divert Herod yet from going to 
Anthony. So he went forward; and hearing upon* the Way that Anthony was at that 
Time with a great Army before Samofata (a ftrong Place upon the Euphrates^, he made 
the more Hafte to be up with him Time enough tagive ibme fignal Proofs of his Faith 
and Courage, and at the fame Time to ingratiate himfelf with Anthony. The Arrival 
of Herod' -put a quick End to the Siege : He deftroyed a Multitude bf the Barbarians,, 
and a great Part of the Booty fell to his Share. Anthony, that faiul' always a mighty 
Value for Herod^ had a greater Efteem for him upon this Occafion yet than ever; which 
contributed exceedingly to his Honour, and to the Hopes he had of eftablifhing him- 
felf in the Kingdom. Antiochus, in fine, was forced to deliver up Samofata. 



CHAP. XIIL 

Jofeph commands in Herod i Ahfence, Jofiph^ He^od j Brother ^ hilled in a 
Shirmijb, Ancigonus infults upon the Body^ and cuts off' his Head. Strange 
Changes upon his Succejfes, Sofius made General o/' Syria. A fore-boding 
Qream of Hcrod'j. Three vfonderfiil Deliverances, Jcrufalem bejieged^ 
and taken by Ajfault ; and Herod compounds for the Tillage. Pappus i 
itead cut of in Revenge of Jofeph. A mean Chara&er of Antigonus. 
He is fent in Chains to Anchony, and lojes his Head, Cleopatra cove- 
tous and tll-natured, 

HILE thefe Thbgs paiTed, Herod's Affairs went ill in Judaea r which he 
left> in his Abfence, under the ablblute Command of his Brother Jofeph^ 

upon 



w 



49 . The .WARS of the JEWS. Book F. 

upon this cxprefs Condition, that he fliould not attempt any Thing upon Antigonus 
while he was away: His Reafon was, that he had a Jealoufy of Machxrus, upon an 
old Account, and durft not lay any Strels upon his Honefty. But Jofcph, when his 
Brother was at a Diftancc, forgot that Article, and marched towards Jericho with five 
Companies that Machaerus had provided him, lo carry off the Corn that was then ripe 
upon the Ground. The Enemy fell upon him from the Mountains, and betwixt the 
Advantages of the Place, and the Occafion, gave him an utter Defeat; cutting all the 
Romans to Pieces, and the General himl'elf ; who left behind him the Character of a 
great and a valiant Man; thcfe being only new-raifed Troops levied in Syria, and no 
Veterans among them to fupply the Want of Skill and Experience in their Fellows 

But fuch at laft was the Brutality of Antigonus, that the Vidtory would not fcrvc his. 
Turn, without unnianly infolences upon the Dead : Infulting over the Body of Jofeph 
himfelf, with Affronts and Blows, and then ftriking off his Head; though Phcroras 
offered fifty Talents Compofition for that laft Indignity. Things were fo altered in 
Galilee upon the Succefs of Antigonus, that they took the Hcrodians of the firft Quali- 
ty, and plunged them into the Lake. There was a great Change in Idumaea too; wliere 
Machaerus repaired the Walls of the Caftle of Gath. Herod knew nothing of thcfe 
Matters all this while; for upon the taking of Samofata, Anthony made Sofius Governor, 
of Syria, with a Charge to Affift Herod againfl Antigonus, and io departed into .A^ypt. 
Sofius upon this fent away two Companies into Judaea to join Herod, and he himfelf 
followed foon after with the reft of the Army. 

While Herod was at Daphne (the Suburbs of Antioch), he had a Kind of Prefagc of 
the Death of his Brother, in a Dream. He leaped out of his Bed upon it, and the Mef- 
fengers that brought the News, came into his Chamber at that very Inftant. The Sur- 
prize ftruck him at firft; but when his Paffion had a little fpent itfelf, he difpatchcd away 
with all poflible Speed, to find out the Enemy. Coming to Libanus, he took eight hun- " 
dred Inhabitants of the Place, and one Roman Cohort to his Affiftance. With this Body 
he entered Galilee before Day ; charged the Enemy, and beat them back into the CaftJe 
from whence they came. He fat down before it, and affulted it Day after Day; but be- 
fore he could make himfelf Mailer of it, the Winter came on fo faft, that he was fain 
to draw off his Army into the next Village. Anthony, fome few Days after this, lent 
him an Inforcement of another Company; which put the Garrifon into fuch an Ap- ' 
prehenfion, that they flipped away out of the Caftle by Night. 

Hcrods next Remove was in all Hafte to Jericho, to take his revenge for the Death 
of bis Brother, where he was Prcferved by a providence fo wonderful, that it fell little 
fhort of a Miracle; but God in his Goodnefs had him under his particular Care. Hcrpd 
had had at fupper with him that Night, feveral Pcrfons of great Quality, and fo foon as 
the Entertainment was over, the Room cleared, and the Company gone, the Roof of the 
Eating-Room fell flat down to the Ground. He took this remarkable Efcape for fo airipici<- 
ous a Prefage, with rcfpedt to the War he was engaged in, that he dtcamped next Morn- 
ing early. The Enemy in a Body of about fix thoufand came down the Mountains, aed 
had a Skirmifli with his Van-Guard; but they did not much prefs to any Adtion with 

the 
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the Romans : Only they aflaultcd them with Darts and Stones at a Diftance, and Herod 
himfcif, as he had pafled by, received a Wound in his Side. 

Antigonus, that valued himfelf upon being thought Herod's Superior, both for 
Number and Courage, fent a familiar Friend of his, one Pappus, with a Body of * 
Men into Samaria to try an Encounter with Machaerus. Herod, in the mean Time, 
takes five Towns, and ravages the Enemy's Country; deftroys two thoufand of the 
Inhabitants ; lays their Houfes in Afhes, and fo returns to the Army not far from a 
Village called Cana. There came to him every Day a World of Jews : Some from 
Jericho; fome from clfewhere; others for Spite to Antigonus, and fome again in Ref- 
pedt to Herod: Nay, fome theye were fo fenfelefs, that they loved Change purely for 
Change-fake. Now the Thing that Herod's Heart was moft fet upon, was to put it 
to a Battle; and Pappus, with his Men, on the other Hand, was as ready to put it 
to an liTue: So that his Troops, without any Dread, either of Force or Numbers, 
marched fiercely up to the Combat. When they came to charge. Pappus's Men 
upon the Main, made a tolerable Refiftance ; but wherever Herod came, he was fo 
tranfported with the Spirit of Revenge for his Brother's Death, that his Enemies fled 
before him. It was his Method, wherever he faw them in a Body, to break them 
into a Diforder, and by that Means he put them all to Flight. 

There was a terrible Slaughter: Some beaten back into the Place when they came; 
and fome running one Way, fome another: Herod ftill prefling and. purfuing them, 
till at laft he fell in with them pell-^mell into the Town. The Houfes were prefently 
crouded with Fugitives, and the very Roofs covered with them. But thofe were 
eafily deftroyed; and then, upon beating down the Buildings, feveral perifhed under 
the Ruins, and others by the Sword ; and they that cfcaped the one, were deftroyed 
by the other. The Streets, in fine, were fo blocked up with Piles of Carcaffcs, that 
they found fome Difiiculty to march over the dead Bodies. The Spedacle was fo 
frightful, that the People were not able to ftand the very Sight of it. In the Fluth 
of this SuccefSi Herod had certainly marched dirQ^y to Jerufalem, if the extreme 
Rigour of the Seafon had not made the Ways impSHablc. This was the only thing 
that hindered the perfedling of his Vidlory, and the irreparable Ruin of Antigonus; 
who was now difpofing of himfelf to quit the City. 

Herod, in the Evening, having difcharged his Friends to refreih themfelves after the 
Fatigue of the Day, went to wa(h himfelf, as is ufual in fuch Cafes, being hot and 
fweaty, with only one Servant to attend him. As he was in his Way to the Bath, one 
of Antigonus's Soldiers met him with a Sword drawn; and, after him, another and 
another; and ftill more. Now thefe were Men that fled thither with their Arms out 
of the Battle for Sanftuary. Upon the Sight of the King, they fell into fuch a Dread 
and Trembling, that they minded nothing but the faving of thoeifelves, and fo pafl^ed 
by him. It fo happened that no body being at hand to feize them, they all got ofi^j 
and as Providence would have it, Herod efcaped untouched. On the Day following he 
ordered the Head of Pappus (Antigonus's General,) to be ftruck oflF, and fent it to his 
'Sitother Pheroras, in Revenge for the Blood of Jofcph j for it was Pappus that killed 
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When the Winter was well over, Herod advanced to Jcrufalem ; drew his Men to 
the Walls ; and, for the Advantage of the Attack, encamped before the Temple : 
being the Quarter from whence Ptolemv took it formerly. This was the third Year 
after Herod's being declared King at Rome. He affigned all his Troops their Offices 
and Stations, and every Man his Port in the Suburbs. He ordered the cafting up of 
three Ramparts, and the building of Turrets over them : And when he had givjen thefe 
Commiffions in Charge to his Friends and Officers that he could bed confide in, he 
went himfelf to Samaria, to confummate a Marriage with Mariamne (the Daughter of 
Ariftobulus the Son of Alexander,) to whom he had been contradlcd fomcTimc before: 
So that the Siege and the Match went on together, in Contempt of his Eoaosies ; 4$ 
who fhould fay, I have Time enough for both. 

Upon his Marriage, he came back again to Jerufalem with feveral additional Troops j 
^(Idcs a ftrong Body of Horfc and Foot under Solius the Roman General, that was 
fcnt to join him : The greater Part of them took their March by the Way of the Mid- 
land, and he himfelf by Phaenicia. The whole Army, upon the Mufter, amounted ta 
eleven Regiments, and fix thoufand Horfc; befides a ftrong Inforcement of Syrian 
Auxiliaries. They ordered the AfiTault upon the North Side. Herod founded his {tight 
upon the Decree of Senate that made him King; and Sofius pleaded the CooiiniffioQ 
of Anthony, for the Affiftance of Harod with the Troops under his Command. 

The Jews within the City were now in a very great Confufion and Dilkrefst ; the 
meaner fort of {hem gathering about the Temple, and pafiing their Judgment qpon 
the Times in a Kind of enthufiaftical Way of for.c-hodipg Calamities to come. The 
bolder Part of this Rabble went trooping up and down, and pillaging whatever they 
could come at ; efpecially near the Town, where they left no Ncgcffarics, neither for 
Horfe, nor Man. The Soldiery, all this while, omitted nothing for the Defence^ of 
the Place, They kept the Bcfiegers off from their Walls, and ftill oppofed one Inftru- 
ment and one Stratagem to another: But their greateft Excellency lay in mining and 
breaking in upon the Enemy before they were aware. The King, on the other hand, 
took Care to provide againft the Excurfions of the Robbers, and for a Supply of Pro- 
vifions by Convoys and Tranfportations from abroad, to anfwer the Necefficics of the 
People. The Jews muft be allowed to have been bold and daring in Battle, even to 
the higheft Degree. But yet when it came to military Skill and Addiefs, they were 
conftantly outdone by the Romans : But maintaining the Difpute, however, though 
they were in a Manner fure to die for it. And in Cafe of any furprizing Attempt of 
the Enemy from their Trenches, by Sally, or Attack, they found fome Way. or other 
in an Inftant, to make all good. And, in one Word, they fparcd neither for Art nor 
Labour, in the Refolution they had taken to deftrnd it to the laft. But after a five 
Months Defence agaipfV fo vaft an Army, a fcled: Party of Herod's Men were ip bardy 
at laft as to mount the Wall, with fome of Solius's Centurions to fecond them/ *nd fo 
they brake into the City. The firft Thing they did, after their Entrance, was to poft 
themfclvcs round the Temple, and as near it as they could get; while the Army dif- 
perfed itfelf, and carried Death and Defolation along with it, in the moft ludeous 
Forms, wherever it moved. The Romans were outrageous in Revenge for the rfard- 

ihips 
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ftiips they had endured in the Siege ; and the Cruelty of the Herodian Jews was an 
implacable Spite, for fear »y of their Adverfaries ftiould cfcape. The narrow Paffagcs, 
and the Houfes, were all filled, and peftered with Heaps of dead Bodies. They fpared 
neither Age nor Sex, and the Temple itfelf was no longer a Sandtuary. Nay, though 
the King himfelf commanded them every where, upon their Allegiance, to hold their 
Hands, they went on neverthelefs with the Butchery, to the Degree of an inhuman 
Madnefs. 

/ihrtigonus, in this Hurry and Confufion, was fo mean andHftrtlefs, that without 
any R^ard to his Quality, or to his paft or prcfent Fortune, he came down from Baris> 
and caEft^imfelf at the Feet of Sofius; who, without any Sort of Pity for his Cala- 
mity, iTceived him with this Taunt, that his Name ftiould be no longer Antigonus, 
but Antigona. But though he behaveii him1|[lf \\k& a Woman, he was not ufed like 
one ; for he was laid in Chains, and kept a *rifoner. Hjcrod's Enemies were now al 
his Mercy, but his Friends were yet fo troublefoJ^e, that he had much ado to keep his 
Auxiliaries and Strangers quiet ; for the Multitude prefled fo violently into the Temple, 
out of a rude Curiofity to fee Things and Faftiions, that Herod bad enough to do, by 
fair Means and foul, as Menaces, In treaties,, .nay, and fometimes with Blows, to keep 
them in Order : Accounting upon it that his Vidlory would be worfe than a Defeat, if 
he fhould fufFer thofe facrcd Privacies (b be cxpofed to common Eyes, which the Law 
had kept in Referve. . 

He proceeded then to the Regula^sln of the Soldiery in the Matter of Pillage; tell- 
ing Sofius, that at that Rate of leaving neither Men nor Money, the Romans would 
render him a King of a Defert, *rathA' than of a City and People; and that to gain the 
whole World, he would not be a Governor upon thofe Terms. Sofius made this Re- 
ply, that he thought the Sol^iemtf,' after what they had done and fufFered, might be 
allowed fome fort of Right to the Advantage of the Booty. You fpeak Reafon, fays 
Herod, and take my Word and Honour for it, that I will fee Juftice done to every Man 
of them out of my own Fortune, By this Way of Proceeding, Herod preferved the 
Remainder of bis Country, and afterward made good his Promife to the Army : For 
there was not b common Soldier that had not his Donative, and the Officers were all 
rewarded in Proportion, even to Sofius himfelf j and to fuch a Degree, that every Crea- 
ture was abundantly fatisfied. Sofius, after this, dedicated a golden Crown to God ; 
and, kaving Jcrufalem, carried Antigonus away bound to Anthony, flattering himfelf 
all the Way with the Hope of Life, to the very Minute of his Execution : When his 
Head was cut off for not deferving to -live. 

The Multitude of the City were divided, and Herod diftinguifhed Party from Party 
accordingly ; treating his Friends with great Honour and Kindnefs, to make the furer 
of them : But the Antigonians he put to Death. When he fell (hort of Money, he 
divided what he had that was precious, betwixt Anthony and thofe about him that he 
had the mod value for ; but all this wm not enough to fccure him yeti for Anthony 
was at thisTime befotted with the Love of Cleopatra, and fo abandoned to his Paffion, 
that he could deny her nothing. Now Cleopatri had already fallen fo blobdUj;. upon 
her own Relations^ that when (he had not left one near Kinfman livingy ffie lurbed 
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the Point of her Rage againft Strangers; by calumniating Men of Honour and Quality, 
to Anthony, and prevailing with him to have them put to Death, as the ready Way to 
make her Miftrefs of their Eftates. Her Avarice tranfported her fo far after this againft 
the Jews and Arabians, that (he entered into a fecret Pradlice againft the Lives of their 
Kings themfelves -, Herod and Malichus. Anthony held her in Hand upon it with* 
fair Words, and fecming Compliances : But for taking away the Lives of two good 
Men, and two fuch Princes, it was fo execrable a Propofition, he could not but have a. 
Horror for it. He went fo far, however, as to break Fricndfliip with them, and to 
put her in Poff^rion of a confidcrable Part of their Territories : As for Inftance, the 
Lands in Jericho, fo famous for Palm-trees and Balfam, and all the Cities .-apon the 
River Eleutherus, except Tyre and Sidon. When he had gratified her with* this Pie- 
fent, fhe accompanied him as far as the Euphrates in his Expedition againft the Par- 
thians, and fo he took her away into Judaea by Apamia and Damafcus. . 

Herod had already parted with large Sums toward the mollifying of Cleopatra ; but 
her Ill-nature was fo implacable, and fo infatiable was her Avarice, that all this would 
not do, without extorting an Annuity of two hundred Talents out of the Revenue of 
Judaea; and fo, with great Obfcquioufnefs and Refpeft, he condudked her to PcJufium. 
It was not long before Anthony came back from the Parthian War, with Artabazes the 
Son of Tigranes his Prifoner ; whom he made a Pr efent of to Cleopatra, with the 
whole Booty, 



CHAP. lav. 

The Craft and Treachery of Cleopatra. Herod would have ajfifled Anthony 
againft Auguftus, and ftoe hindrcd him. Herod gains one Battle^ and lojes 
another. A prodigious Earthquake in Jud^a. The Jews in a Confterna- 
tion, and Jeveral of their Arnbaffadors put to Death upon it. A generous 
Speech of HerodV to encourage his Soldiers. ' The Army takes Heart upon 
Heiod'j Exhortation. l^Qxod. forces the Arabians to a Battle ; and gives 
them a total Overthroxv. The Arabians render thenifelves at Difcrction ; 
and Petition Herod to take them into his TrotcBion. 

UPON the breaking out of the War at Adlium, Herod was qow at Liberty, and 
propofcd to himfclf to accompany Anthony in that Expedition; for he had got- 
ten Hyrcania into his Hands, from the Sifter of Antigonus; and all Things were now 
compofed and eafy at Home. But Cleopatra, for fear of Herod's being Companion in 
the Dangers with Anthony, craftily diverted him from his Defign. This Princcfs, 
havinj^ a mortal Hatred foi both the Kiiigs, perfuaded Anthony tocommj^the Parthian 
V/ar to Herod; for, fays fhc to herfclf, if he gf:t the better of it, I fhall^ Queen of 
Arabia 5 and if he be worAed, of Judaea: Propounding only the daQiing of the one 
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againft the other. This Advice happened well enough for Herod ; who, having gotten 
together a mighty Body of Horfe, fent them againft the Syrians near Diofpolis, where 
he fell upon them; they made a handfome Rcfiftance, for awhile, but in the End 
were beaten out of the Field. Upon this Defeat, the Arabians drew out a prodigious 
Army; and pofted themfclves atCanatha in Coele-Syria, there to expedt the coming up 
of the Jews. Herod was now advancing toward them; but, upon Sight of their 
Numbers and Difpofition, he found it convenient to keep himfelf upon a more than 
ordinary Guard, and therefore ordered the running of a Wall about the Camp, But 
the People were fo puffed up with one Viftory, that Herod's Precaution would be 
Time loft, they thought, to make them wait for another : So that without any more 
Ceremony they fell on, and routed the Arabians at the very firft Pufli : But Herod efcapcd 
very narrowly himfelf upon the Purfuit, by a Body of Canathcnes that were fent in by 
Athenion to the Relief of the Arabians. Now this Athenion was an Officer of Cleo- 
patra's, and ever a deadly Enemy to Herod. Upon the Encouragement of this Relief, 
the Arabians took Heart, and came on again ; fcattered the Herodians; and following 
them clofc through Crags and Woods, they killed a World of them in the Chace. 
They that cfcaped the Battle, fled to a Village there at Hand called Ormiza ; where 
they were cooped up and furrounded; and the Arabians made themfelves Mafters of 
their Camp, and the Men that were in it. A very little while after the Blow was 
given, Herod came up with Succours ; but the Mifchief being firft done, there was no 
Rrmedy. This Difafter was all along of the Contumacy and Difobedience of his 
Officers : For if they had not been fo hafty and hot-headed, Athenion could never have 
had an Opportunity to put his Plot in Execution. But Herod revenged himfelf after- 
wards on the Arabians by Surprizes, and Incurfions, over and over; and atoned by 
fcveral little Victories for one great Defeat. 

While Herod was in the Courfe of his Succefles, there befcl him a moft judicial Calami- 
ty. This was in the feventh Year of his Reign, and in the Beginning of the Spring, when 
the War at Adtium was at the hotteft. There happened at this Time fo dreadful an 
Earthquake, that it fwallowed up Cattle innumerable, and a matter of thirty thoufand 
People; but the Armv that lay in the Fields fuffijred nothing. It was, in Truth, a dif- 
mal Accident; but Report (as it is ufual) making it much greater than efFc6tually it 
was, the Arabians took it for granted that Judasa was totally funk and loft; and flatter- 
ed themfclves with an Opinion that they might have the whole Province now for the 
aflcing. In this Confidence they put certain Jcwiih AmbiifTxddrs that were then v/ith 
them to Death, and without any more ado, advanced into th-. Country to take Poflcf- 
fion of it. This formidable Inroad of the Arabians ftnr/k the Jews with fuch a Ter- 
ror (efpecially confidering the heart-broken Condition they w«Te in at that Tim*, with 
one Calamity upon the Neck of another) that Herod v/a^ fain to try it he could rcafon 
a diftradted, fpiriilcfs People into their R fulutions ar.d Wits again. 

** Yoa are here, in my Opinion, fays Herod, under a mod: unrcnr naMc Apprehen- 
•' fi'^n. I will allow you, fays he, to indulge your Sorrov, s under the Hand of an of- 
*' fended God; hut to fubjeft ycurfelv-*^ to. the fjiine D fpoiui.ncirs and Pafiions, for 
<« Fear of the Power of Men, is a Meanncis of Soul below the ordinary Pitch of your 
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• «* Courage. Nay, fo far am I from any Dread of an Enemy, after this Earthquake^ 
<' that it looks to me rather as if Providence had ordered the enfnaring of your Adver- 
«« faries by this Temptation, into a Vengeance for flie Injuries they have done you: 
*' Neither do they lay fo much ftrefs upon the Force of their own Arms or Valour, as 
** upon the Opinion they have of our Abjection and Mifery. But thofe are fal(e H(^s, 
** when Men lupport themfelves upon the Infirmities of other People rather than upon 
•* their own Virtue: Nor is their any certainty, either in profperous, or adverfc For- 
** tune; but they are both unfteady, and take their Turns: And for a Confirmation 
*' of this Doftrine, you need go no farther than to the late Battle; where we were Maf- 
** ters one Hour, and at Mercy the next. This is the very Cafe of our Enemies at pre- 
«* fent, or I am much deceived. They think they take, and they are taken. People 
** that are over confident are unwary: But a coniiderate Fear makes Men provident; 
** fo that the very Ground of your Apprehenfion is the Foundation of my Afltirance. 
•* You would needs be charging the Enemy contrary to Order, and forwarder than you 
" fliould have been; and Athenion, you fee, made Advantage of your Error. But you 
** yourfelves are now upon the Referve: Your Deliberations are fober, and notfantafti* 
** cal; which is a Difpofition that I look upon as an Omen of a certain Vidtory. This 
*' is the right Temper of a brave Man, before he comes into Aftion: But let him keep 
** his Fire and Heat to himfclf till he has Occafion for it, in the Field. And fo kt it 
•' be your Bufinefs now to convince yt)ur wicked Enemies, by Force of Arms, that 
•* the Jews will fooner part with <heir Lives than their Reputation; "and ftand firm at 
** laft under all Judgments and Misfortunes; and never own the Arabians for their 
** Maftcrs, who have fo often been their Slaves. 

. " But why this Fear at laft for Things inanimate? How comes an Earthquake to 
'• be a Portent; or a Prefage of Things to come? Is there any Thing more cultural 
*' than the Agitations and Diforders of the Elements ? 1 hey do not foretel ci^atai- 
** ties; but they ad:ually bring and create them. 'Tis poflible that there may be (brae 
** forerunning Signs of Plagues, Famine, and Earthquakes, to come: But when they 
^' are once come, the greater they are, the fooner will they be over. Or put the 
^* Cafe we (hould be conquered now, pray which is worfe, the War, or the Earth- 
'* quake? But here's a Deftinajion of thefe People to Ruin, even by their own Hands, 
** without the Help of Enemies, that could be fo impious and inhuman, as, contrary 
** to the Laws of Nature and Nations, to dip their Hands in the Blood of our Am- 
«* bafladors, and dedicate the SacriiScc to God for the Succefs of the War. Can 
«« they ever think to efcape the All-feeing Eye, and the Almighty Power of a vindic- 
*' tive God, whenever we fhall but rouze in us the Courage and Zeal of our Forefa- 
*' thers, and call thefe perfidious Violaters of Leagues and public Faith to a fevere 
** ard juft Account! Wherefore ftand up, my brave Fellow- Soldiers, not for your 
" Wives, Children, or Country; but to revenge the Murder of your AmbaiTadors; 
** whofe very Blood will confecrate the Caufe, and thofe Heroes, dead as they are, 
** will do you more good in the Head of your Army, than the living Commanders of 
** it. Do you but follow where FU lead you, and 1\\ aik no more. Only one Word 
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«< of Caution; be not over hot and rafli; and when it comes to the Pufh, they will 
<' not dare to look you in the Face. 

This Exhortation put the Soldiej?s ia fuch a Heart, that Herod clofed with the good 
Htimour, and facrificcd: And fo without any Delay paffed his Army over the River 
Jordan. He pitched his Camp at Philadelphia, not far from the Enemy, with a Cal- 
tlc bQiwesen themji which looked as if that Caftle were to be the fubjeft of the Dif- 
pute. Herod, at that DiHance, provoked the Enemy to a Battle; defining nothing 
more than ta bring it to a fpeedy Trial. The Enemy had already fcnt People before 
to. take Puficflion of this Caftle; but the Herodians, without much Difficulty, beat 
t}\tm hack, and gained the Hill. Herod drew out every Day in Order of Battle, to 
dare the Arabiana ta a Combat: But when be faw they would not anfwer the Chal- 
lenge (ib^ they were all in a Confternation, and Altemus their General above the reft,) 
({erod attacked them in their Trenches, and fo forced them to a Battle: But in fuch a 
Huddle they were, Horfc and Foot marching out together, that it was ^^11 Hurry and 
Coofufion Tney did indeed out-number the Jews; but fell much (hort of them in 
Valour, though one would have thought their very Defperation fhould have made 
them bolder. The Slaughter was not great fo long as they ftood; but when they 
turned their Backs onCe, be.twixt thoic that fell in the Purfuit, and thofe that were 
trampled to Death, by their own People, th^e were five thoufand miffing, and the reft 
were driven into their Camp; where Herod prefcntly hemmed them in, and beficged 
them: And this* was not all neither; for the Pinch they were in for Wmt of Water, 
was a Mifery equal to all the reft. In this Streight they fent AmbafTadors to Herod, 
with an Offer of fifty Talents for a Compofition; but he treated them with Contempt, 
and would not fo much as give them the Hearing. They came out after this in 
Troops, in the Torment of a raging, burning Thirft, and delivered themlelves up 
to the Jews, at Difcretion: So that in five Days the Jews had four thoufand of them 
ia Bonds. Upon the fixth Day, the Remainder of them in a Tranfport of Dcfpair 
prov .kcd the Jews to a Battle; where about feven thoufand more were killed upon 
the Place. This Blow finiflied Herod's Revenge upon the Arabians: for it brought 
down their Stomachs to that Degree, that they chofe him afterwards fur their Protestor. 



CHAP. XV. 

Herod's generous Addrefs to Auguftus at P hodes, upon the Defeat of An- 
thony at A<^ium. Coefar's Goodnefs afid Humanity to Herod //; Return. 
Herod s magnificent Entertainment of Cacfar in Syria. Heiod confirmed 
in bis Government, with large • ddittons. Herod made Governor of all 
Syria. Herod's CharaBer^ and the Greatncfs of bis Mind. 

EROD's Matters went wdl enough at prefent; but the News of Anthony's 
I?(ff(At at A£tium (for whom he had the greatcit Friend(hip in the World,) put 
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him quite out of his eafy Humour: The' his Fear was, in fome Refpeft, more than 
needed; for Caefar could never think Anthony abfolutely fuppreffed, fo long as Herod 
was living. Upon this Turn of Fortune, Kerod bethought himiclf how he might 
obviate all Difficuliies, and fo went to Rhodes; where Caefar was at that Time. He 
prefented himfclf without any Enfigns of Royalty about him, and in the Habit of a 
private Man; but with a Mein of Majefty: Behaving himfelf with great Candor and 
Franknefs, and this was his Declaration. 

** I miift confefs, mighty Caefar, fays he, that as Anthony made me a King^ I was 
** not wanting to employ the kingly Powers he gave me, to the Service of my Bene- 
•^ fadlor, from whom I received them : And, if I may fpeak freely, you yourfclf. Sir, 
** would have found the EfFedls of that Juftice, if I had not been diverted by the A- 
*' rabian War; but this did not hinder me yet from fending him what Supplies I 
** could, both of Troops and Provifions: Neither hath this laft fatal Blow at AAium, 
«* ftaggered me one jot in my Gratitude and Juftice to my Patron. I could not fur- 
** ni(h him, 'tis true, with Men and Arms, nor attend him in my Pcrfon; but I gave 
^* him a Piece of good Counfel that would have been more worth to him, if he had 
** followed it: Which was, to rid his Hands of Cleopatra; for fo long as (he lived, 
** he could never be fafc: And that being done, I promifcd him Monies, ftrong Holds, 
** Troops; nay, and myfelf too for a Party to the War againft you: But betwixt the 
** Love of Cleopatra that hindered him on the one Side, and the fecret Appointments 
** of Providence thst gave you Viftory on the other, it came all to nothing. Now fo 
** it is, great Prince, that Anthony's Fate and mine are wrapt up in one. We both 
*« fell on the fame Day» and with his Fortune I have now laid down my Crown. I 
** have no Pretence, Sir, to your Clemency and Favour, but under the Character of 
*' an honeft M?n, and a true Friend." 

" Well Herod, fays Caefar, be fafe and happy, and a King flill; and depend upon 
*' it, that your Crown fhall fit furer on your Head than ever. So good a Friend can- 
** not but make a good Governor. Pray be as faithful to the Fortunate as you have 
*' been to the contrary; and I cannot but promifc myfelf great Things from the Dig- 
*' nity of fo grqat a Mind. As to Anthony's hearkening to Cleopatra rather than to 
<* you, his Folly has made us all Gainers; for we had never had Herod elfe. I muftnot 
" forget the Enforcements you fent to Ventidius againft Anthony's Gladiators, and that 
** you were before-hand with me in that Obligation. Wherefore, content yourfelf at 
" prefent with the Confirmation of the Kingdom to you, and I fhall take fuch further 
** Care for the future, that you may have no Mifs of Anthony. 

Caefar, after this Speech, with great Humanity adjured Herod not to doubt of his 
Friendftiip; and fo placing the Crown upon his Head, confirmed his Title to it by an 
Adl of State, with glorious Expreflions in it much to his Honour. 'When Herod had 
prepared his Way by fair Words and large Prefents, he made Interceflion to Caefar «n 
the Behalf of one Alexander a Friend of Anthony's to get his Pardon; but Caefar cut 
him fliort with a Refufal; telling him, that the Affronts he fufi^ered for were wholly 
unpardonabFe. 

As Caefar was afterward paffing through Syria into iEgypt, Herod itceived him upon 
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the Way with a moft incredible Magnificence, and while Caefar was taking a Review 
of his Troops he caufcd Herod to ride about Ptolemais along with him ; where be 
treated Auguftus, and all his Friends and his Troops, with all imaginable Splendor, 
Order, and Plenty, He took Carealfo for the Supply of Water at Pelufium, and other 
dry Places, for Goers and Comers, with all Sorts of Utenfilsand Neceflaries even for 
common Ufe. This illuflrious Expence gave Occafion to Caefar, and his Train, to fay, 
that the Kingdom of Judaea was too little for the Mind of fo great a Prince, 

Cleopatra and Anthony being both dead when Caefar came into JEgyt, Caefar did 
not only confer new Honours upon Herod, but annexed to his Kingdom that Part of 
the Borders which Cleopatra had taken from him, with Gadara, Hippon, Samaria, and 
the maritime Cities Gaza and Anthedon ; Joppa, and the Tower of Straton : He gave 
him alfo four hundred Gauls, which had been formerly of the Guards to Cleopatra. 
Now Caefar proportioned all his Bounties to the Merit and Virtue of the Receiver. 
After the firft Aftias, he gave him alfo the Province of Trachon, annexing it to his 
Command; and fo likewife Batanaea, and Auranitis, upon this Account. 

It was a common and a conftant Pradicc of Zenodorus, who lived in a Houfc he had 
hired of Lyfanias, to fend Thieves out of Trachon to Damafcus. The Inhabitants 
applied themfelves to Varus (at that Time Gofernor of Syria) for Relief; begging him 
to poffefs Caefar with the Mifcry of their Condition. Varus did it accordingly, and 
Caefar's Anfwer was, that he (hoidd utterly fupprefs all Robbers, and Robberies. Varus 
fent Parties abroad into all fufpcfted Places, and fo cleared the Land of that Peft. 
Varus having taken away Part ot Zenodorus's Eftate, upon this Order, Caefar beftowed 
it upon Herod, to feciire it from being any longer a Receptacle for this Sort of Ver- 
mine; making him Governor of all Syria, over and above. 

Auguftus coming into that Province again fame ten Years after," cautioned the Go- 
vernors in all Matters of Importance to confult Herod ; and Zenodorus being then 
dead, he gave Herod likewife all the Land betwixt Trachon and Galilee. But the 
Thing atlaft that Herod valued himfelf upon, above all the reft, was this ; that Herod 
was beloved by Caefar, above all Men living, next to Agrippa ; and by Agrippa, next 
to Caefar. From thefe Circumftances he was advanced to the higheft State of human 
Felicity, and his Mind grew more and more illuftrious with his Fortune ; for he 
employed the greateft Part of his Acquilitions, in Works and Offices of Piety and 
Religion. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Several famous Works of Herod /, hoth at Home and Abroad. The Tern- 

*.pk repaired. The Caftle of Anconia alluding to Anthony. Caefarioa 

and Agnppion, to Cosfar and Agrippa. HerodV glorious Dedications, 

Sebafte /« Samaria, Cacfar'j Royal Bounties /o Herod, ^.ntipatris to 
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the Honour of Antipater. Cypres in Memory of Cypris ; tf»// Herodion, 
of Herod. Stracon i* Tower repaired^ and a ftately Talace ereBed. Ji 
ivonderful TPort betwixt Dora and Joppa; and an exacl Defcription of it. 
Hcrod'i" Bounties to Strangers^ as -well as to his own Teopky and in com- 
monfor the Good of Mankind. He was a great S oldie r^ in fne^ and an, 
excellent Sword-man^ with a Strength of Body anjwerahle to the Dignity 
of his Mind. 

IN the fifteenth Year of Herod's Reign, he applied himfclf to the repairing and re- 
building of the Temples which he did with a fplcndid Magnificence, and at z vaft 
Charge : Witnefs the (lately Galleries round about it, that were all raifed up intire from 
the very Foundation, and the Caftle on the Nprth-fide adjoining to it; which, for Ma- 
jefty and Beauty, was not inferior to the Royal Palace itfelf ; calling it by the Name of 
Antonia, alluding to Anthony. He made the Inclofufe about the Temple, twice as large 
as it was before. He raifed alfo upon an Eminence that overlooked the City, two rich 
and (pacious Struftures ; no Temple upon the Face of the Earth to be compared with 
them i and thefe he called Caefarion and Agrippion, in Honour of his two noble Friends, 
Casfar and Agrippa. 

Neither did Herod reftrain the Zeal and Paffion he had for the eternizing of thefc 
great Mens Names» and Memories, to Palaces and particular Fabrics ; but be dedicated 
whole Cities alfo to the immortalizing of their Fame to Pofterity ; as Sebaftc in Samariaj 
for Example; a City of twenty Furlongs in Compafs, \^ith a fair Wall about it; a 
Colony of fix thoufand Inhabitants planted in it, and an Endowment of excellent Lands 
belonging to it, with peculiar FrAnchifcs and Immunities, in proportion to the People, 
Among other eminent Buildings, he did likewife erc6t a majeftic Temple, with an Area 
about it of three Furlongs and a Half; and this Temple he dedicated to Auguftus. 

Caefar after this, gave Herod an additional Donative of Lands ; and Herod, in Ac- 
knowledgment, built another Temple alfo of white publiflied Marble, near the Head of 
the River Jordan, at a Place called Panium ; and this was alfo dedicated to Cse&r. Not 
far from hence ftands a Mountain of a moft prodigious Height, that looks down among 
the Cragg and Rocks into a deep Valley; and at the Bottom, a dark hideous Cavern, 
that*s worn and hollowed to fuch a Depth, by the conftant Fall of Waters upon it from 
above, that there's no founding of it. From the Foot of this Cavern, there comes bub- 
bling forth an Iflfije of feveral Springs : And this by Tradition pafles for the Source of the 
River Jordan. But we (hall fpc^k farther to the Matter of Fact hereafter. 

It was much after the fame Manner alfo at Jericho; where Herod caufed to be ercfted, 
betwixt the Caftle of Cypros and the old Palaces, fom^ other Buildings more commodi- 
ous ; and thefe he called by the Names of the fame Perfons. Herod, in fine, did QOt 
leave one confiderable Place in the whole Kingdom, without fome monumental Memo- 
rial to the Fame of Caefar. Wh en he had garnifhed the Borders with Temples, he did 
the like in the Provinces, diftinguifhing feveral of them by the Name of Caelarca. 

As 
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As Herod was in his Progrefs along the Coaft, he took Notice of one maritime City 
among the reft, with all the Decays upon it of Time and Antiquity. It is known by 
the Name of Straton's Tower ; and a Place, for the Quality and Situation of it, worthy 
of Herod's Royal Care and Bounty. This Caftlc he did not only repair with beautiful 
white Stone , but ere<3:cd alfo a princely Palace there, and never gave a clearer Proof of 
the natural Dignity of his Mind than upon this Inftance. It lies betwixt Dora and Joppa, 
where the Coaft is hardly abordable, and the Paifage fo dangerous, that whoever takes 
his Courfe that Way toward iEgypt from Phoenicia, runs a great Riik of a Mifcarriage ; 
efpecially with the leaft Breath of a South-^Weft-Wind ; which fets fo hard upon the 
Rocks, that it breaks back again in Eddies, and makes a troubled Sea for a good while 
after. But the King's Liberality and Refolution, in Spite of Charge and of Nature itfelf, 
farmounted all Oppofition ; and he built a Port there, larger than the Pyraeneum itfelf, 
with Stations for the faireft Ships to ride fafe in, againft Wind and Weather. It was fo 
fortified, in fine, againft the impetuous Violences of the Sea ; and the Ornament of it (6 
agreeable to the Eye, that nothing could be added, either to the Strength, or to the 
Beauty of the Contrivance. Upon Herod's taking his Meafures for the Dimenfions of 
the Port, he ordered mighty Stones to be caft into the Sea, at twenty Fathom Water : 
The greater Part of them fifty Feet in Length, nine Feet deep, and ten over ; and fome 
bigger than thefe. When they had filled up the Space to the Surface of the Water, they 
carried on a Wall of two hundred Feet : The one half to break the Force of the Sea, in 
the Nature of a Mole, from whence-they took the Name of Procymoea; and the otber^ 
for the Support of the Turrets that were planted upon it ; which were great and grace- 
ful, and he gave the faireft of jthem the Name of Drufion, in a Compliment to Drufus^ 
Caefar's Kin(man. There were'^lfo a great Number of Vaults for Stores, and before^ 
and about thefe Vaults, a Paving of large Stones, that ferved Pafiengers, both for a 
Landing-place and for a Walk. It fronted toward the North ; which upon that Quartdt 
is the gentleft Wind that blows. On each Side of the Entrance, there ftood three Co- 
loiTes mounted upon Pillars : Thofe on the left Hand, at the going in, were fupported 
by a ftrong Tower of one entire Stone : And thofe on the right, were borne up by two 
large Stones, Column^wife, and joined together ; overtopping the other. The buildinga 
next the Port were all of white Stone*: And the Streets that led from the City to the 
Key, uniform and anfwering one another. Upon a Hill over againft the Port-Gate, ftood 
Caefar's Temple, a Piece incomparable, both for Majcfty and Beauty: And in that Tem- 
ple Caefar's Statue, a Work not inferior, either for Curiofity or Bulk, to that of the 
Olympian Jupiter, and made after that Model ; as alfo another of Rome, that did not 
fall ftiort of Juno's at Argos. Herod's Defign in the Building of this ftately Town and 
Port, was the Advantage of the Province, and the Security of Travellers that Way : But 
Csfar all this while was to be reputed the Founder of it, and it v/as called Csefarea after 
hid Name. 

There were alfo feveral famous Works and Bountfffs^f Herod not to be forgotten ; as 
a famous Mfcrket-Place, a Theatre, an Amphitheatre; and the Inftitution of the Ludi 
Qujnqaennales to be celebrated every fifth Year, which he dedicated to the Honour of 
Auguftus. He was the iirft alfo, who in the hundred ninety and fecond Olympiad, pro- 
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pounded honourable Rewards, not only to him that Aiould carry the Prize in the firft 
Place, but to the fecond and the third alfo, in their Courfc, one after another. He re- 
paired Anthedon, that had been ruined by the War, and called it Agrippion ; and out of 
a generous Excefs of Tcndernefs for his Friend^ he infcribed Agrippa's Name upon the 
Gate of the Temple that he had built there. 

He was as dutiful a Son alfo, as a generous Friend and Patriot ; for he crefted a City 
to the Honour of his Father, in the moft pleafant and fruitful Part of his Dominions, 
and moft delicioufly wooded and watered ; which he called Antipatris. There was a 
Caftle alfo over Jericho; which, by Situation, was both ftrong and delightful. This 
Place he walled in, and gave it the Name Cypros, after his iMother. Neither did he 
forget his Brother Phafael, upon feveral Occafions; as in a Tower he built at Jerufalem; 
which he called by that Name (I (hall fay fomewhat of the Compafs, and the Glory 
of it clfewhere) and fo likewife another City in the Country, to the North of Jericho; 
which he called alfo by the fame Name. 

When he had done Honour to bis Friends and Relations, he did not at laft ab/blutely 
forget himfelf; for he built and fortified a Caftle upon a Mountain of Arabia, Which 
he called by his own Name, Hcrodion. And he gave the fame Name alfo to a Hill that 
he caft up, in the Form of a Woman's Bread, at about fixty Furlongs from Jerufalem; 
which was fet out with great Care and Expence : And this Mount was encompailed, at 
the Top, with round Turrets: The Circuit of it wasjilled with Royal Palaces; as rich and 
fparkling both within and without, as Art, Carc» and Coft could make them. He fup- 
plied it with Water from a very great Diftance, and at a mighty Charge. The Stairs 
were all ot pure white Marble, and two hundred Steps up to the Top. This Eminence 
was all forced by the Hand, and of a wonderful Height. Now at the Foot of it, he 
built a princely Palace, and provided for Inns alfo, and Houfes of Entertainment; where 
he might difpofe of his Friends and their Luggage : Infomuch, that, confidering the Pro- 
vifioQ that was made for all Manner of Conveniencies, it feemed to be a City rather than 
a Caftle ; but upon the main, it was all no more than the King's Houfe. 

But after thefe glorious Strudtures, Herod could not yet be fatisiied, unleA he made 
Strangers alfo Partakers of his Generofity and Good-will to Mankind ; for at Tripolis, 
Damafcus, and Ptolemais, he caufed public Baths to be fet up: Strong Walls at Byblis; 
Galleries, Council-Chambers, public Magazines, Market-places, and Temples at Berytas 
and Tyre: Theatres at Sidon and Damafcus; an Aqueduct at Laodicea, upon theCoaft; 
Water- Works and Baths at Afkalon, with Cloifters and Piazza's,, every Way admirable 
both for ihc Work and Size : In fomc Cafes he gave Woods and Harbours ; and upoa 
other Cities he. bellowed Lands ; as if he had made them Snarers in his Kingdom. In 
fome Places again (as at Coos,) he give an everlafting Revenue toward the maintaining 
of Baths: And the Donative was to Perpetuity, that they might never forget the Benefit. 
He gave Corn to all that wanted it ; and furniftied the Rhodians many and many a Time 
with Mo lies for the Setting out of a Navy, when they had Occafion for it. He repaired 
the Temple of Apollo (called Pythium,) out of the very Aihes, at his own Coft, and 
m<ide it better than it was at firft. What {hall I fay of his Liberality to the Lycians and 
the Samians P His Largelfes all over Ionia, to every one that afked him ? Are not the 
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Athenians, the Lacedaemonians, Nicopolitans^ and thofc of Pergamus in Lycia, are they 
not all fenfible Witneffes of Herod's Bounty ? In what a Condition was Antioch the Ca- 
pital of Syria, that flood in fuch a Bog for twenty Furlongs together, that there was 
hardly any coming near it, till Herod caufed the Paflage to be paved all along with white 
Marble, and fet up Contrivances upon the Way for a Shelter again ft foul Weather ! 

But it will be faid perhaps that thefe were all private Cafes, and only concerned fome 
few Particulars that were the better for them. -What fliall we fay then to his Obligations 
upon the Elians ; wherein not only Greece, but the whole Body of Mankind are en- 
gaged : At Icaft fb many of them as have heard the Fame of the Olympic Games ? For 
when he found upon his coming to Rome, that thefe Games were all that now remained 
of antient Greece; and that the Solemnity itfclf uas now falling for want of Money to 
maintain it, he did not only take the Charge upon himfelf, of being Prefident over the 
Games, but fettled an annual Allowance toward the Upholding of it for ever. It 
would be an endlefs Work to run through the Debts and Tributes that he remitted ; and 
particularly thofe of Phafaelites and Balameotes ; Befide feveral Towns in Cilicia ; where 
l)e difcharged their Pcnfions. He did great Things, in fine, and would have done grea- 
ter; but the Apprchenfion he bad of drawing Envy upon himfelf, as if he had fome far- 
ther Defign in his Head, kept him in awe : For why fhould he do more, they cried, for 
other Princes Subje6ls, than their own Mafter would do for them ? 

This Prince had a Strength of Body anfwerable to the Greatnefs of his Mind. He 
was a great Mafter of the Chace, and gained his Point in it ; for no Man was better on 
Horfeback than himfelf. He killed torty Beafts once in otie Day. That Country breeds 
a great many Boars, but more Deer and Wild Aftes. He was a Soldier and a Sword- 
man not to be rcfiftcd. He was terrible in his very Exercifes; tbe-furcft Marks-man 
living, either with Dart, or Arrow: And, befide the Excellencies of his Body and Mind, 
he had Fortune a Friend too; for the Fate of the War went very feldom againft him : 
Or, when it did, it was either by Treachery fomewhcrc or other, or by the Raftincfs of 
his Soldiers ; and not by his own Fault. 
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The Diforders of Herod's Family. He puts anvay his Wife Doris, and takes 
Mariamne, who bad five Children by him. Antipater expelled. Hyrca- 
Tiw&pn't to death Ariftobulus dt owned by HerodV Order. Heiodjeahus 
of his Wfednd Sifier-^ and upon what Ground. Jofeph and Mariamne 
put to' Death. Herod marries his two Hns. Herod takes Anripater 
home to him. The Ctaft of Antipater. Herod charges Alexander to 
Cjefar. Alexander'j D(p/^«cf. Herod and his Hon made Friends. Herod 
entertained by Archelaus. He calls an AJfembly, and dijcourfes the Cafe. 
■^ " ■ ■ Antipatci'i 
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Antipater i CharaBer. AntipaterV Mother manages the Tlot, Salomcpicks 
up Informations. Herod V /idvice to his Sons. Phcroras and Salome, 
their mortal Enemies, A Tlot pretended upon HerodV Life. HerodV 
Cruelty and hijujlice. Antipater the Occafon of all. Alexander taken up^ 
and his Friends tortured. He feigns a Plot^ and pretends to confefs it. 
Archelaus debates the Cafe with Herod. Phcroras confeffes and obtains 
his Vardon. Herod an Advocate for Alexander. Archelaus brings 
Alexander to his Father. Eurycles, the confident of Herod; and the 
Death of Alexander. An Accii/ation againji Alexander and Axiikohulus. 
Several put to the Torture. A Forgery of Diophantus. Salcmie an In^ 
cendiary^ Herod in a Rage^ and the Brothers in Chains. A Council meets 
at Berytus about it. The King opens the Caufe. A Sentence of J^eath 
upon them. The Bravery of Tyro, and the Bafenefs of Tryphon. The 
btath of Alexander. The Son ftrangkd at Sebafte, 

THE Felicity of Herod's Reign was mightily difbrdered by Troubles in his Family; 
and the Creature that he loved above all earthly Things, was the Caufe of it ; For 
being now pofTeifed of the Kingdom, he turned oiF Doris his firft Wife chat was a Jew, 
and took Mariamne, the Daughter of Alexander, the Son of Ariflobulus i which cauied 
miferable Diviiions in his Houfe, efpecially after his Return from Rome. 

He did, in the firft Place, banifh out of the City Antipater, whom he had by Doris, 
for the Sake of Children he had by Mariamne, allowing him only the Liberty of the 
Town upon Feftivals. And then he put to Death Hyrcanus, his Wife's Grandfather 
(who was now come back from the Parthians,) on Sufpicion of a Plot upon his Ldfe. 
For Barzepharncs having brought him away Prifoner to the King of Parthia^ after the 
taking of Syria; the Jews on the other Side of the Euphrates, out of pure CompaffioD, 
fet him at Liberty, and paid his Ranfom : At which Time, if he had followed their 
Counfel, and not come to Herod, he might have lived fafe and happy. But betv^t the 
Snare of a Match, and the pafllonate Defire he had to fee his own Country again, he 
was inveigled to his Ruin. The Thing all this while that wrought upon Herod, was 
not'liiat he had any Defign upon the Government, but that he had a rightful Title 
to li. 

Mariamne had five Children by Herod, two Daughters, and three Sons; and the 
youngcft of the three died in the Courfe of his Studies and Exercifes at Rome. The two 
elder were trained up in a royal Education, in Regard both of the Nobility of the Mo- 
ther, and that they were born while he was in Pofleffion of the Crown. But nothing 
moved Herod fo powerfully in their Favour, as the wonderful Afcendant that Mariamne 
had upon the Spirit of her Hufband ; wbofe Fondnt-fs Co far incrcafed upon him, that it 
made him utterly infenfible of all Indignities and Affronts : While Mariamne requited this 
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infinite Tcndernefs of his with an equal Degree of Averfion. She did not want Matter 
of Pretence for a Difguft; and then prcfuming upon the extravagant Paflion he had 
for her, (he did not flick to charge him, point-blank, with the Murder of Hyrcanus 
and Ariftobulus, and to load her Reproaches with Aggravations : Tlie latter an inno- 
cent Youth, ftiefaid, but feventeen Years of Age when he was created High-Prieft, 
and cut ofF lb fbqn as he had received the Order. The firft Time that he appeared 
in his holy Robes, upon a Fcftival Day, to officiate at the Altar, it was fo moving a 
Spedtacle, that the People wept with Joy at the Sight of him. But the very fame 
Night was Ariftobulus fent away to Jericho, and there drowned in a Lake by the 
Gauls, and by Herod's Order. 

Mariamne did not yet content herfclf with thefe Outrages againft Herod ; but (he fell 
fouler alfo upon his Sifter and his Mother:. Which he heard without one word fpea- 
king, for love had tied up his Tongue. This nettled the Women to that Degree, 
that they laid their Heads together how they might touch Herod more to the Quick y 
and fo they let fall fome Words of Refleftion upon his Wife's Honour and Virtue : 
And among other Things plaufible enough, they told him a Story of his Wife's fen* 
ding her Pidure to Anthony ; and what Pains ftie took to make herfelf known to him, 
out of the heat of an ungovernable Appetite j For Anthony was the greateft Libertine 
in Nature, and a Man that would ftick at nothing for the gaining of his Ends, though 
it {hould.be the very Life of Herod himfelf. What betwixt the Rage of an implaca- 
ble Jealoufy, the Confideration of Cleopatra's Avarice and Cruelty, and the Power (he 
had over Anthony, in the Inftance of Lyfanius, and Malichus the King of Arabia^ 
who were both put to death at her Inftignation, Herod was as if he had been Thun- 
der-ftruck; for he found himfelf in Danger of lofing not only his Wife, but his owa 
Life alfo. 

In this Perplexity of thought, Herod refolved to go to Anthony, and fo recommen- 
ded the Care of his Wife, during his Abfence, to Jofeph, the Hufband of his Sifter 
Salome, M^hom he had ever found kind and faithful to him; but with this fecret In- 
ftru(5tion over and above, that if Anthony killed him, he fliould deftroy Mariamne. 
Now Jofeph innocently gave a hint of this to the Queen, with an Intent to poflcfs her 
how wonderful a Kindnefs the King had for her, that he could not endure the thought 
of a Seperation even in Death itfelf. Herod, upon his Rc^turn, in the Courfe of his 
Gaieties and Love Stories, fell to fwearing and protefting, that in his whole Life he 
never had a Paffion tor any other Woman. No, fays Mari..mnc, that I perceive by the 
Order you left with Jofeph to iee me difpatfhed. The Bolting of this Privacy made 
Herod ftark mad^ for it ran jftrongly in his Head, that Jofeph would never have blab- 
bed fuch a Secret, but in the Confidence of an Anaour. In this Diftradlion he 
leaped off from his Bed, and tidok a Walk in the C art; and whom flio-ild he meet 
there but Salome? Who would not lofe fo fair an Opportunity of calumniating Ma- 
riamne; and (he did it in fuch a Manner too> that it lervcii to confirm Herod in his 
Sufpicion: So that he prefently gave Order, in a furious Fit of Jealoufy, to have theai 
both put to Death. So foon as the Word was out, he repented of it; but the Exccu- 
tioa was done firft: His Love and his Madneis governing him by Turns. Nay, fuch 
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was the Tranfport of his Extravagance, that he would not believe her to be dead, when 
he did as good as know (he was fp; but like a Madman he went on talking to her as if 
(lie had been yet alive. In a (hort Time the funeral Solemnities put that Point out of 
Difpute; and Herod's Grief for his dead Wife, was not inferior to the Love he had for 
his living one. 

The paflionate Violences of the Mother were now exercifed upon the Sons; and 
fuch was the horrid Barbarity of the proceeding, that they looked no otherwife upon 
their Father than as a common Enemy. They had been of the fame Opinion a long 
Time, even when they were at Rome together; but much more confirmed in it fincc 
their coming back into Judaea; for the Strength of their Minds grew up with that 
of their Bodies. They were now of Age to think of Marriage; and one of them 
married the Daughter of his Aunt Salome, who was a mortal Enemy of their Mother: 
The other took the Daughter of Archelaus, the King of Cappadocia. In the Liberty 
of this Condition they talked more at Freedom than formerly, and that Confidence be- 
trayed them to the Malice of Informers; infomuch that their Enemies made no Diffi- 
culty of telling, the King bare-faced, that his Sons were in a Confpiracy againft him, 
and that the Son-in-Law of Archelaus had a Defign to flip away to his Father-in-Law, 
and thence to Rome, with a Complaint againft Herod himfelf to Cajfar. When thefe 
Fancies were buzzed into Herod's Head, he takes Antipatcr home to him, that he 
had by Doris, propofing to make ufe of him as a Countermine againft the Bro- 
thers; and fo begun with a remarkable Preference of Antipater before the reft. 

The Brothers found this Change fo intolerable for Men of their Blood to be fub- 
jedtcd to the Son of an obfcure private Woman, that their Stomachs were too big to 
bear the Indignity, without declaring their Refentment of it; which they did very 
frankly upon all Occafions : But they loft Ground daily by it, which turned to Anti- 
pater's Advantage; for he played his Game fo artificially with his Father, that by 
the Help of Flatteries and Calumnies, (which Calumnies were managed, partly by 
himfelf, partly by his Inftruments and Friends) he brought it to this Iflue at laft, that 
his Brothers were not only put out of all hope of the Succeflion, but himfelf pub- 
lickly and formally intitled to it by his Father's Teftament. He was fent after 
this to Caefar, in a kind of a Royal State and Charadler; for he had the Robes and 
the Train of a King, only he wanted the Crown. He was fo puffed up with the Va- 
nity of this Pomp, that he got his Mother introduced into Mariamne's Bed-chamber, 
by the Help of Infinuations and Slanders; which was his Way of Pra<9;icc againft 
his Brothers, infomuch that he wrought his Father, by Degrees, into a Defign 
upon their Lives. •- 

Upon this Subje<ft Herod took Alexander to Rome with him, and there charged him 
before Caefar as a Confederate toward the poifoning olF his Father. When Alexander 
was admitted to his Defence, and before a Judge that was not to be impofed upon by 
Antipater and Herod, he foftened his Father's Miftakes all that was poflSble; fpake 
home and fubHantially to the Points charged upon himfelf; acquitted his Brother Arifto- 
bulus, who was involved in the fame Accufation; and from thence proceeded to lay 
open the Impoftures, Frauds and Contrivances of Antipater; and all this with fogood 
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a Grace, that the Innocency of his Corifcience was yet farther illuftrated by the Force 
of his Eloquence, being a (harp and a ready Speaker : Concluding in fine with this 
modcft Refignation, that it is no Grim^ for a Father to punifli his Children, if they be 
guilty. This Farewel drew Tears from thfe whole Audience s and had alfo fuch an Ef- 
feft upon Caefar, that all Difputes and Accufations apart, he made them all Friends ; 
provided that for the future the Sons ftiall be obedient to their Father, and the Father 
at Liberty to leave the Kingdom to whom he pleafed. 

Herod, at his return from Rome, could not but acquit his Sons of the Crime charged 
upon them; yet the Sufpicion ftuck by him ftill ; for Antipater plied him fo hard 
upon that Topic, that he kept his Jealoufies waking : Though he did not dare to fay 
or do any thing publicly that might clafti with the Senfe, or the Authority of the 
Reconciler. Herod took his Paffage by Cilicia, and fo to Eleufa ; where he was re- 
ceived by Archelaus with great Pomp and Rcfpedt, who gave him a thoufand Thanks 
upon his Son-in-Law's Account, wiftiing him much Joy of the Accommodation. Ar- 
chelaus in the mean Time had not been wanting himfelf, by Letters and other Inftances 
to his Friends at Rome, to get Voices, and make an Intereft: for Alexander. He con- 
duced Herod in fine as far as 2Jephyrium, where he made him a Prcfcnt of thirty Ta- 
lents, and fo departed. 

When Herod came to Jerufalem, he called an aflembly, and in the Prefence and 
Hearing of his three Sons, gave the People an Account of his Journey and Bufinefs, 
with Thanks innumerable to QOD and to Caefar, for compofing .the Breaches in his 
Family, and fettling his Sons in Unity and Peace : " A Blcfling, fays he, which I 
•* (hall ever value incomparable above the Glories of a Crown, and which I (hall cn- 
*' deavour to preferve and improve accordingly. It is to Caefar that I ftand Indebted 
^' for my Dignity and Eftate; and to Caefar again, that I owe the Liberty and Privi- 
« lege of appointing my own Succeflbr. It is to him alfo that I am to pay my Ac- 
** knowlcdgements, with this Declaration, that I dcfign them all three, both for the 
*' Sovereignty and the Sufceffion, if it may be agreeable to the Will of God and your 
^' good Liking. The eldeft of them has the Title of Seniority; the other two may 
** pretend to the Dignity by their Extraftion, and the Command at laft is large 
*• enough for all three, 

" As for thofe that Caefar hath uaited, and the Father fet up, you muft be fure to 
'* pay them all due Refpedt; that. is to fay, it muft be impartial, " equal, and juft, 
^« with a Regard to a Precedency of Birth-right; for the advancing of one Man before 
his Time, will not be near fo great an Obligation upon him that is preferred, as 
a Heart-breaking to the. other that is poftponed. But now, for fear of evil Counfel 
or Examble, (as there is no Danger like that of ill Inftruments under a Man's 
own Roof) it fliall be my care to place wife and fbbcr People about them, fuch as 
I can depend upon, and. fuch as fliall beanfwerable for their Order and good Agreement, 
" Now I do further expedl alfo from thefe Minifters,; a« well as from the Officers of 
my Army, that for the prefent they fliall own no other Mafter than myfelf ; for it is 
not the Government, but the honorary Part of it, that I have tranfmitted to my Sons; 
fo that they fliall have the Pleafure of a Kind of Regency in the Adniiniftration, 
Numb. '4. I «< but 
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«« but the Burden of it is to reft upon my Shoulders, and the laft refult of Matters in 
'« the Judgment and Determination of Things, muft be my Province, even whether I 
" will or no. If you confider my Age, the Courfc of my Life, or the Piety of my 
" Manners, I am not yet fo far gone upon the firft Point, but by the Courfe of Nature 
** I may be allowed many a fair Day to live yet: Neither have I done any thing to flior- 
•« ten my Life by intemperate PJealures; and then for my Duty to God, I have been Co 
*' true to his holy Worfliip, that I will not defpair of the Blefling of a longer Time yet 
*« in this World, even in Confideration of that Zeal and Devotion. But if any of you 
** fliall take upon him to advance the Sons while I am yet living, in Contempt of the 
** Father, let him expedt to be fcvercly punifhed for it: Not but that I fliould be gTad 
" to have my Children honourably treated in the World; but young Men are hot and 
** pragmatical, and it is but throwing a Temptation in their Way to make them more 
•* meddling than becomes them. People fliould do well to confider, before they make 
** thefe Applications; for it is my Part, a8 Men do well or ill, to fee them rewarded or 
" punifhed; and I will not be wanting to that Article of my Duty. The bcft Way will 
" be for the Sons and Father to be all of a Mind; for it is their Intereft to have me go* 
** vern, and it is mine for them to agree among thcmfelves. 

** And now, my dear Children, fays Herod, confult, in the firft Place, that natural 
** Affedlion which Providence hath made common even to Beafts with Men, and acquit 
•« yourfelves like dutiful Children to your Father. Blefs Ca^far in the next Place for the 
*« good Office of his Mediation: And pray take it kindly from me in the third Place, 
" that I only defire what I have a Right to command; that is to fay, let me in treat 
•* you to live amicably, as Brethren. I (hall now take Care to provide you fuch a 
" 1 rain and Equipage, as may be fuitable to your Quality. Be fure you live peacca- 
*-* bly one with another; and I befecch God to keep nie fteady in the fame Mind." 

When he had made an end of Speaking, he embraced his Children, and difcharged 
the Meeting. Some Malcontents went away muttering, and pretending that they 
could not hear one Word he faid : Others were defcanting upon this and that; and 
wifhing upon the whole that they might find him as good as his Word. 

The Brother's were ftill divided among thcmfelves, and fo jealous one of another, 
that they were glad to part for fear of worfe. Alexander and Ariftobulus took it 
henioufly that Antipater (hould have the Preference: Antipater, on the other hand, 
was as much troubled that the other Brothers fhr uld be allowed any Share at all in 
the Government. Now Antipater being a Falfe Man, clofe and Malicious, and one 
that could keep his Thoughts to himlelf, had a Mortal Hatred for the Brothers, but 
made no Shew of it: Whereas the other two, that were frank and open, made a 
Point of Honour of it not to difguife or diflemble any Thing. Their Enemies, in the 
mean time, had Inftruments every where at work to make Advantage of Words and 
Difcourfes; tome, by provoking them to bold and dangerous Liberties; others, to gain 
upon them by Infinuations, under the Maik of Confidence aiKl Fiendfhip, infomucb, 
that not a Syllable pafled at Alexander's, hut it was prefently carried to Antipater, and 
from him to Herod, with Additions and Defcant. There was nothing fo innocent, 

but 
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but by Interpretation it was made criminal; and wherefoever there was the lead Ground 
for a Calumny^ that Mole-hill was made a Mountain. 

Antipater all this while was never without his Agents about Alexander, to pump 
Things out of him, and one poflible Circumftance was enough to countenance a thou- 
fand palpable Impoilures; and fo one Truth in a whole Mais of Lies was fufficicnt to 
make the whole Story current. It was remarkable again, that Antipater's Tools, as 
well as himfelf, were all upon the Reverfe: Whether this was a natural Clofenefs, 
or their Mouths were flopped with Money, it matters not: But fo it was, that this 
Man's whole Life was but one Myftery of Iniquity. Antipater in fhort fo ordered the 
Matter, that Alexander's Friends, Servants aad Acquaintance were all corrupted, 
either by Flatteries or Rewards, into the betraying of him in whatfoever hefaid or 
did. But Antipater's Mafter-piece after all was this, inftead of declaring himfelf an 
open Enemy, he had his Confidents at hand to accufe the Brothers; and ftlU as any 
Thing came in againft Alexander, he feemed to take his Part at firft, and afterward 
with a Side-wind turned all againfl: him, with fuch fly, glancing. Intimations, that 
they made Herod ftark-mad, in a full Perfuaflon that the whole Story of Alexander's 
Plot upon his Life was true : Neither did any Thing give more Credit to the Calumny, 
than Antipater's artificial Way of mincing the Matter. 

Herod was mortally incenfed againft the two Brother's by thefe Pradtices of Antipa- 
ter : And jufl as much as they loft in the good Opinion of the King, Antipater got ; 
and thofe that were for the Government fell in with him : Some of their own Accord; 
others for Fafhion fake : as Ptolemyi the moft confiderable of bis Friends ; the King's 
Brothers, and effedtually the whole Family; for Antipater was all in all; and nothing 
went fo near Alexander's Heart, as to confider that this Wickednefs was altogether 
managed by the Counfcl and Condudl of Antipatcr's Mother; who was worfe than a 
Step-Mother, in the hatred (he bare to the . Queen's Children. Now though great 
Court was made to Antipater, with an Eye to the Credit he had with Herod; the Or- 
der of the King himfelf went yet a great deal farther, in forbidding all People effedtual- 
ly, upon their Peril, to entertain any Intercourfe with Alexander, or his Brother ; or 
to make any Sort of Application to either of them. This Interdidlion ftruck a Dread 
not only into the King's Houfhold, but to their Friends abroad; for Herod had Pri- 
vileges conferred upon him by Augutlus, that he never granted to any other; as the Li- 
berty of fetching Deferters out of other Princes Jurifdidtions, where he himfelf had no- 
thing to do. The Brothers knew nothing at this Time of their Fault; for Herod had 
not as yet exhibited any public Charge againft them, which made the Danger fo much 
the greater, for want of Precaution how to defend themfelves. They coDefted the 
State of their own Cafe however, from the cooling of the King's Kindnefs towards 
them, and their Troubles conftquently increafed. 

Antipater did his Bufinefs the fame Way too, with his Brother Pheroras and Salome 
his Aunt, and talked as freely to them againft his Brothers, as he could have done to 
his own Wife. The Feud went very high already, but it was mightily enflamed by 
Glaphyra the Wife of Alexander; who upon all Occafions would be vaunting of the 
Nobility of her Extraction, and fetting up herfelf above all others. She was derived from 
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Themenus, flie faid, on the Father's Side, and from Darius the Son of Hyftafpes, on 
the Mother's : Refledting at the fame Time upon Herod's Wife and Sifter, as Upftartsj 
and treating them, in fine, with all imaginable Contempt. Herod did not marry for 
Quality, (he faid, but for Beauty. We have taken Notice already that Herod had fc- 
veral Wives, and that he was well enough pleafed with Polygamy, being allowed by 
the Jewifli Law ; and they were all exafperated againft Alexander for the Pride and 
Stomach of Glaphyra. 

Ariftobulus made Salome his Enemy too, though his Mother-in-Law ; and flie was 
fo, in Truth, before : Being piqued fufRciently at the outrageous Haughtinefs of Gla- 
phyra, who would be ftill cafting her in the Teeth with the Meannefs of her Births 
and telling him, that his Wife was only a private Woman, but his Brother Alexander 
had married a Queen. The Daughter ot Salome carried the Story prefcntly to her 
Mother, with Tears in her Eyes : And then another at the End of it, how Alexander 
and Ariftobulus had threatened all Herod's Wives, if ever they came to the Crown, and 
would make the Mothers and the Daughters fpin for their Living; and for the Boys, 
they might ferve well enough, they cried, for Parifti-Clerks ; which was only a Jeft 
put upon them for their Love of Letters. This Difcourfc put Salome in fuch a Fret, 
that away ftie went with it immediately to the King; and for the Credit of the Accu- 
fation, it was the Evidence of a Mother againft a Son-in-Law. And there was yet 
another Report befides, that ftung Herod more than all the reft. It was given out, 
that Alexander and Ariftobulus would be often bemoaning the miferable Condition of 
their Mother, with Sighs and Groans; and curfing the Father. It was fuggeftcd fur- 
ther, that upon Herod's dividing Mariamne's Wearing-Cloths among the reft of his 
Wives, the Brothers would be foreboding ftill, how foon that Gaudry would be turned 
into Mourning. 

Herod, upon thefe Infinuations, knowing his Sons to be bold and vigorous young 
Men, was not without fome Apprehenfion of Violence from them; but unwilling how- 
ever to force Things beyond Recovery. So that being upon the very Point of going 
away to Rome, he ordered his Sons to be called ; and betwixt the Severity of a King, 
and the Tendernefs of a Father, he gave them good Counfel, and Advice to agree 
among themfelves, and to love one another; with the Promife of an abfolute Pardon 
for what they had done amifs, upon Condition of their Repentance and Amendment. 
The Anfwer they returned was a flat Denial of the Charge ; which they undertook to 
prove, not only falfe, but impoflible, if they might be allowed the Hearing : Giving 
their Father to undcrftand, that fo long as his Ears was open to Tale-bearers, there 
would be no End of Calumnies. 

When the Brothers had pacified Herod, and fct their own Hearts at reft from any further 
Apprehenfion of Danger, they fell into new Anxieties for the future. Pheroras and 
Salome, they knew very well, were their deadly Enemies, and two Perfons harfli 
enough, and very confidcrable : Pheroras efpecially; for he did as good as ftiare with 
Herod in all the Regalities of the Government, faving only the Crown itfelf. He had 
a hundred Talents of his own proper Revenue; befides the Profit cf nil the Lands be- 
yond Jordan^ which he enjoyed by the Bounty of Herod : At whofe Rcqueft, Cjefar 

was 
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was prevailed with to make him a Tetrarch. Herod honoured him alfo with a Royal 
Match } bcftowing upon him his Wife's Sifter in Marriage, and after her Death, he 
ofiered him his eldeft Daughter with three hundred Talents for her Portion. But Phe- 
roras was fo captivated with a Paffion for an ordinary Perfon, that he declined the Pro- 
pofal. Herod took this in fuch Indignation, that he gave her to the Son of his Bro- 
ther; who was afterwards flain by the Parthians. He was mightily incenfed for the 
prefent; but upon fecond Thoughts he imputed the Refufal to the Violence of his 
Paffion, and fo pardoned his Folly, 

There had been a Rumour, it feems, of a long Standing; that Pheroras had a Defign, 
even in the Life of Mariamne, to poifon his Brother. This was a Time fo favourable 
to Spies and Informers, that Herod, though one of the kindeft of Brothers, was yet 
fiartled at the Report ; though he could not altogether believe it. There were a great 
many feized upon Sufpicion, and fevcral put to the Qiieftion ; paffing from one to ano- 
ther, 'till they came at laft to the Friends of Pheroras. They confefled nothing of the 
Poi(bn; but Pheroras, they faid, had fome Thoughts of flipping away with his Mif- 
trcfs into Parthia; and that Coftobarus, Salome's fecond Hafl^and, was privy to the 
Purpofe and Defign. It was this Coftobarus, to whom Herod delivered her up, after 
her former Hufband was put to Death for her Adultery. And Salome did not come off 
without an Accufation neither ; for her Brother Pheroras laid it to her Charge, that 
fhe had been treating a Match with Syllabus, Governor of Arabia under King Obodas, 
and the bittereft Enemy that Herod had in the World. Salome was found guilty of 
every Article that her Brother Pheroras charged upon her ; but Herod, however, 
pardoned them both. 

The Srorm of thcFadlion fell now wholly upon the Head of Alexander. As for In- 
ftance : There were three Eunuchs in the Houfe, that were all in the good Graces of 
the King, and well known by the Offices they had in the Family, that is to fay, a 
Cup-bearer, a Sewer, "and a Valet de Chambre: One of them to fill his Mifter's Wine, 
the fecond to provide his Supper, and the third to put him to Bed, and fupply the 
Office of a Bed-fellow. Now thefe were all Alexander's Creatures, as fiir as Flatteries 
and Rewards could make them. Herod took up a Jealoufy, and putting them to the 
Torture, out came the whole Bufinefs ; the Pradice, the Promife, and the Inftrument; 
together with Alexander's Way of Impofing upon them. '* There was no Hope of 
** Herod, he faid, a wicked old Man, that had his Hair dyed like a Fop to make him 
** look young : The Refpedt you pay to him, fays he, belongs to me, that am to be 
** his Succeff^r to the Kingdom, and he cannot hinder it. I fliall have it in my Power 
** then, fays he, to revenge myfelf of my Enemies, and to reward my Friends ; your- 
*« felves in the firft Place." The Informers added this further, that the great Minifters 
and Officers were all for Alexander in their Hearts, and managed their Matters together 
in their private Meetings and Cabals. 

This was fuch a Thunderbolt to Herod, that he durft not be too quick in publifhing 
the very Difcovery ; but his Tale-bearers and Af^ents were at Work NiL^ht and Day, to 
fpy up and down in all Families and Places what was fdid and done; and it was cerr.in 
Death to be but fo much as fufpeiled. There was nothing to be heard of in this Part 
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of Herod's Hiftory, but Cruelty and Injuftice. Every Difguft made Way for a Ca* 
lumny, and that Calumny was made a mortal Crime; for Herod did but execute the 
MaKce that other People put in his Head : No Witnefs fo infamous, no Impofture fo 
grofs and ridiculous, but it found Credit, and the Funifliment was fo quick, that it 
fcarce waited for the Offence, but the Accufed and the Accufer went off together; for 
Herod reckoned all Formalities of Law to be but Fooleries, where the Life of a Prince 
was in Danger. 

Nay, he was now dirtempered to fuch a Degree of Outrage, that it was not enough 
for a Man to be innocent, or to efcape an Accufation; but his very Friends fared the 
word of all others: Some he banifhed the Kingdom; and where he could not exercife 
his Power, he wreaked his Spite upon them in foul Words. But Antipater was the 
Source of all this Mifchief, and betwixt himfelf, his Friends, and his Rabble, there 
was nothing omitted to inflame the Accufation. Nay, he had fo frighted the King 
with a Company of idle foolirti Stories, that he fancied Alexander ftill before him 
with a Sword drawn to deftroy him. In this Dread he caufed him immediately to be 
taken up, and bound; and fo proceeded to the tormenting of his Friends. Many of 
them died mute, and facrificed their Lives to a good Confcience. Others that had 
not the Heart to (land the Torment, patched up a Lie, and brought the two Brothers 
into a Plot upon the Life of the King: That Plot to be put in Execution one -Day as 
they were a hunting, and they themlelves, in the mean Time, to flip away for Rome. 
This was a very unlikely Story; but the Invention paflTed, upon this Pinch, for want 
of a better; for Herod did not only believe it, but made Ufe of it in his own Juftifi- 
cation for committing his Son to Prifon. 

Herod being now under the Judgment of fo incurable and implacable a Jealouiy, 
Alexander troubled his Head no longer with the unprofitable Way of Argument and 
Excufc, in his own Defence; but bethinking himfelf of another Expedient, he re- 
folvcd for the future to fay as they faid, and by confefling himfelf guilty to involve 
his Enemies in the fame Condemnation, So that he drew up four Papers, owning 
himfelf a Confederate againft the Life of his Father; with the Names of divers of 
the Confpirators ; but Pheroras and Salome in the firft: Place, charging Salome with 
the Impudence of forcing herfelf into his Bed one Night, whether he would or no. 
The Papers being in Herod's Hands, and a World of bloody Reflections in them upon 
feveral of the Nobility, it fo fell out by Providence, that Archelaus, in this very 
Nick of Time came into Juda:a, in a thoufand Frights for his Son-in-Law and Daugh- 
ter, and with a Defign to ferve them all he could. And he did it effedually; for it 
was his Condudl and Addrefs, that in fome Degree brought Herod to his Wits again. 

Upon their coming together, Archelaus brake out into an Outrage of paflionate Ex- 
clamations, .** Why, where's this execrable Son ot mine ? fays he : Why does he not 
** (hew his paricidal treacherous Head, that I may tear him to Pieces with my own 
•' Fingers, and provide a new Huft^and and a better Man for my poor Daughter ? But 
" alas ! She is tainted with the very Memory of the Relation (he had to this Wretch, 
" and confequcntly fit for no body, though as innocent as fhe was born of his Pradliccs 
'^ and Counfcis ; but the greateft Miracle of all, as it appe^s to me here, is your Pa- 
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Book I. The WARS of the JEWS. 63 

*^' ticnce, in fparing the Life of a Confpirator, to the Hazard of your own. Little did 
" I chink, when I made fuch Hafte out of Cappadocia, to have found Alexander yet 
** alive ; fo that my Bufinefs was rather to have had fome Difcourfe with you about my 
<< Daughter, whom I parted #ith to this wicked Man, only out of a Refpedt to you ; 
•* but, as the Cafe ftands at prcfent, fomewhat may be faid upon both Accounts. Now 
" you are too much a Father, and perhaps too much a Man too, to punifh a rebellious, 
•* treacherous Son, as he deferves ; wherefore let us only change Hands, and leave it 
*• to me to do right upon your Son, as I fhall recommend to your Generofity the Care 
^ of mv Daughter." 

This Difcourfe of Archelaus, as it put Herod in a better Humour toward Alexander, 
fo it fct him yet more and more againft Pheroras ; for this was the chief Argument of 
the four Papers which Herod gave him to read ; and fo from End to End the^ raa 
quite through them from one Article to another. Archelaus was now Mailer, of an 
Opportunity to his own Wifli, and infinuated himfelf by little and little into the Merits 
of the Caufe;' laying the Blame upon the Ring-leaders, as they were marked out in the 
Papers; and chiefly upon Pheroras. Archelaus finding by this Time, that he had fome 
Sort of Credit with the King, made Advantage of the Occafion, and fo took another 
Bias. ^ 

'* In my Opinion, fays he, your Son is in more Danger of being undone by a Faftion, 
^ than you are in of being deftroyed by a Son. Wfiy, Alexander muft be a ftark Mad- 
•* man to enter into any fuch Praftice of his own Head ; he does, in a Manner, divide 
•« the Government already with his Father, and a fair Pretence he has likewife to the 
•• Succeflion : And what would he more, if it were not for the Importunity of fome 
'* violent Spirits at hand to debauch and icduce him? Youth, alas! is radi and flippery, 
** and eafily impofed upon by ill Company and corrupt Counfcls, for want of Con- 
*• fideration and Experience. Now, there are a Sort of Inftruments that neither young 
** nor old are able to rcfiftj fuch a Cabal of Makebates and Incendiaries, that wherever 
** they appear. Men, FamilieV, and whole Kingdoms fall before them/* 

Herod began now to be of Archelaus's Opinion, and to think more favourably of 
Alexander, and worfe of Pheroras than he had done ; this being the Argument of the 
four Papers. When Pheroras came to find Herod in a more tradable Temper than 
ufual, and that Archelaus was the Man that heriioft depended upon, he fet a bold Face 
upon it, and with a (hamelefs Impudence to fupply all other Defrdls, he quitted Alex- 
ander, and betook himfelf to Archelaus, who told him plainly how impoffiblc a Thing 
it was for him ever to come off from an Accufation fo manifeftly proved againft h:m> 
for the Sun was not clearer than the Evidence of his being in - Conlpiracy againft the 
Life of his Brother; befide, that the Ruin of Alexander ve'as alfc of his Contrivance. 
" Now, fays Archelaus, why cannot you give over this Way of fliuffling and out- facing 
•* Things, and rather make a frank ConfefHon of what your very Soul knows you to 
«* be guilty of? Your Brother has a natural Tenderness for you, and I am perfuadcd he 
^* might be prevailed upf n for your Pardon. If you like the Propofal, make the Ex*' 
** periment, and you may ba fure of my Help to do you me I ft Offices I can." 

Pheroras bethought himfelf, and took the Hint, and With a ruetul mourning Drefs, 
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and Countenance difinal and fad, on Purpofe to move Com pafTion, he went-and caft him- 
felf at Herod's Feet, made his Confcfiion, and begged Forgivenefs, acknowledging his 
Faults; but, at the fame Time, calling them all upon the tranfport of a foolifh Paflioa 
he had for a Woman, that made him idle-headed, fo that he knew not what he faid or 
did. bo foon as Pheroras had given this Evidence againfl himfelf, Archelaus's next Work 
was to qualify Matters with Herod, and to bring him into a more conver&ble Humoar. 
** Well fays Archelaus, this is a very ill Thing from fo near a Relation, and yet I myfelf 
** have fufFered a great deal more from a Brotlier than this comes to; but in that Caie I 
«' thought it Prudent to facrifice my Revenge to a natural AfFcdlion and Duty. It is in 
*' Kingdoms as it is in Bodies ; when an ill Humour falls down into any one Part, it is 
" more advifcable to try Remedies than to cut it off." 

Archelaus had now fweetened Herod towards Pheroras, and treated Alexander, in Sem- 
blance at leaft, with Reproaches and Menaces, and, in Conclufion, " he would even take 
'^away his Daughter, he faid, without any more ado." This feeming Fjjercenefs of 
Archelaus wrought fo fenfibly upon the Spirit of Herod, that he became ail^dvocate for 
his Son upon it, and made it his Suit to Archelaus not to make void the Marriagp. His 
Anfwer was, ** that out of the Reverence he had for the Rights of Alliance, he was con- 
^* tent to leave his Daughter abfolutely at Herod's Difpofal, provided only that he fhould 
" not give her to Alexander. But this was all Counterfeit and Dilguife. Hftrod was 
for the continuing of the young Couple together. ** They had Children, he faid, and 
^* fo great a Kindnefs one for the other, that it would be Death to part them« If (he 
" ftays, fays Herod, we will have an Act of Oblivion ; if flie goes away, the Cafe is 
*' defpcrate; for there is nothing puts Relations in better Order than the Comfort of a 
*' Family Converfation." This Deliberation was fcarce over, but Archelaus went out, 
and came back again in a Trice, and brought in Alexander along with him, whom he 
prefently reconciled to his Father. Archelaus was much of Opinion for Herod's going 
to Rome, with an Account to Cafar of all the late Tranfadtions; for, fays he, I have 
written at large already upon this Subjedt. 

This was a crafty and a healing Counfel of Archclaus's, to deliver his Son from Dan- 
ger, and at the fame Time to celebrate the Feftival of the Reconciliation, with all Inflances 
of Humanity and Refpedt. Archelaus was now upon his Departure, and Herod made 
him a Prefent of feventy Talents, a Throne fet with precious Stones, with a Train of 
Eunuchs, and a Concubine called Pannychis. All the King's great Miniflfersi Friends 
and Relations were likewife treated by Herod's exprefs Order with rich Prefents, every 
Man in his Proportion, Herod himfelf and his Nobility condudting Archelaus on his 
Way as far as Antioch. 

There came a Perfon into Judaea not long after this, a Man of Policy, that outdid 
Archdaus himfelf; one that did not only overthrow the Projedl of Alexander's Reconci- 
liation to his Father, but fo ordered the Matter, that he brought Alexander himfelf to 
his End; his Name was Eurycles, a Native of Lacedsemon, corrupted by the Love of 
Money into an AfFedtation of Power, and fo lavifti in his Expenccs, that the Revenue 
of a Prince would not anfwer his Profufions. He made Herod feveral Prefents of great 
Value, that looked like Baits to draw on more ; for Herod fent him greater prefenUy in 
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Return. He fet little Value upon any Bounty that was not the Price of royal Blood; 
fo that he made his Way to Herod's good Graces, one while by crafty infnaring Dif- 
courfes, arnd another while by the groffeft of hyperbolical Flatteries, till, in the End, 
he got fo perfea a Mcafure of the King's weak Side and Humour, that whatever he 
faid or did, was all to Herod's Liking. By this parafitical Way of Complaifance, he 
made himfelf a very confiderable Intereft at Court ; bcfide, that being a Spartan, they 
had an honour for his Country, as well as for his Perfon. 

When Eurycles came to difcovcr the Wcaknefles of the Family, with the Faftions 
and Divifions of the Children, and to fee how Herod flood afFefted to them in particular, 
he took up his Lodging with Antipater, and pretending a wonderful Kindnefs to Alex- 
ander, told him a long Tale of his Friend Archelaus, and what a Greatnefs had ever been 
betwixt them, which was as good as a Letter of Recommendation to Alexander, who 
not only fwallowed it himfelf, but poflcfled his Brother Ariftobulus alfo with the Belief 
of the fame Story. When Eurycles had founded all the People he had to do withall, he 
put on fcveral Shapes and Forms, and went fevcral Ways to Work, as the Cafe re- 
quired, his Bufineis being upon the main to get Antipater's Money and to betray Alex- 
ander. " Tis an admirable thing to me, fays Eurycles to Antipater, how you, that arc 
*« the ^cldeft Son, and next Heir to the Crown, can fufFer yourfelf to be impofed upon 
" by Pretenders to your Right! And then to Alexander, How can you, fays he, that 
'^ are both the Son and the Hufband of a great Princefs, endure to fee the Son of a pri- 
^' vate Woman interpofe betwixt you and the Crown, cfpcciaHy having fuch a Friend to 
■• fecond you as Archelaus ?*' All this went down now with the young Man for good 
Faith, upon the Credit of profcfling a Friendfhip for Archelaus. Alexander was fo far 
from diftrufting any Thing, that he took Eurycles into a clofer Confidence, and opened 
his very Heart to him in the Matter of Antipater. " It is no wonder, fays he, for 
'* Herod, that took away the Life of the Mother, to take away the Kingdom from the 
** Son." Eurycles, at the Hearing of this, bleffing himfelf at the Barbarity of the 
Praftice, and with a Countenance of Pity and Condoling, he engaged Ariftobulus like- 
wife in the Difcourfe, and confcquently hampered him in the Same Snare. When Eu- 
rycles had furnifhed out Matter enough againft them both, away goes he to Antipater 
with the Story, and fome additional Circumftances to it of his own making, as if the 
Confpiracy.were juft upon the Point of Execution, and the King's Life every Moment 
more and more in Danger. Antipater made Eurycles a Prefcnt of a vaft Sum of Money . 
for this Service, and his good Word to his Father over and above. And fo to the very 
Death of Alexander and Ariftobulus, Eurycles offered himfelf for an Evidence againft 
the Brothers. 

Eurycles went now to Herod with this Speech in his Mouth; 

•' I am here come in Gratitude, fays he, to acknowledge all your Favours, and to 
«< give you your very Life in Requital. It is now a long Time that your Death has 
'* been refolved upon : infomuch that Alexander had a drawn Sword in his Hand once 
*« with a full Determination to have done the Deed. And let me tell you. Sir, this hor- 
" rid Wickednefs had been completed. If I had not put a Rcfpite to the Difpatch by 
" fceming to approve of the Thing, and offering myfclf to join in the Exploit. Whatl 
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*' fays Alexander^ cannot Herod content himfelf with the Ufurpation of a Kingdom^ 
«• the Death of mv Mother, and the tearing of the Government to Pieces, without 
** declaring that pitihil Wretch Antipater his Succeflbr, to the Scaq4iii of all crowned 
<« Heads ? But it belongs to me to do juftice to the Ghofts of Hyrcanus and Mariamne : 
<* Neither would it be congruous that the Government (hould defcend from fuch a 
" Father to fuch a Son without Blood. There is not a Day paffcs over my Head with- 
** out frefti Arguments and Provocations, to confirm me in my Purpofc. There i^ not 
<' a Word pafTes my Lips, but it is made a Snare to me. Drop but one Syllhble 
<< upon the Subjcd: of honourable Families and Extraction, and Herod cafts it in py 
" Teeth as an Affront that llruck at him. No, no, fays he, Alexander, is the oniy Man 
^* of Honour I warrant you, and his Famer no better than a Scoundrel. When I am a 
'* hunting with him, if I fay nothing. Why do not you talk, he cries; or if Italic, 
*' Why do I not hold my Tongue ? Nay, I cannot fo much as commend him, but 
*' he calls it picking of a Thank. I can do nothing, in fine, to his liking ; and it is 
V only Antipater that has the good Fortune to pleafe him. So that (fays Alexander) if 
" this Plot fliould mifcary, I had rather be in my Grave than outlive the Difafler : If it 
** fucceeds, I can eafily get off to my Father-in-Law, and thence to Caefar, who knows 
<< but little, alas ! of this Hiilory, or of the Temper of Herod. I fliall not now Aand 
** trembling when I come to Rome, as formerly, under the Awe of a fcverc Father; 
«« who was then prefent : Nor Ihall I much inlift upon private Injuries done to myfelf, 
•* but rather turn my Diicourfe to public Grievances; as horrible Corruptions and Op- 
*^ prefliolis, and the fquandering away of unmerciful Impolitions in Luxury and Pleafure. 
*' I lliall (hew which way they went, into what Hands; the miferable Slavery of the 
" Cities, and the true Reafons of it : And to conclude, I (hall deliver fuch a Hidory 
" of the Death of my Grandfather Hyrcanus and my Mother Mariamnc, and make fuch 
" a Difcovery of the Wickednefs of that Prince, that no Man living, after thefe ncccf- 
" fary Truths, (hall ever take me for a Murderer of my Father." 

When Eurycles had finiflied this Invedlive againft Alexander, he turned the Remainder 
of his Difcourfe into a Panegyric to the Honour of Antipater: The only Son, he faid, 
that truly loved his Father, and put a feafonable Stop to the Progrefs of the Defign. The 
King being ftill labouring under his former Jcaloufies, broke out upon this Hint into the 
Impatience of a moft intolerable Rage; and it was now Antipatcr's Time and Mafter-piece 
to inflame his Extravagance, by trumping up new Matters and Witncfies againft the Bro- 
thers. The Evidence was this. That Alexander and Ariftobulus held a private Corrcf- 
pondence with Jucundus and Tyrannus, two Horfc-OfKcers, that for fome Mifdcmeanour 
were difcharged of their Command. This Information put Herod into fuch a Fury, that 
he ordered them immediately to the Torture. But they knew nothing, they laid, of the 
Matter in Queftion; only there was a certain Letter, it feems, fent from Alexander, as to 
the Governor of Alexandrion, defiring him to receive himfelf and Arillobulus into the 
Cdftle, in Cafe of their Father's Death; and to furnifh them both with Arms and other 
Ncccffaries, if fuch a Thing fliould happen, Alexander charged this Letter as a Forgery 
of Dlophantus; a bold Man, and wonderfully dexterous at counterfeiting fiands; and bc- 
fide all this, he was the King's Secretary. And it is to be noted, that he was at laft put 
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to Death for Forgery. The Governor of the Caftle wa« alfo tortured; and there was no- 
thing gotten out of him neither. The Sons were efFeftually quitted: But for Eurycles, 
that Peft of Mankind, and the Projector of this whole Bufinefs, how was he celebrated 
by Herod for his Friend and Preferver, and compliri^e{Lted at laft with a Prefcnt of Fifty 
Talents for his Pains! This abandoned Wretch iocifore Archelaus could have a Certainty 
of the Imprifonment of the two Brothers, made a Journey to him by Stealth, and had 
the Face to tell Archelaus, that all was well betwixt Herod and Alexander, and that he 
himfelfhad made them Friends. From thence he went into Achaia with his Treafure ; 
where he fpent it as lewdly as he got it. In the End, he was arraigned by CaE^far, for 
feditious Pradtices, Broils, and Oppreflions. He was in the Conclufion, banifhed; and 
this was the Punishment he fuffered for his lewd Pra&ices againd Alexander and Ari*- 
ftobulus. 

It may do well enough in this Place to oppofe Evaratus of Coos, in the contrary Ex- 
treme to Eurycles the Spartan. He was much a Friend of Alexander's, and in Herod's 
Court at the fame Time when the Spartan was there. The King put him to it very 
ilriftly what Credit he gave to that Report of the Confpiracy, and to the Accufations 
that were given out upon it. Evaratus declared upon his Oath, that he never knew 
the young Men guilty of any Thing like it. But the miferable Prifoners were never 
the better fpr it ; for Herod's Ears were only open to Calumnies; and People were more 
or lefs in his Favour, according to the Degree of being more or lefs infamous; and there 
was no other Way to pleafehim but by faying, doing, and believing as he did. 

Salome in the mean Time was a terrible Incendiary to Herod againft his Sons, for the 
fecuring of herfelf. Aridobulus gave her a Caution, both as a Mother-in- Law, and aa 
an Aunt, to have a Care of herfelf; intimating that (he was in as much Danger from 
Plerod now, as any Body elfe, lying under a fecond Charge for the fame Crime (he was 
accufed of before, that is to fay, that (he had contracted a League with Syllseus the Ara- 
bian, with a Dclign to marry him, though (he knew him to be the King's Enemy; and 
that (he gave him a fecret Account, from Time to Time, of the King's Councils. A- 
riftobulus gave her this Warning on Purpofe to involve her in the fame common Fate 
with his Brother and himfelf: But it fell out unhappily ; for this was the Rock, they 
iplit upon, and the very Tempeft that funk them both. For Salome in that Moment 
\ went to the King, and told him what Ariftobulus had done ; which tranfported him to 
that Degree of an impetuous Rage, that he caufcd the Brothers to be immediately taken 
apart, and laid in Chains. 

Herod in this Heat fent Volumnius, a Colonel of Horfc, and Olympus, one of his 
particular Friends, to Casfar, with Copies of the Proceedings. Upon their Arrival at 
Rome they delivered their Letters, and Ca^far was in great Trouble for the young Men 
upon the reading of them ; but he was tender however of exerting bis civil Power to the 
Prejudice of the natural Power of a Father ovct his Children : So that he returned He- 
rod an Anfwer to this EfFcrdt; ** That he was Matter of himfelf, and of thofe that be- 
«* longed to him." But Caviar thought it yet advifeablc to call an A(rcmbly of his 
Friends and Relations, and the Governors of the Province, to inquire into the Confpiracy : 
And fo proceed to do Juftice upon thofe that (hould be found guilty of prepenfc Ma-» 
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lice : But if there were no more than a Thought of withdrawing or flying in the Cafe, 
a flendcr Puniflinient, he thought, might fcrve the Turn. 

The Emperor had marked out Bcrytus for the Place of Meeting; and Herod, in 
Conformity to Caefar's Direftion, called a Council there. The Prefidents were of 
Csefar's Appointment in writing; Saturninus and Pedanius, Ambafliadors, with Volum- 
nius the Governor of the Province, the Friend's and Relations of Herod, not omitting 
Salome and Pheroras : And after thefe, the principal Men of Syria, King Archelaus 
only excepted; for Herod had a Jealoufy of him, being the Fathcr-in-Law of Alex- 
ander, The Council was againft bringing the Sons into Court, and prudentially 
enough too; for the very Sight of them would have endangered the moving of a trou- 
blefome Compaffion; and then if they had been heard to fpeak for themfelves, Alex- 
ander would with great Eafe have baffli-d all their Objedtions : fo that they were ra- 
ther kept under Cuftody at a Diftance in Platane, a Village of Sidonia. 

When the King flood up to fpeak, he behaved himfelf paflionately, and vented his 
Difpleafure againft his Sons, as if they had been prefent. When he was upon the 
Subjedt of the Confpiracy, his Voice was low and faint, and he did not care for bearing 
too hard upon that Topic, becaufe his Proofs were weak; but when he came to mufter 
up malicious Expreflions, Indignities, Injuries, and Difobediences committed againfl: 
himfelf, his Voice was heard all over the Court, giving the Aflcmbly to nnderftand^ 
that thofe Reproaches were worfe to him than Death : And finally, when he faw that 
all paffed without Contradidtion, he only lamented the Mifery of his Condition in the 
gaining of fo ruinous a Vi(3:ory ; and upon this, ordered the Court to proceed to a 
Sentence. 

Saturninus gave his Opinion firft, that they deferved to be puniflied ; but not with 
Death : For it would not look well, having three Sons prefent in the AflTembly, to pafs 
a Sentence upon thofe that were abfent. The two Legates were of the fame Mind; 
and fo were others that came after. The firft Man that gave Sentence of Death was 
Volumnius, and others followed him, as they were influenced by the Paflions and In- 
tcreft of Herod ; but not a Man of them, out of any ill Will to the Prifoncrs. Judaea 
and Syria was all in Dread and Sufpence, what would be the IflTue of this Affair; though 
at the fame Time no Body thought that Herod could ever have the Heart to murder his 
own Children. But he had yet fo little Tenderntfs of Nature, as to fend his Sons to • 
Tyre in Chains, and thence by Sea to Ca)farea, deliberating in the mean Time what 
Death to put them to. 

In the mean Time, up comes one Tyro, an old Soldier of the King's, and a great 
Lover of the young Princes : He had a Son too that was much in Favour with Alex- 
ander. This Tyro, in a Horror of Indignation for what Herod was a doing, went 
about raving and crying out like a Madman, (as in Truth he was no better.) «« Juftice, 
•* fays he, is trampled upon ; Truth is loft; and there is nothing but Villainy and 
•« Iniquity left in this World. There is no fuch Thing as Humanity and natural Af- 
«* fefliion upon the Face of the Earth." At this Rate he went on, raging and exclaim- 
ing like a Man weary of his Life. Nay, he had the Courage at laft to advance to the 
King himfelf. " Of all Mea living, iays he to Herod, you yourfelf are certainly the 
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" moft mifcrable : A Man given oveir to the Judgment of believing the falfcft and the 
** worft of People, to the Prejudice of the beft Friends you have. As for Inftance : 
'* There is Salonne and Pheroras, two Perfons that you yourfelf know dcfcrve to fuffer 
*' Death, and you have declared as much ; and yet thcfe are the People, upon whofe 
•• Teftimony you are about to take away the Lives of your Sons. You never confider 
«' what an Eafe it will be to Antipater, when the right Heirs are removed, and you 
•' two alone ; for their Bufinefs is to have a King they may govern as they pleafe. But 
«* Ici him have a Care then of the Soldiers too; for if they come to take Fire at this 
•' Butchery, who knows how far it may go ? For there is not a Soul but pities the 
•' Brothers ; and Men of Quality grumble publicly at it, to fee how Things are ma- 
•* naged." Tyro, upon this Occafion, named feveral of the Malecontents, which in 
the fame Minute were taken up by Herod's Order, together with Tyro and his Son. 

There was one Tryphon by, at that Time, a kind of Madman, and the King's 
Barber. This Tryphon leaped out, to (hew himfelf to the Company, and fo fet up for 
a Witnefs. " That fame Tyro, fays he to Herod, offered me a confidcrable Reward, 
** in the Name of Alexander, if I would but undertake to cut your Throat in the 
*' Shaving." Upon this Information, Tyro and his Son, and the Barber, were pre- 
icntly ordered to be put to the Qucllion. Tyro and his Son denied all, and the Barber 
was wholly filent : Whereupon Herod commanded Tyro's Torments to be increafed, 
when his Son out of pure Tendernefs and Pity to his Father, promifed the King a Dif- 
covery of the whole Tranfadlion, if he might have his Pardon. Upon this, he was 
taken off the Torture, and then declared that his Father was put upon it by Alexander 
to kill the King. This was taken by fome only for a Shift in the Boy, to get himfelf 
ea/ed ; but there were others again that gave more Credit to it. 

Herod, after this, made a bitter Speech againft fome great Officers of the Army, to- 
gether with Tyro; which fo exafperated the common People, that they fell upon thefe 
^^Ollicers, Tyro, and the Barber, with Stones and Cudgels, and put them all to Death. 
As for the Sons that were now at Sebafte, not far from Cafaria, Herod caufed them to 
be ftrangJed, and the dead Bodies to be carried afterwards to Alexandrion, and laid by 
Alexander there, the Mother's Uncle, This was the End of Ariftobulus and Alexander. 



CHAP. XVIIL 



Antipater /;; a Tlot againft his Father. The Children of Alexander and 
Ariftobulus. Utxod's plaujible "Pretence ofTiety and good Nature. Ha 
calls a Council, and propounds convenient y/lliances. Antipater prevails 
-with Herod to undo what he had done. The C'fi of Salome and Syl- 
labus The Injolence of Antipater. j4 Court Cabal of Women. Salome 
informs the King of it. Foul ^radices charged laon her. Antipater /(^r- 
hidden the Converjation c/'Pheroras, or Jl^ Wife. Htioii finds Antipater 
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to Rome, ajid his laft TVill along with him, declaring Antipater /jis xent 
SttcceJJbr, and his Son Herod by Mariamne, next after him. Syllabus 
takes another Journey to Rome, to try his old Caufe with Antipater over 
again. Corruption and Subor7iation proved againji Syllacus, with a 
Dcjign upon the Life of Herod. 

ANTIPATER by this Time reckoned himfelf fure of the Kingdom; but never 
was any Man fo univerfally odious to the People; for they well enough under- 
ftood the whole Train of this Wickednefs to be of his Contrivance. But he was as ua- 
eafy on the one Hand, as he thought himfelf unfafe on the other, for fear the Children 
of the flaughtercd Brothers fliould rife up to revenge the Death of their Fathers. Alex- 
ander had by Glaphyra two Sons, Tigranes and Alexander : AriH^obuIus had likewiie 
by Berenice, the Daughter of Salome, Herod, Agrippa, and Ariftobulus; and two 
Daughters, Herodias and Mariamne. Glaphyra was now fent away with her Portion 
into Cappadocia, after the Death of Alexander; and Berenice, the Widow of Arifto- 
bulus, was married to the Uncle of Antipater; who bethought himfelf of this Match 
to make Friends again with Salome, and put an End to all Quarrels. Antipater plied 
Pheroras with Compliments and Prefents ; making Court at the fame Time to Gsciar's 
Friends, and fending vaft Sums of Money to Rome to engage them. Neither was he 
Icfs bountiful to Saturninus and the reft of his Friends in Syria. But all this would 
not yet do his Work, for the more he gave, the lefs they valued him ; and fo far was 
this Expence from any Appearance of a generous Bounty, that it was looked upon to 
be only a Squandering out of Fear. So it was, in fine, that he was never the better 
for what he gave ; and where he gave nothing, he made People fo much the more his 
Enemies. He was the larger in his Liberalities, becaufe he faw, contrary to all People's 
Expeftation, that Herod took fuch Care of the poor Orphans; which gave to under- 
ftand, by the Comraiferation he had for the Children, the penitent Senfe and Regret 
he had for the Death of the Fathers. 

Herod, having now called his Friends and Kindred together, fent for the young 
Princes, and fo addrcflcd himfelf to the Company, with Tears in his Eyes, upon this 
Occafion. ' ^ 

** You have here before you, fays Herod, the Children of an unfortunate Family." 
" Their Fathers have been taken from me by a fad Fate ; and I find myfelf bound in " 
<^ Humanity and good Nature to do the beft I can for the Orphans, in difcharging the 
" Part of a Grandfather, more to my Satisfaction, than I did that of a Father. In 
'* Purfuance of this Purpofe, I fliall make it my Care, in the firft Place, to leave thcfe 
*' Children in good Hands, and under the Charge of the beft Friends I fliall leave be- 
«* hind me when I om gone. To begin with you, Pheroras, fays he, I would have 
** you marry your Daughter to Alexander's eldeft Son, and to fupply the Place to him 
** of a Father, and a necelfary Guardian. As for your Part, Antipater, fays he, I 
** would have your Son to take one of the Daughters of Ariftobulus: Under which 
** Relation you v/ill be as good as a Parent to the Orphan. And fo for my Son Herod, 
•* the Grandchild of Simon the Highj|^ricft by the Mother's Side, let him marry the 
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other Sifter. This is my Will and Defire ; and no Creature that has any Regard or 

Kindnefs for me will difpute it. Thus I would have it; and I befeech God to prof- 
** per thefe Alliances to the Comfort of my Kingdom and tivy Family, andgxanti*^ 
•* Mercy that the Children may be looked upon with a more favourable Eye' than their 
« Fathers." 

With this Bencdidion Herod concluded ; and joining the Hands of the Princes, and 
weeping over them, he took a particular Leave of the whole Aflembly one by one, and 
to difmiffed the Council. 

Antipater, upon the hearing of this ftood like a Statue, infomuch that everv Body 
took Notice of the Surprife ; for he looked upon all the Refpefts his Father paid tlie 
Children, to be no other than a Derogation from himfelf. This was a Way, he 
thought, to put all Things into Confufion again j at leaft, if Pheroras the Tetrarch 
Aiould join Intereft with Archelaus, in Favour of Alexander's Sons, It ran in his 
Head again, the univerfal Hatred he had drawn upon himfelf; the Compaffion of the 
People for thofe fatherlefs Children ; and, in fine, the Concern the whole Natior^ had 
in the Matter, betwixt a Tendernefs for the living Children, and a Reverence for the 
Memory of the dead. In which Cafe Antipater was looked upon as neither better nor 
worfe than the Murderer. Thefe Things well confidered, Antipater had nothing elfe 
to do, but to diffolve the Contracts ; and how to gain that Point was now the Qneftion; 
for Herod being fierce and fufpicious, was not to be dealt withal by Craft and Circum- 
vention, fo that he went rather a frank bare-faced Way to Work, and openly defired 
of him (but with all Modefty and Deference) that he would only make good the 
Honour he had thought him worthy of, and beftovved upon him ; for all the reft was but 
the Shadow of a Kingdom, without the Subftance, which would be certainly the Cafe, 
if Alexander's Son fliould not only have Archelaus for his Grandfather, but Pheroras 
alfo for his Father- in-Law. Antipater preffed Herod with violent Importunities to 
•change the Difpofition of the Marriage, having a numerous Family, he faid, and the 
Thing would be eafily done. ^ 

Herod had nine Wives, and Children by feven of them; .Antipater by Doris ; Herod 
by Mariamne the Daughter of the High-Prieft; Antipas and Archelaus by Malthace a 
^Samaritan; and a Daughter, Olympias, whom his Brother Jofcph married ; Herod and 
"Philip by Cleopatra of Jernfalem ; and Phafael by'Pallas. He had alfo other Daugh- 
ters, Roxane and Salome; the one by Phsedra, the other by Elpis ; and two Wives 
that had no Children ; ihe one was the Daughter of his Brother, the other his Coufin 
German : And over and above thefe, he had by Mariamne, the two Sifters of Alexander 
amd Ariftobulus; " fo that here is Choice enough, fays Antipater, for the ordering of 
'• the Matches fome other Way. 

1 he King perceived, by this Time, what Thoughts Antipater had of the Children,, 
and what Purpofes and Intcnrions towards tht-m, and was very much difturbcd at it; 
for fear he fiiould ferve the Survivors^ as he had done their Prcdcceflbrs, whom he 
himfcif had murdered before. H^l|||||#a6 fo'very angry with him for this Expoftula- 
tion, that he griv* him hard Word?; 1ttii;|n«dc hi'm qui't the Rrom ; but with a little 
Flattery and Cajolling> he was quick)/ wrought upon to make fome Alteration in his 
I . Prcjedl; 
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Projedj fo that he gave to A'Jtipater himfclf the Daughter of Ariftobulus, and marri- 
ed the Son to the Daughter of Pheroras. This was enough to fliew what an Alcen- 
^^xxt the elozing Way ^^ Antipater had over the Spirit of Herod i but this would not 
do yet in the CaTc c;i Salome, though his own Sifter, and a Sifter feconded alio with 
the Intercft ol" the Emprefs Julia in her Favour. Salome had a Mind to marry Syilaeus 
the Arabian, and engaged Julia in the Requcft; which Herod did not only oppofe in 
the Thing itfclf, and all Intercefli:>ns for it, but bound himfelf with an Oath to treat 
her as the greateft Enemy he had in the World, if ftie did not give over the Thought 
of it. After this, he forced her upon a Match with Alexas, a Friend of his, and fo 
to marry one of her Daughters to the Son of Alexas, and the other to the Uncle of 
Antipater by the Mother's Side. He gave alfo one of the Daughters of Mariamne to 
Antipater, the Son of his Sifter, and the other to Phafael the Son of his Brother. 

When Matters were thus fliuffled and altered, and every thing fettled to the Hu- 
mour and Convenience of Antipater, and confequently to the manifeft Exclution of 
the Orphans, his Malignity was now bolftered up with fo audacious a Confidence, that 
it made him wholly infupportable. He found that all People hated him, and that he 
could not be fafe, unlefs he made them fear him too ; befide, that Pheroras treated 
him as a Prince eftabliflied in his Sovereignty. ' 

There brake out at the fame Time new Broils at Court, upon a Fa&ion among the 
Womtn; for the Wife, the Mother, and the Sifter of Pheroras, together with the 
Mother of Antipater, behaved themfelves infolently and contemptuoufly, even toward 
the King's Daughters, which Antipater was well enough pleafed withal, for he hated 
them mortally: And, for the reft of the Women, they ftood all in Awe of the Cabal, 
faveonly Salome, who gave the King plainly to underftand the Truth of the Matter, 
and that their fccret Meetings and Conlultations were not for his Service. When the 
Women came to underftand, that the King had Notice of thefe Conventicles, and 
took great Oftence at them, they gave over that open Way of caballing, and on the 
contrary would ftill be jangBbg and thwarting one another in the King's Hearing, as 
if they were rather Enemies than Confpirators. Antipater under the Cloke of this 
Difguife, made diredt Sport with Pheroras, and betwixt Jeft and Earneft bantered and 
abulcd him ; but then they kept up their Night-Clubs and Collations, and the morCg 
they were obferved, the more they ftuck together 5 but nothing of all this efcaped Sa- 
lome, and from her it went immediately to the King. This put Herod into a Rage, 
crpecjally againft the Wife of Pheroras, upon whom Salome laid the greateft Strefs. 
Herod, upon this, called a Council of his Friends and Relations, and among other 
foul Pradlces, exhibited a Complaint againft her for affronting his Daughters, enga- 
ging the Pharifees againft him, and giving his Brother a Potion to make him hate 
him. '* And now, fays Herod turning to Pheroras, which of the two would you part 
«* with, your Brother or your Wife, if it -were put to your Choice ?" I would rather 
part with my Life itfelf, fays Pheroras^ than with my dear Wife. This anfwer put 
Herod to a Stand, and thereupon he gave An^ififtr in Charge, that he (hould never 
entertain any Difcourfe., or have any Tfijing^og^ft to do with cither Pheroras or his 
Wife, or any Body elfe that belonged to tHenif Antipater made a fhew of Readinefs 
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to comply with his Order; but this notwithftandingt they fpent fevcral whole Nights 
together, for fear of Difcoveryi however he fo ordered the Matter with fome Friends 
he had in Italy, that Letters were written to Herod, by any Means to fend Antipater over 
to Rome, to make his Court awhile to Caefar. Upon this Invitation, Herod imme- 
diately provided him a princely Equipage, with Money and all NecefTaries, and fo 
dtfpatched him away for Rome with his Will and Teftamcnt along with him; where- 
in Herod declared Antipater himfelf his Succcflbr, and Herod after Antipater, whom 
he had by Mariamne the Daughter of the High-Pricft. 

Syllseus, the Arabian, made at this Time, another Journey to Rome (without any 
Regard to Caefar's Command) to difpute the fame Caufe over again with Antipater, 
that he had formerly defended againd Nicholas. It was a Controversy of great Mo- 
ment alfo that he had with his Sovereign Aretas, having put feveral of his Friends to 
Death, and Sohemus for one, the moft eminent Perfon, both for Power and Wealth, 
in the whole City of Petra. He likewife corrupted Tabatus, one of Caefar's Gover- 
nors, with a Sum of Money, to aflift him againft Herod ; but Herod, afterward out-bid- 
ding him, drew Tabatus off again from Syllaeus, and made him Receiver of Herod'g 
Duties. Now Syllasus finding that he came to no Account, gave Auguftus to un- 
derftand by Way of Complaint, that Tabatus was not Caefar*s Governor, but 
Herod's, This Provocation tranfported Tabatus to fuch a Degree, that being as 
yet in great Credit with Herod, he went and betrayed Syllxus to him, telling 
the King, that he had engaged Corinthus, one of the Guards, with a Sum of Money, 
to join with him in a Conipiracy, advifing withal, that he might forthwith be takeu 
into Cuftody. The King made no Difficulty of doing it at firft Word ; fof this fame 
Corinthus, though he had his Education in the Court, was neverthelefs by Birth an 
Arabian ; fo that in a fliort Time Corinthus was not only taken up himfelf, but two 
Arabians more that were found with him, the one of them a Friend of Syllaeus, and 
the Name of the other was Phylarchus, who being put ^to the Q^eftioh, confefled 
upon the Torture, that they had prevailed upon Corirtthus for a mighty Sum of 
Money, to undertake the killing of the King. Saturninus, the Governor of Syria, 
took Cae Examinations, and fent them away to Rome. 



CHAP. XIX. 

Herod bani/bes Pheroras the Courts for refufing to turn away his TP'^ife ; 
who vows tfever to rcti/m whi/e Heiod lives. Herod /a/Is Jickt and fends 

for him i hut he refufcs to come. Herod recovers and Pheroras falls fick. 
Herod vif/s him] and he dies Jome few Days after. 'Proofs of Fhero- 
rasV being poijbned, and by th^mmce of Syllseus. The witnejfes all agree. 
Antipater V coarje -way of ^''^^^M^^ Father. The Dijcovery clear and 
certain. Herod'i unmerciful Icfour. The Tejiimony of Pheroras/ Wi- 
dow: His Confejjion at his Death. Mathmne f>f oved to be in t}?e 'Plot. 
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HEROD preffcd every Day harder and harder Pheroras to turn away his Wife* 
He found Matter in abundance to hate her for; but no Way to puniOi her, 
till in a frantic Outrage^ he baniihed both herfelf and her Hufband the Court. 
Pheroras bore the Affliftion well enough 5 and fo went ftraight away to his Tctrarchy, 
with an Oath never to return again while Herod lived ; and that nothing but his Death 
fhould put an End to his Banifhment. Herod fell now into a Fit of Sicknefs, and fent 
feveral Times for Pheroras to come to him, as having fomewhat to commuDicate to him 
before he died : But Pheroras would not be prevailed upon to go ; and Herod on the other 
hand, beyond all Expedtation recovered. Pheroras, after this, fell ill himfelf ; and Herod 
upon that Occaiion gave a lingular Inftance of his Humanity and Patience; for he gave 
him a Vifit, and treated him with all the Care and Affedion imaginable : But -that 
pifeafe took him off in a (hort Time. It was generally thought that Herod had a 
very particular Kindnefs for Pheroras, to the laft Hour of his Life : And yet there goes 
a Report for all this, that he made him away by Poifon. The Body however was 
carried away to Jerufalem; a public Mourning appointed for him, and a mofl- magni- 
ficent Funeral. This was the End of one of the Murderers of Alexander and Ariflo-i 
bulus. But the Puniftiment of this Wickednels fell afterwards upon the Head of An- 
tipater, the Author of it: And his Ruin took its Rife from the Death of Pheroras; 
for fome of his freed Men, in the Agony of their Paflion for io irreparable a Lofs, tvent 
boldly to the King, and told him that his Brother was poifoned, for his Wife had given 
him fomething to eat, that was neither dreffcd nor feafoned after the ufual Manner; 
and that, upon the fwallowing of it, he was immediately fick at Heart. It was ob- 
ferved, that two Days before, there was a cunning Woman brought out of Arabia, at 
the Infiance of the Mother and Sifter, to prepare a Philtre for Pheroras ; but inftead 
of a Love-Potion, it proved to be a deadly Poifon, and given by the Advice of Syll2U5> 
to whom this Woman was well known. 

Here were fo many Sufpicions ftarted, and the Prefumptions fo ftrong, that the King 
ordered the putting of feveral Perfons, bound and free, to the Queftion : One of them 
crying out in the Extremity of her Torments, <* God, (fays (he) the Ruler of Heaven 
*' and Earth, avenge thyfclf and us upon the Mother of Antipater, for all the Miferics 
•' we fuffer here for her Sake." When the King had gotten this Light, he followed^ 
it as far as it would lead him ; and a Woman laid open the whole Story of the Fa- 
miliarity betwixt the Mother of Antipater, and Pheroras, and his Women ; the clan- 
deftine Meetings; and how Pheroras and Antipater, when they came from Courts fat 
up and made merry with them all Night, and not a Servant admitted into the Chamber. 
It was one of the freed Women that gave this Evidence. 

When they came to be examined apart, there was fuch an Agreement in their In- 
formations, that the Truth of the Charge was no longer to be doubted. It came now 
into Herod's Head that Antipater's withdrawi^ to Rome, and Pheroras's (in Eflfefi) 
procuring his own Banifliment, were only C^^mH^nces to get out of the Way : For 
they were often heard to fay, that Herod fWtRilfnever ftop at Alexander and Arifto- 
bulus I but that they themfelvcs and their^*>^l|les, muft prepare to take their Turns : 
For why (hould any Body hope to fare better at Herod's Hand^ after the execrable 

Murder 
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Murder of his Wife and Children ? So that there is no Fence againfl this Monfter, but 
getting out of his Reach. 

The Women depofed further, that Antipater would be often complaining to his Mo- 
ther, «• that when I (fays he) am grey-headed, my Father grows every Day younger 
<* and younger ; and who Icnows but I may die before I come to govern ? Or what if 
*« my Father (hould die before me, (as that may be a long Time firft) I (hall have loft 
*« the very Reliih of the Pleafure of a Crown : Befide the Hydra's Heids that are 
«^ now (hooting out again in the Children of Alexander and Ariftobulus : And as for 
«» my own Children, they are cut off by my Father's Will from any Pretence of claim*- 
<* ing to the Succeilion; for he has made the Son of Mariamne his Heir; at leaft, if 
«» the Will of a Dotard may pafe for any Thing. But he will take Care to put a Stop 
«« to this Difpute, by not leaving one Soul of his Family alive to pretend to it. He is 
<* certainly of all Fathers that ever lived, the moft unnatural and malicious to his Sons; 
^' and yet worfe, if it be poffible, to his Brothers : Witnefs tl\^ hundred Talents he 
«^ gave Antipater, never to have any Thing more to do with Fheroras: And then when 
'^ Pheroras cried out, what hurt have we done him? Nay, for that, fays Antipater, 
«« I wi(h he would but content himfelf to ftrip us naked, and then leave us alive. 
^' But what can a Body hope for from fo very a Brute, that makes the open Profef- 
^* (ion of Friendihrp intolerable and dangerous? But^ fays he, here do we content 
<' ourfelves to meet and enjoy one another by Stealth: Whereas if we had but the 
^< Hearts and Hands of Men, we might find Means to affert our Rights and Liberties 
*' in another Way." 

This waiB the Woman's Confeflion; and that Pheroras had fomc Thoughts of get- 
ting away with them to Petra. It was a clear Difcovery; but the greateft evidence of 
all to Herod, was the hundred Talents : For he had only mentioned that Particular to 
Antipater. So that he began with Doris, Antipater's Mother, as the firft Objecft of 
his fury; took away all the Ornaments, and precious Things he had given her, to 
the Value of many Talents: And, after the rifling of her, he banifhed her. After 
this, upon the cooling of his Choler, he caufed Phcroras's Women to be taken off the 
Torture: But trembling all the while, «nd diftradled betwixt Jealoufies and Fears. 
Nay, he was ib ftrid: and cautious in his Cruelties, that he put the Innocent to the 
Torture without Diftindkion, for fear any of the Guilty (hould efcape. 

The next that took his Turn was Antipater, the Samaritan, the Deputy of the 
other Antipater: And it appeared by his Evidence, that Antipater fent for Polfon ihto 
iEgypt, by a certain Friend of Antiphilus, with a Defign upon the King's Life; 
which he received from Theudion, the Uncle of Antipater, and upon his Order de- 
livered it to Pheroras; who had taken upcn him the doing of the Deed, while he 
himfelf (hould beat Rome, and out of Diftance to be fufpe£ted: Pheroras commit- 
ting the Care of the Poifon to his Wife, to lay it up. 

The King fent prefently, uponifcis, for the Widow of Pheroras, and commartded 
her without any Delay to (hew \ki^ the Secret (lie had received. She Went out in 
thit Moment with a Pretence to fetpfait; but caft herfelf head Ion j; from the* Top 
of the Hoofe^ to prevent both the Torture and the Difcovery : But God*s Providence 

L 2 WQulA 



•]^ The W A R S of the JEWS. Book r, 

would not fufFer Antipatcrto efcape thus; for her Fall was not mortal. She was takcQ 
up, and carried to the King; and fo foon as ever (he came to herfelf, (for her Head 
was troubled) the King put her to it to tell him what made her to take that defperate 
Leap: AiTuring her upon his Oath, that if (he fpake the truth (lie (hould have no further 
Puniftiment; but if flic falfified, flic fliould die upon the Torture, without allowiog her fo 
much as the Rites of a Burial. 

By this Time flie was come a little to her Scnfes, and bolted out this Ejaculation: 
** Am I, fays flic, to keep Secrets, now Pheroras is dead and gone, in favour of Antipaier 
*« that has been the Dcftruftion of us all? Great Prince! Give me the Hearing, and I cail 
" that God that cannot be deceived to bear Witnefs to the Truth of what I fay. When you 
•* (fpeaking to Herod) were upon a vifit to Pheroras in his Sicknefs, and weeping over 
•* him, my Hulband called me to him. See, my dear Wife, fays lie, how much I have beca 
** miflakenin my Opinion of my Brother's Kindnefs to me; for in plain Terms, I. hated 
*' him, and meditatq^ the Death of this Man, that fliews fo generous a Pity for me in my 
*' Diftrefs (though yet among the Living); but I have the jufl: reward of my Iniquiry. 
*' And now fetch me immediately the Remainder of the Poilbn that Antipater gave you 
'« to keep, and burn it before my Face: I fliall carry the Vengeance of a troubled Con- 
" fcicnce into the other World elfe. I brought it as I was bid, and threw the greater 
«* Part of the Poifon into the Fire before his Eyes: The reft I referved for a Tirrie of 
«• Need in Gafe of the worft." With thefe Words, flic produced a Box, with a little 
of the Poifon in it. The Brother and the Mother of Antiphilus were then put to the 
Queftion: And their Information was, •* that Antiphilus brought that Box out of &^ 
•* gypt; and that he received the Poifon itfclf from a Brother of his at Alexarfdrton, 
'* that pradifed Phyfic." It looked as if the very Ghofts of Alexander and Arifloba- 
lus had been every where at Work to make Difcoverics, and to draw Proofs from the 
moft unlucky Perfons and Circumftances. It was now evident that Mariamne, the 
Daughter of the High-Prieft, had a Hand in the Plot; as was made appear by her 
Brothers upon the Queftion: But Herod punifticd the Mother in the Son;, for he 
ftruck Herod, the Son of Mariamne, out of his Will, having formerly declared him 
in his Tcftamcnt the Succeflor of Antipater. 



CHAP. XX. 

Bathyllus, a Jiahbing W'ttnefs againjl Antipater: A Counterfeit of Letters y 
and a notoriom Hypocrite. Pheroras V Death ftartles htm. He goes his 
Way to Sebaftc, •where^ to his Wonder ^ no Body owns him. He addrej- 
fes htmjelf to his Father ^ "who bids f/tm prepare for his Trial next Day. 
The Court mc€ts\ and the Witnejfes are produced. A plaufib\e Difcourje 
of Herod i to Varus. Nicolaus enters upon the T roofs. Ant pater j De- 
fence* Nicolaus yi&tfr/> iipm hinn. The Evidences of tkcToifon brought in 

Order. 
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Oraer. Ancipatcr In aTht with Acme agawft Salome. A Rtfohition taken 
to put Antipater to Death ; but ^^x(^5 fatlingjick prevents Execution. 
Herod Jifikes Antipater out of his Willy and puts Antipas in his Tlace ; 
and Jetties his Legacies. 

' ■ ^ H E laft and the ftabhiOfg Wilncfs, in Confirmation o( all the reft, was Ba- 
Jl thyllus, one of Antipaier's Frcenoen,- that was jull now come back from Rome, 
and brought with him a fupplemental Poifon; that is to fay, the Poifon of an Afp and 
of other Serpents, for Pheroras and his Wife to finifl^ the Work withal, if the other 
fhould fail; bcfide another Invention, over and above ; which was, the counterrciting 
of fcvcral Letters againft the Brothers, which were of Antipater's Compofition.. 

Archelaus and Philip were at that Time at Rome,, in the Courfe of their Studies. 
They were now grown up, and young Men of great Hope and Courage; and to all 
that, the Sons of the King, and fp dangerous a Rub in the Way of Antipattr, that 
he had little Hope of gaining his Point, unlefs he could get them removed: And in 
order to that End, he got Letters forged againft them io the Name of feveral of his 
Friends then living at Rome; fomc of them altogether upon the Subjcil of their irre- 
vcrend Difcourfcs upon their Father; openly and violently exclaiming againft the 
Death of Alexander and Ariftobulus; taking it very ill that they ftiould be now fcnt 
for away (as their Father had ordered them to return:) And this was the Thing that 
troubled Antipater more than all the reft. Nay, Antipater was in a Pradlice of For- 
gery, ajjd fecret Intelligence, even before he left Judaea, and procured Letters from 
Ruiiie to Herod upoa the fame Subjed; while he himfelf for the avoiding of Sufpi* 
cion, applied himiclf to his Father as a kind of Advocate for hi« Brothers. '^ He 
•• hoped they were not fo bad, he faid; fome Things might be falfe, and others 
*' might have more of Heat and Ralhntfs in them than. of Malice/* It was a vaft 
Expence he was at all this while upon his Intelligencers, toward the Deftrudtion of 
his Brothers: And to confound the Account, he bought a great many rich Garments,. 
Carpets, Gold and Silver Plate, and feveral other Curiofitics of great Price, to the 
Value of two hundred Talents, upon the whole, which he placed to the Account of 
the Suit they had w'th Syllaeus, as a Blind to the Subornation. 

Thus it went, but the greater Evil fwallowed upthelefs: For when the whole 
Country rung of the Parricide^ and all Letters and Witncflcs agreed in the Proof and 
Dc^eftation of a repeated Defign upon the Lives of the Brothers, there was not fo. 
much as one Word mentioned upon the Road out of Judaea, of the prefcnt State of 
Herod's Family; though it was aow full feyen Months betwixt the Proof of the Fa<3: 
and Antipater's Return. But all the World hated him, or who knQ\^Si but it might 
br a peculiar Providence that ftopped Pcoplc^s Mouths, that would otherwifc h*ve been 
blcibbin;;, in order to the Execution of a divine Vengeance upon fo many horrid Murders? 

Antipater wrote Herod Word now, that he was juft entering upon hrs Journey, dnd 
bow honourably Csefar had treated him, and dii'mifftd him. But the King WjIs ftill*ia 
Pdin till he had him fare; fo that for fear of having him divcired by any Precaution, 
he wrote him the kindtft Letters, in Pretence, imaginable; and, ia a familiar Way^ 
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defired him to be with him as foon as podible : For if he made hafte, he might com* 
pound for his Mother's Fault ; whom Antipater knew to be baniflied already. The 
firft Notice he had of the Death of Pheroras was by a Letter he received at Tarentnm; 
which wounded him to the very Heart. Some looked upon it as a Matter of Decency 
and Good-nature in fo near a Relation, but others again imputed this Excels of Sor- 
row, not fo much for his Tendernefs to Pheroras, as for the Lofs of a wicked andlfo 
necefTary an Inftrument, and for the Difappointment of the Plot : - Befide that he was 
in fome Apprehenfion too of being detected in what he had done, and for fear the 
Story of the Poifon (hould come out. Upon his coming into Cilicia, he received his 
Father's Letter above mentioned ; and then haftened away prefently. 

At his coming to Celendris, he had a kind of fuperflitious Foreboding apon him : 
And, in particular, his Mother's Condition ran mightily in his Head. The wifer and 
the more cautious Part of his Friends were abfolutely againft going to his Father, 
till he were certainly informed upon what Pretence his Mother was turned away, for 
fear he himfelf fliould come to be involved in his Mother's Crime. But the £hort* 
lighted People about him, that were altogether for being at Home again, without any 
Regard to Antipater's Intereft, were abfolutely for making what hafte they could, 
for fear his Delay might make him fufpedted, and fuggeft Matter for Calumny to 
work upon. For if any Thing (hould be moved againft him, it would be done in his 
Abfence; and naMan would dare to open his Mouth againft him, if he were upon 
the Place. Befide that it would be a Madnefs to hazard a certain Advantage upon a 
wild Fancy : Whereas he was rather immediately to poft away to his Father^ to be 
within Diftance of receiving a Kingdom that could be no Body's but his. i^tipater 
was over- ruled by the Fatality of an Impulfe, and fo he profecuted his Voyage to Sc- 
bafte, a Port of Casfarea. 

But upon his Arrival, to his great Admiration, the People all avoided him, and not 
a Creature durft come near .him. They hated him as much before, 'tis true; but 
they were not fo much at Liberty to (hew it. Some were afraid of the King ; for all 
the Talk was now of Antipater : and Antipater the only Man all this while that knew 
the leaft of himfelf. Never was any Man more glorious at his going outward for 
Rome, or fo abjed and contemptible as he was upon his Return. He was no Stranger 
to the Broils and Confufions of the Family; but he had the Wit to keep his Fears as 
much as poffible to himfelf, and with a chearful Countenance to cover an aching Heart. 
There was no Poffibility of making an Efcape, or of any other Way of relieving him- 
felf in this Extremity. He had no Certainty of the Affairs of the very Houle ; for 
no Body durft come at him to inform him : So that he had now and then fome Inter- 
vals of Hope, either that Things were not difcovered, or in cafe of the worft, he did 
not defpair of bringing himfelf off by Confidence and Impofture ; which were the 
only two Friends he had to truft to. 

Being thus armed and prepared, he advanced without his Friends into the Palace; for 
his Train was repulfed with Contempt at the firft Gate. It fo fell out that Varus, the 
Governor of Syria, was thcjn prefent. Upon his Entrance, he had the Impudence to 
addrefs himfelf to his Father, as in a Way of Duty and Refpedt: But as he came nearer 
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himy Herod put out his Hand to ftop him, and with a down Look cried out to him. 
What! fays he, (hall a Parricide prefume to embrace me? A Curfe upon the impi- 
ous Soul of thee, for daring to come near me till thou haft cleared thyfelf of all thy 
Crimes! And you have here your judge before you. Varus; who (hall pafs Sentence 
upon you according to your Demerit. Wherefore be gone, and prepare againft to- 
morrow for your Defence; which is all the Time I {hall allow you." Antipatcr ftood 
mute, and without one Word in Return, went his Way back again. His Mother and 
his Wife came to him afterwards, and informed him of the whole Proceeding. This 
brought him to himfelf again, and to confider what he had to fay in his own Juftification. 
Herod, having a Council next Day of his Friends and Relations, called likewife the 
Friends of Antipater to be there prefent; himfelf and Varus fitting Preiident. He 
caufed all the Witneffes to be brought in: Of which Number there were certain Ser- 
vants of Doris, the Mother of Antipatcr, that had been long (ince Prifoners. Thefe 
Servants brought Letters from the Mother to the Son, to this Purpofe. <♦ Your Fa- 
^< ther knows all; and therefore have a Care of coming near him, unlefs you can de- 
«« pend upon Cscfar, for his Protedion, After the introducing of the Witneffes, An- 
tipater entered the Court; and cafting himfelf at the Feet of his Father, '< I befeech 
^* you. Sir, fays he, grant me an impartial Hearing, without prejudging my Caufe,^ 
^' and I make no doubt of clearing myfelf to be an innocent Perfon. 

Herod called out to him aloud to bold his Tongue, and fo directed his Difcourfe to 
Varus. ^* I do certainly know, fays he, that you. Varus, or any other unbiaffbd Judge, 
'' will be fully fatisfied that Antipater deferves to die: But I am afraid, in the mean 
<* Time, what Opinion you may conceive of my invidious Fortune; as if this Calamity 
** were juftly befallen me for being the Father of fuch Children. But I have fome Right 
*« however to your Humanity and Compaffion, for having been fo indulgent a Father to 
** fuch profligate Wretches. As for the young Men that are now dead and gone, I de- 
^^ iigned them for the Government, and trained them up at Rome, in the Court and 
«« Favour of Casfar, the better to prepare them for the Exercife of royal Dignity : And 
^* none at laft fo great Enemies of my Peace and Safety, as thofe that I had raifed ia 
" the World, even to be the Envy of Princes. But Antipater made his Profit of theit 
'< Ruin ; for he found his Account in it, as a Security to himfelf in the Succefflon. And 
^* what is the Hequital now that this Monfter defigns me for all thefe Tenderneflbs,, 
^* but the entering into a Practice againft the Life of his Maker ? I was likely to live 
** too long, bethought: Nay, I had lived too long already; and that was his Grievance. 
•* The Crown s^ne would not content him, it feems, unlefs he made his Way to it 
*♦ through the Blood of his Father.. And in this truly he feemed to have fome Colour 
'< of Reafbn, for my bringing him back to Court out of a private Condition, to the 
'^ £xclufion of the Sons I had by the Queen, in declaring him my Succeflor. 

*« Now to confefs royfclf to you. Varus, I am convinced of my Error. I did not do 
^« well to provoke my Sons by cutting ofF the Succefliun to their Wrong, and in Favour of 
•' Antipatcr: For what did I ever do for them comparable to what I did for him. He 
«• had a great Part of the Adminiftration in his Hands while I was living; and the Sue- 
'^ ceffiun adually fettled upon bim after my Deatli: And befidc other Gratifications, a^ 
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«« fcparatc Revenue of fifty Talents, and his Expences every where upon my Charge: 
** 1 hree hundred Talents upon his Voyage to Rome; and the only Pcrfon of my whole 
*' Family that I recommended to Caelar as my Prcfervcr. Take them all together, they 
«* had not half the Wickednefs in them of Antipater; and the Proofs againfl: them were 
*• infinitely (hort of what I have againft him; and yet this bloody Wretch has the Face 
♦' to plead innocent, and does not defpair, I perceive, of baffling the truth with a. Trick. 
«« Varus, look to yourfclf; for he will tell his Tale well enough; but I know the Beaft 
** through all his Difguifes and Impoftures, and that he is faUe at the Bottom. 

•* This is the Man that was fo earneft with me, in Time paft, to have a Care of Alcx- 
** ander, and how I expofed my Perfon. How often would he come into my Bed- 
** Chamber, and look about, and hunt, for Fear of Treachery ? This Man was my 
^* Guardian, and my Security, while I flept; my Comforter in my Mourning for the 
** dead Brothers; and one that would undertake for the Duty of thofe that were living: 
** My Champion, in fine, and my Guard, When I call to Mind, and confider the Ad- 
•* diefs, and the Hypocrify of this Man, how artificially he laid his Snares, and covered 
** his Defigns; I can hardly think myfelf aliv^^ this Day, or how it was poflible for 
** me to elcape the Noofe. But fince my Fate will it fo, and that my greatcft £nemic*s 
«* are to be thofe of my own Family, and thofe I have been the kindeft: to, I (hall only 
•* deplore the Hardfliip of my inevitable Deftiny, and keep my Sorrows to myielf ; bat 
*^ with this Refolution, that not one Man comes oft that fhall be found guilty of thirft- 
«* ing after my Blood, though the whole Houfe ihould fall in the Condemnation. 

Herod brake ofi^ upon this period in a Confufion of Thought, and gave order toNi- 
colaus, one of his Friends, to enter upon the Proofs. Antipater, that had lain prof- 
trate all this while at Herod's Feet, now raifed his Head, and with a little Exclamation 
addrclTed himfelf to his Father. ** You have had the Goodnefs, Sir, fays he, to plead 
*' my Caufe: For how can I be a Parricide, and yet recorded by yourfclf for your Pre- 
" ftrvcr? If my Piety be only Impofture and Pretence, as you arc pleafed to fay it r?, 
.** how come I to be lb crafty in one Cafe, and fo befotted in another, as not to under- 
" ftand, that though Men may be impofcd upon, yet the all-fcarching and all-feeing 
«* Eye of God, that knows our Hearts, will not fufFcr fo great a Wickednefs to pafe 
" unpurrifhcd! God's Vengeance overtook my Brothers becaufe of their Undutifulnefstu 
** you. But what Temptation had I now to praftifc upon your Life? The Hope of a 
*i Kingdom? Why, I did as good as reign already. Or was it that I thought you hated 
** me? That was impoflible, after fo many Demonftcatiors to the contrary. Was I 
•* afraid of you? When quite on the other hand, others ftood in awe of me, in Confi- 
*' deration of the Zeal I had for your Safety. • Or was it that I wanted any Thing? 
** So far from it, that all my Profufions were fupplied out of your Treafure. . So that 
" certainly I muft be the worft, even of Men, and of Brutes, to be wanting in*good 
" Offices towards fo kind a Father; being a Pcrfon that you yourfelf, as you fay, received 
^* into your Favour, preferred before fo many of your other Sons, and whom you de- 
^* clarcd King while you yourfelf were yet living; befide other Benefits, in Proporti- 
'• on. to make me the Envy of other Men. 

'* Wretch, that I am! And this fatal Journey of mine, to give fo much Time and 

" Matter 
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" Matter for Envy and Treachery to work upon. But it was. Sir, for the Service of 
<« yourfelf, and of your Affairs, that I unchrtook this Voyage; and to keep Syllabus from 
^« putting Affronts upon your old Age. kome is the Witnefs of my Loyalty; and fo 
•« is the Prince of Rome, and of the World, Cafarhimfelf; that as fo often celebrated 
** me for my Reverence to my Father. Be pleafed, I befcech you, to receive thefc 
'* Letters that have more Truth in them than all the Forgeries ih^t have been trumped 
«* up againft me: Thefe Letters are my Juftification, and the infallible Arguments of a 
*• fincere Affedtion for you. You may remember. Sir, how unwillingly I took that 
<« Journey, to lay myfelf at the Mercy of all the Enemies I left behind me. It was 
•♦ your Command, Sir, that ruined me, how unwillingly foever, in forcing me to give 
" my Adverfaries Time for concerting therr Malice againft me. 

«• If I had been a Parricide, Divine Juftice, cither by Sea or Land, would have 
" found me out. But I (hall not lay the Strefs of my Innocence upon that Argument; 
'* for I know very well that, with God's Pcrmiffion, you have condemned me in your 
" Heart already. All that I beg, even in this State, is only that I may not fuffer upon 
'* the Credit of Proofs extorted by Torment: But let me rather be put to the Teft, ei- 
*« thcr of Fire, Screws, or what other Inftruments of Cruelty you (hall think fit, with- 
^* out any Mercy to a miferable Carcafs: For if I am a Parricide, no Pain can be too 
*♦ much for me." Antipater delivered thefe Words with fuch a Paflion of Tears and 
Outcries, that the whole Court, Varus and all, were foftened at it. Herod alone 
was fo tranfported with a Senfe of the Wickednefs, and the Clearncfs of the Evidence, 
that all Antipater's Tears and Ejaculations pafTed with him only for Matters of Courfe. 

This Declamation of Antipatcr's was followed by Nicolaus; who prefaced what he 
liad to fay, with a Difcourfe upon the Craft of Antipater, as the King had ordered; 
which, upon the Main, amounted to a mortal Accufation, without leaving any Hope 
of Mercy. For all the Iniquities of the Kingdom were imputed to Antipater; efpeci- 
ally the Deftrudlion of the Brothers, which was manifedtly the Effcdt of his Calum- 
nies; befides his Practices upon the Survivors, as (landing in the Way of his Prefer- 
ment. And it could not be expefted, that he that could think of poifoning his Father, 
would ever fpare his Brothers. When he came to the Proof of the Poifon, the Evidences 
were produced in Order; with Aggravations upon the Crime of Pheroras, and Aiitipa- 
ter all this vvhile the Promoter of the Wickednefs; the King's heft Friends corrupted, 
and the whole Palace filled with Lewdnefs. This he faid, with a great deal more to 
the fame Purpofe, and lb concluded. 

In the next Place, Varus called upon Antipater to anfwer for himfelf; who faid no 
more than that *'God was Witnefs of his Innocence," and (o laid himfelf down in 
Silence. Varus then called for the Poifon, and gave a draur;ht of it to a condemned 
Pcrfon, vl^ho died immediately. He had afterward fome private Difcourfe with He- 
rod, tranfmittcd the Proceeding to Caefar, and fo departed the next Day. The King 
kept Antipater in Chains, and gave Caslar an Account of the Profccution. 

Antipater was charged, after this, with a treacherous Defipjn upon Salome : For a 
Servant of Antiphilus, at his Return from Rome, brought the King a Letter from one 
Acme that \vtttcd upon the Emprefs; wherein (he gave him to underiland that find- 
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ing fcvcral Letters from Salome to Julia, among her Miftrcfs's Papers, ihc thought it 
might be a good Oflice privately to fend him the Papers. Now thcfc Letters were 
fluffed with the moH: virulent Scandals and Reproaches upon her King, that could be 
invented, and all of Antipater's Contrivance; and Acme only employed as an Inftrument, 
for a Sum of Money, to convey them to Herod. And the Thing was made yet more 
evident, by another Letter to Antipater from the fame Woman, in thcfe very Words; 
•• I have written to your Father, according to your Diredlion; and I have likewife fcnt 
" him other Letters. You may depend upon it, that the King will never forgive his 
*• Sifter after the reading of them. Pray take Care, when I have done my Part, that 
*♦ you do not forget your Promife." 

Upon the detedting of this Forgery, and other Subordinations againft Salome, He- 
rod grew extremely fad and penfive, to think how narrowly Salome had efcaped the 
Snare of Antipater: And it would not out of his Head, but that Alexander himfelf, 
for ought he know, might be taken off too by fuch another Impollurc: So (bat he 
took up a peremptory Refolution, without any more Delay, to do j'lfttce upon Anti- 
pater in the Name of the whole Family. But in this very Nick of Time, Herod was 
diverted by a fudden Fit of Sicknefs from the Execution of it. He fent Csfar, how- 
ever, an Account of Acme's Part in the Intrigue, and the treacherous Pradices againft 
Salome. He altered his Will upon it, ftruck Antipater out of it, and fubftitutcd 
Antipas, in his Place, taking no Notice of Archelaus and Phillip, though the elder 
Brothers, upon the Suggeftions of Antipater. He bequeathed to Caefar, befide other 
Confiderations in Money by-the-by, a thoufand Talents; and to the Emprefs, her Sons, 
Friends, and Freemen, about fifty Talents more, with Lands and coniiderable Boun- 
ties to others. He gave alfo to his Sifter Salome Legacies to a mighty Value. 
Thus was all fettled accordingly by his laft Will. 



CHAP. XXI. 

Herod's Mifery, both in Body and Mind. A Tumult about Herod's Golden 
Eagle; Judas <«W Matthias the Heads of it. Upon a Report of Herod j 
being given over^ the Rabble cut the Eagle to ^Pieces. The Guards majler 
the FaBion'y and the Teople reafon the Cafe ivith Herod. The two Ring- 
leaders are put to Death. Herod worje and ivorfey and attempts a Vio- 
lence upon himfelf Antipater put to Death by Herod'x Order. Arche- 
laus declared SucceJJor inftead of Antipas. The Death of Herod, yl 
bloody Order difappointed.-Httbt^LS JVill read. Archelaus received as 
SucceJJor to Herod with Acclamations. The Funeral Solemnity. 

EROD, betwixt Age, ^icknefs, and Grief, grew ev^ry Day weaker and weaker. 
He was now threefcore and ten, and fo ioconfolably aiHidled about the Death of 

his 
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his Sons, that in his beft Health he had no Joy even in Life itfelf. He was at this Time 
very ill; but the Thought of Aniipater's being ftijj alive, was yet the moft fenfible Part 
of his Trouble : For his Head ran upon nothing fo n)uch as the Appointment of Anii- 
pater's Execution, fofoon as ever he (hould find hitnrclf in Condition to order it. 

Upon the Necks of thefc Calanuties, there happened a new Broil upon a popular 
Tumult: And the two Heads of it were- Judas the Son of Scphorbeus, and Matthias the 
Son of Margalus; two Sophifts, famous for their Skill in the Laws, and confequen'tly of 
great Reputation among the People. They were mightily followed by the younger Sort, 
and their Lectures daily thronged and crouded with numerous Congregations. When 
thefe Rabbies found the King Janguifliing, betwixt Anguifti of Thought and Diftemper, 
they brake it one to anothec, how jSt a Time that might be to vindicate the Honour of 
God in the demolifhing of all Works whatfoever eredled contrary to^is holy Laws: 
And to take this along with them, that the fetting up of Images in the Temple, or the 
Likenefs of any living Creature, was abfolutely forbidden. Now this was underftood to 
point at the Golden Eagle that Herod had placed upon the great Gate; and fo fet the 
Multitude at Work prefently to pluck it down, as the moft glorious Hazard they could 
run, for their Laws and their Country, even if they (hould die in the Attempt; for 
fuch an End would be followed with everlading Life and Happinefs, and with immor- 
tal Honour: Whereas none but narrow groveling Souls, and pitiful (hort-fighted Crea- 
tures, would rather choofe to die in their Beds of a Difeafe, than fall a Sacrifice to Reli- 
gion and Virtue. While this Humour was a working, came the furprizing News all on 
a fudden, that the King wasjufl upon the Point of Deaih« This made the Rabble 
bolder, and more outrageous than before ; Infomuch that they mounted the Temple at 
Noon- day J and letting down themfelves with Ropes and Axes, cut the Golden Eagle 
to Pieces ; a huge Multitude of People in the Temple looking on. The Captain of the 
Guards had no fooner Notice of this Uproar, but he fell in among them prefently with 
a Party: feized about forty of the forwarded, and carried them away to the King. **Are 
•' you fo infolent, fays Herod, as to break thegolden Eagle?" They told him Yes, they 
had done it. •' By what Order, fays Herod again?" By the Laws of our own Country, 
they cried. " Well! fays he, and what makes you fo chearful now when you are fure 
" to die?" We are chearful, laid they, ia the Aflurance of a better Life after this- 
The King was fo moved at this Behaviour, that his Anger put new Life into him, and 
made him in fome Meafurc forget his Difeafe. He called them over and over facriligeons 
and feditious Mifcreants, under a Colour of Law to att'^mpt the over- turning of the 
Government ! But, fays he, like a Company of wicked Creatures you have behaved 
yourfelves, and like fuch you (hall be punirfied. The People were afraid the Severity 
might go too far; and therefore made it their requeft to Herod, that he would content 
himfelt with Juftice upon the Ring-leaders and tlie Prifoncrs, and fticw Mercy to the 
reft. The King was at laft prevailed upon, and ordered thofc that came down by the 
Ropes, and the two Heads of the Fadion, to be burnt alive: And thoft ^at were 
taken together, to have their Heads (Iruck off by the common Hangman. 

Herod by this Time was all over in Pain from Head to Foot: A violent Fever; an 
intolerable Itching all over his Body, Gripes of the Chcjjic; dropfical Humours; windy 
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84 The WARS of the JEWS. Bookl. 

Pains in his Stomach; his private Parts putrified, and crawling with Worms; Difficulty 
of Breathing; broken Sighs; Contradtion of the Nerves and Convulfions all over. Some 
were fuperftitious enough to make this Calamity a judgment upon him, in Revenge for 
the two Rdbbies: But yet notwithftanding all the forments and Difeafes he had to ftrug- 
gle with, he was ftill lb delirous ot Life, that in this very Extremity he fought for new 
Renjcdies, and cheri(hed feme Hope yet of his Recovery. He croflcd the Jordan, and 
tried the warm Baths of Callirrhoe that run into the Lake Afphaltitis; a Water not 
only medicinal, but plcafant to the Talle. His Phylicians then advil'ed him to a Bath ef 
warm Oil ; but upon dipping into the Veflcl, he loft his Senfes, and his Eyes were fet 
in his H-ad. This laft Fit was fo ghaftly, that his keepers brake all out into a Clamour 
at the Fright; fo that the very Outcry brought him a little to himfelf again. Euc at 
laft when he faijpd that there was no hope, he ordered the Soldiers fifty Drachma's a 
Man, and Money to a great Value to be divided betwixt his Governors and his Friends. 

When he came back to Jericho, and found his Cafe defperate, he did in a Manner 
threaten Death itlelf by one of the moft dreadful Refolutions that ever was heard of; 
the raging Violence of his Choler having put him direfty into a Flame. He fcnt out 
an Order quite through Judaja, for the feizing of all the Nobility, and fhutting them 
up in the Circus, or Flippodrome. Upon this, he fpeak to Salome, and her Hufband 
Alexas; *' I know very well, fays he, that the Jews will make Holiday on the Day 
" of my Death ; but I ftiall take care not to want Mourners, or a fplendid Pomp of 
" Funeral Solemnities, if you two will but follow my Diredtion. Let it be your Care 
" then, fo foon as ever the Breath is out of my Body, to fee Soldiers turned loofe upon 
*' the Perfons in the Circus, and put every Man of them to the Sword. Now this 
*' will be a certain Way to make the whole Province of Judsea, and every particular Fa- 
** mily in it, true Mourners for my Death." 

Juft upon the Dlfpatch of this Order, Herod's Deputies brought him Letters from 
Rome, that Casfar had ordered Acme, the Servant of Julia, to be put to Death ; and 
that Antipater was alfo condemned to die : But the Letters faid withal, that if his Fa- 
ther ftiould think fit to content himfelf with Banilhment, Cacfar would not be againft 
it. Herod for the prefent, was fomewhat relieved by this Meflage : but then rclapfing 
into his Pains, (as he was at that Time afflidlrd with a tearing Cough,) he had fome 
Thought of laying violent Hands upon himkif : And fo took an Apple, and called for 
a Knife, as if he had been only to cut or to pare it. After he had looked a little about 
him for fear of being taken notice of, he raifed his Hand with the Aftion of a Man 
about to ftab himfelf: But his Nephew Achiab perceiving it, ran up to him, and catch- 
ing hold of him, prevented the Mifchief. 

There v/as prefently, upon this, a Hubbub raifed in the Place, on a Report that the 
King was dead. Antipater was overjoyed at the Hearing of it, and had the Confidence 
''to treat wj|th his Keepers for a Sum of Money to let him go; but the Head Officer 
did not:^wy refufe to comply with the Propofal, but went in that Inftant to the King 
with the Story: V/ho, upon the hearing of it, burft out into an Exclamation ftronger 
than one v/culd have expe^ed from a Man in his Condition : And thereupon ordered 
V > his 
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his Guards to go out that Moment, and difpatch him, and to fee his Body depofitcd in 
the Caftle of Hyrcanion. Upon this he altered his Teftamcnt once more, and declared 
the eldeft Brother Archclaus his Succeflbr in the Place of Antipas, and made Antipas a 
Tetrarch. 

The Father died five Days after the Son, thirty-four Years from the Death of Anti- 
gonus, and thirty- feven Years after he uas declared King by the Romans. He was a 
fortunate Man as ever lived, faving the Troubles in his own Family. He was advanced 
to the Crown out of a private State. He kept it a long Time, and at laft left it to 
his Sons. • ' ''^" 

The Soldiers knew nothing as yet of the King's Death: >So that Salome went before- 
hand with her Hulband to the Hippodrome, and ordered all the Peode to be fet at 
Libcfrty that were (hut up there (though appointed for Death;) and ever^Man difmilfed 
to his own Home. This was upon a Pretence that Herod had changed his Mind : So 
foon as the Company was gone. Publication was made of the King's Death to the Sol- 
diery : Who bciii^ taen drawn together into a Body at the Amphitheatre of Jericho : 
Ptolemy, the Keeper of the R^yal Signet, entertained them with a Speech in Honour of 
the deceafed ; \Vhom he celebrated for a fortunate Prince, condoling at the fame Time 
with the People for fo fenfible a Lofs. After this he read over a Letter to them that 
Herod had left for the Soldiers, beiffg a paflionate Recommendation of his Succtlfor to 
the Tendernels and Good-will of the People. After this Letter, he read the Will : 
Wherein Philip W4S declared Heir of Trachon, and the Neighbourhood to it : Antipas, 
Tetrarch, (as I faid before) and Archelaus to inherit the Kingdom^ Herod gave Order 
for the Delivery of his Ring alfo to Caefar ; and to prefent him with the Knowledge of 
the whole Matter : For there was nothing to be done, difpofcd of, or confirmed, but by 
Caefar's Authority and Dire<fiion : And for the reft, the former Teftament to ftand as it 
was. 

This was followed by an unanimous Shout of Gratulations and Acclamatipns, with a 
Long live Archelaus* Both Soldiers and People prclling in with their good Wiflies and 
Pr^iyers. The next Work was to be the interring of the Body : Wherein Archelaus 
fpared neither for Coft nor Care j and all the Enfigns of Royalty were made ufe of for 
the Pomp and Ornament of the Funeral The Hearfe was covered all over with an Em- 
broidery of Gold and precious Stones, and an Intermixture of Purple : And upon this 
was the Body laid, and covered with Purple too : A Diadem upon the Head : A Crown 
of Gold over that: A Scepter in his Right-hand, and his Children and near Relations 
round about htm : The Guards and the Thracian Troops, Germans, and Gauls^' marched 
at the Head of this Solemnity; in a Form and Order of Battle. All the reft of the 
Troops following their Leaders alfo in very good Ordep. And now to clofe up the Pomp ; 
five hundred Ofiicers, Domeftics, and Freemen, brought up the Train. The Body w.is 
carried 200 Stadia to the Caftle of Herodian ; where it was buried according to the King's 
Mandate. And this was the End of Herod. 
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BOOK II. 

From the Death o/' Herod, //// Vefpafian -was fent to fabdiie the ]c\i% by 
Nero ; containing the interval of 69 Tears. 



y C H A P. I. 

The Ceremony of Mourning and Feafting. The new Kings gracious Decla- 
ration to his Teop/e. The Multitude clamourous upon the SuhjeB of 
Grievances. An Uproar Utile Jhort of a Rebellion. The Guar dsworflti% 
till the /Irmyfell in -with the -whole Body. Archelaus takes Shipping for 
Rome, and Phillip a8s in his j^bfcnce. Sabinus advances to Cadfarea 
in his IVay for Judaea. Varus puts a Stop to his Journey. Sabinus 
goes to Jciufalem, and demands ToJfeJJion of fome Cajiles and Monies. 
'I he Officers civilly refufe him. Antipas Jet up againft Archelaus. Sa- 
binus and Salome bring in a Charge againft him. Archelaus' Defence, 
Cicfar hears both Sides, and proceeds to a Trial. Antipater opens the 
Cafe «^a/«/? Archelaus. Nicolausyor the Defendant: Archelaus ^rtf- 

cioujly received by Cxfar, a7id Jo the Court is adjourned. -. 

THE 



BookIL The W A R S of the J E W S. 87 

^3e^3Hi[^HE Neceffity of Archelaus's going to Rome upon the Death of Herod 
It ^ proved the Occafion of new Troubles. For after the Ceremony of the 

Up '^ W ^^^^^ Days Mourning was over, and the People magnificently feafted, a 
J>p»,jg^>gfc,<(W Cuftom among the Jews that ruins many a Man with the Expence, for 
(3HQHC)i^ fear of being thought impious in the Negleft; Archelaus, I fay, after 
this Solemnity advanced all in White up to the Temple; where the People joyed him 
with large Expreflions of Reverence and Refped : And he himfelf from a ftately Tri- 
bunal, and his Throne of Gold, (hewed as much Grace and Humanity to the People, 

He gave them Thanks for the Care they had taken of his Father's Funeral, and 
for the Royal Honours they had now paid to himfelf, as to an anointed King. *' But 
** yet, fays he, till Caefar, the declared Lord and Mafter of all, Ihall have confirmed 
*' the Succeflion, I (hall not intitle myfelf fo mach as to the Name, ancf much lefs to 
** the Power and Authority of a King. This was it, that when the Army would have 
'* fet the Crown upon my Head at Jericho, made me refufe it at their Hands: 
** Though, fays he, I fhall never forget the Kindncfs and the hearty good Will, both 
** of the Soldiers, and of the People, whenever I ftiall come to be poflefled of regal 
" Power from him that hath a Right to confer it : And let them depend upon it^ fays 
«* he, that they (hall find me upon all Occafions readier to oblige them than ever 
** they found my Father." 

The Multitude was migbtily pleafed with this Declaration, and in the fame Inftant 
put him to fome fort of Trial how far he would be as good as his Word, They 
plied him with fcveral Petitions : Some to have their Taxes eafed ; others to have them 
wholly taken off; and fome again for a Difcharge of Prifoners : But upon the whole 
matter, Archelaus denied them nothing. This being over, he lacrificed and feafled 
with his Friends. 

A little after Noon, there were gotten together a Rabble of Malecontents; and not. 
one Word more upon the Subjeft of the common Mourning for the Death i^ the King: 
But they began now to open upon the Peoples Grievances. ** It was hard,'^hey faid, 
** for Herod to put People to Death for cutting down the Golden Eagle from the Gate 
** of the Temple;" and this was not a Difcontent in Secret neither; but what with beat- 
ing of Brcafts, Lamentations, and impetuous Outcries for the Lofs of fo many good 
Men that eftedtually died Martyrs for the Religion and Laws of their Country, the 
whole City rang of the Clamour. " We demand Juftice, they cried, upon Herod's 
** Mercenaries, the accurfed Inrtruments that executed his Wickednefs. Wherefore, 
«• in the firft Place, let Herod's Hi^h-prieft be turned out, and a Man of more Piety 
«« and Integrity put in his Place." 

Archelaus was tranfportcd at this to the uttermort- Degree of Indignation; but being 
in Hafte upon his Journey, he was not at Leifure then to wait for a Revenge: So that 
for Fear of lofing his Opportunity one Way, and leaving, a Tumnlt behind him the 
other, he thought it more advifable to deal with them by Admonition and fair Words,, 
than by Violence. Upon this, he fent his Mailer of the Horfe to defire them to be 
quiet; but the Heads of the Sedition, fo foon as ever he came up to the Temple, fell to 
pelting him with. Stones, without hearing him fpeak one Word* Archelaus fcnf, after 
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l)iin, feveral other Meflengers upon the fame Errand, and thcf^all fared alike: In(b« 
inuch that they wanted but Number to make it a downright Rebellion. 

The Feaft of unleavened Bread was now at Hand ; the Jews call it their Paflbver. 
This Feftival gave an Occafion for Sacrifices in Abundance, and brought a World of 
People up to the City upon the Account of Religion : Divers of the FadlLon of the 
two Sophifts among the reft, who came thither to lament the Death of thoie preten- 
ded Patriots, there ftood their Ground, waiting for Matter to inflame their Party, and 
would not be got out of the Temple. 

Archelans had the Forefight to fend a^Band of Soldiers and a Tribune, with Orders 
to feize their Principals, if they fliould be troublefome : And this he did to obviate 
the Danger of a general Tumult. The Multitude made Head againft this Part : Some 
they killed with Stones, and the Tribune himfelf came off forely wounded ; the Mu- 
tineers going ns innocently back again to their D^'votions, as if nothing, had been 
done. Archtlaus finding to his Coft that this Tumult was not to becompo/ed without 
Blood, turned the whole Army loofe upon them ; the Foot in the City, and the Horfe 
before the Walls. The Foot fell upon them, even in the Adt of Sacrificing-, and 
killed near three thoufand of their Men at the very Altar. The Remainder fled to 
the Mountains; and Archetaus caufing Proclamation to be made for all People to 
depart to their own Homes, put an End to the Feftival. 

This Sedition being fupprclTed, Archelaus with his Mother and his three Particular 
Friends, Poplas, Ptolemy, and Nicolaus, took dripping together for Rome ; leaving 
Philip behind him, both as his Viceroy, and as a Truftee to manage his particular 
Eftate. Salome with her Children went along with him, together with the Sons of 
the King's Brothers, and others of the Kindred, under a Pretext of affifting Archelaus 
toward the gaining of the Surccfilon : But upon the Truth of the Matter, iheir Bufi- 
neis was to call him to an Account for the V^iolation of the holy Temple. 

As they were upon the Way, they met with Sabinus the Governor of Syria, at 
Cafarea, 'who was then going into Judjea, to take Poffcflion of the Monies that He- 
rod had left behind him ; but Varus, at the Inftance of Archelaus, and upon the 
Mediation of Ptolemy, put a ftop to his journey : So that Sabinus, for Varus's Sake, 
neither meddled with the Caftles, nor with the Money, to the Prejudice of Archelaus; 
and PaiTed his Promife, that he would do nothing in it, but with Casfar's Approbation; 
and upon that Account ftaid at Ci^farea. But yet fo Toon as Varus was gone for An- 
tioch, and Archelaus for Rome, Sabinus upon the removing of thefe Obftacles, took 
his Time to go to Jerufalem, where he lodged himfelf in the Palace, and fent from 
thence to the Governors of the Caftles, and the Othcers of the Treafury, to put the 
one into his Hands, and to give him an Account of the other. But the Officers 
were fo juft to the Orders and Inftruftions of Archelaus, that they kept Touch with 
him to a Tittle, and put off S.ioinus with this Anfwer, That they were Casfar's Offi- 
cers, not Archelaus's. Antipus, at the fame Time, put in for the Kingdom too; 
infifting upon it, that the former Tcftament was the better Will of the two; and 
the Succeffion in that Teftamcnt was fettled upon Antipas : And he was furc to have 
the Intereft of Salome and others of their Relations that failed with Archelaus, toward 

the 
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the fupporting of that Pretence. He carried his Mother with him, and Ptolemy, the 
Brother of Nicolaus, and a tried Friend of Herod's, which went a great Way in that 
Cafe; for there were no two men dearer than they : Bat the Perfon that he chiefly de- 
pended upon was Irenasus, a (harp Man, and an excellent Orator. Antipas reckoned him- 
felf fo fure in the Strength of thefe Seconds, that whoever advifed him to any Sort of 
Deference, either to the Seniority of Archelaus, or to the Authority of his Father in 
his fecond Teftament, he would fcarce afford him the Hearing. When they came to 
Rome all the Enemies of Archelaus were furc to join with Antipas : Thofe efpecially 
that had a Mind to (hake off the Yoke of Government, or at leaft to be under a Roman 
Magiftracy; and in Cafe they could not obtain-.that, they would have Antipas for their 
King. 

Antipas laid a great Strefs alfo upon the Help of Sabinus; who had already exhibited 
an Accufation againft Archelaus, by Letters to Caefar; with a Charafter on the other 
Hand, much to the Advantage of Antipas. Salome and her Companions ftated the 
very Cafe of the Charge againft Archelaus, and prefented it to Ca^far; while Arche- 
laus did as much, on the other Side, for himfclf, in a Memorial under feveral Heads 
for his own Juftification : Befidc his Father's Seal-Ring, and an Account of what 
Treafure he left behind him; which was all tranfmitted to Caefar by the Hand of Pto- 
lemy. Caefar computing with himfelf what he had heard on both Sides; confidering 
alfo the Greatnefs of the Kingdom, and the Variety of large Revenues; the numerous 
Family of Herod, together with the Letters of Varus and Sabinus, called the Ro- 
man Nobility to meet in Council ; where Caius Ca^far, the Son of Agrippa and his 
Daughter Julia, was the firft Time commanded to take his Place at the Board : And 
fo they proceeded to the Trial. 

Antipater, the Son of Salome, (a nimble Orator, and a bitter Enemy to Archelau^^) 
opened the Caufe, fuggefting, in the firft Place, ** That Archelaus had long fincc cxer- 
*« cifed fovereign Authority in Effedt, and that it was now but Matter of Form to con- 
«* tend about the Name. For what fignifies a Hearing before Ca^far, to him that has 
^* already rcfufed him for a Judge ? For Herod was no fooner dead, but People were 
<« immediately engaged, and fuborned to fet the Crown upon his Head : While he 
<* himfclf did not only fit like a King in a royal State and upon a golden Throne, but 
** a<fted like one too; as in changing the Order of the Militia; difpofing of Charges; 
" receiving and granting Petitions; exercifing the Power of Life and Death in public 
«« Crimes; fetting his Father's Prifoners at Liberty, &c. which are all regal Privileges. 
«« Now for this Perfon that has already engrofled to himfclf the Powers and Enfigns 
" of Royalty, to come to Caefar only for the Title of it, makes Auguftus but a Shadow 
" of a' Prince, and a King in Sound, not in JLfFcft. 

** And then farther, fays Antipater, what is all the Clutter Archelaus makes, with 
** the Solemnity of his mourning Weeds, and his four Faces, for his dead Father, 
** more than a Part in a Play? He looks forrowfully all Day, and then fits up fuddling 
*• and feafting, and making merry all Night. And what was it at laft, but the De- 
«« teftation the People had for this Hypocrify, that raifed the late Sedition ! But the 
*• main Strefs of the Charge was yet to come ; which was, an horrible Slaugh.er about 
Numb. 6. N " the 
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" the Temple. It was a fcAival Day ; the People gathered together to worfliip, and 
•• pay their Devotions, and they themfelves were made the Sacrifice. Their Throats, 
in Ihort, were cut, and fuch Heaps of dead Bodies piled up in the Temple, as in 
the moft implacable and mcrcilefs of foreign Wars was hardly ever heard of. Now 
Herod was fo well acquainted with the Cruelty of this Man's Nature, that it was 
almoft impoflible for him ever to give him the Icaft Hope of a Crown, fo long as he 
was in his right Senfes. And that, alas ! was the King's Cafe in the latter Tefta- 
ment : His Mind was more out of Order than his Body; and he did not know what 
he did, B«tfide, that alter all this, there was no Difability or Defeat charged upon An- 
tipas the Succeffor by the former Will ; but People gave him the Chara^er of a 
Prince very well qualified for the royal Fundtion. Or what if it (houtd be fuppofed 
now, that Herod was, m Truth, found and in his right Senfes ? Archelaus has as 
" good as abdicated the royal Dignity by afting againft the Laws of the Conftitution. 
** What Havock would this young Man make now, if he had Ca^far's Authority to 
" cov;:r him in his Cruelties, that does all this upon his own Account without any 
'* Power at all ?" 

Antipater fpake abundantly to this EfFcft, and a great many near Relations of Arche- 
laus gave Evidence againd him to the feveral Points, When An tip iter had now 
finished his Plea for the Plaintiff, up flood Nicolaus for the Defendant : Who, in the 
firft Place made it appear, ** that the Slaughter committed in the Temple was not only 
<* of abfolute Neceffity, but the People that were killed were Cafar's Enemies." He 
(hewed likewife, •* that for the other pretended Crimes, the prefent Oppofers of Arcbe- 
'* laus were themfelves the Advifers of them." As to the Validity of the fecond Tcfta- 
ment, he argued, ** that it ought to ftand, in regard that Herod had at that Time the 
«• Confideration and Refpedl to refer the Confirmation of it to Caefar. Now he that 
'« had the Judgment to know the right Lord and Mafter, had certainly Senfe enough 
«' to appoint the right Heir.'* 

With thefe Words Nicolaus concluded his Argument, and Archelaus then ftepped 
out on a fudden, and caft himfelf at Caefar's Feet; who took him pfefently up again 
with fo Angular a Grace of Benignity and Refpedt, that he gave to underftand by it, he 
thought him worthy to fucceed his Father ; but no pofitive Refolution was taken at 
that Time, 

This being done Caefar difmifled the Council for that Day, and entered into a De- 
liberation with hi^ Friends what was to be done in the Cafe : Whether to choofe any 
of thofe that were in the Will, for a Sncceflbr, or to make an equal Partition of the 
Principality among the whole Family : For they were numerous, and it would re<|uire 
a great Expence to maintain them all wiui Honour. 
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CHAP. IT. 

T7je Death ^Malthace the Mother ©/^ Archelaus. The Jews in an Uproar. 
Sabinus inflames the parrel. The Feaft o/'Pentccoft. T})e Tcople come 
flocking up to it from aU^iarters. The Manner of the Jews drawing up. 
Sabinus prejfes Varus for Relief j and takes SanBuary in the Tower of 
Phafael. An AJfault ^iven to the Temple^ and a bloody Fight upon it. The 
Jews gall the Komans from the Galleries above. The Romans y?/ Fire to 
the Galleries^ with a great Slaughter. The Soldiers pillage the holy Trea* 
fure. The ]QiWsfummon the Talace^ and ft down before it. They offer 
Sabinus Conditions^ which he refufes for fear of a Snare. Rufus and 
Gracus two eminent Officers. Judaea all over in FraBions and Broils. The 
TPerfon and Exploits of Judas the Son of Hezekias the great Robber. Si- 
mon formerly a Servant of Herod's Achronges a Shepherd^ and his four 
Brothers: Men of Ambition and Courage. 

T^EFORE Caefar came to any Refolution upon the Succefliont Makhace, the 
J^ Mother of Archelaus, fickened and died. At this Time there came Letters 
from Varus, out of Syria, of a Revolt among the Jews ; which Varus forefeeiqgp 
went up to jferufalem upon Archelaus's Journey to Rome, to reftrain the Incendiaries^ 
and to keep Things quiet. When he found this would not do, and that the Multitude 
was dill unruly, he quartered one of the three Legions he brought out of Syria^ ia 
the City; and fo went back again to Antioch. 

But when Sabinus came afterward to Jerufalem, he furniflied the Jews with new 
Matter to work upon. For finding himfelf enforced with Varus's Troops^ befide a 
Band of his Domeftics that were all armed, and within Call, to ferve the Turn of 
his Violence and Avarice; his Deiign was to get the Caftles, and Herod's Monies into 
his Hands, by Force and Menace, upon the Governors, and other Officers that had 
them in Charge. It was now the Feaft of Pentecoft, or the fiftieth Day ; fo called 
from the Term of the Revolution after feven Times feven Days. The People gathered 
together in prodigious Number, not . fo much for Religion, as for Spite and Indigna- 
tion,; a World out of Galilee, Idumsea, Jericho, and the Country beyond Jordan, with 
the Inhabitants of Judaea; that for Number and Courage were more coniiderable than 
the reft. They divided into three Bodies, and pitched their Tents in three Quarters : 
One upon the North of the Temple ; another upon the South, toward the HyppO'* 
drome ; and the third to the Weflward of the Palace. So that the Romans were now 
befet. 

Sabinus*s Heart began now to fill him, betwixt the Courage, and the Number of the 
Enemies : So that he preiTed Varus, by one McfTenger upon the Heel of another, to 
bring him Relief immediately, or all would be loft elfe. He (hifts for himfelf^ how* 
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ever, and gets into the Tower of the Caftlc that commands all the reft; which takes 
its Name from Phalacl the Brother of Herod, that was flain by the Parthians. Sa- 
binus, from this Tower, gave a Signal to the Legionaries to break in upon the Enemy: 
But he had not the Heart himfclf to lead on the very Men that he was to command. 
The Romans, according to their Order, made a dcfperate Attempt upon the Temple, 
and it came to a very bloody Fight : But fo long as the Jews had no Help from above, 
either with Darts or Arrows, the Romans, being the better Soldiers, had the Advan* 
tage of the Jews. But when the Jews afterward came to get Poflefiion of the Galle- 
ries, and to gall the Romans from over Head, there were Abundance of them killed, 
and at the fame Time out of Diftance to take their Revenge : But Hand to Hand^ they 
would have been much too hard for them. 

Upon this Pinch, the Romcins put Fire to the Galleries; which, for the Wo rk- 
manfliip. Proportions, and Ornament, were every way incomparable. There were 
Abundance of the Jews that pcriflicd in the Fire: Some cut off by the Enemy upon 
their Fall; others pufticd off from the Battlements; and fome again, in Deipair, chofe 
rather to die by the Sword, than by the Fire, and laid violent Hands upon themfelvcs. 
Thofc that made any Attempt upon the Romans from the Walls, were dcftroyed with- 
out any Difficulty ; 'till at laft, when they were either killed or fcattered, the Soldiers 
made a Booty of the holy Treafure, carrying off four hundred Talents, and leaving the 
Remainder to Sabinus, all but what was carried away by Stealth. 

This lofs of Men and of Treafure brought on an Inforcement of a more dangerous body 
of Jews upon the Romans than the other, both for Valour and Number. They fum- 
moned the Palace, and fct down before it, with a Menace of giving no Quarter unlefs 
they immediately quitted it, and offering Sabinus Liberty to depart with his Legion, 
and what other Troops he had about him, if he thought fit; as there were a great 
many Court- Volunteers ; and three thoufand Men of Sebafte; (the braveft Fellows 
Herod had in his Army.) Thefe were commanded by Rufus and Gratus : Rufus a 
Horfe Officer; Gratus a Foot; both of them Men of Mettle and Condudl, and a con- 
fiderable Advantage to the Parties they fided with, even in their fmgle Perfons. The 
Jews ftiil preffed the Siege, and attempted the Walls of the Caftle; calling out to Sa- 
binus all the while to quit and begone, without oppofing himfelf any longer to the Rc- 
folution they had taken of recovering their Liberties. Sabinus would willingly have 
gone off, if he durft have trufted them; but their Civility looked fo like a Snare, that 
he fufpedled it : And therefore, in the Hope of Relief from Varus, he ftood the Siege, 

Judaia was at that Time all over in Tumults, and Pretenders of all Sorts waiting for 
an Opportunity to break in upon the Government; as there were gotten together a 
Band of two thoufand Veterans in Iduma^a, that had formerly ferved under Herod. 
They were well armed and appointed, and had feveral Encounters with the King's 
Troops, with Achiah, Herod's Kinfman, in particular; who had often to do with them 
upon Sallies out of walled Towns, but in the plain Field he was not able to deal with 
them. 

In Sepphoris of Galilee, there was one Judas, the Son of Hezekias (the famous 
Captain of the Robbers that was formerly taken by Herod.) This Judas had at that 
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Time gathered together a conliderablc Body of Men, forcing the King's Magazines, 
and arming himfelf and his Companions out of thofe Stores, fetting himfclf againfl: all 
Oppofers, and extremely harrafTmg the Country. 

TThere was then alfo on the other Side of the River, one Simon, formerly a Do- 
meftic of Herod's. He was a Man of a huge Size and Stature; a robuft Body; and of 
fo exaft a Symmetry, that nothing could be more graceful in the Proportions of one 
Part to another. He had at his Heels a Parcel of Thieves, and went up and down 
roving with a Crown upon his Head, burning and laying wafte wherever he came, as 
at Jericho, he fct Fire to the King's Palace there, and laid feveral glorious Buildings 
in Aflies round about it : Where, with much Eafe, he made himfelf Mafter of a very 
rich Booty. He was in a fair Way to have gone through with his Work, and made a 
clear Country of it ; if Gratus that commanded the King's Foot had not brought his 
Bowman from Trachon, and a brave Body of Sebaftens, feafonably in to their Relief, 
In fliort, they fought, and Simon was worfted ; a great Part of his Foot cut off, and 
himfelf put to the Rout ; but as he was upon his Flight acrofs a fteep Bottom, Gratus 
gain-coped him, and with a Blow athwart the Neck and Shoulders cut him down. 
This was the End of Simon. But there was another Gang yet of the fame Sort of 
People that were gotten together about Amathus and the Borders of Jordan ; which 
laid all the Palaces in Rubbifh thereabouts. 

There was alfo at that Time a certain Shepherd, whofe Name was Athronges; 
who had the Confidence to fet up for a King. He had a Body to execute any Thing, 
and fo daring a Refolution, that he feared neither Danger nor Death itfelf : So that in 
the Strength of this Impulfe he would run all Hazards. He had for his Seconds four 
Brothers like himfelf, that ferved him for his Officers, both of War and Council. 
They had every Man his Troop, and with thefe Parties he made his Incurfions. When 
he was upon any Bufinefs of Moment, he fat mounted on his Throne, with a Crowa 
upon his Head; pronouncing Judgment, and giving his Orders like a very King in- 
deed. At this Rate the five Brothers went on for fome Time, fpoiling the Country, 
and deftroying whatever flood in their Way : The Romans in the firft Place, and the 
King's Troops ; nay, and the Jews themfelves,' wherever they could make a Booty of 
them. There was a Convoy one Day with Corn and Arms that the Romans were car- 
rying to one of their Legidns. Thefe Freebooters met them by Emmaus, and fought 
them; they killed Arrius the Centurion, and fome forty of his beft Men, and they 
had been all loll, if Gratus with his Sebaftens had not come in the Nick of Time to 
bring them off. This Ravage went on a good while with great Spoil and Havock; and 
nothing came amifs to them, either Natives or Strangers. Bat in the End, three of 
the Brothers were taken; the eldeft, by Archelaus ; and the two next, by Gratus and 
Ptolemy; a fourth rendered himfelf to Arch^dans, upon Conditions. This was the 
End of the Adventure of thefe five Men. But Judsea was at this Time all over-run 
with a pillaging, plundering War, 

CHAP. 
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CHAR III. 

Varus joins nvitb the Romans againft the Jews. Sepphoris burnt to the 
Gf ound. Sappho taken and pillaged. Emmaus laid in ^Jbes. Upon 
the approach of Varus, tfje Jews quit the Sitge in a Confufiou. The 
Citizens ivajh their Hands of the Sedition^ and compliment Varus int9 
the Town. Near two thmifand of the Ring-leaders crucified. Varus 
difcharges the Arabians for their Misbehaviour. The Qenerojity ff 
Varus towards the Idumncan Jews. 

VARUS being given to underftand from Sabinus and the chief Officers at Jerafa- 
lem, that the Legion there was in Danger to be loft, he haftened away all that 
was poflible to their Succour, and fo marched with the two other Legions he had ua- 
der his Command, and four Wings of Horfe, to Ptolemais; ordering the King's and 
the Prince's Auxiliaries to join him there at the Rendezvous. The People of Berytos 
brought him an Inforcement of fifteen hundred Men well armed, in his Paflage. Upon 
his coming to Ptolemais, Aretas the King of Arabia (being a bitter Enemy of Herod's) 
joined him with a confiderable Body of Horfe and Foot. When he had drawn up his 
Troops near Ptolemais, he fcnt Part of his Army into Galilee, under the Command of 
his Friend Callus ; who foon after encountered a Party, aiid gave them a total Rout; 
entered the City of Sepphoris, burnt it to the Ground, and made all the Inhabitants 
Slaves. 

Varus carried his Army after this into Samafia; but fparcd the City, becaufe they 
had not intermeddled inlthe Revolt. He encamped at Arus, a Village belonging to Pto- 
lemy; which the Arabians deftroyed for no other Reafon but that he, was a Friend to 
Herod: The Army advanced next to Sappho, a ftrong Place; which they took, rifled, 
and pillaged. The Arabians carried all before them with Fire and Sword : Emmaus 
was abandoned, and that they burnt by the Command of Varus, in Revenge for the 
Death of Arius and his Companions. 

He advanced from hence with his Army to Jerufalem ; where the Jews quitted the 
Siege upon the very Tidings of his Approach. Some (hifted away into the Fields and 
the Woods; but the Citizens, on the contrary, carried it fair, and welcomed him into 
the Ibwn. They had nothing to do, they faid, in the Sedition, but laid the Blame 
upon others; and they were fo far from joining with the Mutineers, that they were as 
much blocked up in the Town themfelves as the Romans. But it was a great Day^ and 
they could not hinder People from coming into the City. Jofeph the Nephew of Ar* 
chclaus. with Rufus and Gratus, the King's Generals, the Sebaftens, and the Romao 
Soldiers alfo in the military Habit : Thefe, in the firft Place, marched all cot of the 
Town to meet him. Sabinus durft not look Varus in the Face, and had flipt away (bme 
Time before out of the Town to the Sea-SiHe. Varus in the mean Time difperfed his 
Troops up and down all over the Country, in Search of the principal Authors of this 
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Tumult. They took up great Numbers of them : And for thofe Stricklers that Varus 
found to be moft malicious, he ordered them to be kept in Cuftody ; and for the reft 
that were more criminal, he caufed near two thousand of them to be crucified. 

Varus had Intelligence yet once again of ten thoufand Jews in Arms about Jdumaea; 
fo that he immediately difcharged the Arabians, and fent them Home : For they did 
not adt as Men of Honour and Soldiers,, but gave themfelves wholly up to Spoil and 
Rapine, laying the Country waftc wherever they came, which was much againft his 
Liking. Upon the receiving of this News, he put himfelf at the Head of his own 
Troops, and marched diredlly againft the Enemy: But before it came to Blows, they 
bethought themfelves, and upon the Advice of Achiah^ rendered and laid down their 
Arms. Varus was eafy to the Multitude, but fent the Officers to anfwer for themfelves 
to Caefar. After he had pardoned fome, finding feme Kinfmen of Herod's in the 
Number, he proceeded againft them as Traitors tor taking up Arms agunft their King. 
By this Means, ^arus accommodated Matters at Jerufalem ; and leaving the lame Le- 
gion again m the City that he made Ule of before for their Guard, he returned to 
Antioch. 



CHAP. IV. 

l[he Jews petitian CnelarySr a free Exerafc of their Religion: Coefar calls a 
Council of Noblemen and Friends^ to aUvife upon it. J he Jews and their 
Deputies on the one Hand; Archelaas and his Friends on the other. A 
hloody InveBive of the Jews againft Herod and his Sons, l^icohus ftands 
up in the Defence of Archelaus. Ccefar hears the Caiife ; and foon after 
Jetties the Government ; andjecs HerodV fVill executed. 

WHILE this pafied in Judea, there happened another Wrangle with the Jews 
at Rome, that put a further Dday to the Pretenfions of Archelaus. There 
were fifty Deputies that had been fent to Rome from their Principals at Jerufalem, be- 
fore this Confufion brake out (and it was with V;. jus's Licence too.) Their Bufmefe 
was to petition Cafar in the Name of the reft, for a free Liberty and Excrcife of their 
Profcffion: And there were eight thnufand Jews, Inhabitants of R >mc, that went 
along with them in their Req^ueft. Caefar called a Council of the Roman N, bility, 
and of his own particular Friends, to meet in the Temple of Apollo upon the ^^ount 
Palatine; a Strufture of his own ercdling, and as rich or curious as Coft and Orna- 
ment couM make it. The Council being aflcmbJt 1, there was a Mnltttudt '>^ J'::ws 
and their Ambafladors ranged on the on-. Hand, aiul Archelaus with his F: lends on 

■ the other. The Kindred kept thtmllivts upon the Guard of a kind <^f difrreet Nmi- 
trality: The Envy and Hatred tboy had for Archelaus would n.»t fuffer them to fide 
with him,, and then »hey were afii.?med on the other Hand to r^ke Part with rht E- 

^ Bcmks of a Prince of the Blood. Among oihers, there was Pnilip the Brr>ther of 



(( 



4€ 



€€ 



96 The WARS of the JEWS. BookE 

Archelaus, whom Varus fent before, upon two friendly Accounts: The one, that he 
might be within Diflance of aflifting his Brother upon Occafion; the other, in cafi 
Auguftus (hould think fit to divide the Government among the Children of Herod, 
he himfclf might come in for his Share, 

The Accufers were now to be heard; and the firft Point in Queftion was this: 
•« What had Herod done contrary to the Law ?" It was then urged, «« That he never 
*« demeaned himfelf like a King; but on the contrary, as the moft intolerable Tyrant 
«• upon the Face of the Earth. And his Cruelty did not flop neither at the Prohifioa 
** of innocent Blood, and the Violence of Jufticc: But he made the very Living wifli 
" thcmfelves dead. And he did not only tear the Bodies of his Subjedls to Pieces 
•* with Torments, but iiript his Towns and Cities of all that was choice and pred- 
•' ous, and gave it away in Oftentation to Foreigr.ers; facrificing the very Lives alfoof 
the Jews to Strangers. Inftead of the Bleffings of our antient Laws and Liberties, 
he hath left his People nothing but Beggary and Iniquity in Exchange: Infomach 
that they have fufFered more Plagues lince his coming to the Crown, than their 
** Forefathers ever felt fince their Deliverance from Xerxes, out of the Capitivity of 
'' Babylon. 

*' But the Jews have been now fo wonted to Slavery, that they arc groven modeft 
and patient under the Yoke, even to the Degree of entailing a voluntary Servitude 
upon their Pofterity, in the Perfon of Archelaus, the Son of the late Tyrant; whom 
they faluted as King immediately upon the Death of his Father. They mourned 
•' for Herod together, and offered up their joint Vows for the long and profperoos 
*• Reign of his Succeffor. And then to put it out of Doubt that he was the true 
'* Son of this bloody Father, he made his aufpicious Entrance upon the Government 
•* with the Slaughter of three thoufand Citizens : And the better to intitle himfelf to j 
" the Succeflion, this Butchery was his Oblation to God of three thoufand Vidims: ■ 
•* And all this upon a Holy Day, and the Carcafles piled up in the Holy Temple. 

" What Wonder is it now for Men that have outlived fo many Miferies, and 
'* efcaped fo dangerous a Rock, to own their Averfion to this Man^ and to fall (if 
" perifli they muft) like Men of Honour with their Faces to the Enemy! All that | 
the Jews dcfire at the Hands of the Romans, is only that Cxfar will judge the 
wretched Remainder of them fo far worthy of Pity, as not to expofe them to the 
Rigour of their mercilefs OpprefTors; but rather to annex Judaea to Syria» and 
*' range them under the Laws and Rules of the Roman Government. It will then 
** be feen whether the Jews are in Truth fo turbulent and feditious a Sort of People 
** as they are gfven out to be, when they fall once into the Hands of humsme and 
*' temperate Governors." With this Prayer the Deputies clofed their Charge. 

Nicolaus, in his Reply, cleared the Kings in the firft Place of the Crithes fuggefted 
againft them, and fo proceeded to a Charafter of the very Nation of the Jews: Set- 
ting them forth to be a People uneafy under any Government, but naturally averic to 
Kingftiip; concluding his Difcourfe with fome Remarks upon the Relations of Ar- 
chelaus that joined with his Accufers. 
'When Cacfar had heard both Sides, he diffolved the Court; and after fome few 
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Days beftowed upon Archelaus one Half of the Kingdom under the Name of an 
Ethnarchy, and with a Promife to make him KING in a fhort Time, if he found 
he dcfcrvcd it. The other Half he divided in two Tetrarchies; which he gave to 
two other Sons of Herod : One to Philip ; the other, to Antipas j who had had a 
Difpute with Archelaus about the Sovereignty. There fell to his Share the Country 
beyond the River; and Galilee of two hundred Talents yearly Value. But Batanaea, 
Trachon, and Auranitis, and fome Part of the Land of Zenon, about Jamnia, this 
was affigned to Philip, and yielded a Revenue of a hundred Talents. There fell into 
Archelaus's Ethnarchy, Idumaea, all Judaea, and Samaria; which laft was eafed of a 
fourth Part of their Tribute, as a Reward for not joining in the Rebellion with their 
Neighbours. Straton's Tower, Sebaftc, Joppa, and Jerufalcm, were all caft into Ar- 
chelaus's Lot : But Gaza, Gadara, and Hyppon, (Greek Cities,) were detached from 
the Kingdom, and annexed to Syria. The Income, upon the whole, to Archelaus, 
amounted to four hundred Talents. Caefar beflowed upon Salome, befide what was 
left her by the King's Will, Jamnia, Afotus, and Phafaelis : He gave her a Palace 
alfo at Afkelon ; which were valued in all at iixty Talents : But her Palace was fubjedt* 
cd to the Jurifdiftion of the Ethnarchy. When Caefar had difcharged all Herod's Le- 
gacies to his Kindred, he gave to his two Virgin-Daughters five hundred thoufand 
Pieces of minted Money over and above, and married them to the Sons of Pheroras. 
But, in the End, upon the Divifion of Herod's Patrimony, Casfar made a generous 
Diftribution of a thoufand Talents more, that were bequeathed to himfelf : Referving 
only fome particular Things of little Value, to keep by him in Memory of the Deceafed. 

CHAP. V. 

^ Countcrfeic Alexander. The Manner of the Contrivance. The Me- 
thod and Menage of the Cheat. The Impojior deteded^ and condemned to 
the Gallies. the firft TrojeBor put to Death. 

AT this Time there ftarted up a certain young Man, by Nation a Jew, and 
brought up in Sidon, with the free Man of a Roman Citizen. This Man took 
upon him to perfonate Alexander, wh^m Herod put to Death; and went to Rome on 
Purpofe to fet up the Impoftor. He had with him, for Countenance, and CounfeJ, 
another Jew, that was pcrfcdtly well informed in the Train and Intrigues of Herod's 
Court. This Jew gave his Companion bis Lcflbn; which was. That the People that 
were employed by his Father to put himfelf and Ariftobulus to Death, had fo great a 
Compaflion for them, that they fubftitutcd other Bodies in their Places, and conveyed 
the Brothers out of the Way. This paffed for current with many Jews in Crete; who 
furniHied the Pretender there with plentiful Supplies. He went from thence to Me- 
Ids: Where he was received again with ftill more Honour and Bounty. Nay, and he 
carrried the Matter fo fair too, that he took feveral of his Friends along with him to 
Rome. Upon his Arrival at Puteoli, the Jews of the Place made him magnificent 
Numb. y. O Prefctup.-^ 
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Prdfcnts: And his Father's Friends treated him all the while as a foTcreign Prince. 
The wonderful Likenefs, in fine, had got him fuch Credit, that as many as had 
feen Alexander would not flick to fwear that this was the Man. The Story made 
fuch a Nolfe in the World, that the Jews at Rome came all flocking in to fee him: 
Nay, the very Streets and Ways were thronged where he was to pafs. In fhort, this 
Conceit ran fo ftrong in their Heads, that they carried him up and down in a. Chair of 
State, and fpared for nothing either of Coft or RefpeA that might fort with his Pretence. 
Now Caefar calling to Mind the Lines and Air of Alexander's Face, (whom he 
remembered ever fince he was before him upon Herod's Accufation,) bethought 
Kimfelf of fending one Celadus (who knew him as well as any Man) to fetch the 
young Man to him; not but that Caefar gave it for a Cheat all along; but, however, 
for the Humour's fake, fomeching was to be done in Form* Celadus found bim out; 
and upon the firil Sight of him, concluded him to be a Counterfeit: But when he came 
to coniider the Coarfenefs of his Skin, Shape, and Manner of Addrefs, his Sufpicion 
was confirmed beyond aH Peradventure. The Thing indeed that moved Celadus the 
moft, was his bold Way of out-facing People. Afking about Ariftobulus.> " be was. very 
** well, he faid; but lived on Purpofe at Cyprus, to be out of Harm's Way: For if 
i^ they kept together, there would be more Danger of Mifchicf by a Surprize:" Wbea 
Celadus had kept his Countenance thus far, he took him aiidc, and told bim plainly; 
^* This is all a Juggle, fays he; do you but difcover the Author of this Contrivance, 
•* and Caefar will give you your own Life for your Pains." He promifed him that he 
would; and fb followed him to Caefar: Where he named the Jew that had put him upon 
it to get Money by it. And, in EfFed:, the Sums that he raifed from the Cities upon 
fhis Fancy, were more than Alexander himfclf could have procured, if he had been 
alive. The Menage was fo ridiculous, that Ca^far could not but fmile at it: And yet 
however in the End, he condemned the falfe Alexander to a Galley, (as a Service that 
his Body was made for) and commanded the Advifer to be put to Death : But for the 
foolifli People of Melos, they had paid dear enough for their Madnefs, he thought, in 
the Expence; and fo that Charge was their Punifhment. 



CHAP VL 

Archelaus banijhed for his Opprejfion^ and his Goods fcized. A foreboding 
Dream. The Dream expounded and made good. Another Dream of 
the Trincefs Glaphyra. Glaphyra j Vifon of her firft Husband. She 
tells her Dream^ and dies within two Days. 

WHEN Archelaus came to be fettled in his Ethnarchy, he did not forget old 
Grudges, but prefled bloodily hard upon both Jews and Samarians : And upon 
an-^mbafly from both to Caefar againft him, in the ninth Year of his Government, he 
was banifhed to Vienne, a City of Gaul, and his Eftate confifeated. 

There 
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There goes a Story of a flrange Dream Archelaus had before his Summons to attend 
Caefar, He had a Dream of nine large full Bars of Corn, and Oxen eating them. Upon 
this he applied himfelf to feveral of the Magicians and Chaldasans to unriddle this Dream* 
Some faid one Thing ; fome another ; but Simon, an Eflene, gave it this Interpretation. 
Thefe Ears of Corn, fays he, are Years : By Oxen, is to be underftood Changes, and 
Overturning of Things; as the Earth is overturned with the Plough. So many Years as 
there were Ear;$ of C6rn you are to reign ; and after many ilrange Revolutions, to die. 
Within the Compafs of five Days after this Refolution, Archelaus was called upon to 
plead his Caufe before Casfar. 

There was another memorable Dream alfo of the Princefs Glaphyra, the Daughter of 
Archelaus, the King of Cappadocia, and the Wife of this Archelaus : Whofe firft Huf- 
band was Alexander, the Brother of him we are now fpeaking of, and the Son of He- 
rod; by whom he was afterwards put to Death. This Princefs, after his Death, mar- 
ried Juba the King of Lybia : And upon his Deceafe went Home again, and lived with 
her Father in her Widowhood. Axx:belaus the Ethnarch fell fo defperatcly in Love with 
her at firft Sight, that he prefently put away Mariamne, and took hf r to his Wife. In 
fome (hort Time after this, (he went back into Judaea, and had there a Vifion of her firft 
Hufband Alexander appearing to her :- ** Audacious Creature ! fays he, was not one Huf- 
*' band enough for thee, after me ? But haft thou the Face now to take a third, and this 
" under my Roof ? And which is yet worft of all, my own Brother ? Thefe are Injuries 
** not to be put up. But this will not do : For I will have you again in fpite of your 
" Heart." She told this Dream to her Friends, and died within two Days. 



CHAP. VII. 

T/jree Sorts of Jews : Pharifees, Sadducees and EAnes- Of the Eflenes ; 
their Temperance^ and Opinion of Marriage ; their Goods in common; 
their jf^pparely Charity ^ and Way of Living; their Scruples of Confcience : 
Men of Teace and good Faith; and againft all Oaths. The Method of 
entering into the Society. Their TFay of punijhing Offenders. The jnftefl 
"People alive. They have a Veneration for Antiquity. StrtB Ohfervers of 
the Sabbath. They are commonly long lived; andfrm in the Contempt of 
Death itfelf Their Opinion of the SouL Some of them pretend to the 
Spirit of Trophecy. Another Sort of Eflenes. Of the Pharifees. Of 
the Sadducees. They are fevere^ even to one another; hut inhuman to 
Strangers. 

HE Eftate of Archelaus being now reduced into a Province, Csfar fent down 
Caponius, a Roman Knight> with a full Commillion to govern it. In his Days^ 

O 2 tsQ«a^ 
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one Judas a Galilean, ftirred up the People to a Revolt; upon a Suggeftion, that in 
owning the Romans for their Matters, and in paying them Tribute, they ferved God 
and Man both alike. Now this Man was of a Sedt by himfelf, and, in Truth, without 
a Fellow. There are among the Jews three Setts of Religion : As Pharifees, Sadducees, 
and Elienes : The laft is the fairell ot the three for the Excrcife of Holinefs and Severity, 

Thefe Effenes are by Nation, Jews ; the moft united and friendly People one with 
another under the Sun. They have the fame Averfioa to Plcafure that they have to Vice, 
and reckon upon Continence, and the Command of the Pafiions, as a Virtue of the firll 
Rate. They have no great Reverence for Marriage ; but for other People's Children, that 
they take under their Care while they are young and tender, they value them as their 
own Flefti and Blood, and train them up accordingly. They are not yet againft Marriage; 
as Enemies to the Race and Succcflion of Mankind; but they have an Opinion that the 
fair Sex is frail and intemperate,* and hardly to be kept within the Compais of Fidelity to 
one fingle Man. 

As to the Matter of Wealth, and the Goods of this World, they have it all in Con- 
tempt ; and do not fo much as know what it is to be rich or poor 5 for it lies aU in com- 
mon, as a Condition of the Society. By this Means, no Man (hiall be contemptible for 
being poor, nor honourable for being rich : But the whole Party (hall live like Brethren, 
being all equal Sharers in one common Patrimony. 

They will not fuffcr any Oil to come upon their Bodies 5 or If fuch a Thing A)ouId 
happen, they are never qoiet till they get it out again. They value ihemlelves upon the 
plain Simplicity of their Appearance, though never fo coarfc; provided only tciat their 
Garments be white and clean. 

They choofe their Stewards for the Receipt and Menage of the Revenues, out of the 
bed Men they have, and leave a to their Difcretion to make a Diftribution of them to 
every Man in Proportion, according to his Need. 

They have no one certain Place of Abode, but difperfe themfelves up and down iota 
fcveral Cities 5 where they are ever ready and open to entertain all Comers of their 
own Sedl, and as free as if they were at Home, though they never faw one another in 
their Lives before. 

They carry nothing about them when they Travel, but Arms for their Security upon 
the High- Way. They have fome Body or other in every City to take Care of their 
Friends,, that tbey want neither Lodging, Food, Garments, nor other Neceffaries. 
The Drefs they wear, rcfcmblcs that of Children when they are under the Charge of 
Mafters and Governors. 

They never change either their Garments or their Shoes, but when the one is torn, 
or the other worn out. They never buy or fell among themfelves; but help one another 
with what they want, and what one wants, the other fupplies : Not by the Way of 
Exchange; but the one is obliged to give, and the other at Liberty to receive. 

They are the ftrifteft People to God-ward of all Men Living. They make Con- 
fcience of fpeaking one Word of common Bufmefs before the Sun rifes ; but they have -cer- 
tain traditional Forms of Prayer for that Occafion, imploring particularly from God, 
that the Sun may (hine upon them. After this At\ of Devotion, they are all difmi/Ted 

to 
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to their feveral Tafks and Employments : And when they have ftudied, and wrought 
hard till Elevea at Noon, they meet again with Linen Cloths thrown over them, and 
to wafli themfelves all over with cold Water. Upon this Purification, they retire to 
their Celk; where no Mortal of any other Profeflion, is allowed fo much as to breath 
upon them. From thence they enter into a Refeftory, which they account little lefs 
holy than the Temple itfelf. VVhcn they have (laid there a while without a Word fpeak- 
ing, the Baker brings up every Man his Loaf, and the Cook every Man his Plate, or 
Mefs of Soup, and fets it before him. The Pried then bleiTes the Meat, and not a 
Creature dares (b much as touch it till the Grace be over. And fo after Dinner, another 
Grace again ; for they never fail to give God Thanks, both before and after Meat, as the 
Author of the Blefling. This Duty being over, they quit their Habits, as in fome Mca- 
fure facred; and fo to their ordinary Work again till Evening. They go next to Supper 
as before; where they fit together, Gucfts and all, if they have any at the fame Table. 

There's no Manner of Noife or Diforder in thofe Houfes. They fpeak by Turns: And 
this Way of Gravity and Silence gives Strangers a great Veneration for them. This is 
the EficA of a conftant Courfe of Sobriety, in their Moderation of eating and drinking 
only to fufiice Nature. 

They arc not allowed to do any Thing without the Advice of their Superiors ; faving 
only in Offices of Allidance and Compaffion,. and there they are left at Liberty ; for 
every Man is free to help the Virtuous, and to relieve good Men in Want. 'Tis true 
they are not allowed to give any Thing to their Relations without Leave of their Go- 
vernors. 

They are great Mafters of their Paffions; Men of good Faith; Lovers of Peace; 
and their Word at lead as facred as their Oath : For they do eftcdtually look upon the 
taking of an Oath worie than Perjury, and account of him for a Liar and a Man of nor^ 
Credit, that cannot be believed without bringing in God for a Witnefs. 

They have a mighty Reverence for the Works and Writings of Antiquity ; efpecially 
ia what concerns the good either of Soul or Body : As in the Cafe of Remedies for 
Difeafes ; the Virtues of Plants, Metals, Stones, Minerals, and the like. 

When any Man has a Mind to come into the Society, they do not prefently admit him 
Hand over Head; but keep him out of the Pale for one whole Year; admitting all of 
the fame Clafs to the fame Order or Diet : Giving every Man alfo a Pick- Ax,, a Girdle, 
and a white Garment (as aforefaid.) When a Man has been long enough among them 
to give fome competent Proofs of his Continence and Virtue, they change his Courfe of 
Diet, and allow him the Benefit of purifying Waters to wafli himfelf : Hut he is not yet 
admitted to the Table in the Refe£tory, till he has Aood a two Years Trobation for his 
Integrity and good Manners -, and upon that Trial he is taken into the Society, tliat is to 
fay, upon thele further Conditions, before he can be eftabliflied a Mt:mber of the 
Community : 

He is firft to bind himfelf by folcmn Execrations and Profcflipns, to love and worfliip 
God 5 to do Juftice toward Men ; to wrong no Creature willingly; no, nor to do ir, 
though commanded ; to declare himfelf an Enemy to all wicked Men ; to join with all 
the Lovers of Right and Equity ^ to keep Faith with all Men 3 but with Princes ef- 
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pcciallyi as they are of God's Appointment and his Minifters. He is llkewife to dedtre, 
that if ever he comes to be advanced above his Companions, he will never abufe tfaal 
Power to the Injury of his Subjedts, nor diflinguifli himfelf from his Inferiors by anj 
Ornament of Drefs or Apparel : But that he will love and embrace the Truth, and briofi 
falfe Speakers to Juftice. He binds himfelf likewife to keep his Hands clear from Thefi 
and fraudulent Dealing, and his Soul as untainted with the Defire of unjufl Gain : Thai 
he will not conceal from his Fellow- Profeflbrs any of the Myfteries of his Religion; noi 
communicate any of them to the profane, though it fliall be to fave his Life. And then 
for the Matter of his Doftrine: that he fhall deliver nothing but what he hath received] 
that he will endeavour to preferve the Dodtrine itfclf that he profefTes; the Books that an 
written of it, and the Names of thofe from whom he had it. 

Thefe Proteftations are made ufe of as a Tefl: for new Comers, and as a Security t( 
keep them faft to their Duty. 

Upon the taking of any Man in a notorious Wickcdnefs, he is excluded the Con- 
gregation ; and whoever incurs that Sentence, comes probably to a miferable End 
For he that is tied up by thefe Rites and Sacraments, is not allowed fo much as to re^ 
ceive a Bit of Bread from the Hand of a Stranger, though his Life itfelf were in Ha* 
zard ; fo that Men are driven to graze like Beafts, till the Flefli rots from the Bone 
In this Diftrefs, the Society hath fometime had the Charity and Compaiiion to receive 
fome of them again, when they were at the very Point of Death ; computing that the 
Punifliment they fufFered might in fome Degree atone for the Offence. 

In the Adminiftraticn of Juftice, they are the moft regular and exad People alive. 
They determine nothing but what is carried by a hundred Voices at leaft; and when 
the Judgment is once part, there is no recalling it. 

Next to the fupreme Authority of God himfelf, they reckon that of their Legifla- 
tors ', making it Death to fpeak ill of them, or to blafpheme them. They a(cribe 
great Honour to their Elders and to the Majority of the People ; and think it very 
reafonable to obey the one, and to hearken to the other. When there are ten together 
in Council, no particular Perfon is to fpeak, if the other nine be againft it. 

They make it a Matter of Immorality to fpit toward the Middle of the Companyf 
or upon the Right-Hand. 

They are the ftridteft Obfervers of the Sabbath of all Sorts of Jews ; for they do not 
only make ready their Sabbath-Day's Meal the Night before, to avoid kindling a Fire 
on that Day ; but they dare not fo much as remove a Pot or a Difli from one Place 
to another, or eafe themfelves of the Neceffities of Nature, 

Upon other Days, when they are preflcd at any Time toftepafide, they take a Pick- 
Ax, (as I faid before) and open the Ground a Matter of a Foot deep : When they 
have difcharged themfeves, they fill up the Hole again, out of a fuperftitious Scruple 
not to pollute the Beams of the Sun with fuch an Objedt. And though there be 
no more in it than a natural Purgation, it is yet followed with the Solemnity of a 
formal Purification. 

The People that make ProfefTion of this Manner of Life, are divided into four Sorts, 
according to their refpe(flive Obligations; and the younger are reputed fo much inferior 

to 
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to tbcir Elders, that if they do but touch one another they are fain to purify, as if 
tl were upon the Contraft of a Stranger. They live to a great Age ; a hundred Years 
and upwards many of them ; which I afcribe in a great Meafure to the Simplicity of 
their Way of Feeding, and to the Temperance of their Manners. 

They are firm and hardy againO: all Dangers too, and refolute to the Contempt of 
Torments ; infomuch that tfeey account an honourable Death much more defirable 
than Life itfelf. We need go no farther for the Proof of this Aflertion, than to the 
War betwixt the Jews and Romans. And upon fevcral Occafions, what Torments 
did the Jews endurt ! As Burning, breaking of Bones, and all Manner of Pains, ra- 
ther than let fall one irrevej-ent Word of their Legiflator, or but touch one Morfel of 
forbidden Meat. And all this, not only without Supplications and Tears, or any Ab- 
jedtion of Mind, but with a Chearfulnefs of Countenance in the very Anguifti of their 
Pains, defying and triumphing over their very Tormentors, and delivering up their 
Souls with a ferene Conftancy of Courage, in the Aflurance of exchanging a prefcnt 
Life for a better to come. 

They firmly believe the Mortality of the Body; and that the Soul, being of the fame 
Subftance with the fubtileft Air, is incorruptible and immortal; and, by a kind of na- 
tural Inclination, or Attraction, (liut up in the Flcfli as in a Prifon. But when it fliall 
be freed from thefe corporeal Bonds, as out of a long Slavery, it (hall then chearfully 
mount up to the Region of endlefs Blifs. This Opinion fuits well enough with fo'me 
Conceits of the Greeks, who fancy a Place beyond the Ocean, where there is neither 
Rain, nor Snow, nor raging Heats, but only gentle refrelhing Gales : And this do 
they nuke to be the Seat of the bleffcd Souls. As for the wicked Souls, on the other 
hand, they ftand condemned to impetuous Tempefts, killing Frofts, and everlafting 
Pains and Groans, World without End. 

This is much after the Grecian Story of the Forlunate-Klands : Which are the Places 
fet apart for the Entertainment of thofe glorious Spirits they call Heroes and Demi- 
Gods : And then they have their Hell too, in the Defcription of an infernal Pit, with 
Plagues and Punifliments for fuch as Sifyphus, Tantalus, Ixion, Tityus, and the like; 
computing all this while the Soul to be immortal, from the natural Difpofition it hath 
to the Love of Virtue, and to the Dcteftation of Vice; for good Men are made better 
even in this World by the Hope of better Things yet to come in another; befides the 
Cherk that it puts to Impiety and Lewdnefs; when Men fliall come to confidcr, that 
though they may efcape the Eye and the Stroke of human Juftice in this World, divine 
Vengeance will yet find them out in that to come, and puni(h them with Pains everlafl:- 
ing. This is the Eflenes Philofophy upon the Subjeft of the Soul: And wc find very 
few, when they have once imbibed this Dodbrinc, that ever depart from it. 

There are among the Eflenes alfo, that take upon thcmfelves to foretcl Things to 
come; building their Confidence upon ancient Prophecies and Holy Writ; and not with- 
out preparatory oanftifications to fit them for the Work* But be it as it will, ihey fcl- 
dom fail in their Predictions. ^ 

There is now another Sort of Eflenes, agreeing with the former in the fame Meats, 
Manners, and Laws; but they are yet divided upon the Point of Wedlock; for they 

look: 
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look upon thofe that are direflly againft Marriage, as the profeft Enemies of Mankind: 
That is to fay, in cutting oft* the Succeflion» and fo cxtinguilhing the Race. Now if 
all People were of the lame Mind, the World would quickly be at an End. But thcj 
proceed with this Caution yet, that the Woman muft be fubjedled to a ThrecYcars-Pro- 
bation, and if Hie ihall be found in a Condition of Health fit for Child- Bearing, (he 
ihall be reputed after that Tryal qualified for Marriage. The Women are likewife to be 
covered when they wafhi as the Men are; and this is enough faid of the Eflenes. 

To come now to the two former Se^ts, the Pharifees, and the Sadducees : The Pha- 
rifees are, in the firfl Place, the great Dodtors of the Law, and the befl read Men in 
the Jewifli Rites and Ceremonies. It is, ineffeft, the firfl Article of their Creed, thit 
Fate and God do all; and yet that whether we do well or ill, it is much in our own 
Power, which of the two; only that Defliny interpofes fometimes in this or that Par- 
ticular. They believe the Soul to be immortal, and they believe likewife a Tranfmigra- 
tion of the Souls of good Men into other Bodies; but at the fame Time, that the Souls 
of the Wicked are tranfmitted into a State of everlafting Woe. 

The Sadducees, on the other hand, abfolutely deny Fate. •' God can do no ill, they 
" fay, himfclf; and he leaves Men at Liberty to do what they lift." They have Good 
and Evil before them, and they take their Choice. But for Reward or Punifhixient ia 
another World, they underfland nothing of it. The Pharifees, in fine, are fociable and 
live in a good Intelligence one with another; but the Sadducees, are harfh and ill-na« 
tured even among themfelves, but diredtly inhuman and intolerable to Strangers, Thil 
is all I have to fay of the Philofophy of the Jews: And I fhallnow return to my Text 

CHAP. VIIL 

Auguftus dies^ and 'Vihcnv&fucceeds him. Pilate made Qovernor of Judaa. 
A Tumult upon conveying Cc^far's Enfigns into Jerufalem. Pilate yZrmmoffi 
the Jews under Colour of a Hearing. The genet ous Behaviour of t^ejevs 
prevailed with Pilate to remove the Enfigns. Another Broil about aTax 
upon the holy Tieafure. Agrippa complains of Herod to Tiberius. A 
dangerous Exprejfion of AgrippaV to Caius, and he was kept Trijonerfor 
it till the Death of Tiberius. Caius C^iar ficceeds Tiberius, and ad- 
vances Agrippa to the Grief of Herod and his Wife. Herod at the In- 
fiance of Hcrodias, addrejfes himfelf to Caius for his Favour. Caius 
checks him for it. Herod and Herodias die in Spain. 

THE Ethnarchy of Archelaus, being now reduced into a Province, l}^ two Bre- 
thren, Herod and Philip, (called Antipas) continued in the Command of their 
Tetrarchies. Salome dies, and bequeaths her Toparchy to the Emprefs Livia^ together 
with Jaoinia and a Nurfery of Palm-Trees at Phafaelis. 

Auguftos 
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Auguftus being now dead alfo, after a Rcign of feven and Fifty Years, fix Months 
and two Days, Tiberius, the Son of Livia, fucceeded to the Roman Empire. Philip, 
the Tetrarch, built a City in Paneas, which he called Coefarea: It was erefted at the ve- 
ry Head of the River Jordan : And he raifed another alfo in Gaulanitis; which he called 
Julias. Tiberias in Galilee was built by Herod; and fo was Julias alfo in Paerea. 

Pilate was now Governor of Judaea; and being fent thither by Tiberius to take Chafgb 
of his Command, he fecretly conveyed late one Night into the City certain Enfigns of 
Cffifar's, with his Image upon them. This put the Jews into fo outrageous a Tumult 
the next Day, that they were all at their Wit's End, to think what would become of 
their Liberties and Religion, if their Laws were trampled upon, and profaned. at this 
Rate: For the bringing of Images into the City was a Thing abfolutely forbidden. 
This Diforder in the Town was quickly feconded and inflamed by a vaft Confluence of 
People from all Parts of the Province, The Jews, upon this, went in a great Body to 
Csefarea, to move Pilate for Relief; and there they carneftly befought him to be tender 
of their Laws, and to order the removing of the Images out of the City. Pilate gave 
no heed at all to what they faid; fo that the Jews threw themfelvcs flat upon the Ground 
round about his Houfe, and in that Pofture they continued five Days and five Nights, 
without fo much as moving from the Place- 
On the fixth Day, Pilate mounted the Tribunal which was in the great Court, and 
gave the Jews a Summons, as if it had been only to receive his Anfwer: When all on a 
fudden, the Defign was fo laid, and a Signal given, the Jews were immediately fur- 
rounded with armed Troops, three Deep, quite round about them. This was fuch a 
Surprife, that the Jews might well be amazed at it; and in that Inft:ant Pilate declared 
that they fliould die every Man of them, unlefs they received the Colours into the City: 
And upon that Word he ordered the Soldiers to draw their Swords. The Jews, in this 
Confulion, caft themfelves proftrate, one and all before them, fl:retched out their Necks, 
and offered themfelves to the Execution; crying out with one Voice, That they would 
rather die, than fee the Profanation of their Laws. Pilate was fo aftoniflied at the 
daring Zeal of thefe People in the Defence of their Religion, that he gave Order prc- 
fently to have the Statues removed. 

This Broil was followed with another. The Jews have a holy Treafure, which they 
call Corban; and Pilite laid a Tax upon it towards the Charge of Aquasdufts, for the 
bringing in of Water at the Diftance of three hundred Furlongs. The common Peo- 
ple were fo tranfported at this Impofition, that they came open-mouth to Pilate about 
it, as he was upon the very Tribunal. But he had the Fore-fight to provide for a Tu- 
mult, by intermixing Soldiers in Difguife with the Multitude, to be in Readincfs to 
fall on, whenever Pilate fliould give the Word: But with this Caution, however, in 
Cafe of an Uproar, to make Ufe only of Cudgels without drawing their Swords. The 
People grew clamorous and unquiet: And upon that Provocation, Pilate gave the Sol- 
diers the Signal; who did Execution according to their Orders. There was a great 
Number of Jews deftroyed; what with thofe that died by blows, fome croudcd and 
trampled to Death, others that perifhed upon the Purfuit. The Rabble took this Re- 
buke for a Warning, and gave over Muttering : So that this Severity put an End to the Riot. 
Numb. 7. P A^-ripro, 
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Agrippa^^ the Son of Ariftobulus, who was put to Death by his Father Herod^ went 
fome Time after to Tiberius, with a Complaint agaioft Herod the Tetrarch. Tiberias 
never minded the Acculation : So that Agrippa was eafy and quiet at Rome, in the Con- 
dition of a private Man; and made his Court the mean while to Perfons of the firft 
Quality, and in particular to Caius, the Son of Germanicus. Agrippa was treating 
him one Day with the Compliment of a Collation ; and when he was well warm in hit 
Cups, and the good Humour upon him, Agrippa (Iretching out his Arm with an Ex- 
clamation, " Ah, fays he, how glad (hould I be to fee Caius Mafter of the World in- 
ftead of Tiberius. " This was carried to Tiberius by one of the Company, where he 
was kept in great Mifery till the Death of the Emperor, fome fix Months after: Which 
was when he had reigned two and twenty Years, fix Months, and three Days. 

Caius Csfar upon coming afterward to the Empire, difcharged Agrippa^ and gave 
him Philip's Tctrarchy, (who was now dead) and the Title of King too. This Ad- 
vancement of Agrippa went to the envious Heart of Herod the Tetrarch: And his Wife 
Herodias was not wanting neither to the inflaming of his ambitious Mind into the Hope 
of the Kingdom; and at this Rate (he twitted him, ^' You were lazy, fays (he, and 
*^ might have had it for adcing, if you had but thought it worth a Journey to Csfar. 
^^ If Caius was prevailed upon to make Agrippa a King, of a private Man, he would 
" never have ftuck certainly at making Herod a King, of a Tetrarch-" Herod was ' 
now prevailed upon by his Wife to go to Caius, and Agrippa his Accufer followed 
him upon the Heel. But fo far was the Emperor from gratifying his Ambition, that ^ 
on the contrary, he checked him feverely for his Avarice, and gave away his Tetrar- 
chy to Agrippa. Herod, upon this Difappointment, flipped away for Spain^ and his 
Wife along with him; where he died in Exile. 



CHAP. IX. 

Caius Csefar fets up for a God. His barbarous Cruelties. Petronius or- 
ders Caefar'i Statues to be fet up in the Temple. Death without Merty 
to all Oppofers. Petronius marches with an Arrr^ from Antioch towards 
Judaea. Ihe Situation and Defer ipt ion o/" Ptolemais. Memnon j 5^ 
pulchre. The Jews petition Petronius at Ptolemais for Relief: Who 
fummons them to Tiberias, and there reafons the Cafe with them. Petro- 
nius relent s\ and dijfolves the Court once again without coming to aoy Re- 
folution. He promifes his Mediation to Ccefar: Difmijfes the Multitude^ 
and draws off to Antioch. Petronius writes to C^far what had paffed\ 
whoy in return y orders the putting of Petronius to Death \ but the Death 
of Caius prevented the Execution. 



CAIUS 
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CAIUS Casfar had the blafphcmous Vanity, in this Tide of his Fortune, to fot up 
for a God, and to affume to himfclf both the Name and the Worfhip. He 
ilruck off the Heads of fuch Numbers of the Roman Nobility, that the very Order 
was in a Manner fupprefled, and his Country difabled, by thofe frequent Executions. 
And his impious Cruelty did not flop here neither, but he carried it into Judaea too ; 
fending Petrpnius with a Commiflion, and a Charge to fet up his Statues in the Tem- 
ple, and to put every Soul to the Sword, that (hould dare to refufe them: And for 
the red of the Jews to make them all Slaves. But God in his Mercy ordered Matters 
otherwife. Petronius marched away all in Hade from Antioch towards Judaea, with 
three Legions and a coniiderable Number of Auxiliaries out of Syria. The Report of 
this Expedition was fuch a Surprize to the Jews» that the greater Part of them could 
not believe it; and thofe that did, were not in a Condition to provide for a Defence: 
But the Army being now advanced as far as Ptolemais, they were all feised with a 
mortal Terror. 

This Ptolemais is a City upon the Coaft of Galilee, fituated on a large Plain, and 
furrounded with Mountains to the Eaftward at the Diftance of fome fixty Furlongs i 
but belonging to Galilee to the Southward with Carmel, at about a hundred and 
twenty Stadia to the North, and a very high Mountain, called the Tyrian Ladder, at 
a hundred and twenty alfo. Some two Stadia from the Town itfelf, there was a littlo 
River called Belus, and not far from it (lands Memnon's Sepulchre, bordering upon a 
Frofpeft: of near a hundred Cubits over; which has fome what in it that is very re-« 
markable. There is the Appearance of a round Valley that yields a kind of a glafi/ 
Sand. The Ships meet it, and carry it off; and as fad as they fetch it away, tho 
Winds from the Top of the Mountains fill up the Place again. It is the Nature of 
the Place to turn any Thing to Glafs that comes into it. But the moft won$lerful 
Thing of all, to me, is this. That after thofe Sands are vetrified, it is but cafting any 
Part of them upon the Skirts of that Place to make it common Sand again; fuch is 
the Nature and Condition of the Soil. ^ 

In this Confternation the Jews, with their Wives and Children, went to Petronius at 
Ptolemais, and there befought him as well for their Country's fake, as their own, not 
to prefs the Violation of their Laws to the Ruin of fo many mifcrablc Peqple. The 
Petitioners were fo many, and fo earnefl, and their Cafe fo deplorable, that Petronius 
was prevailed upon to leave his Army and the Emperor's Statues at Ptolemais; and fo 
advancing toward Galilee, he fummoncd the Jews of all Sorts to attend him at Ti- 
berias. Being come to Tiberias, he entered upon a Difcourfe to them of the Strength 
and Power of Rome, and the Menaces of Cajfar: Adding withal, that the Jews Re- 
queft was in Truth but a tacit Affront : For why fhould they take upon them to dif- 
putc thofe Orders that all the Subjedls of the Roman Empire befide themfelves fub- 
niitted to, that is to fay, the placing of the Emperor's Statues in the Temples among 
their other Gods. This Expoftulation he told them, was within a little of a Revolt: 
And next after Ca^far, he himfelf was concerned in the Matter. 

They had nothing to fay for themfelves, but that thu Laws and Cuftoms of their 
Country would not allow them to fet up any Images whatfoever, either of God or 
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Man; or in any Place whatfoevcr, either facred or profane. Well, fays PetroniuSi 
and am not I to keep my Mailer's Laws as well as you are to keep yours? Or in Cafe 
I fhould tranfgrefs them in your Favour, (hould not I deferve to be punifhed ? Neither 
is it Petronius that oppofes you, but Csfar: For I am as much under Command as 
you arc yourfelves. The whole Multitude upon this, brake out into an unanimous 
Outcry, that if they were fure to die for it, they would never yield to the Violation of 
their Laws. 

When the Hubbub was a little laid: What! fays Petronius, you are rcfolved to 
take up Arms againil Csefar then, are you not? No, faid they, there is not a Day 
goes over our Heads, but we offer up Vows and Sacrifices to God for his Prolpcrity, 
and for the whole People of Rome; but if he goes about to impofe Images upon us 
in the Temple, he goes the Way to work to make the whole People of the Jews but 
one Sacrifice, and in that Cafe, we ourfelves, with our Wives and Children, are all 
ready to give our Lives for the Afking. Petronius was fo divided upon this, betwixt 
Admiration and Pity, to fee the invincible Force of fuch a Zeal for Religion, and 
fuch a Multitude of People united in the fame Refolution, that the Meeting broke up 
once again without any Thing done. 

But Petronius went the next Day, and fo from Time to Time in private, and Man 
by Man, to fome of the moft eminent Perfons among them, and fpake in Public alfo 
at the fame Time to the common People; one while advifing them as a Friend, and 
then minding them of the infuperable Courage of the Romans, and the Danger of in- 
curring Caefar's difpleafure; befide, fays he, that I am under an abfolute Ncceffity of 
obeying my Orders. But when he faw that nothing of this would work upon them, 
and that they had already lofi: their Seed-time to attend this Controverfy ; having been 
already near fifty Days about it, Petronius told them at laft that for their Sakes be 
was refolved to expofe himfelf to a defperate Hazard. I will either fatisfy Ca^far, lays 
he, and fave you and myfelf both at once; or, if nothing will ferve him but Extre- 
mities, I will lay down my Life for you. And fo he difmiffed the Multitude with a 
thoufand Vows and Prayers for him, and drew off his Army from Ptolemais to An- 
tioch. From Antioch he fent immediately to Caefar, with an Account of the Manner 
of his entering into Judasa : How the whole Nation were joined in one common Pe- 
tition ^ which he was afraid could not be oppofed or denied without the Hazard of 
the whole Province. They defired nothing more, he faid, than the Maintenance of 
their Laws againft all Innovations. The Anfwcr that Caius gave to this Letter, was 
an Order for the putting of Petronius to Death for not executing his Command. But 
it fo fell out that the Bearers of this Order were kept three whole Months upon the 
Way by contrary Winds; and in the mean Time comes the Tidings of the Death, of 
Caius by a quicker Paflage, and feven and twenty Days before the other* 
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CHAP X. 

The Army declares Claudius the Succejfor of Caius ; and the Confuls meet 

about it. Agrippa in Favour both with Claudius and the Senate. He 

fides -with Claudius, and is fent upon an Embajfy to the Senate. A- 

grippa, in Juftificatton of Claudius, and the Army. The Senate^ An- 

fwer to Agrippa, and Claudius'i Return to the Senate A Soldier ftands 

up for the Honour of Claudius. The Soldiers defert, and the Senate 

follows their Example. Claudius V Tarty had been loft if Agrippa had 

not prevented it Claudius makes hifnjelf popular. He pays his Vows 

a^d Sacrifices in Form. His royal Bounties to Agrippa and Herod. 

The vaft Wealth and Tower of Agrippa. The walling in of Jerufa- 

lem Agrippa ^ eigned three Years y and died at Ca^farea. The Family 

of Alexander and Ariftobulus. 

CAIUS being cut off by Treachery, when he had reigned three Years and fix 
Months, Claudius was advanced to the Government by the Army which was 
then at Rome. The Confuls^ Sentius Saturninus and Pomponius Secundus^ appoint- 
ed, according to the Refolution of the Senate, three Companies for the Guard of the 
City, and fo they met in the Capitol ; where they determined to oppofe Claudius in 
Spite, for the Barbarities of Caius, out of a Defign to bring the Government again to 
an Ariftocracy, as it was of olc}, when the worthieft Men were taken into the Admi- 
niftration. It fo happened that Agrippa came, while this paft, and was invited both 
into the Council by the Senate, and into the Army of Claudius; as a confiderablc Ad- 
dition to what Party focvcr he efpoufed. Now Agrippa, finding Claudius to be as 
good as Emperor already, went over into his Intereft without much Difficulty, and 
was immediately employed upon an EmbafTy to the Senate : Giving them to under- 
ilandp that the Armies fctting of him up for Emperor, was an abfolute Force upon 
him, and in Truth, purely their A6t, whether he would or no : But that now fince 
the Thing was done, he could not recede, either with Honour or Safety ; for it would 
h)ok lilce an undervaluing of the Good-will of the Soldiers, to decline the Dignity ; 
as it would provoke them to a Revenge, if he (hould feem infenfiblc of the Obliga- 
tion; telling them over and above, that now he was brought on, there was no coming 
off; for the Envy of the Choice would ftick by him ftill, even if he (liould lay down 
the Sovereignty. But however, fince the firft Point was over, and that he was in 
FofiTcflion of the Government, 'he had determined with himfclf to attend and execute 
the office; not as a Tyrant to domineer at Will and Pleafure, but as a Prince of Ten- 
dcrnefs for his People. He (hould content himfclf with the Honour of the Name of 
Emperor, and in Cafes of State to hearken to the Advice of the Senate; for, fays he, 
if Claudius were not modeft and temperate in his own Nature, the exemplary Fate, 
of Caius was enough to make him fo. 

When 
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When Agrippa had gone thus far, the Senate (depending upon their Credit with 
the Army, and the Prudence of their own Condudl) made him this fliort Reply: 
<« That they were not a.Pcople to be made voluntary Slaves." Agrippa carried this 
Anfvver to Claudius, and was prefently fent back again to tell the Senate that Claudius 
was not a Man to betray his Friends that promoted him to th? Empire. He was 
very much troubled at the Thought of having a Quarrel with the Senate : But if it 
mud come to a Decilion by Arms, Claudius defired them only to appoint fome Spot 
of Ground without the City for the Place of Battle ; for it would be a thoufand Pi- 
ties to have Rome itfelf laid in Blood and Adies^ only to gratify the Humour pf a 
few hot-headed People. This was it that Agrippa had in Charge from Claudius, 
and he delivered it accordingly to the Senate. 

While Things were in this Difpofition and pofturc, one of the Soldiers who was 
there prefent flood forth, and drawing his Sword; " My fellow Companions, faya he, 
"• what's the Matter here that we are now at Daggers-drawing with the bcft Friends wc 
** have, and upon the very Brink of a Civil War, only for adhcreing to Claudius ? An 
*' Emperor without a Blemifli, and a Prince that we Ihould rather treat with Duty and 
*^ Refpedt, as our Protector, than with Arms, as an Enemy." With thefe Words he 
marched off through the Middle of the Court, and the reft of the Soldiers followed 
him. This Defertion put the Nobles into fuch a Fright for fear of the Confequcnces, 
that when they found Huffing would do no Good, they very fairly did as the military 
Man had done before them; they went their Way, and declared for Claudius. In the 
Interim, divers of the officious pick-thank Soldiers lay upon the Watch, with their 
Swords drawn, under the Walls, to difpatch them at their coming out; and they had 
been killed every Man of them, before Cacfar could have known any Thing of the 
Matter, if Agrippa had not given timely Notice to prevent it, telling Csefar plainly, 
that if he did not put a Check to the Licence of the Army; efpecially toward the No- 
bility, there would be nothing but cutting of Throats, in a fliort Time, and inftead 
of making him the Mafter of a glorious Empire, they would leave him only the 
Prince of a Defert. 

Claudius took Agrippa's Advice, and put the Soldiers in better Order, treated the 
Senators in his Camp with all Honour and Kindnefs; and then went out with them 
according to Cuftom, to offer Vows and Sacrifices for the Profperity of the Empire. 
He beftowed upon Agrippa, not only his Father's Kingdom in tire, but.thofe Places 
over and above that Auguftus had conferred upon Herod; as Trachonitis, and Auroni- 
tis, with a Command alfo that was called the Kingdom of Lyfanias; appointing the 
Particulars of this Grant to be notified by Proclamation to the People; and giving it 
likewife in Charge to the Senate, to have it cut in Brafs, and (tt up in the CapitoL 
He gave the Kingdom of Chalcis alfo to Herod, the Brother of Agrippa; who was be- 
come his Son-in law too, by matching him to Berenice his Daughter. 

Agrippa was now grown great in Wealth and Power, beyond all Thought or Ima- 
gination; and the Treafure that he got, he did not fquander away neither, upon Vani- 
ties or Trifles. His firft Enterprize was the walling in of Jerufalem; and if it had been 
carried on anfwcrable to the Beginning, the Romans would never have done any Good 

upon 
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upon it. But after a three Years Reign as King, he died at Csfarea^ and left the Work 
iU|fioi(hed> having governed three Years before, in the Quality of Tetrarch. He left 
Cnree Daughters that he had by Cypris; Berenice, Mariamne, and Drufilla; and one 
Son, whofe Name ^^s Agrippa. He was very young when his Father died ; fo that 
Claudius reduced the Kingdom into a Province, and made Cufpius Fadus Governor; 
after whom came Tiberius Alexander^ who^ making no Alteration in the Laws and 
Cuftoms of the Country, kept the People in Peace. A little after this, died Herod 
that governed in Chalcis^ and left by Berenice, the Daughter of his Brother, two Sons; 
Berenicianus, and Hyrcanus: And by Mariamne his former Wife, Ariftobulus. There 
Was another Brother Ariftobulus alfo that died a private Man, and left a Daughter whofe 
Name was Jotapa. Thefe, as we have faid before, were the Children of Ariftobulus, 
the Son of tierod. But Alexander and Ariftobulus were the Sons of Herod by Ma- 
riamne, whom the Father himfclf put to death. The Children of Alexander governed 
afterward in the greater Armenia. 

CHAP. XL 

Herod o/* Chalcis dies and' A^ni^^^t facceeds him. Cum^Lnus ficceeds Tibe- 
rius Alexander. ^ beaftly yfft ont upon the Jews ; and a horrible Up- 
roar upon it. Another Tumult occajioned by a Robbery, A Soldier tears 
and burns the Books of Mofes. The offender put to Death, A parrel 
hetTvixt the Jews of Galilee and thofe of Samaria ; with the Occajion of 
it. Jerufalem all in a Flame about if: The Rimi^leaders of thefe Outra- 
ges. Cumznus marches to their Relief The* Rabble rcafoned into their- 
JVits again. Ihe Countries infejied with Robber s\ and complain of them 
to Quadratus. The Rife of the Tumults charged upon the Samaritans, 
and the Confequences upon Cumanus. Quadratus goes to Jerufalem to 
be farther informed, Caefar gives Cumanus and the Samaritans an Hear- 
ing at Rome. He pajjfes Judgment agaitijl them^ and orders the Execution 
of it, Crefarj Bounties. Claudius diesy and Nero fiicceeds him. Nero, 
the worft, and the wcakcft of 'Princes, 

AF T E R the Death of Herod, that governed in Chalcis, Claudius introduced 
Agrippa the Son of Agrippa, into his Uncle's Kingdom: And Cumanus fuc- 
ceeded Tiberiu« Alexander in the Kingdom of Judaea. During the Time of his Ad» 
oiiniftration, the Jews fell into new andn^ievous Troubles. The P*ple being gather- 
ed together at Jerufalem in vaft Numbers to celebrate the Feaft of unleavened Bread, 
and a Band of Soldiers (landing at the Gate of the Temple (as it was cuftomary upon 
thefe Meetings), for Fear of Tumults* There was one Soldier among the reft that 
turned up his Back- Side naked in the Face of the Congregation, and made a beaftly 

Noifc 
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Noifc with it anfwcrabic to the Brutality of the Aftion. This put the whole Multitude 
into fuch a Rage, that they preflcd in Throngs up to Cumanus for Juftice upon the Sol- 
dier for that Affront: Andfome hot mutinous young Men, among the reft, made a di* 
re£t Brawl and Quarrel of it; falling on with hard Words and Stones, and flriking the 
Soldiers. Cumanus, for fear of further Mifchief by a popular Uproar, fent an Inforce- 
ment of frefh Men to fupporC the former. This put the Jews in fuch a Fright, that 
they (hifted for themfelvcs to get out of the Temple as foon as they could ; but the 
Pafiages were fo croudedand wedged up, that a Matter of ten thouland were trod and 
fqueezed to Death in the Prefs. This Encounter made it a difmal Feftival to the whole 
Nation: Tears and wringing of Hands in every Houfe; and not a Family but had a 
Share in the Mourning. 

This Calamity was fcarce over, but another followed upon the Back of it. One 
Stephen, a Domcftic of Caefar's, was travelling upon the High-way, with fome Houf- 
hold-Stuff of his Mafter's. He was fet upon near Bethoron, and robbed, by a Band 
of Thieves. Cumanus fent a Party to take up the People in the Neighbouring- Villages, 
and bring them to him bound ; making them anfwerable for not taking the High- 
wayman. While they were upon this Enquiry, a common Soldier, happening in the 
Search, to lay his Hands upon the Books of Mofes, tore them to Pieces, and threw 
them into the Fire. This brought the Jews together rn Throngs, as if their whole 
Country had been in a Flame, They all met in the fame Inftant, as if they had been 
moved by a Machine, and then in the Heat of a fuperftitious Zeal, they repaired im- 
mediately to Cumanus at Caefarea : Where they prcfTcd him with violent Importuni- 
ties, not to let that Wretch efcape unpuniflied, that had put fo audacious an Affront 
upon God and his Law. Cumanus found there was no quieting the People without 
lome Sort of Satisfadlion : So that he commanded the Soldier to be brought out, and 
put to Death in the Sight of the whole Field. And that put an End to the Tumult. 

There happened at the fame'Time an unfortunate Difference betwixt the Jews of 
Galilee and thofc of Samaria. There was a certain Jew of Galilee, pafling through a 
Village called Geman, in the great Plain of Samaria, that was there killed as he was 
going up to Jerufalem to worfliip at a folemn Feftival. The People of Galilee prefent- 
ly drew out a Body to Revenge themfelves of the Samaritans by Arms: The better Sort 
of them applying themfelves to Cumanus; and advifing him by all Means, before it 
went too far, to go over to Galilee; and upon a ftridt Inquiring into this Matter, to 
fee Juftice done upon the Murderers, Cumanus, it feems, had fomewhat elfe to do, 
and fo difmiflcd the Petitioners without Intering into the Caufe. The Story of this 
Outrage coming foon after to Jerufalem, put the whole Multitude into fuch a Flame, 
that they left the Bufinefs of the Day; and in a Confufion, without cither Officer or 
Order refolved to fall upon Samaria, in Spite of all their Officers could do to rcftraii 
them. The Heads, both of the Robbery and the Tumults, were Eleazer the Son of 
DinaDas, and Alexander ; who breaking into the Borders of Acrabatcna, burned all 
before them, and put Man, Woman, and Child to the Sword, 

Cumanus, upon the News of this Ravage, came with a Sebaftene Party of Horfc to 
the Relief of the Country ; took a great many of Eleazar's Followers, and cut off 

many 
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many more. As to the Remainder of this Rabble that made fuch Havock in Samaria, 
the great Officers, and the leading Men of Jerufalcm, went out in Sackcloth and 
Aflies after them; begging of them, and ufing all Arts and Arguments to make them 
quit their Defign. ^* Do not deftroy Jerufalem, they cryed, to be revenged of Samaria, 
** Have pity upon your Country, your Temple, your City, your Wives ; which are 
** in Truth all at Stake: And do not facrifice all that is dear to you in this World, to 
** be revenged of one poor Galilean." The Jews came at laft to themfelves again, and 
the Fit went off. 

There was about that Time notable Robbing and Stealing : (as Peace breeds Villai- 
ny.) The Countries were all over-run with Men of Prey : And upon the whole 
Matter, it was but the greater Thieves robbing the lefs. Numidius Quadratus being 
then Governor of Syria, feveral of the Heads of the Samaritans addreffed to him at 
Tyre, with a heavy Complaint againft the Robbers that infcfted their Country. There 
were divers of the Jewifti. Nobility then prefent, and there was Jonathan alfo, the Son 
of Ananusthe High-Prieft, Now this Jonathan baffled all Objections with turning 
the Blame upon the Samaritans, as the fird Authors of the Tumult, in the Death of 
the Galilean. He charged the Confequences alfo upon Cumanus, for want of doing 
Juftice in Time upon the Offender. 

Quadratus, when he had heard the Caufe, put off the further Confideration of it 
till he came into Judaea: Where he might have a more particular Information. He 
went after that to Caefarea, arid there caufed all thofe that Cumanus had taken alive, 
to be p\it to Death. Thence to Lydda, where he heard the Samaritans Caufe once 
over again, and cut off the Heads of eighteen principal Men of the Jews, that he 
certainly knew were dipped in the Tumults. As to the two High-Priefts, Jonathan 
- tnd Ananias, with Ananus the Son of Ananias,, and fome other Jews of the firft 
Quality, he fent them all to Caefar; bcfide fome noble Samaritans alfo. He ordered 
Cumanus, and Celcr the Tribune, away to Rome to anfwer for themfelves to Claudius. 
Things being thus fettled, he went forward from Lydda to Jerufalem ; where finding 
the People in the Middle of their Fcftival of unleavened Bread, all in Peace, he went 
back for Antioch. 

When Csfar had heard at Rome what Cumanus and the Samaritans had to fay for 
themfelves; (Agrippa being there too, a zealous Advocate for the Jews: And Cumanus 
had great Friends there alfo upon his own Account) he gave Sentence againft the Sa- 
maritans; condemning three of the beft of them to be beheaded; Cumanus to be ba- 
nifhed: Celer, the Tribune, to be fent bound to Jerufalem, and delivered to the Jews 
to fee the Sentence executed: His Body to be drawn through the City, and his Head 
to be ftruck off. He made Felix, the Brother of Pallas, Governor of Judaea, Samaria, 
Galilee and Pcrasa. He preferred Agrippa from the Kingdom of Chalcis to a greater 
Command. He gave him alfo the Province that had been Philip's; which was Tra- 
chonitis, Batansea, and Gaulanitis: Superadding to all thefe, the Kingdom of Lyfanias^ 
and the Tetrarchy that had been Varus's. 

When Claudius had reigned thirteen Years, eight Months, and twenty Days, he 

departed this Life, and left the Succeflion to Nero ; whom his Wife Agrippina had ar« 

Numb. 8. Q^ tiiicially 
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tificially introduced into the Government : Notwithftanding that he had at that Time 
a legitimate So;i, Britannicus, by his firft Wife Meffalinai and a Daughter 0£tavia, 
whom he married to Nero. He had alfo by Ml. Petina another Daughter, called 
Antonia. 

No Man ever made a worfe Ufe perhaps of the Advantages of a great Power and 
Fortune, than Nero did ; witnels the waftiine of his Hands in the Blood of his Bro- 
ther, his Wife, and his Mother ; and then the Profecution of that inhuman Cruelty 
toward his ncareft Relations j the Folly and Madnefs of turning a Prince into a Player, 
and fubjefting the imperial Dignity to the Buffooneries of the Stage. But thefc Stories 
are fo generally known already, and fo little to my Purpofe, that I (hall rather pals 
them over in Silence, and fo return to my Buiinefs. 



CHAP. XIL 

NeroV Grants and Commijfions. Felix defeats the Robbers^ and takes their 
Captain Trifoner. y4 new fort of cut Throats, called Sicarii. Jonathan 
the High'Trieft, the firft that fell by their Hands. The City in a Confu- 
fion at it. The Danger of Enthufiafts. A Magician /tr// vp for a Pro- 
phet, and marches at the Head of -^OyOoo Men toxvard Jerufaldn., Felix 
meets himy and gives him a total Overthrow. The Robbers fet up for abfolute 
Liberty. /I Tumult betwixt the Jews and the Syrians, about the'^Git^ 9f 
Caefaiea. 1 he Elders do all they can to pacify them. The Caaje at lafi 
comes to be heard before Ca^far. Feftus fucceeds Felix. 

TO come now to that Part of Nero's Hiftory that concerns the Jews. He gave 
Ariftobulus the Son of Herod the Government of the lefs Armenia, .and annexed 
four Cities more to the Territory of Agrippa : That is to fay, Abila, and Julits in 
Pcraea \ and in Galilee, Tarichee, and Tiberias, with their Dependencies. The Re- 
mainder of Judaea he gave to Felix; who no fooner had his Commiflion, but he made 
War upon the Robbers J took Eleazar their Captain, with feveral others, and fent them 
all bound to Rome; after they had haraflcd the Country at Pleafure for twenty Years 
together. In fine, what with the Thieves that were kept Prifoners, or put to Death, 
and the Country People that joined with them, the Number of the killed and taken 
was almoft incredible. 

So foon as the Land was well cleared of thefe Ruffians, up ftarted another Sort of 
cut Throats, under the Name of Sicarii; from Sica, the Weapon they ufcd. Now 
thefe People made no Difficulty of doing their Work even at Noon-Day, in the very 
Streets of Jerufalem, and in the Face of the Sun : Efpecially upon great Days, when 
the Town was croudcd with Pec^ple, Their Way was to carry fhort Daggers under 
their Coats; and mixing with the Multitude, privily to ftab their Enemies: And then 

as 
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us any Man fdl, who Co forward as Ihey themfelves to wonder at the Villany. This 
Pradtice went on a good while, not only without Difcovery, but the Adtors of it not 
fo much as fufpcfted. The firft Man that fell by thefe Aflaffins was Jonathan the High- 
Prieft : After which, not a Day paffed for a good while, without feveral Executions of 
the fame Kind, This fo ftartled the City, that the very Fear was in fome Rcfpcdt worfe 
than the Mifchief; for it was as dangerous to walk the Streets, as to be in a Battle. 
They fufpeifled every Man for an Enemy at a Diftancc ; and durft not truft their Friends 
when they came near them. And after all, this Watchfulnefs and Guard was not 
enough to fecure them: So bold and dextrous were thefe Bravo's in the Exercife of their 
ProfelTion. 

There was another fort of Mifcreants now that did yet more Mifchief with their 
Tongues than the other did with their Weapons. 'Tis True, they fpilt no Blood, but 
they dcftroycd more with their Dodtrines, than the other did with their Daggers^ and 
utterly corrupted the happy and the orderly State of the City. Thefe were Importers 
and Seducers, that under the Colour of Religion, fet Men a madding after ftrange 
Opinions and Innovations. They withdrew the People into Woods and Solitudes, upon 
Pretence that God had a Work in Hand to fet them at perfeft Liberty; and that he 
would reveal himfelf further to them by Tokens from Heaven that would give them aa 
infallible Aflbrance of it. Felix faw manifertly what they were a doing, and found it 
necf iTary to nip the Defign of a Rebellion in the Bud : So that he fent out a Body of 
Horfe and Foot after thefe Enthufiafts, and dcftroyed a great Number of their Difciples. 

This Plague was followed with that of an ^Egyptian Pretender, that fell heavier 
upon the Jews than the other. This iEgyptian was a MagiciaOf but pafled for a Prophet^ 
with about thirty thoufand Men at his Heels, that he had inveigled into his Congregation. 
He led them about by the Way of the Wildernefs, and fo to amount Olivet; propofing 
to march thence to Jerufalem; beat out the Roman Garrifon, and make himfelf Marter 
of the Place and Country : With his Friends and Guards about him all this while to 
aflift in the Enterprize. Felix, finding it to be a growing Evil, advanced up to the 
Egyptian with his Roman Legion«, and a confiderable Body of the Jews to join him. 
Felix gave him Battle, and totally defeated him ; the ^Egyptian himfelf, with fome few 
of his Followers, faving themfelves by Flight. There were great Nunibers of his Peo- 
ple killed ; others taken and put in Chains ; and the reft difperfed to their own Homes. 

It is with a diftempered Nation as in the Cafe of an ill Habit of Body, one Trou- 
ble is no fooner removed but another comes on. For the Magicians and the Robbers 
were now laying their Heads together, how they might fet up for ah/blute Liberty, 
and engage the Multitude in a Refolution to (hake off the Roman Yoke. This they 
attempted, both by Argument and Menace; threatening Death without Mercy for any 
Man to own that Juiifdidlion : Propofing to reduce thofe by Terror, that would other- 
wife fubjcdl themfelves to a voluntary Slavery. This Party difperfed itfelf all over the 
Country; plundering great Mens Houfes; cutting Throats, and burning wherever 
they came: So that Judaea was brought to the laft Extremity of Defperation with Dread 
and Trouble; the War growing every Day more cruel than other. 

There was at this Time another Tumult alfo that brake out about Cacfarea, upon a 

Qj5 Commotion 
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Commotion that was ftarted there betwixt the Jews and the Syrians living promifcu- 
oufly together. The Jews would have it to be their City; arguing that a Jew was 
the Founder of it, meaning King Herod. Their Competitors, could not deny a Jew 
to have been the Builder of it; but infifted upon it on the other hand, that it belong- 
ed to the Gentiles : For if it were the Jews City, they would never fulFcr Tcmplci 
and Statues, to be ere£t<:d in it. They fell into fuch Heats upon this Diipute, that they 
betook themfelves to their Arms ; and not a Day pafled but there was Mifchief done, 
more or lefs, betwixt the forward Men of the two Parties. The Elders did all that was 
poflible to be done by Authority and Advice, to quiet the Jews on the one hand, but 
they were wholly ungovernable ; and the Greeks, on the other hand, thought themfelves 
too good to truckle to the Jews. They were looked upon, it is true, to have more 
Wealth and Courage ; but the Greeks had a much greater Intcrcft in the Soldiery : For 
a great Pirt of the Roman Army being drawn out of Syria, they were the readier ta 
affia them, both as their Countrymen and Kindred. The Magiftrates and Officers did 
all that was to be done too, by the uttermoft Severity of Difcipline to qua(h the Tumult; 
as taking the incorrigible and obftinate into Cufto'ly; whipping and chaining them up, 
and the like. • But the exemplary Sufferings of fome wrought nothing upon the Spirits of 
others that were more hardened; nay, on the contrary, that which, they thought would 
have difcourag^d oi over-awed them, made them ftill worfe and worfe. 

Felix, at lad, when he faw nothing would bring them to Rea(bn> commanded the 
Faftion away out of the City by Proclamation, upon their uttermoti Peril, But divers 
flaying behind in eontempt/)f Authority, the Governor fcnt aPartv of Soldiers in among 
them that killed feveral of them and feized their Goods^ But the iSedition going on ftilK 
the Governor difpatched away Commiflioners to Nero; (fome of the principal Men of 
both Parties) to plead their Caufe before Caefar. Feftus fucceeded Felix, and fell very 
hard upon the Highwaymen that were mod troublefome to the Province; taking and kill^ 
ing a great many of the Thieves. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Alhmus Jiicceecis Feftus, A corrupt and tyrannical Qovernor. Albinus a 
lewd Many but nothing to GelTius Florus that came after him. Albinus 
and Florus compared. Ceftius Gallus Governor of Syria. A heavy Com- 
plaint to Gallus againft Florus. Florus does what he can to make the Jews 
rebel, Caefar j Decree in Favour cf the Coefarean Greeks. The Rife of 
the Jewifh l^'ar. 

ALBINUS fucceeded Feftus; but he did not govern like his Predeceflbr. He was 
a Man fo univeffally wicked, that there was no ill he ftood out at : As Corrup- 
tion, Avarice, Extortion, Opprcflion ; and this in all Cafes too, as well private as pub- 
lic: Bribery in civil Caufes ; Bribery again in perfonal s and the Nation fq^uecaed to Death 

under 
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under the Burden of arbitrary Tribute. Was any Man in the Hand of the Law for Ra- 
pine and Violence, either upon Convidion before the prcfent Magiftratc, or upon the 
Sentence of former Judges ? There needed but a Friend and a Piece of Money to fet him 
«t Liberty : And no Man was ever found guilty by this Governor, that had but Money* 
to make hind innocent and purchafe his Freedom. 

There was at this Time a Faftion at Jerufalem, that had, fet their Hearts upon a 
Change of Government 5 and thofe of the Party that had wherewithal, compounded v/ith 
•Albinus before-hand to be eafy to them in Cafe of a BroiL But there was a popular 
Mixture of Men alfo, that could not be quiet themfelves, fo long as the State was at 
Peace : And thcfe People were taken into the Intercft of Albinus. The Heads of this 
mutinous Medley had every one of them a Troop of good Fellows at his Heels, of his 
own Complexion, while the Governor himfelf was only the moft illuftrious Thief of the 
JBand ; with his Guards about him to do Execution at Pleafure upon thofe that were not 
in a Condition either for Refiftance or Defence. It came to this upon the Main, that the 
Lofcrs durd not open their Mouths to complain; and thofe that efcaped, were glad to 
give Part of what they had for the laving of the reft; and the Receivers themfelves worfe 
at laft than the Thieves. In fine, " There was no Faith left upon the Earth ,'' and the 
Multiplicity of Tyrants was evidently the Foundation oPa Slavery to come 

Thefe were the Manners, and this the Character of Albinus : But Gcffius Florus that 
came after him, was fuch a Foil to him, that the former looked like an Angel upon the 
Comparifon. Albinus indeed was falfe, but yet clofc and fecret in his Iniquities ; which 
had fomething like Modcfty in it : ButGeflius made an open Profeffion of his Lewdnefs; 
inibmuch that he valued himfelf upon the Merit of his Crime, and made it his 
Glory to declare himfelf a profeflcd Enemy to the whole Nation. He behaved him- 
felf in the Province, liker an Executioner, than a Governor j for he treated the whole 
Body of the People like common Criminals, without fctting any Bounds, either to his 
Rapine or to his Tyranny. He had neither Pity in him, nor Senfe of Honour; but mer- 
cilefs to the miferablc, and utterly void of Shame in Cafes fo foul, that Impudence itfelf 
would have bluftied at. No Man ever put Truth out of Countenance with Paradox and 
Impofture as this Man did : Neither did ever any Man find out fuch artificial Ways of 
Addrefs for the doing of Mifchief. The deftroying of a whole Nation, Man by Man, 
would not ferve his rum neither, without fweeping away whole Cities intire, and cutting 
off the Neck of the common Body of the People at a Blow. He gave fuch Liberty and 
Encouragement to Spoil and Pillage, that it fell little (hort of a Proclamation of Allow-- 
ance to all People to take what they could get; provided he might but go a Share in the 
Booty. And then for his Avarice, he drained the Province into fo ftarving a Degree of 
Poverty, that the Inhabitants left it, in eflTedl, a Dcfert, for Want of Bread to put in. 
their Mouths. 

Ceftius Gallus was at that Time ^Governor of 'Syria ; and in his Days there was not* 
a Jew that durft fo much as open his Mouth to him in a Complaint againfl: Florus. 
But however upon his coming, up to Jerufalem, upon ** the Feaft of unleavened Bread," 
the Multitude, to the Number of three hundred thoufand, made their Application to 
Gallus to take Pity of* a miferable People^ and deliver the Province out of the Hands of 

FJoruS; 
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Florus ; that Pe(l of a Governor. Florus was within hearing of this Ootrage ; but (b fitr 
from being moved, or out of Countenance at it, that he turned it all to Ridicule. Ceftias, 
in the mean Time, did what he could to pacify the People, by telling them that Florus 
(hould deal better with them for the future i and fo he went back again to Antiocb. 
Florus brought CTallus on-ward of his Way as far as CdDfarea; telling him a thou^od 
Flams and falfe Stories, as they paiTed : But, at the fame Time, cafting within himfelf 
the Necefllty of a War with the Jews, as the only Way to He undifcovered and bring 
himfelf off. In the Cafe of a Peace, the Jew?, he thought, would lay hold c^ fuch aa 
Opportunity to bring the Caufe before Csefar ; which would be dangerous : Whereas if 
he could but once work them to a Revolt, the greater Mifchief would take off the Envy 
of the lefs : And therefore he had no Way, he faw, but to force them by Degrees into t 
Rebellion in his own Defence* 

The Ca^farean Greeks had at this Time carried their Caufe againft the Jews before Ccfiir, 
and obtained a Decree in their Favour : Which Sentence gave a Rife to the Jewifh War. 
It bare Date the twelfth Year of Nero, and the fcvcnteenth of Agrippa, in the Month 
Artemifius. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Caefarea was the Occafion of the Jewifli War. The Jews affronted in their 
Synagogue. The Bribery and 'Perfidy of Florus. A mock Sacrifice. A 
violent Commotion. Jucundus endeavours to compofe ity but in vain. The 
Jews remove the Books of their Law. They petition for Relief and are 
ptmijhedfor it. Florus makes Matters worfe and worfe. The JevfsfaS 
heavily upon him for f> doing: But with the Face however of afeemin^ 
ReJpeB. Florus turns them of with Scorn. The barbarous 'Proceedings 
of Florus. The Sobriety and Moderation of the Jews. Florus the worfe 
for ^ood Advice. His bloody Orders and Executions. Several of the No- 
bility whipt and crucified. Six hundred and thirty Jews murdered by 
FlorusV Men in one Day. 

THE Tyranny of Florus was indeed a dangerous Temptation to a Rebellion : But 
the Jews flood firm againft that Provocation, and afterward it wis the Bafinefs 
of Caefarea that did the Work. 

There was a certain Greek had a Houfe in Caefarea, clofe upon the Place T»here the 
Jews had their Synagogue. They would fain have made a Purchafe of this Houfe, 
and treated with the Mafter feveral Times about it, offering him much more for it than 
it was worth : But fo far was he from complying with the Propofal, that out of pure 
Croflhcfs, inftead of giving them more Eafe, he fell to blocking of the Way in a Man- 
ncr quite up, by crouding fo many little Shops into the Paffage, that there was hardly 

Room 



BookIL The WARS of the JEWS. 119 

Room left for one finglc Body to get into the Synagogue. Upon this, feme of the 
hot young Men of the Jews went out prefently to the Workmen, and cautioned them 
not to go onj at their Peril. Florus countermanded that Prohibition : So that the Jews 
had nothing more to do than to try the Governor with a Sum of Money. Several ot 
their principal men met about it, and among the reft, one John, a Farmer of the King's 
Cuftoms ; who Conlradted with Florus for eight Talents to forbid the.Building. They 
delivered him the Money, and he promifed all Things fliould be done accordingly ; but 
immediately upon the Receipt of it, away goes he from Caefarea to Sebaftc, as if it 
had been on Purpofe to leave them at Liberty for an Uproar : As who (hould fay, 
eight Talents is the Price of an Opportunity for you to cut one another's Throats. 

The next Day, being the Jews Sabbath, when the People were altogether in the Sy- 
nagogue, a fpiteful Caefarean fct an earthen Vcfltl juft before the Door with a Sacrifice 
of Birds upon it. This contemptuous Mockery put the Jews out of all Government 
and Patience, they faid, to fee their Laws had. in Derifion, and the Place profaned. 
The mo'^e moderate and fubflantial Men of the Party, were for appealing to the Men 
of the Government for Juftice and Redrefs : But for the feditious hot brained 
young Fellows of the Fadlion, nothing would fatisfy them but Ribaldry and Rlows ; 
and the Caefarians, on the other hand, were as ready for the Encounter : The 
Story I told you of the Sacrifice, being purpofely dcfigned to draw on a Quarrel. And 
Here began the Adtion. 

Jucundus, a Captain of Horfe, and one that vias left to keep the Peace, coming i» 
juft upon this Nick of Time, ordered the earthen Veflcl (above-mentioned) to be taken 
away : And then applied himfclt toward the allaying of the Tumult. But the Jews 
finding Jucundus over-borne by the Caefareans, prefently took up the Books of iheir 
Law; and carried them off to Narbarta, a Province of that Name, fome fixty Furlongs 
from Caefarca. Twelve of their chief Men, with John the Publican, went to Florus 
at Sebafte; with a Complaint for what had pafled, and a Petition for Redrefs; not for- 
getting to let fall a Word by the by, (though very tenderly) of the eight Talents. Flo- 
rus caufed them immediately to be taken up and bound, for prefuming to remove their 
Law from Caefarea. ( That was the Pretence.) 

This Adlion of Florus's ftruck the Jews of Jerufilem with a Horror and Deteftatlon to 
the laft Degree : But they found it convenient for the prefent to keep it to themfclves. 
Florus went on all this while blowing the Coals : And for a further inflaming of the 
Quarrel, he fent in Caefar's Name for fcventeen Talents out of the Treafury, and for 
the Emperor's Service. This put the Jews in fuch a Confufion, that they ran up and 
down to the Temple and about like mad Men; crying out ?11 the Way upon Cacf&r,. 
Caefar, as Inud as they could roar, to be delivered from the inhuman Barbarities of Florus: 
Purfuing him with Clamours, Mockeries, and Maledictions of all Sorts. As there was 
one of the Mutineers had gotten an Alms-Ba(ket at his Back, and went about the 
Streets begging of broken Meat for the j^oor milcrable Florus in Derilion of him. But 
all thefe Taunts and Abufcs had no other Effcft upon him, than that they made his 
Avarice dill more fpiteful, as well as more infatiable. And then inftead of putting a 
Check to the firft Heat of the Sedition at Caefarea^ and removing the Caufes of the Tu- 
mult 
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mult as he ought to have done, both by Duty and Contradt; he takes his March with 
an Army of Horfe and Foot to Jerufalem, and makes the Power of Rome only fubfer- 
vient to his private Paflions and Lufts, either of Pride, Profit,^ or Revenge ; filling the 
Hearts of the People wherever he came, with Confufion and Terror. 

The Multitude however, after all Manner of Indignities caft upon them, put on the 
Countenance ftill of an officious Rcfped: in going out to receive him upon the Way, 
and preparing to entertain him with all Semblances of Honour and Efteem, ufual in 
fuch Cafes. While they were in this Difpofition, to give him a feemiJig Welcome into 
the City, Florus quite fpoiled the Compliment by fending Capito a Centurion to them 
with fifty Horfe to put a Stop to their Journey ; who delivered his Mcffage to them ia 
thefe Terms. '* I am to command you, fuys he, in the Name of Florus, to go your 
*^ Ways Home again : And to let you underftand that the Man you have made fo bold 
*' with, both in Earneft and in Jell, is not to be cajoled into a better Opinion of you 
** by a Parcel of fair and falfe Words. If you are in Truth, as you would be thought 
** to be. Men of Refolution and Courage ^ call that Man all thofe fcandalous and rc- 
'* proachful Names to his Face, that you did behind his Back: And aflert that Liberty 
" by your Arms, that you have made fuch a Noi(e with in your Clamours." What 
with this Rebuke, and the Soldiers breaking in upon the Multitude, the People ran 
fcveral Ways in a Fright, without Waiting for the Ceremony of fainting Florus, or of 
paying thofe Ofliccs to the Soldiers that are cuftomary in fuch Encounters. They 
went, in fine, every Man to his own Home; and betwixt Care and Fear, took not 
much Reft that Night. 

Florus lodged at this Time in the Palace, and the next Day he mounted the Tri- 
bunal ; the High-Pritft and the prime Men of the City being there prcfent. He palled 
bitter Reflections upon feme lewd and reviling Speeches that had been thrown out 
againft him ; demanding pofitivcly that the Authors of them fliould be found out and 
produced : Threatening withal, that he would take h^'s Revenge upon thofe that were 
there upon the Place, if they did not bring him the Guilty. The Jews made Anfwer, 
" That for the Body of the People, they were for Peace and Quiet : And for thofe 
•* that laflied out with their Tongues, they implored a Pardon for them. For it could 
" not be imagined, they faid, in fo v?.ft a Multitude of People ; but there muft needs 
** be fome ra(h and unexperienced Men in the Mixture. Neither was it poilible to 
** diftinguifh who were guilty, and who not: For even thofe that repented of what 
«* they had done, would not yet own the doing of it. And therefore they only ofiFered 
** it to Florus's Confideration, whether any Thing could be more for the Service of the 
" Roman Empire, than to confult the Safety of the People and City, by preferving 
'* them firm in their Allegiance to Caefar: And whether it might not be more advifeable 
** (in Cafe of the worft) to fpare fome few Criminals, for the Sake of a great many 
** Innocents, than to dcftroy fo great a Number of innocent Me^y^for the Sake of here 
*' and there one that was guilty." This Way of Reafoning blew up Florus into fuch a 
.Rage that he prefently ordered away the Soldiers to the great Market in the Upper Town, 
to rifle the Place, and kill all they met. When the Soldiers found themfelves fupported 
in their Claim to the Pillage by the concurring Authority of their Commander, they 

did 
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did not only execute their Order upon the Places and People they were fent to ; but nil 
Houfes were alike to them» and all the Inhabitants put to Death without Diltini^ion: 
As Well inofe they took \ipon their Flight, in By-ways, and fecret Paflages, as thole 
they found in their Houfes. No Booty, in (hort, came amifs to them. Several of the 
Nobility, that they leized and brought to Florus, were by his Order whipt and cruci- 
fied. The whole Number of the flain upon that Day, reckoning Women and Children 
into th->: Account (as the very Infants at the Breads of their Mothers did not cfcapc 
them) was fix hundred and thirty. the Calamity was grievous in itfclf, and yet worfe 
for the very Novelty of it: For it was never heard of before Florus's Time, that ever 
any of the Equcdrian Order were whipt like Slaves, and gibbetted: For though the 
Pcrions were by Extraction Jews, the Dignity WM yet Roman. 



CHAP. XV* 

"Berenice goes to Jerufalem to pay a Vow. The Manner oj ^irformhg that 
•T' ' Duty. She moves Florus in favour of the Jews. The 'People in a Rage 
againfi him. They come to themfelves again; and Florus is troubled at 
it. He proje3s a new Broil. Arguments for a Compliance, Florus'i 
'ProjeS Jttcceedsy in a terrible DeftruBion, He attempts the Cajlle, and 
is beaten off. He retires to the Palace. The Communication cut off be- 
twixt Fort-Antonia and the Temple. Florus gives over his Deftgn, and 
returns to Caefarca. 

AGRIPPA was a^ this Time gone to Alexandria upon a Vifit to Alexander; 
whom Nero had made Governor of i¥)gypt. His Sifter Berenice v^as then at 
Jerufalem, ahd in extreme Afflidtion for the barbarous Outrages that were pradifed 
there; infumuch, that (he fent feveral MeiTages to Florus by feme of her Horfe Officers 

'p%SkA Guards; Befeeching him earnellly to hold fam Hand, and fpill no more Blood. 

^ But Florus had no Senfe at all, either of th(\ Heinoufnefs o'frit^e Sin, or of the Honour 
of the Mcdiatrefs: His Hs-art was fct upon Lucre and Pillage, and he looked upon all 
Other Things (Berenice herfelf not excepted) with Contempt and Ncgledt. So that 
the Soldiers did not only go on, mafTacreing and cutting of Throats, before Berenice's 

• Facei b^t had moft certainly killed the Queen herfelf, if ihe had not made her Efcapc 
into the Palace; where (lie lay waking all that Night, with a Guard to look to her, 
for fear of a Surprife^^jThe Occafion of her coming to Jerufalem, was the paying of a 
Yow to Almighty GoH^Ar is ufual in Cafes of providential Deliverances from Si<;k- 

^oeflea and other, great Oangers- It is cuftomary for People under thofe Circumftances, 
to continue in Prayer for thirty Days before they facrihce; sbftaining from Wine, and 
ihaving the Hair. Bere|JE£.was now in. her diurnal Courfe of Devotion; and Aanding 

r ^bare-foot before the TrimUj^' there was £he interceding to Florus for the People, but 

Hi.\: Numb. 8. ^i^. ' R ' ' without 
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i/irithout any Succefs or RefpeA : Befide that, (he ran the Rifk of her Life for the Piety 
of the Office. This was the Sixteenth of the Month ArtemiHus. 

On the next Day, the People gathered together in the Market-Place (in the Upper 
Town) outrageouQy exclaiming againft the Murderers of their Friends that were IciUed 
there the Day before. But the main Strefs of their Rage and Ribaldry fell upon Florus^ 
The great Men and the High-Priefts were fo fenfible of the Danger of provoking him 
the fame Way over again, that they tore their Gaiments, and went about begging from 
Man to Man, not to talk at that Rate ; for the exaiperating of Florus was the Way to 
ruin them all. Upon this Application the Multitude was a little more compofed: partly 
out of Refpedt to the InterccfTors, and partly in Hope that the Goveraor's Spite was 
over. 

Florus was not at all pleafed to fee Things fo quiet again ; and therefore he bethought 
himfclf of a Contrivance how to create a new Broil. He fent for the High-Pricfts and 
fome of the chief Men of the Jews to come tb him, and then told them that there were 
Two Companies coming from Csefarea; and it would be a convincing Evidence of tho 
People's good Afifcdtion to the Government, if they would but go oar» aod mtec tbeoi 
Vpon the Way. The Thing being promiled and agreed upon, Florus gave it in Charge 
to the Centurions, that in Cafe the Jews greeted them witn any Shew of Compliment or 
Kefpeft upon their Meeting, they Ihould not pay them any Manner of Civility in Re- 
turn : And if but one crois Word or Look Ihould follow upon it, they ibouJJ bciake 
^heoifclves to their Arms. The High-Priefls got the People together into the Tcmplcp 
»nd there adjured them by all Means to go out and compliment the Romans upon the 
•Way; and to be fure to give them a fri<:ndly Salute^ for fear any thing (hould be ill 
taken. There were feveral ra(h Heads in the Croud againd it; and the reft of the Mul- 
titude, while the Slaughter of their Friends was yet trcQi in their Memory, were forward 
cno.ugh to Join in Opinion with the Incendiaries While this was in Agitation, in camo 
all the Prrefts and Levites, expofing the holy VtfTels, and other precious Ornaments of 
the Temple: The finging Men and Organifts with their muiical Inftruments^ addreffing 
themfelves to the People with earned Intreaties to preferve the Honour of .the Temple 
facred, without provoking the Romans by contumelious Affronts to the rifling of it. 
There were alfo divers of the High-Priefts with Afhes upon their Heads, their Breafts .. 
naked, and their Garments torn; applying themfelves to all the Men of Dignity, one by ' 
one in particular, and to all together in general, with repeated Importunities not to betray 
their Country for fb fmall a Matter, to thofe very People that gaped after the Ruin of 
it. ** For what, fay they, will the Romans be the t)etter for it, if you (hew the fame 
Refptft now that you have done formeily? And what will the Jews now be the bct« 
ter either for the Refufal of it? Nay, on the contrary, if you treat them with Ho- 
nour, and according to the Forms of good Manners, you will J^e Florus no Pietenco 
*• to trouble you; and it will tfFcdlually amount to a Redeemin^xf your Country from 
^ the Calamities that you have otherwife to fear. Tou are alio to confider the Difpro- 
*< portion betwixt the peaceable Majority of the Multitude, and a few fcattered Muts- 
«< neers; and that it is all the Reafon in the World, that the;jreater Part (bould over* 
rule the lefsj* This Way ok Difcourfe had fuch an Efimppon the People^ that b«- 
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twirt Authority, Argamcnt, and Menace, the fierccft Men of the Faftion were 
brought over to hear and to do Reafon. So foon as Things were brought to this Dif-* 
pofition, the Prieds and Princes of the People marched out to meet the Soldiers; and 
the Multitude in very good Order followed them. When the Jews were advanced 
within Diftance of exchanging a Ceremony, the Jews faluted them ^ith great Huma- 
Bity : But receiving no Return, the angry Part of them fell immediately to reviling 
Florus, as the Author and Contriver of all their Miferies. The Soldiers took the 
Hint, and in the fame Inftant fell upon the Jews with Clubs and Cudgels; put them 
into a Confufion, and upon the Purfuit trampled great Numbers of them under their Hor(es 
Feet; fo that upon the whole, betwixt thofe that died of Blows and Wounds: thofc 
that were Cfu(hed to Death in the Croud, or fmothered in the Gate by prefling who 
fiiould get out firft, and fo hindering one another, it was upon the main a miierablc 
Dc(lru4^on, and as frightful a Spedlacle, for what with Bniifes, Maims, and Sufibca* 
tionsi, the Bodies were fo disfigured, that one Friend did not know the Face of another, 
to give him decent Burial. In fine, the Enemy killed all they could come at: And 
the Thing they principally laboured was to get betwixt the Jews and the Gate of Be- 
zeth, being a Pals that led to the Caftle Antonia and the Temple. Florus, at the fame 
Time, made a Sally out of the Palace with what Troops he had; upon the Back of 
the Jews, in a Profped of forcing the Caftle: But upon the people's rallying tnd 
making Head againft him, his Dcfign failed him. For having now got Pbfleffion of 
the' Houfes, they annoyed the Romans to luch a Degree with Stones and Darts, from 
the Roofs, that the Enemy finding no Fence againft that Way of Attack, nor anjt 
Poflibility of breaking through the Multitudes of People that thronged up thofe narrow 
Streets, Florus was fain to retire with the Remainder of his Army to the Palace« 
The Jews being now in (bme Apprehenfion of Florus^s returning to the Aflault, and 
of his making an Attempt upon the Temple by the Way of the Fort Antonia> they 
went and cut down a certain Gallery of Communication betwixt the Fort and the Tem- 
ple: Which was fuch a Mortification to Florus, that finding his Project hopelefs, and 
Ois Avarice difappointed, (for the holy Treafure was all he aimed at) he gave over tho 
Enterprize. Upon this, he conferred with the High Prieft and the Senate; telling 
them that he was now leaving the City«, and ready to affign them what Garriibn they 
fliould thirk fit. I heir Anfwer was, in Regard that there were to be no Innovations, 
One Company would be fufficient; provided it might not be that which the People 
•llad had a Quarrel with already; for they were great Sufferers by them^ and lay under 
a Prejudice. Florus changed the Company, as they deiired, and went back with the 
feft of his Army to Caefarea. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Floras complains of the Jews to Ceftius, as Csefar j Enemies. Ceftius is 
better informedy and advijes upon it. Politianus pitched upon to manage 
the Inquiry. He confults Agrippa; and they arc both received with great 
RcJpcB. They jhew Politianus v)hat Havock Florus had Made; qnU the 
Loyalty of the Jews to other Governors. Politianus goes back to Ceftius, 
The Teople profs for a Complaint to Nero againft Florus. /I healim^ 
Speech of Agrippa V to the Jews, v^ Dijfuajive from Sedition. The 
Romans are Lords of the Univeife: As the A then ans, the Lacedaemo- 
nians, the Macedonians, 6^c. Agrippa touches upon the Coufcieme and 
Religion of theJVar. Ihe v)hole Body of the Jews is involved in one 
common Caufe. Agrippa brings the Teople to Jome Degree of Mode- 
ration. 

FLORUS was no fooner come to Caefarea, but he found out new Matter for the 
inflaming of a War, and fent ii in a Letter to Ceftius, [the Governor of Syria:] 
wherein he charged the Jews with a Revolt, which was fo impudent a Falfity, that 
the very Crimes he imputed to the Jews, he wi.s expreiHy guilty of himfelf. Now 
the Queen Berenice, and the Principals of Jcrufalem, were fo juft and candid in thi» 
Matter, as to give Ceftius tne Particulars of the whole Truth, and a punctual Account 
of Florus's Way of Adminiftration. Upon the Receipt of this Intimation, Ceftius 
prefently conferred with the great Men about him, what he were bcft to do. Some 
were for his marching with an Army out of Hand into Judasa, and to bring ihc 
Offenders to Jufticc, if the Report fliould be found to be true; or other wife, to en- 
courage them in their Loyalty, if they (hould appear to be falfcly accused* Now 
Ceftius himfclf was rather of Opinion for employing fome Pcrfon of Honour and 
Addrcfs before Hand, to learn out the Truth of Things, and then for giving him a 
faithful Information upon the whole Aflfair. The Man he pitched upon was Politianus, 
a Tribune; who, meeting King Agrippa near J imnia, in his Return from Alexandria, 
told him whence he came; who fent him; and what was his Bufincfs. There were at. 
that Time there, fcvcral High-Priefts of the Jews, Senators, and others of the firft 
Quality to pay their Duty to the King: They had no fooner pafled the firft Compli- 
ment of Relpedt in Courfe, but they launched out into a lamentable Remonftrance of 
the mifcrable State they were reduced to by the Inhumanities of Florus. Agrippa 
thought as they did; but it would not have ftood with his Dignity to blow the Coal : 
So that he rather turned the Inveftive artificially againlt the Jews, whom yet he pitied 
in his Heart; out of a Dcfire rather to reftrain and fweeten, than to exafperatc their 
Piiffions: For the kfs they might feem to lufFer, the Icfs Provocation could they pretend 
lo a Revenge'. They that had moft to lofe, and certainly moft Reafon to dcfire a Peace, 
could not but lake that gentle Reproach for a fingle Inftance of the King's Gocdnefs. 

The 
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The People of Jerufalem received Agrippa and Politianus^ upon the Way, fixty Fur- 
longs from the City, out of Refpcft, to attend them up to the Town; the Women all the 
while bitterly bewailing the Lofs of their murdered Hufbands; and the whole Multi* 
fade, after their Example, burfting out into Tears and Lamentations as by Confent : 
Some of them imploring Agrippa in Gcnerofity to take^ Pity of the Nation ; and others 
b«*gging of Politianus but to go into the City, and fee what Havock Florus had made 
there. Upon this, they took him into the Market-Place, and (hewed him how every 
Tning was abandoned there and forlorn, and the Houfes all in RubbiQi. They preva led 
with Politianus after this, by the Means of Agrippa, to take the Tour of the City as far 
as the Pool of Siloah, and only one Servant along with him; where he fhouid fee 
with his own Eyes how obedient the Jews were to all other Romans in Authority: 
Biit for the horrid Cruellies of Florus, they were utterly intolerable. When he had 
taken a View of the City, and informed himfelf fufficienily in the loyal Dilpofiiions 
of the Jews, he called the People together, and went up to the* Temple ; Where he 
entered into a declamatory Commendation of their approved Fidelity to the Romans ; 
and then, after iaiarging himfctf in Exhortations and good Counfels, upon the Subject 
of the common Peace, he gave God Praifes and Thanklgiving, with all Veneration for 
bis holy Religion, in P.ace and Manner according to the Law; and lb went back to 
Ccflius. 

Politianus had no (boner turned his Back, but the Multitude immediately addrcfTed 
themfelves to the King of the High-Priefts, prcffing for Leave to fend Ambafladors to 
Nero with a Complaint againfl Florus : •* For if we (faid they) (hould fit ftill, with- 
•* out bringing fo bloody an Outrage to an Examination, and putting the Authors of 
*• it to the Tell, it would look as if we ourfclves were the Criminals, and durft not 
•* abide the Tryal." It was clear on the one Hand, that it would be dangerous for 
Agrippa to refufe them this Liberty ; and it had, at the Tame Time, the Face of an 
invidious Profecutor on the other, to turn loolc the Multitude againft their Governor 
by fuch an Invedive, under the Name of an Embafly. So that Agrippa, finding him- 
ielf divided betwixt the bold and martial Humour of the Romans, and the Hazard of 
transporting the Jews into a Tumult, called an Aflembly to meet in a great Gallery; 
and after the placing of his Sifter Berenice upon a Chair of State, in the Almonccan Pa- 
lace, which overlooks that Gallery from the upper Part of the Town (the Temple and 
the Gallery being joined by a bridge) he fpake to the People after this Manner: 

** If I found you now under any fort of Difpofition to make War upon the Romans, 
** as I am at this Time cleaily convinced of the contrary, and that the greater Part of 
^« your Profeffion arc Men of Peace and Order, I (liould have faved both you and my- 
^* fcif this Trouble. For what would any Application or Advice of mine fignity to a 
•* Body of Men that labour under an incurable Prejudice? But in Regard that lome 
*^ People are purely unquiet for want of an experimental Knowlctjge, of the Miferies 
«* of Wic: Some out of a vain and inconfiderate Hope of Liberty; others out of Ava- 
*• rice, for the Advantage of the Booty, and making Profit to themfelves out of a gene- 
•* ral Confufion : In regard, 1 fay, of thefe Corruptions and Miftakes, I have now 
^ thought fit to call you together; and to tell you what I think convenient to he done 

«» under 
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<< under youc Circumftances, in order to the redifying of your Errors, and Co present 
*' the Ruin of a duciful Majority by the intemperate Heats o( a few defperate Libertines. 
** Ail I delire is only your Patience and Silence, and to be heard without Murmuring 
*^ and Noife, whether you like what I fay or not. As for thofe that are abandoned to 
^* the Spirit of Diforder and Confufion, and irrecoverably loil; they are ftill at Liberty 
** to go their own Way, let my Opinion be what it will. But it is tp no Purpole foe 
^' me to fpeak at all, unlefs I may be heard by thofe that deiire to hear me. 

'* I know very well that the Faults of Governors and the Bl flings of Liberty, are 
*^ two common Topics for Men of Art and Paflion to work upon. Now before I 
*^ enter upon the Diiquifition of what you yourfclves are, and the Furce you ^re pre« 
^* tending to encounter, I mufl, in the fird Place, divide two Points that you coofound^ 
** by taking them into one. If Revenge upon your OpprtiTors, (or let it be Juftice, 
*• if you Pleafc) be the Thing you coiiend for, what's the Meaning of ycur crying up 
*' Liberty at fuch an extravagant Rate? Or, if Subjcdiion be in itfrH fo intoler^blcn 
^* what's the Quarrel to your Governors ? For let them be the bcft natured People 
** under the Cope of Heaven, Subje(^on is but Subje<^ion dill; and fo Aill as fcaodiUoui 
*^ as it was before. 

*^ Take Things to Pieces now, and confider a little^ upon what Ground is it that 
*' you pretend to calumniate and cavil, and in what Manner you are to behave your- 
'^ felves, even if ycur Governors (hould be to blame. It is your Intercft, as well as 
*' your Duty, to fweeten Things with Offices of Tendernefs and Refpcdt, and not to 
'* treat your Superiors with Brawls and coarfe Language. When you make Things. 
^^ greater than they are, you provoke thofe that are over you to make Things woiie 
** than they would otherwife be: And to turn that Male-adminiftration that they were 
*• half a(bamed of before, into a bare-faced raging Tyranny. There is nothing tafcc*' 
*^ off the Edge of Opprtflion, like Patience: Rclignation is enough to put Perfecutioo 
•f out of Countenance, even let it be never lb violent and unjuft. 

'< Make it the Cafe now, that you are in Truth extremely abufed by the Romaa 
'^ Government, will you have this to be the A& prefcntly of all the Romans; nay, 
*• and of Caefar himfclf too? And there's your Quarrel. You cannot imagine that 
'< thofe Governors have it in their Commiilion to opprefs you ; or that Caefar himfclf 
** can look Ead and Wed, and fo thorough the four Quarters of the World all at « 
*< Time; when it is no eafy Matter for him to get a faithful Account at Rome, evea 
** of what is done here. How great a Madnefs is it then, to run the rifle of [o dan- 
** gerous a War for Tiifles; and in very Deed, for we know not what! Befijde that, 
'^ Ma ters may mend in Time; for Governors are neither immortal nor perpetual i but 
^V they take their lurns: And it is reasonable enough to hope, and to promife our- 
'• felves, that the next Comer will be better. Now when a War is once commencedy 
'' it is neither to be let fall, nor to be continued without miferahle Inconveniences. 
** As for thofe that fet up for Liberty, let them have a Care, in the firft Place, i\ot to 
^< run themfelves out of it; for the lad Slavery is always the uneafieft, and to avoid 
*• thai Yt kc muft be acknowledged a juft Cauie of War: For he that ib once a Subjed^ 
'< and then ffiUs oS, is rather a Aubbora Slave, than a generous A^vocatq ol Freedom. 
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«* If anything could have been done againft the might of the Ronyhs, why was 
•* it not done when Pompcy brakr in upon us ? But if your Forefathers and the Prin- 
•* ces of thofe Times, (though much your Superiors^ in Men, Money, and Conduit) 
•• were not able to ftand before fo inconfiderable a Detachment of their Power ; with 
•* what Face of Senfe can you pretend now at this Time of the Day, to bid Defiance to the 

whole Body of the Empire ? To fay nothing of the Obligation of an hereditary Al- 

legiance of fo long a Continuance, that hath defcended from your PredecefTors to 

their Pofterity. 

What do ye think of thofe brave and generous Athenians, that conteftcd for the 

Liberty of Greece, to the very Extremity of laying their country in Afhes ? Thofe 
•* People that brought down the proud Heart of the vain and infolent Xerxes : Put 
•*• him to Flight at Salamis 5 and having broken the whole Power of Afia, forced 
^« him to (hift for himfelf in a Cock-boat : That haughty Prince that turned the Sea 
'* into Land, and the Land into Sea, to make room for his Fleets and Armies; that 
•'* looked as if they would have fwallowed Europe : and yet the Nation that did all 
** this are now Suhjcdts to the Romans 1 and Greece receives Laws from Italy. 

*^ The Ca(e is the fame with the Lacedemonians too ; after all their famous Exploits 
.^* at 'Ihermopylae^ and Platea; and Agcfilaus's carrying their vidtiorious Arms into the 
** Heart of Afia. And yet at prtfcnt thefe Heroes own the fame Mafters ftill. 

*• To come now to the Macedonians, with their Philips and thfir Alexanders, ftill 
^* running in their Heads : A People that to this very Day propofe little Icfs to them- 

felvcs i*^an the Empire of the Univerfe: Has not Fortune reduced thefe People aWb 

to the fame Fate^ and of Conquerors made them Subjcfts? And Subjtds alfo to the 
^ fame Governors. I might reckon up a great many other Nations now, much more 
•* confiderablc than yourl'elves, that in the Vanity of an Ambitious Contention for Li- 
*• berty, have been forced to fubmit and to obey : And are you the only Men in the 
^ World do you think, that are too good to ferve the fovereign Lords of all other 
•{ People? Where's your Militia, or the Arms that you depend upon? Your Fleets to 
•* fcoure the Roman Seas? And where's your Treafure to anfwer the Expence of this 
^ Undertaking? You fancy an Egyptian or an Arabian War perhaps : But you proceed 
^* altogether upon falfe Meafures, without comparing the Difproportion betwixt yout 
'^ Ability and your Undertaking, and the Inequality betwixt a weak and a diforderly 
•» People, and the Stability of a formidable Empire. 'Tis a common Thing for you 
•• to be over-run and furprifed by your next Neighbours ; when at the fame Time the 
•< Romans carried the whole World before them. 

•• Nay, and the whole World would not content them neither j for though, they were 
•* pofllficd of the Courfe of the Euphrates to the Eaft> the Danube to the North; the 
•• Lybian Dcfert to the South, and as far as Cadiz to the Weft : Nothing would fcrve 
♦* them bat another World beyond the Ocean, and the carrying of their Arms into 
•« Britanny; which at that Time was looked upon as inacccfliblc. But what is it now 
*^ that you pretend to all this while? Would you be thought richer than the Gauls; 
*« hardier than the Germans, or wifer than the Greeks; or do you take yourfclves to 
^^ be bard enough for aU Mankind bcfidc? Upoa what Ground is it that you are thus 

bold 
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** bold and^confident againfl: the Romans? It will be faid perhaps that it is an uneaiy 
^^ and an irkfome Thing to ferve : But if it be fo to you> what muft it be to the 
** Grrcks ? who, over and above a large Extent of Territory, are looked upon as Mca, 
•* of the noblrft Extradlidh of any People under the Sun j and yet theie Men, g^cat 
** and able as they are, live in obedience to the Romans. And fo do the Macedonians 
** alfo; who have undoubtedly more Right to a Claim of Liberty than you can pretend to. 
•• Or what do you fay to the five hundred Cities of Afia that peaceably fubmii themfelves 
•* to a Conful, without any Guard or Garrifon to overawe them. To lay nothing of the 
*^ Henicchians; the Colchians; the Nations about the Bofphorus, and the Inhabitants of 
•' the Coafts of Pontus, and the Lake of Mseotis: People lo free in former Times, 
<^ that they never had fo much as a Mafter among themlelves; and yet three thoufaid 
*^ Romans were enough to keep them all in Subjcdtion: And forty Gallies fufficient to 
^^ preferve all thofe Seas in Peace and Obedience, which no Creature durft venture - 
** upon before. 

'< Had the Bithynians, Cappadocians, Pamphy1ians» Lydians, and CicilianSt nothing to 
*' fay for themfelves upon the Point of Liberty? For they are at prefent all Tributaries 
'^ and pay their Duties, without Soldiers to compel them. And how is it with the 
•' Thracians now in a large Country of feven Days Journey in Length, and five over; 
'* and much more rude, and more defenfible than yours: Being almoft impafiable for 
^* the bitter Frofts and deep Snows there; and yet a Guard of only two thoofand Ro- 
** mans kec^s them all in Order. And then for the Illyrians from beyond the Danube 

as far as Dalmatia, and fo likewife the Dacians : They are all under the Guard only 

of two Legions. Nay, the Dalmatians themfelves, after fo many Contefts for Liberty; 

fo many Bafiles in the Attempt, and fo many Rallies and Reinforcements afterwards, 

in Profccution of the fame Delign ; how quiet and eafy are they under the Command 

of one lingle Legion! 

" But after all this; if any Pretence whatfoever might juftify a Revolt, the Gauls, 
*^ of all Men living, have the greatcft Encouragement and Ttrmptation to do it, in the 
*' very Situation of their Country. For they ^rc naturally fortified; on the Eaft, with 
•• the Alps; the Rhine, on the North; the Pyrcnaean Mountains, on the South; and 
" on the Weft, with the Ocean But all thefe Advantages notwithftanding; three hun- 
^^ dred and fifteen Nations in the fame Intereft; an inexhauftible Source of all good 
** Things within themfelves both for Ufc and Commerce, not only for their own, but 
^* likewife for the common Benefit of Mankind; and yet we find thefe People under 
** the Roman Allegiance; and propounding no other Happincfs to themfelves than in 
•• that of their Maftcrs. And this Rcfignation does not anle from the Want of Courage, 
'* either natural or acquired; or from the Want of brave Examples in their Anceftors; 
^* who had ftood a Dilpute of eighty Years for the Maintenance of their Liberty; but 
" finding fo admirable a Concurrence of Fortune and Virtue in the Adlions of the Ro- 
** mans, the Ga ils were fo furprifed betwixt the Veneration they had for the one, and 
** their Dread of the other, that the Romans gained as much upon them by their 
*' Goodncfs as by their Arms; infomuch that at this Day, with only twelve hundred 
^ Men, they fccure almofl as many Cities in their Allegiance. 

" What 
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*« What was Spain the better now for their golden Mines, when they came to contend 
*' with the Romans for their Freedom ? Or I might inftance in Nations more remote 
«« from Rome, both by Sea and Land; as the Lufitanians and Cantabrians; where nei- 
** ther Valour, Djftance, nor Pofition, could warrant them againft the Power of Rome; 
** though bordering upon a Sea fo impetuous, that it is not to be fo much as named, 
•* or thoui/ht of, without Dread and Horror. And what fignified Herculcs*s Pillars, 
** or th€ Pyrcnaean Mountains; fo many warlike Nations in the Way, Diflance, or 
«* any other Difficulty, to the obflrudling of the Progrefs of their vidtorious Arms ? 
*' But they were reduced as well as the reft, and one fingle Legion ferved for a Guard 
upon them all. 

" I need not tell you that the Germans arc a populous Nation, and that their Coun- 
try is of a vaft Extent; the People ftrong, and big-limbed, their Courage anfwer- 
able to their Size and Stature, and firm to the very Contempt of Death itfelf. But 
Part of this, you are Eye-witncflcs of; for the Romans have Slaves of that Nation 
all over the Earth. In their Anger they are more outrageous than Brutes; and the 
Rhine is at this Day their Frontier. They have a Guard of eight Roman Legions 
upon them, that make Slaves of as many of them as they take, and the reft fave 
thcmfelvcs by Flight. 

" As for thofc that place fo much Confidence in the Walls of Jerufalem, they 
(hould do well to confidcr the Walls ot Britain, where the Inhabitants arefurrounded 
by the Sea, in a Kind of a new World, not much inferior to the other. They 
have made themfelves Mafters of this vad Ifland too, and adigned only four Legions 
for a Guard upon it. And what (hall we fay of the Parthians now ? A powerful 
and a warlike People, that have heretofore given Laws to fo many Nations themfelves. 
** What is the Meaning of fending the Flower of their Nobility for Hoftages to Rome, 
'* but a tacit Acknowledgment of Suhjcdtion under the Colour of Peace ? Are we the 
only Men in the World to make War upon the Empire, when all other Nations 
tremble under the Apprehenfion of their Arms ? 

** Pray call to mind the Fate of Carthage, a People that valued themfelves as 
Branches of the noHe Race of the Phoenicians, that had the Honour of the famous 
Hannibal for their Commander. What was the End of that brave People, but to 
fall under the conquering Arms of Scipio ? 

" But neither the Cyrenaeans, of the Lacedaemonian Race; nor the Marmaridans 
that flretched their Dominions as far as the parched Deftrts; nor the Syrtes, fo 
frightful to our Apprchenfions ; n«r the Nafamonians; nor the Moors; nor the 
numberlefs Multitude of the Numidians, were able to put any Check to the Roman 
Courage. They had reduced in fine the third Part of the World to their Subjection, 
fo large that the very Nations are hardly to be numbered, beginning from i the At- 
lantic Sea and the Pillars of Hercules, to the Red Sea, and comprizing all the 
^thiopia*8. All this they took by Arms, referving over and above to themfelves, a 
yearly Tribute of Corn, fufficient to maintain the People of Rome for eight Months, 
befide other Duties that they pay chearfully and readily, though there be but one 
Legion in Garrifon to raifc the Contribution. 
Numb. 9. S . •* But 
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•' But here is no Need of Recourfe to remote Examples for Proof of the uncontroul- 
•' able Power of Rome, when we may have Inftances fo much nearer Hand. As for 
*' the Purpofe ia Egypt: A Kingdom that (Iretches out as far as Ethiopia and Ara- 
^' bia- Felix ; contiguous to the Indies ; and an infinite Multitude of People in it» be- 
f* fide thofe of Alexandria : And yet this mighty populous Kingdom docs not think 
^' much to be rated by the Poll toward the Service of the State^ and as a Tributary to 
«' the Romans ; but frankly anfwers the Impofition, though not without fome Ground 
" plaufiblc enough to grumble at. \ 

*• How comes it now that Alexandria does not revolt too ? A ftrong, tk large, and an 
*« opulent City; thirty Furlongs in Length/ and ten in Breadth: Prodigioufly peopW 
«* and fortified round about it, either with defolatcd Deferts ; Seas wi^thout Ports; deep 
**• Rivers, or boggy Quagmires. But the fortune of Rome furmounted all thcfc Dif- 
•• ficulties : For two Legions in the City were enough to fccure the Peace of Egypt,. 
•« and to bridle the Macedonian Nobility. Now this City paid more Tribute in a 
**• Month that you do in a Year; and four Months Provifion in Cora for the People 
♦* jof Rofl^, bcfide Money. 

•* If this be the Cafe, what Deferts do you propound to repair to for Companions 
*• in your Undertaking ? For all the habitable Part of the World is ckarly againft you; 
♦« and in cflFc^, Romans 5 unlefs you flatter yourfelvcs with Hopes of Afiiflance from 
*« your Country-Men the Adiabenians on the other Side of the Euphrates. But fup- 
*• pofing now that they could be guilty of fo grofs an Ovcrfight as to engage in a War 

fo deiperate, upon fo unreafonable a Ground; the Parthians themfelves would never 

endure fuch a DKrepeA toward the Romans as muft inevitably end in aRupture^ by 
** countenancing a War againft them. So that you have no Retreat left but a Recourfe 
«' to God's Power (in Truth) againft his Providence; which is mod evidently fcen in 
«« the Advance, Eftablifhmcnt, and Protediion of the Roman Empire. 

«• Confidcr again the Confcience and Religion of the War, even if you yourfelves 
•* were the ftronger of the two. How can you pretend to difpenfe with the Violation 
** both of God's and of your own Laws; or to expeflb a Bleffing from Heaven in the 
*' very Aft of your Difobcdicnce? If you keep the Sabbath-Day as ftriftly-and reli- 
*• gioufly as you profefs, and as your Laws bind you to do; you will moft certainly be 
^* caught in the lame Snare over again that your PVedceeflbrs were hampered in by 
** Pompey heretofore : That is to fay, by taking Advantage of your Scruples, and 
** falling upon you on thofe Days when you dare not fo much as move a Hand to de- 
*' fend yourfelves. Now if you make no Confcience of breaking the Laws, in fight- 
*^ ing one Day as well as another, how do you fight for the maintaining of tbem, and 
*/ how can you look for any Favour from God in the deliberate Breach of his own 
^ Commandments I Who ever made War but in Hop r of Afliftance either from God 
^ or Man ? And when both fail, what can be the Confequence but a voluntary wilful 
*^ Slavery ? If this be your Refolution, what have you more to do but to lay violent 
•^ H*inds upon your Wives and Children, and to lay your glorious Country in A(hes ? 
*' The extravagant Madncfs of the A6tion will be fome Sort of Excufc for it : Bcfide 
«• that it will fave you the Dishonour of falling by the Hand of an Enemy. 

•* *TiS a high Point of Wifdom, my good Friends,^ and, upon my Word, a very 
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•^ ncceffary Point to forefec and to provide for a Storm while the Ship is yet in tho 
•* Harbour; and it is as dangerous on the other Hand^ to put off the Gonfideration 
«* of ii till th^ Temped is upon you, and then to ftand trembling, and at your Wits 
" End, which Way to turn yourfclves. As for thofe Calamities which* threaten us at 
*« Unawares, "and by Surprize; People that fall into them arc to be pitied; for there 
•* is no preventing x>f Evils not to be forcfeen : But for Men that run head-long into 
♦« vifible Hizaijdst they fall not only unlamented, but with Infamy alfo and Scandah 

«• Your Way of Proceeding in this Affair would almoft perfuade a Body that you 
^< are already agreed upon Terms whh the Romans, how they are to behave themfelVes 
^» in cafe of gaining ihcir Pf»int. That is to fay, with Tenderncfs and Moderation^ 
*• and not according to the Pradlicc of other Nations, with Fire and Sword; barritt)g[ 
•* your facred Cities; extirpating your whole Race, and deftroying every Man of j6Ug 
^ upon the Purfuit, that outlives the Dint of the Battle; for which Way can you fly^ 
*' but into the very Mouths of your Enemies ; who are either the SubjeCts of Rome 
«' already, or fuch as live in Fear of being quickly made fo. 

** And you are not to flatter yourfelves that this Calamity will ftop here neither^ 
^* but all the Jews upon the Face of the Earth are to exped your.F^ate; and the whole 
<< Univerfe will join as one Man, to the punifhing of this Rebellion. Tou will re- 
<^ member what I tell you now, when you (hall fee the Streets run Blood, to gratify 
*^ the impetuous Violences of a few turbulent and hot-headed Counfels. And theRo« 
'^ mans are not to be blamed at laft, for doing only that which Vou yourfclviea' h^€ 
** forced them to; and you are to confider, on the other Sidle, in C5afe they (hould fpare 
'^ you, what an Impiety you have to anfwer for, in the Abufc of fo much Humanity 
** and Good-nature. 

** Or if you have no longer any Senfc now of natural Tenderncfi for your Wives and 
«' Children, have at leaft fome Compaflion for your capital City, and the facfed Walls 
^* of it ; have mercy even upon the Temple, your Law, and the holy SanAuary; which 
«* you yourfelves are now about to dcftroy with your own Hands; for you are never to 
«* hope foi; Mercy again from the Romans, after fo ungrateful an Abufe of the Indul* 
«^ gencies you have formerly received from them. 

<* But to conclude, I do here call God and his holy Angels, and our whole Country^ 
^* and all that is facred, to witnefs : That for my own Part, I have done, v^hatever in 
** me lay toward your Preftrvation. If you will do as you ought to dcJj-'and follow. 
*' my Connfel, you may yet live in Peace : But if you go on in this defperate Way of 
" Tumult and Outrage, I will have no more to do with you." 

This Difcourfe of Agrippa was feconded fo effcdlually with the Teajs of his Sifter 
Berenice, who was there prefent, that they both wept, and the JPeople abated fome what 
of their Violence, and fell to Muttering one with another, that their Quarrel was not 
to the Romans ; but to Florus, for the Indignities he had put upon them. ** And 
«• yet," fays Agrippa, " you do the very tame Things that the profeflcd Enemies of 
•« Rome would do. Have you not broken down the Antonian Galleries ? And da you 
** not rcfufe Csfar his Tribute f Now if you would remove all Pretence of Jealoufyt 
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** you have no more to do then, without any farther Delay, but to pay the one, and to 
«« rebuild the other : For this is none cither of Florus's Fort or Tribune." 

The People were now coming to thcmfelves again, and very orderly waited upon 
the King and Berenice up to the Temple ; where they applied themfelves immediately 
to the re-edifying of the Galleries, and at the fame Timefent their Agents and Officers 
up and down the Province to gather up the Duty that was behind : Which was forth- 
with coUeded and paid in ; being thejuft Sum of forty Talents, which was the whole 
Arrear. 

The violent Rage of the Tumult being (bmewhat abated, Agrippar adviied the Multi- 
tude to fubmit to Florus for the Prefent, till Casfar Oiould fend them another Governor. 
This put the People in fuch a Flame, that they did not only give him infolent and re- 
viling Language ; but pelted him with Stones, and drove him out of the City. The 
King was fenfible of the Contempt, to the highefl Degree, and finding the Rabble fo 
infufierably bold and ungovernable, he fent feveral Men of Quality to Florus at Csfarea 
to make fuch Choice of them as he thought fiit,^ to lerve as Collectors for the wAole 
Province; and fo Agrippa departed. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

MuSsLdsL firpri/ed, and the Garrifon put to the Sword. The Jews rejeB the 
JRomans aiftomavy Sacrifices, Eleazar the Head oj the FaBion : y?nd 
this Refujal the Ground of the War. Men of the heft ^ality are for 
moderate Counfeh. The Impiety of the Trohibition. An Affront to Cajar 
himfelf. 'Prejidents and Reports in Favour of the T radices. They apply 
them/elves to Florus and Agrippa for Relief Agrippa fends Trvops to 

. Jerufalem. A IF ar begun in the City. ]A 'very great Staughier, The 
Feft ival Xylophoiisi. The Kind's Troops ivorjled. 7 he ration quits 
the upper Toivn, and lays all in Afies. Men of the beft polity creep 
into ^i^ and Vaults. Antonia taken by Affault. Manahem heads the 
Jerufalem Rebels A notable Stratagem defeated, 2 be Kings 'People 
get Leave to depart. 

SOON after this, there was a ftrong Party of the Faftion gotten by Stealth into 
MafHida, a Roman Garrifon: Where they furprifed the Soldiers; pat all the Ro- 
mans to the Sword, and a Guard of their own People into their Places. 

There happened at the fame Time, another Diforder alfo^ in the Temple at Jerufalem. 
One Eleazer, the Son of Ananias the High-Prieft, a dd'perate daring young Man, and 
a military Officer then in Command, preiTed fome of his Friends among the Priei><, not 
taceccive any Offering or Sacrifice but from the Nation of the Jews. Now this was the 

very 
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very Ground and Foundation of a War with the Romans : For upon this Indancc of 
Eleazafs, Cselar'a Sacrifices came to be rejeAed that were, offered up in Courfe for the 
Welfare of the People of Rome. The Higb-Pricfts, and the Men of the beft Qualify 
declared themfelves extremely unfatisfied with the Novelty of that Prohibition ; and with 
great Importunities defired the Continuance of fo pious a Cuftom as the Offering up of 
Prayers for Princes and Governors : But the Mutineers were flifF and inexorable ; de- 
pending upon the Strength of their Numbers;, for all that were for Innovations were on 
their Side ; Eleazar being looked upon more particularly as the Head of the Sedition, 
a Pcrfon (as I faid before) of Courage, and in Command. This OccaHon brought toge- 
ther the Princes, the High-Priefts, and the Pharif'-es of the firft Quality, to advife 
what was bcfl to be done upon the prcfcnt Juncture : For they faw manifcllly the mortal 
Confcquences that threatf:ned the City by this Tumult. They debated the Point, and 
came to this Rcfi)lution $ lo try what they were able to do toward pacifying the Minds 
of the People. In order to this Experiment, they called the People together in a Body 
before the brazen Gate, (as they called it) oii the luiide of the Temple to the Eailward : 
And there they began th^ir Difcourfe with Reflections upon the Rafhnefs of the Entcr- 
piize, and of involving their Country in fo den:ru(flive a War. From thence they pro- 
ceeded to the unrcafonable Ground of the Difpu^e, and the Injuftice of the Caufc : For fo 
far were their PredtccfTors, they faid,.from prohibiting or refuting Oblations from Strangers, 
(which would have been a wicked Thing) that they were, in lome fort, a Part of 
their Wor(hip : Their Prefents, as appears to this very Day, being prefcrved in the Tcm-* 
pie as Ornaments, and in Honour to the Memory of the Prefenters. 

But to be now provoking the Romans to a Dangerous War,, and to the Scandal, if 
not the Ruin, of Jerufalem itfelf 5 by fetting up New Methods of Religion (for this 
impious Interdidtion, to the excluding of all Sorts of People but Jews, from offering 
up Prayers and Oblations to God in his Holy Temple, imports no lefs) : This has the 
Face, I fay, of fo extravagant an Impulition, that the very Inhumanity of it were not 
to be excufed, even in the Cafe of any private Perfon : But to make it general, and^ 
carry it to the whole People of Rome ; and effedtually, to the excommunicating of Caefar 
hin>lelf, the Affront mud needs be unpardonable. But what if this Contempt (hould^ 
be turned upon us now, and we that refufe to oifcr up prayers and Oblations for orh'.r 
People, Ihould not be allowed the Liberty hereafter of worlhipping for ourfelves ? When 
the City ihall be left without all Manner ot Dicipline , all this we are to expect unlefs 
we. repent, and make Satisfailion before Caefar comes to the Knowledge of the unchari- 
table and fooIiO) Things we have done already. 

With thefc Words leveral of the beft read Men they had in the Jewifh Rites and 
Laws, flood forth with Precedents and Reports of the Prafticcs of forhier s ime.<, upon 
the Point in Qjcftion; who did all agree and declare, that their Ancellors never rcfufed 
the Receiving of Ohlations from Strangers. But the Innovators, whofe Bnlinefs was 
War not Peace^ g^^vc no heed to what they faid : Neither did the Levitcs fo much as 
(hew themfelves at the Altar ; being whoUv intent upon the War. 

When the Men of Quality found the Multitude t^o ilu)Pg for the Government, and 
ihemfelves thclikclieft Men to fdll iirll under the Lalb of the Rumens, they laid their Hf a^s 
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together^ ^ncl agreed upon fending Deputies with InftruAions to make Things eafier to 
thcni : Some to Florus ; and Simon, the Son of Ananias, the Chief of them : Others 
to Agrippa, the Principals bting Saul, Antipas and Cuftobarus : Whtch laft was a 
Kinfman of Agrippa's. Their iiufinefs was to follicit them both» to come with iumc 
Troops to Jerulalem to crufh the Rebellion in Time. 

This was the beft News in the World to Florus, that had a Mind to inflame the War, 
how calamitous foever in itfelf: As appeared by the Delay of his Anfwer to the DrputieSp 
on Purpofe to give the Rebels Opportunity to gather to a Mead. But Agrippa that was 
for the common Good, had a Mind to fave both Parties the beft he could; the Guiky 
as well as the Innocent; and by that Means to iecure the Jews to the Romans, and Je- 
rufalem to the Jews. But yet however finding his own Intereft at Stake too, he fcrnt 
two thoufand auxiliary Horle: That is to fay from Auranitis, Batanaca, and Trachonitis; 
with Darius in the Head of them, and Phillip the Son of Joachim their General. 

The Princes of the People, with the High-Pricfts, and all that were lor Peace, re- 
ceived theie Deputies into the Upper Town ; the lower Part and tl>e Temple, being 
already in the Hands of the Fadlion. They began a Skirmish with Darts and Stones, 
and fo to Bows and Arrows on both Sides, without Intermiffion : And now and thea 
upon Sallies and ExcurHons, they fought alio Hand to Hand. The Rebels feemed to be 
the more Daring ; but the King's Men underftood the Art of War the better of the 
two. The Thing they principally preflfed, was the Forcing of the Sacrilegious Faction 
out of the Temple ; while Eleazar and his Accomplices laboured as hard on the other 
Side to make themfclves Maftcrs of the Upper Town. The Difpute laftcd feven Days» 
without any Manner of Advance on either Hand, but with very great Slaughter on 
both Sides. 

The FcAival of Xylophoria (as they call it) now drawing on, which bad the Name 
from the Cuftom of carrying Wood to the Temple, to keep Fire all the Year long, 
they excluded the Rebels from their Worlhip. But while a Party of the Jews were 
abroad upon this Office, a Band of Cut-throats (known by the N^me of Sicarii, from 
the privy Daggers they wore) fell in among thefe People^ and fo improved the Advan- 
tage, that the King's Troops being overborne, both with Hardinefs and Number^ quit- 
ted the Upper Town ; and the Fadlion immediately took Pviffcffion of it. They brake^ 
after this, into the Houfc; of Ananias the High Pried, and burnt the Palace of Agrippa 
and Berenice, to Alhes : Propofing in the next Place, to fct Fire to the Offices of Re- 
cord ; and to deftroy both together, that Creditors might have nothing to (hew for their 
Money : Not doubting hy this Contrivance to draw over all the Beggars and Debtort 
into their Interefl ; and fo to turn the Squabble into a Diredt War uf the Poor 
againd the Rich," under the Colour of aflcrting their Liberties. The Keepers, in finOf 
that had thefe Papers and Securities in Charge, abandoned their Truft, and ihifted aw«j 
for themfelves: And both Records and Offices were all burnt. After this Maim to'thc 
Strength and Credit of the City, they apphed themfelves more particularly to the Pro« 
fecution of the War. 

In this deplorable Confufion, fevcral of the Nobility and HIgh-Priefts were forced to 
fly for their Safety into Sinks and Vaults i others got into the upper Palace among thd 
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King's lYoops^ bolting the Door after them, ^d making good the PalTage : Ananias the 
High-Prieft, Hezekias his Brother, and Agrippa's Deputies being of the Number. 

The Ftftion contented themfelves for the prefent with the Vii^ory they had gotten, 
and the Mifchief they had done: And Co lay Still a while and paufed upon it. But the 
Day following being the fifteenth of the Month Lous, they attacked the Cadle of An- 
tonia : And after two Days they carried it by Aflault j cut the whole Garrifon to Pieces, 
and burnt the Place : Paffing from thence to the Palace, where Agrippa*s Troops had 
taken SanAuary.. They divided themfelves into four Bodies, and atiemi»tcd the Under- 
mining of tne Walls ; but the Defendants were fain to keep clofe, as not being ftrong^ 
enough to venture a Sally. The Agreflbrs all this while plied their Works, and fcveral 
of the Fadtion, as well as the Sicarii, perilhed under the Walls. In fliort, they fought 
Day and Night without Refpite : The Fadtion, in hope of making the Defendants def- 
pe.ate by (Carving them; and the Defendants propounding to tire out the Fadtion with 
the Fatigue of a continual Duty. 

There was among theic Peophs one Manahera, the Son of Judas of Galilee ; a crafty 
Man, and an artificial Orator : This was he that formerly upbraidci thr Jews under 
Cyrenius, for protciling to wo'-fb'p one God, and yet at the lame Time owning the 
Romans for their Mailers. 1 his Manahem had a Defign upon Herod's Arftrnal at Maf<« 
fada ; fo he inveigled feveral Men of Quality into his Party ; took them along with him, 
and forced the Place; armed a Company of Vagabonds and beggarly Fello^asout of it; 
and with them lor his Guard, away he marched like a little King to Jerufalem; fets up 
for the Head of the Mutineers, and accordingly gives his Orders in Form for the carry-^ 
ing on the Siege of the Palace. 

The Thing they moft wanted was Machines > for there was no Working at the Foot 
of the Wall within View of an Enemy over their Heads to gall them from above: S6 
that they began to break Ground at a Diflance, and carried on a covered Way to the 
Foot of one of the Towers ; which they undermined at the Foundation, and then propt 
it up with Timbers to fupport the Weight- When they had finiftied the Work, they 
fct Fire to thofc Timbers^ and fo withdrew: And thofe Pillars being confumed, the 
Turret fell to the Ground. But the King's Troops were aware it leems of this Stratagem, 
and ran up another Wall immediately behind the Turret to make the Place good. This^ 
Diicovery, upon the Fall of one of the Towers, and when they reckoned their Work as 
good as done toot put the Befitgers into the greateil AAoniihment and Confufion imagi^ 
nable. But yet for all this^ the King's People in the Palace fent to Manahem, and the 
other Leaders of the Mif-rule that were with iiim, for Leave to depart : Which was* 
prefcntly granted ; but on^Iy to the King's People, and others of his Religion, who forth- 
with went their Way. 

This put the Romans quite out of Heart that ftaid behind ; for they were neither 
abfei to deal with fo vaft a Number, neither could they in Honour defcend to treat with 
Rebels: Bcfide the Hazard uf hing at the Mercy of Men that haci neither Honour nor 
Faith. In this Extreaiity they qaitrcd the Camp as not defenfiMe, and betook themf»:lve9 
to the King's Forts; as Hippon, Phafacl, and Mariamne. Manahem's People immedi- 
ately breaking in as faft as the Soldiers quitted; killing all they coulj Uy their Rands on,. 
Ikripping the Places of all the furniture, and in the Condufioa burning the C-^jcvxt^- 
Thia Adtioa bare Date the fixih of the Month Gorpiaeus. ^ v^ ^ n?:- 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

The Death of Ananias and Hezekiah, Manahcm, a mean fcandalous 
IFretch^ jets up for a Trince. He is ajfaulted in the Tempk. The >eu 
zurc afid Death of yidLTidih^viLi. 1 he two Tartics but two FaQions one 
againft the other. Mctilius, a Roman General^ treats upon Terms 
with Eleazer. 2 he Agreement ratified upon Oath and Articles. The 
ha^ barous Tcrfidy of Eleazer. The Trol gue to the Ruin of the Jews. 
A Sabbath-Day J Execution. 

ON the Day following^ Ananias^ the High-PrieR:, was taken up out of one of the 
Sinks about the Court, where he had hid hiinfelf, and his Brother Hcrzckiah with 
him I and both put to Death by fomc of the Sicarii. The Fadlion fct ftridt Guards alio 
about the Foris ; infomuch that none of the Soldiers could make their Efcapes. Now 
what with the ravaging of fo many fortified Places, and the Death of Ananias the 
High-Pricft, Manahtm was puffed up into fo vain and over-weaning a Conceit of him- 
fclf, that he became the moft inhuman and infupportable Tyrant upon the Face ef the 
Earth ; as if no Man living had the Spirit of Government but himfelf Thefe favagc 
Infbkncies gave Occafion to Eleazar, and fome few of his Confidents, lo enter into a 
Difcourfe one with another upon thi> Subjedl- *' It cannot be for Shame, fays one of 
^< them that any Man that has lifted up his Hand Againft the Romans in Vindication of 
*• his Liberty, (hall betray that Liberty again to a private Man; and truckle to fucht 
** Mafter too; as even if he were not unqualified for Government by his Cruelty, he 
•* were yet a Scandal lo the Function by the very Mcanneis of his Extradion. If there 
** be an abfolute Ncceflity of fetting up one Man above all the relt, Manahem certainly 
^* of all Mortals is not to be that Man." When they had talked themfelves into a 
Refolution, they went together in that Heat up to the T«mple: And there was Mana- 
hcm attending his Devotions, in the Pomp of a Prince, both for his Drefs and Traki, 
in his royal Robes, ard uith his armed Guards about him While he was priding 
himlclf there in a Huit of his Glory, fome of Eleazar's People made a violent AfT^ult 
upon his Perfon : which fet the People prefently a ftoning him, upon a Fancy that all 
would be well again if he were but gone. His Guards made a Shew of fome flight 
Rcliftance, till they faw that the whole Mutitude were againft him: And then every 
Man ftiified away the heft he could. They killed as many as they could take, and 
hunted out the reft -as far as was poflible. Some few got privately into MafTada; as 
Eleazar for one, the Son of Jairus, and Manahcm's near Kinlmen ; who afterwards 
exerciftd a tyrannical Government in that Place. As for Manahem himfelf. he was taken 
pitifully Sculking in a Place called Ophlas; dragged out of his hiding- Hole and expo- 
sed; milerably tortured, and then put to Death. His Deputies and Ailiftants were 
iet ved likewife after the fame Alanner, and Abfalom for one, who was the chief Pro- 
in 'tcr of the Tyrannv. 

The People ftruck in all this while with the Oppofer& of Manabeaif fancying to 
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themfelves (as I have hid already) tlVat' this ipbuli} ht a ready Way to the working of 
an Accommodation : Whereas that Party, in Truths was only an Anti-Fadtion to 
Manahem» that were fetting up for themfelves ; not fo much deiigning to fupprefs one 
Tyranny, as to ercdl. another. The Multitude were at this Time very earneft with the 
commanding Men of the Fa(£tioii not to bear fo hard upon the Romans ; but rather to 
jraifc the Siege and let them go : But the more they prelfcd it on the one Side, the 
more were they againft it on the other. When Metilius, the Roman General, and the 
People about hipi, had done all that was to be done for the Defence of the Pkce, and 
were now brought to the laft Extremity, they offered to capitukte with Eleazar, and to 
deliver it up with all that was in it, upon Condition only of Quarter for their Lives. 
The Terms were readily accepted, and Gorion the Son of Nicodemus ; Ananias, the 
Son of Saddaca. and J^das, the Son of Jonathas, were all three employed to ratify 
the Treaty upon Oath, and fo to fign and feal the Articles. So foon as the 
Agreement was confirmed, and the Formalities over, Metilius drew off his Soldiers 
without any Manner of Trouble or Interruption, or the lead Sufpicion of any ; fo long 
as the Romans were under their Arms. But when, according to Oath and CompaA, 
they came to deliver up their Swords and Shields, Eleazar*s Guards broke in upon them, 
feizcd them, and barbaroufly afTaflinated them, without either Refiftance or Suppli* 
cation on the Romans Part; or fo much as any other Reproach in their Mouths than 
the bare Syllables of OATHS and ARTICLES. Metilius, at laft, was the only 
Man that efcaped with his Life, and the only Man that begged it too; which was, 
towever, granted him upon a Promife of Judaizing, and fubmitting to be circumcifed. 
This Outrage was no mortal Blow yet to the Romans ; for what fignified^^be Loll 
'' of fo lAany Troops out of the v&ft Armies they were Mfeters of? But it was evliieittly 
a Prologue to the Deftrudion of the Jews. For here waff in Sight a War inevitah1<! j 
on a juft Ground too; and a City ([the principal in the Quarrg)) fo polluted with Per- 
fidy and Rebellion, that even if it (hoold efcape the Vengeance of Romans, divine 
JufHce would moft certainly find it out Never fo mournful^ fo univerfally fad, and fo 
defpairing a Face of Things ; and the innocent fo invol^fedio the Dread of the common 
Fate, as if chcy themfelves were to be anfwcrahle for the Guilty: And the Butchery 
was fo much the more affliAing and grievous, for being a Sabbath-Day's-^Execution : 
.Upon which Day^ we are not allowed to do any Work whatfoever, let it be never fo 
holy. 
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CHAP. :|ik. 
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Tiventy ihoujand Jevis majfacred at C^efarea, in one Day. florus finds 
others in Chains to the Gallics. A miferable Ravage made in Syriai and 

' thereabouts. The deplorabfe State 0/ Syria,' ^ Jews againfi ' Jc^s, Thir- 
teen thoujarid Jews put to death at ScythopoUs, SimonV Exploits: A 
* Numb. 9. . T MSk 
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Man of Force and Courage. Simon j Confejpon and Recantation. He 
puts his Father y Mother^ IVife^ and Children to Death with his own 
Handy and. finally himfelf rather than juhmit to the Enemy. 

UPON the very fame Day and Hour, as divine Providence voufd have it, there 
wae a MaiTacre of the Jews at Csfarea, to the Number of above twenty thou^ 
fand in one Day; and not a Jew left in thfe Town : For Floras picked up thofe few 
^hat fled, and fent them in Chains to the Gallies. This Butchery made the whole Na« 
tion Stairk^Mad : So the Jews divided into feveral Bodies, and difperfed themfelves. 
They began with fome Villages of Syria, and then laid wafle feveral of the bordering 
Cities : As Philadelphia, Gcbonitis, Geraffa, Pella, and Scythopolis. Afier this, they 
brake in upon Gadara, Hippon, and Gaulonitis ; la](ing fome Pfaces^ in Rubbi(h, and 
burning others : And fo they advanced to the Tyrian Cedafa, Ptolemais, Gaba, and 
Cafarea. They over- ran Scbafte alio and Afkalon, without any Oppofttion: And when 
' they had reduced thefe Places to Aflics, they deftroyed Anthedun^ and Gaza; they 
Hfied alfo, and laid wafte feveral Villages upon the Frontieis, and put to Death^ as 
many of the Men as they could catch. The Syrians, on the other Hand, made their 
lleprifals upon the Jews, not only in the vaft Numbers of them that were put to the 
$word; but the Perfecution extended to the very Inhabitants'of their Cities. And they 
did this partly out of an old Grudge they bare them, and in Part by Way of Prevcntioo,. 
10 the weakening of any Enemy. The State of Syria, was at this Time moft depio* 
fable j^ for. every City had cfFeftually two Armies in it, and no Way to prefervc either 
pf thfHl, but by deftroying U|g other. The Days wgre fpent ac^ally in Blood-fiied, 
^nd tlic viiionary Fears of ^ne, made the Nights yet more uneafy. The Syriiiis Pre- 
tence was only to remove the Jews: But then they were fo divided about others, whom 
they only fufpcfted to bfe Jewifli, that as they thought ^ hard to pijy^ them to Death only 
upon a Jealoufy ; fo they were afraid to let them alone> on the other Hand,, for* Fear 
tney fhould be Jews. *'|gpj^ 

There were fome again^wBP'^ moderate and good-natured Men before, were now 
become hard and cruel, out of 'mere Avarice, and the Hope of Lucre : For they rifled 
all they killed, and had the Booty for their Pains, as the Reward for their Virtue; re* 
■ puting him the braved Man that got moft by his Trade : For Robbery was called Vic- 
tory. It was a horrid Spedtacle to fee the Streets peftered with the d<^ Bodies of 
Men, Women, and Children, that lay there, not only unburied, but uncovered; and 
not fo much as a Rag over their Nakednefs. It v#s the fame Cafe with thc^eft of thfc 
Provinces too : Befide the dreadful JProfpeft of worfe yet to come. 

The Jews had hitherto made War only upon SirangeSrs; but drawing toward the 
Borders of Scythopolis, they found the very Jews of that Quarter their Enemies : So 
much did they prefer their Intereft and Convenience, before either King or Country. 
For the Scythopolitan Jews joined with the Inhabitants of Scythopolis againft: theolher 
Jews. But this Agreement was niianaged with fo much Heat, that the very Eagernefs 
treated a Jealoufy of their good Faith« For what^ faid they» if tkefe P^ple (hould 

- joi» 
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join again ft them with the other Jewsi furpri^e the Town in the Night, and then 
throw all at laft either upon a Revenge for their Sufferings, or the Neceffity of their 
Condition ? The Citi^ensr upon this Occadon, told the confederate Jews; that if they 
would prove themfelvcs to be Men of Integrity and Juftice towards Strangers^ they 
Ihould withdraw for the Prefent with their Families into a certain Grove there at Hand* 
This they did accordingly, and for the two next ©ays all was quiet at Scythopolis : 
But upon the third Night, their Scouts bringing them Intelligence how loofe they lay; 
fome fad aileep; others carelefs, and all off their Guard; the. Men of Scythopolis fell 
upon them in this Podure; cut them all off to the Number of thirteen thoufand; feized 
the Pill^e of their Camp, and fo went their Way. 

After this general Account, I muft not pafs over the Death of one Simon that peri(hed 
in this barbarous Adion. He was the Son of one Saul; a Perfon of Condition^ and a Man 
famous in his Time, as well for the Strength of his Body, as for the Greatnefs of his 
Mind : Both which Faculties he had employed in the Favour of the Scythopolitana, 
and to the wronging of his own Country. He did daily Executions upon feveral of the 
Jews living near that Place; and would frequently put whole Troops to the Rout: In- 
fomuch that his fingle Perfon was almoft equivalent to an Army. But, in the End, n 
Vengeance overtook him anfwerable to his Crime. For when he faw how the Jews 
were furrounde.d with the Scythopolitaos, and (luck with Arrows and Darts all over 
the Grove, Simon drew his SworcJ, and without ftriking a Blow (for it would have 
been to no Purpofe againft f|ich a Multitude) he addrefTed himfelf, with Outcries and 
Exclamations, to the Men oiF. Scythopolis. " How juftly am I punifhed here, fays he, 
«« for ide Ills I haie done,' and for purchafmg your Trul^ and Good-will with the 
^^ Livetof fo many qf my Fellow-^Citizens ? Why (hquld Strangers be tl^erjip mj& 
^^ than I have been to niy Friends and Country? But I atn now to die, and itlnH not 
^^ become a Man of Honour to fail by the Hand of an Enemy ; but rather to do Juftice 
«' upon himfelf: Which will b^ an End and a Puni(hm^n^^orthy of me, and agree-- 
«< able to the Reputation of a H^fio: That is to fav^|^^Kot put it into the Power 
<« of an Enemy to glory in my Ruijt, and to ^^'^^^mj^Bj^^^ ^7 Calamity." Upon 
the fpeaking of thefe Words, he 'took a View of nre^ite, his Children, his ancient 
Parents, and his whole Family that were then about hitp, with both Tendernefs an4 
Rage4h his Eyes. *•*' While he was thus gating as in Sufp<!nce, he took his Father by 
the Hair: fet Foot upon him, and fo ran him through. His Mother's Turn was next, 
and he killed her too ; who fcemed willing enough to receive the Stroke. After the 
Father and the Mother, he did Execution likewife upon his Wife, and his Sons; who 
appeared rather to meet the Weapon than to avoid it ; and by that Means they pre^ 
vented the Enemy. But wh«n he had put all his Kindred to Death, he piled them 
up; and then advancing himfelf upon their Bodies, he ftretched out his Right-Hand 
for all People to take Notice of it, and fo plunged the Sword into his own Bowels. 
This young Man, for the Force of his Body and the Fifmnefs of his Mind, deferves to 
be remembered with Companion : But whoever confiJers his Fidelity to Strangers, and 
his unnatural Inhumanity to his own Brethren, cannot but confcfs, that in the End he 
waa rewarded according to his \Yorks. 

T 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Several other Majfacres of the Jews. Agrippa takes a Jomney to Antioch, 

and leaves Varus his Deputy. Batanaea Jends feventy Deputies to folicit 

for a Garrifon. Varus cuts them all off upon the Way. Agrippa re- 

moves him from his Government. The Rebels make themjelves Majiers of 

Cypres. 7 he Romans deliver jtp Machaeras to the Jews. 

THIS Maflacre at Scythopolis was followed with feveral in other Places after that 
Example: 2500 in Afkalon ; 2000 in Ptolemais; a great Number of . the Jews 
put to Death at Trye; and more tied in Chains : In Hippon arfd Gadara, they cut off 
all that were ftirring and adtive, imprifoning the reft: And at this Rate they were dealt 
*with elfcwhere, in Proportion as they were hated or fcaftd. But in Antioch, SidoD, 
and'Apamia, they were fife and quiet in the Enjoyment of their Lives and Liberties: 
Whether it was that they were not ftrong enough to be dangerrus, or out of Com- 
panion to a People that did not feem to have any Defign upon the State, which feems 
to have been the more probable Opinion of the two. And fo for the G^rafenes, the 
Jews that had a Mind to ftay with them, might: And then for the reft, they gave them 
a fafe Conduft to the Borders, 

There fell out, at the fame Time, a vtry unhappy Bufinefs for the Jews in the King- 
dom of Agrippa. This Prince having Occafion to give Ccftius Gallus a Vifit at An- 
tioch, left one Varus, a Friend of his, and a Kinfman of King Sohemus's, toaiHuinifter 
in MLjftence. At that Time, the Province of Batanaea fent feventy of the beft Men 
they^Hd, fq| Wifdom and Quality, to dcfire the Favour of a Garrifon ; to the End 
that, in Cafe of any Commotion or Tumult, they nrlight be in Condition to fupprefs it. 
Varus prefently fends oi^^^Party of the King's Troops to cut them all ofE upon the 
Way. This he had th|^^^k|mce to do, not only without the Privity of King A- 
grippa, but much againl^^^HjjPg. It was his extreme Avarice, that tranfported 
him to this impious Outrage upon his Countrymen : And after fo flagitious a Begin- 
ning, he flopped at no Manner of Tyranny ot; Iniquity, but went on debauching the 
whole Kingdom. When Agrippa came to undcrftand, and to confider the Havock 
Varus had made, he was loth, for Sohemus's Sake, to put him to Death; but removed 
him immediately however from his Government. 

The Rebels, in the mean while, got Poflcflion of the Caftle of Cypros, upon the 
Frontier of Jericho; put the Garrifon to the Sword, and Hemoliflied the Place. At 
the fame Time, another great Body of Jews treated with the Romans in Machseras to 
deliver up the Garrifon : Who chufing rather to part with it by Agreement, thai> ftay 
to be beaten out of it, rendered upon Compofition. 



CHAP. 



BooklL The. W A R S of the J E W S 141 

CHAP. XXI. 

Tke Jews much iff Favour formerly with Alexander the Great ; and no lefs 
' afterwards with the Caefars. A dejperate Tumult in Alexandria betwixt 
the Jews and the Greeks ; and they had laid all in y^Jhes^ if Tiberius had 
not compofed it. Tiberius turns his /^rmy loofe upon them^ with a Com- 
mijfion to killj hurn^ and pillage at TPleaJure. Fifty thoufand Jews killed 
upo^ the Tlace^ and the reft heg their Lives. The implacable Rage oj the 
Alexandrians. 

TH E Natives cJlT Alexandria could never endure the Jews there, from the Days 
of Alexander the Great: Who in Acknowledgment of tlie St^rvices they had 
done him againft the Egyptians, made them free of the City \ granting them all Mm* 
neir of Privileges* in common with the Greeks themfelves : And thofe Privileges were 
continued to them by Alexander's Succcflbrs ; a peculiar Quarter being affigned them 
apart to themfelves; where they lived in a'Manner feqoeftered from the Convcrlation of 
other People: Being likewife entitled to the Honour of calling themfelves Macedonians. 
When -ffigypt came afterward to fall into the Hands of the Romans, the Jews had their 
t)ld Privileges ftill continued by Caefar and his Succefibrs; but the Jews and the Greeks 
'were perpetually Clafhing 'i A nd though they lufFercd Juftice on both Sides for their 
Mi (demeanours: All thiiJPVno other EfFcdt yet than to inflame the Sedition. 

Things were now at thTs Time extremely out of Order every where j but nothing yet 
to whatlh^y were at Alexandria. The Greeks being met in an AfTembly, abdntadl Em- 
bafly to Nero, upon fome extraordinary Occafion, there came rulhing iq|p thcflhipht- 
theatre a mixed Croud of Jews «nd Greeks. The Greeks fet up an Outcry, that the 
Jews w^ Enemies and Spies; and in the fame Inftan^^tpt at them in a Rage, and 
fell upon them. 'They took three of the ^ompamj^ivrfflpK reft got away : But thofe 
three they dragged along, with a Defign to burn tKen wve! This Commotion brought 
in the whole Body of the Jews to their Refcue : Who began with calling Siones at 
them at firft ; and after that, they ran with Flambeaux in their Hands up to the Am- 
phitheatre; threatening the whole Multitude tat burn them all to Afhes. This they 
nad certainly done, if Tiberius Alexander, the Governor of the City, had not a little 
pacified the Fury. And he did not go a violent Way to Work neither; but employed 
lome of the moft popular Men among themfelves, to try if they could bring them to 
Reafon by gentle Means and Perfuafion : Advifing ihem to ModeratK n» and to have a 
Care how they provoked the Roman Soldiers : The Jews all the while turning this 
/formal Gravity into Ridicule, and venting their Conceits and Reproaches upon Tiberius 
liimfelf. 

When Tiberius found that this Uproar was not to be laid without Mifchicf, he pre- 

Tcncly let loofe upon them two Roman Legions that were then in the City, and five 

;:tbouranJ Libyan Soldiers,^ that came by Providence in that Nick of Time to- plague 

the Mutineers^ Their Orders wre, not only to kill all Oppolers; but to ici^ their 

Goods 
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Goods alfoj pillage their Houfes, and then fet Fire to them. The word was no (boner 
given, but they marched away to a Quarter of the Town that is called Delta: (Where 
the Jews were then gotten together in a Body) and there put their Orders in Execu- 
tion to the utmoft Extremity. The Jews placed their bcft armed Men in the Front; 
who for a while made a ftout Refiftance : But upon the firft DifordtT, they were fcat- 
tered and cut to Pieces ; though, in the mean Time, it proved a bloody ViAory. 
Death and Dtftruftion, in fine, never appeared in (6 many fr.vcral Shapes : Fire, Sword, 
Pillage, without either Tcndernefs lor Infants, or Reverence for gray Hairs, or any 
Dillindlion of Age or Sex: And the whole Place flowing with Gore. There were 
fifty thoufand dead Bodies piled up in a Heap ; and the reft had gone the fafhe Way 
too, if their Stomachs had not been brought down to beg their Lives. Hereupon, 
Akxander, in Pity bad the Soldiers hold their Hands : Which they did at the firft 
Word, out of the Deference they paid to Order and Difcipline. But the Hatred of 
the Alexandrians was fo implacable, that they had much ado to take them oflT, c?cJi 
from infulting upon the very Carcafes. This happened at Alexandria. 



CHAP. XXIL 

T/je vaft Toiver of the Romans. The Country comes in to Ceftius, upon his, 

March to Pcolemais.- Agrippa yb/V^i him. Zabulon dejerted, plundered 

and burnt. Ceftius returns to Ptolemais. Two thoufand Stragglers of 

tl^ Syrians cut off by the Jews. Ceftius removes to Csefarea. Jpppa d^- 

jifoyed i •Many IVoman and Child. 

CESTIUS finding the Jews every were fo hateful, made his Advantage of it ki 
a vigorous Profecution of ihe War. He drew out his Troops and marched for 
Ptolemais. He took along with him • the twelfth Legion entire^ which he had at 
Antioch; two thoufand chofcn Men out of the other Legions, four Wings of Horfe; 
bcfivje the King's Auxiliaries: That is to fay, two thoufand Horfe, and three thoufand 
Foot of Antiochus's, armed all with Bows and Arrows; a thoufand Horfe, and three 
thoufand Foot of King Agrippa's; a Body of four thoufand Men of King Sohemus's: 
A third Part Horfe, and the Remainder of them-Foot, mod of them Archers. The 
People came trooping in to Ceftius, out of the Cities all the Way as he pafled to Pto- 
lemais: Not fo good Soldiers as his own, perhaps; but what they wanted in Condud 
and Experience, was fupplied with Ze^l to the Caufe, and Spile to the JeVs. 

Agrippa aflillcd Ceftius both with his Troops and Counfel, and fo the General 
marched away with Part of his Army to Zabulon, the ftrongeft City of Galilee, 
(otherwife called Andron) which divides Judaea from Ptolemais. When he came up 
to the Place, he found all Sorts of Provifi ns there in Abundance, but not one Man to 
be fcen in the Town; for the People were all fled up to the Mountains: Whereupon 
Ceftius gave his Soldiers the Pillage of the City. The Gentjral ftood in Admiration at 
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thrBonty and Curiofity of thefBuildingS} which were much after the Manner cf 
Tyr^^idoo» and Berytos : Bttf this, notwithftandingt he burilt^ and razed them to 
the Ground. Froai thence he • over-ran the whole poucitry» deftroying whatever fell 
in his* Way. When he had laid wade the Territory, and fet all the neighbouring 
Villages in aFlame, he left them in Afhes, and fo went back again to Ptolemais. The 
Syrians Hearts were fo fet upon the Booty, efpecially thofe of Berytus, that there was 
no getting them away; hut a great many of their Stragglers {laid behind. The Jejpi 
Ifook Courage upon the Retreat of Ceflius; and falling upon the Plundereirs by Sur** 
prize, cut them off to the Number of near tw« thoufand. ^ 

From Ptolemais, Ceftius removed t(^j|tsrarea, and from thence fent^ a Detachment 
out of his Army to Joppa, with OrdcJi^ to prcferve the Place, if they could quietly 
jet Poffcinon of it; hot in Cafe the Inhabitants fhould put themfelves in Poflure to 
defend it, they ihould then wait for the bringing, up the reft of the Army. The Ro«4 
mans, in fine, afiliuked the Place both by Sea and Land, and maftered it without 
much DiiBiculty. If or'' the People were fo far from attempting to difpute ^^by Force, 
that they had not Room left fo m\^ as for an Efcape : But they were all put to the 
Sword, Men, Womeny and Children i Mafters and Servants, without Diftindiion : 
The City plundered and burnt, and the Number of the Slain computed to be fome 
eight thoufand four hundred Perfons. They niade the like Havock with a Body of 
Horfe in the neighbouring Toparchy of Narbatane, near Caefarea : Where they laid 
the Country v<aftc»> put great Numbers of the Inhstbitants to the Sword, feized their 
Goods and Eftates, and buried their Cities in A(hes. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 

.j^ Caefcnnius Gallus cofhrnands in Galilee under Ceftius. Sepphoris and that 
Neighbourhooc^ Jide , with the Ifeomans. The Romans too hard for the 

; Free-Bootcrs upon even Terms. Gallus moves Jfom Galilee to Caefarea; 
dlid Ceftius v)ith the Arnv^ to Antipatris. Lydda burnt and deftroyed. 
Geftlus encamps v)ithin fifty Furlongs o/* Jerufalcm. The ]c\vs make A 
furious Sally upon the Sabbath-Day. Ceftius and his whole Army in 
Danger. The Jews put to a Retreat, The Romans draw off^ and the 
]€^n fall upon their Rear. 

CESTUI S fcnt the twelfth Legion alfo into Galilee, under the Command'^of 
Cefeimiu6 Gallus, with a Conjunction of as many other 'rtbops as he judged fuf- 
•'f^ firient for the fubduing of that Province. Sepphoris, which is the ftrongeft City they 
had, opened their Gates to him, and the reft of the Towns had the Wit to follow 
their Example: But foff the Mutineers and Free-bootern, they withdrew them ft Ives to 
^ 4k(t Mountam of Afamon that crdfies Galilee, and lies juJd oppofite to Sepphoris. 
i , Gallus 
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Gall us advanced upon them in their ow^ Poft; hiit^fo long as the vagabond l^arty 
kept the upper Ground, they were too hard for the Romans, and killed a. matter w 
two hundred of them upon the JBncountcr. But when the Romans caine to take 
Compafs, and by little and little to gam the Top of the Mountain^ and to deal with 
them upon everf Terms; the Fugitives were prcfently routed, tor «either were thcif 
ill-armed Men able to ftand the Shock; nor they that fled, to cfcape the Purfuit erf 
%; ^orfc. Some few there were that faved themfclves by creeping into Faftneflef 
and Crags; but there were upward of two thoufaBd'of them cut to Pieces. "^ 

■ ■ Gallus, finding by this Time that there was no more Occafion For him in Galilee, 
drew off his Troops to Csefarea; and Ccftius i||||fah the whole Army went to Antipatris. 
He was there given to underftand;.that a gfoM^dy of the Jcws^ was gotten into the 
~ "^ «Mlodee'tli 



Tower of Aphec, and fent a Party thither to«ilLod|(c;:'them J But the Jews not being 
in Condition to ftand the Attacic, left it to tbi^ocQahs^ whp rifled it; and then pat- 
ting Fire to all the adjoining Villages, bra&&]D an4 ^ent ihetr'^RTay. 
. Ceflius^moved from Antipatris to Lydda;^llm^ he found/«|i1y fifty Men in the 
City:. The reft were gone up to Jerufalem to theTicaft of Tab-^rnacles. He put that 
fifty to the Sword; burnt theJTown; and fo advaoced by tlfe. Way of Bethoron ta a 
certain Place called Gabaob^ fome fifty Furlongs froa)^ Jerufalem; and there he pitched 
his Camp. 

. The Jews finding now that the War was brought home to their own Door, laid 
afide the Stridlnefs of a FcflivaU and (lood to their Arms« They ^tekoned upon it 
that they had Men enough; aqd in that Confidence they fallied out upon the RomaDS« 
with hideous Clamours, and in a furious Confufion, without a^ Regard to Seventh-* 
Days-Scruples p (for it was now' their SaUbath, which among thdIjpKoft retigioufly 
obferved.) but the fame Rage -that made them forget the Confeience of the A6&^, 
proved an Advantage to them upon the Execution of their Extravagancies t For they 
ftaggered (he Romans upon the firif Charge; difordered their Front i and o^de -6 
furious an Imprefiion into their main Bod^, that if they had not been fuppo^Uid^ by ' 
a Stand of Foot that was yet entire, and a Party of Horfc that dfme in to thck Skic- 
jcour in the very critical Minute, Ccftius and his whole Army had been iiil^Diiiger 
to be loft. There fell five hundred and fifteeiiof thi^oman Soldiers in this Sk^Miufli: 
Four hundred of them 'Horfe, the reft Foot. There were killed upon the Place two 
and twenty of the Jews The two Cavaliers that fignalized themfelves in this Adioa 
to the highcft Degree, were Monobafus and Cenedaeua, two Rinfmen of Monobafos . 
the King of the Adiabenians.f. The next in Reputation to thefe two Worthies were 
Niger of Pcraea, and Silas the Babylonian, who went ov«r from King Agripp^^ whom 
he had formerly ferved, into the Intereft of the Jews. . 

• The Jews being now forced to a Retreat, made their Way back again into ^ City; 

while the Romans, dftwing off alfo to Bethoron, were preflcd upon the R^ by Gi- 

't>ras, the Son of Simon; who cut off fcveral of them; feized their Car riage^bM Bag-' 

gage tbat they found upon the Way; and fo went off with it to Jerufiilem. ^Ceftiut 

•contiatted three Days after this in the Field; for the Jews lay watching for bis Re- 
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move, upon the Hills that overlooked him: And if the Romans had but ftirred, 
the Enemy, in all Probability, would have fallen upon them. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

'Agripp^ propounds an u:4Iliance wifb the Bomans, a;/ci fends Botc2^us and 
Phoebus to manage the Treaty. The People rife upon it ; kill Phoebus, 
and Borcacus gets off wounded. Ceftius falls upon them^ and piirfides 
them to the IValls of Jcrufalcm, bringing the v)hole Army up to the City. 
He incamp's near the Palace ^ and the Gates are offered him; but he flips 
his Opportunity. 1 he Jews repair to the Defence of the IValls. The 
Romans repulftd upon feveral Affaults. An Invention to fecure the !P/- 
oneers. /I fecond grofs Overjight. Ceftius quits the Siege, and the Re- 
bels fall upon his Rear. A dreadful Blow tojhe Romans, v)ho are not 
in a Condition either t a fight or to fy, Ceftius had been lofty but that 
the Jews xvanted Day -light. The Romans fteal away to Bethoroi^ and 
are befet by this Jews. Ceftius faves himfelf by a Stratagem. The Jews 
purfuc them to Antipatris, and fo give over the CjStace. 

WHEN Agrippa faw how the Jews fwarmed every where about, upon the Hills 
and eminent Places, in fuch prodigious Nuinbersj he could not think the 
very Romans themfclves altogether fdfe within Reach of fo formidable an Enemy. So 
that he refolved to try, if there were any Good to be done upon them by fair Words; 
flattering himfelf that they might be reafoned perhaps into a better Underftanding one 
of another: Or however, if he could not perfectly reconcile them, he might poflibly 
be able to divide them, and abate fomething of the Rancour of the Quarrel. Agrip- 
pa, in Purfuance of this Refolbtion, fent two of his Friends and Officers, Borcoeus 
and Phoebus, who were Men of a known Fame and Integrity, to ofl:er them a League 
of Alliance with the People of Rome, with an AfTurance of Pardon and Indemnity 
for all that was paft; upon Condition only of taking up other ThoughtG, and laying 
down Arms. The Fadlion, upon the bearing of this Propofal, were fo defperately 
afraid of the People's goin^over to Agrippa, in Hope of this Amncfty, that they re- 
folved to take off the Heads of the Ambafladors. They killed Phoebus before he 
could fo much as open his Mouth. Bore ceus was wounded and got off: But the Mul- 
titude were fo enraged at the Bafenels of fo wicked an Action, that they forced the 
Mutineers with Stones and Cudgels into the Town. 

This inteftine Divifion gave Agrippa the faireft Opportunity in the World to break 

in upon the Fadtion: So that he advanced up to them with his whole Army, charged 

and routed them, following the Purfuit up to the very Walls of Jerufalcm: And then 

Numb. io. U marched 
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marched off again to a Place called Scopus, ibtxie ieven Furlongs from the City; and 
there he pitched his Camp: Wiure he lay three whole Days Hill and quiets with* 
out fo much as attempting any Thing upon the Place; hoping perchance, that, upon 
fecond Thoughts, the People within might come to themfelves again. He feirt mto 
the Neighbourhood indeed for Corn and Neccflarics, and that was all he did. 

On the fourth Day, being the thirtieth of the Month HypcrbcretaBis. he advanced 
with his whole Army in very good Order up to- the City: Where the Maltitijdc durft 
iiot fo much as wag, for fear of the Faftion : Nay, and the very Heads of the Sedi- 
tion were fo ftartlcd at the Roman Conduct and Difeipline in their March, that they 
tbcmfclves quitted the Skirts and Out- works of the City, and withdrew into the 
Temple. Ceftius took his Way by Bczetha: And in his Paflagc forward burnt Cisno- 
polis, and a Place called the Wood-market: Whence, advancing to the Upper Town, 
he pitched his Camp near the Palace. Now if he had but piifhed it to an Aff^ult 
upon that Nick of Time, how cafily might he have carried the Place, and put an End 
to the War! But Tyrannus and Prifcu<J, two of their Generals, and fevcral other 
great Officers, with the Help of Florus's Money, diverted him from his Purpofc: 
And this falfe Step proved the abfolute Ruin of the Jews, and the Source of all tbe 
Calamities that afterward befel them. 

Under thefe Circumftances, Ananus the Son of Jonatbas, and diveris of the princi- 
pal JejK^s, called out to Ceflius, and offered to open him the Gates ; but he delayed his 
Refolutipn fo long, whether out of Indignation, or of Diffidence, that the Plot was 
difcovered, and Ananus with his Companions forced, by Stones from the Walls, to fly 
for Sandluary to their own Houfes. 

The Jews difperfed themfelves upon this into the Turrets to the Defence of the 
Walls, which for five Days they made good againft the utmoft Efforts of thp Romans, 
though prefled with a moil impetuous Violence. On the fixth Day Ceftius, with the 
choiced of his Troops and Bowmen, gave an Aflault to the North-fide of the Tem- 
ple; but was fo bloodily galled with Shot and Stones from the Porch and Galleries, 
that the Romans were feveral Times forced, not only to fhrink and give way, but in 
the end diredlly beaten off. After thefe. Repulfes, the Romans at laft bethought them* 
felves of this Invention. The Front clapped their Bucklers clofc to the Wallj and fo 
covering their Heads and Shoulders with them, one after another, they joined them 
in Order, Buckler to Buckler, till all together they made a Cover like the Figure of a 
Tortoife; which being Proof againft all the Enemy's Darts and Arrows, the Romans 
were now at Liberty to fap, and work upon the Walls without any further Danger: 
And the next Thing they did, was to attempt the firing of the Temple Gates* This 
put the Fadlion into fuch an AftoniQiment,. that they gave all for loft; and a great 
many of them quitted the Town upon it. The honeft Party were as much elevated 
on the one hand, as the Rebels were caft down on the other; infomucb, that they 
called c#ut to open the Gates to Ceftius; whom they looked upon as their Friend and 
Prefervef. Thus far it went; and if the General had but kept up the Siege never (b 
little longer, the Town had certainly been their own; but God, in his juft Difplea-> 
liire, would not fuiFer this wicked and dreadful War to go ofifib. For Ceftius^ with- 
out 
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out ever heeding cither the good Dilpofition of the People in general, or thcDefpeiH* 
tion of the Rebels in the Town, by a kind of judicial Infatuation, drew off his Me» 
all on a fudden, even when their Hopes were at the faired: ; and fo, againft all JadiM 
fend Reafon, quitted the Siege. This unexpe£ted Departure of Ceftius put the Rc^ 
volters in fuch Heart again, that they fell upon his Rear, and cut off fcvcral of hfl 
People, both Horfe and Foot. He lodged that Night in a Camp that he had fortified 
at a Place called Scopus. The next Day he continued his March with the EnemjT 
ftill at the back of him, as upon a Purfuit, and killing him a great many Men. The 
Romans had thrown up a Trench with Pallifadocs on both Sides of the Way; where 
the JewS) with their Darts and Arrows, annoyed the Romans extremely in their 
March acrofs the Paflage, without any Revenge, or fo much as turning their Heads td 
look the Enemy in the Pace. This they did» as not being in Condition to fecure their 
Planks, partly out of an Apprehension of their mighty Numbers, and f>artiy for fear 
of breaking the Order of their March, being heavy armed themfelves, and the jews 
on the other hand light, and at Liberty for Excurfiens and Surprises upon any Occi- 
fion. Upon the whole Matter it was a terrible Blow to the Romans, and coft the 
Jews nothing. The WayS in fine were covered with dead and wounded Bodies upon 
this Retreat. Among the flain was Prifcus that commanded the fixth Legion; L6ii« 
ginus, the Tribune, and Amilitts Jucundus, a great Horfe Officer; befidc commoa 
Soldiers in abundance; but they got at laft, with the Lofs of their Baggage, to Ga« 
baoh, where they had encamped before. 

Ceftius was now at his Wits End, and took two Dayfe Time to confider what t« 
do next. Upon the third Day he found the Jews to be mightily incrtaf^d^ And thd 
whole Country up and down fwarming with them. He was fenlible by thi( Time that 
his Delay had not only hindered, but endangered him; and that the longer he ftaitt^ 
the Worfe; for his Enemies grew upon him. 

The General upon this ordered the Army to be forthwith difcharged of all Ineum-» 
branocs, for the Eafe ani Expedition of the March. The Mules, Afles, and othef 
Beads of Burthen he caufed to be all killed, faying only enough to carry Weapons 
and Machines, which he thought he might have further Occafion for; befide the Mif- 
chief of their being employed againd him, if ihey (hould fall into the Hands of the 
Enemy. This was the State and Pofture of the Army in their Advance to 3ethoron, 
and himfelf at the Head of them. The Jews gave them no manner of Iqternsption, 
fo long as they continued in an open Country; but when they came into hoUoUr.Ways 
and^ Defiles, they charged them Front and Rear to divide them from the Army, and 
to force them further into the Valley; the Jews in the mean Time, from the Rocks 
and the Craggs, pouring down their Shot upon the Heads of the Romans. While the 
Foot was in this miferable Diflrefs, and confidering which Way to turn themfelves, 
the Condition of the Horfe was much more defperate; for they could neither advance 
up to the Jews to attack them upon the Mountains, nor fecure themfelves againd 
them in the Vallics; neither could they keep tjieir Troops in Order againft that Shower 
of Arrows that was poured down among them. To fay nothing of thofe that periftied 
by Precipices and other Mifadventures. They were in fuch a ftrait, in fhort, that 

U 2 they 
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they could neither fight n6r fly; and in this defponding Extremity the Romans had 
Recourie to all the pafllonate Extravagancies of Tears, Groans^ and Oatcric8» that are 
ufualin fuch Cafes; while the Rocks and the Vallies rung on the other Side with 
Tranfports of Encouragement, Joy, Infolence, and Triumph. So it was in fine, that 
if the Jews had had Day-light, the whole Army of Ceftius had been totally deftroy« 
ed; but Night coniing on, the Romans made a Shift to fleal away to fiethoron; where 
the Jews immediately fecured all Paflfages thereabouts, Co cut of Cefti08*6 Retreat. 

When Ceftiqs found how he was befet, and the Impoflibility of Kis getting off la 
the l^ace of the Enemy, he bethought himfelf of a Stratagem to aflift him in his 
Efcape; that is to fay, he poded betwixt three and four hundred of his br^veft Men 
upon the Tops of the Houfes, with Orders to call out as loud as they could bawl, 
to the Watches and the Guards, like fo many Centinels, as if the Army were not as 
yet decamped. While this was a doing, Ccftius fhrunk away filently with the r^ft of 
his People, and marched a matter of thirty Furlongs that Night. But when the Jews 
came the next Morning to find the Place quitted, and the Groia of the Army with- 
drawo, they fell immediately upon the four hundred Romans that had .betrayed them 
into that Miftake, killed every Man of them, and then put themfelves qpon the Pur- 
fuit of Ceftius: But Geftius having gotten a long Night's March before them^ and 
loiing no Time the next Day neither to get off, there was no overtaking him. The 
Soldiers, however, fled in fuch Hafle and Confufion, that they dropt dl their Ma* 

jVchines, their Slings, and other Inftruments for Battery and Attac«» by the Way; 

* which the Jews took up, and made ufe of afterwards againft the Romaot. They fol- 
lowed the Chace as far as Antipatris: But finding that they were, got out of their 
Reach, they took Care of their Engines, flripped the dead, gathered their Booty to- 
gether, and fo returned to Jerufalem with Songs of Triumph in thejir Mouths for fo 
great a Vidtory with fo very little Lofs. There were killed of the ;Roapin$, bellvixt 
their own Troops and their Auxiliaries, four thoufand Foot, and three h^Mined eigjbty 
Horfe. This happened on the eighth Day of the Month J^ittS, and in ttie^tiriNtfth 
Year of Nero. 



CHAP. XXV. 

TJ^e Jews ^uit Jerufalem. Ccikiusfends Nero Word of theMtfcarrtage^ and 
lays the Blame upon Florus. A Con/piracy ^/Damafcus againft the Jows, 
Ten thoufand of their Throats cut in one Hour. The ]QVii fettle their Of 
fcers Civil and Military. Eleazer ingratiates himfelf with the People. 
Jofeph the Hiftorian Governor of both Galilees. His Principles ana In- 
clinations. His Method and Form of Government. A Council of Seven- 
ty. The defenfhle Cities to be walled in. The Roman Order and Lyifci- 
pline to be efiablifhed. Jofeph Mafter of an ylrmy to hu own ff^ifi. 

UPON 
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UPON this Difaftcr of Ccftius's, the moft confiderable of the Jews in Jerufalcrn 
quitted the City as a (inking Ship in ^ Storm. CoAobarus and Saul (two Bro- 
thers) and Phillip the Son of Jacimus^ formerly Agrippa's General, flipped away, and 
withdrei^ to Ceflins ; but Antipas, their Fellow-Prifoner in the Palace, fcorning to 
fove himfelf by Flight, was put to Death by the Fadtion. The Manner of it we Sail 
ffaew hereafter. Now Cefttus fent Saul and his Companions to Nero in Acbaia, with 
an Account of his Misfortunes; but cafting the Blame of the whole Milcarriage upon 
Florus. Ceftius went this Way to work, in hope of bringing himfelf off,?5flnd divert- 
ing the Storm upon the other. 

So foon as the News of this Defeat came to Damafcus, the Inhabitants entered into 
a Confederacy to deftroyall the Jewis of that Place, computing with themfelves, that 
if they could but take them together in the Baths, or fome other public Place, the 
Defign might be eaiily put in Execution. All their Fear was, left their Wives; who 
were moft of them Jewifti, fliould come to get Notice of it. The People, in 
fine, took their Opportunity, when the Jews were at fuch a Meeting, the Place nar- 
row, and themfelves Avithout Arms; and falling upon them, cut the Throats of. ten 
fhoufand of them in one Hour, without any Difficulty. ^^ 

. The Jews that gave Ceftius that terrible Overthrow, being by this Time come back 
to Jerufalem, made it their Bufinefs, both by fair Means and foul, to draw over as 
many of the Romans as they could engage into their Party. Upon this, they had a 
Meeting in the Temple about the Eledion of Officers for the Government of the War. 
So they declared Jofcph the Son of Gonon, and Ananas the High-Pricft, their Go* 
vernors in civil Matters and the Affairs of the City, recommending 4o their Care, in 
a more efpecial Manner, the rebuilding of theip Walls. As for Eleazar the Son of 
Simon, though he had in his PoiTeffion a tpiglfty Booty that was taken from the Ro- 
mtnsj a cobfid^Srable Sum of Money froiSi Ceftius, and Mafs of public Treafure ta 
great Vahlt* owTand above, they did not think fit yet to confer upon him any Commif- 
fion at all, looking opcNl him as a Man of an imperious and tyrannical Humour, and 
upon his Friends and Confidents alfo, rather as Guards than Companions. But fills', 
did not hinder Eleazar, however, from fcrewing himfelf by little and little intQTO^' 
AflFedions and Efteem of the People: And he fo far wrought upon them by popular 
Arts, Money, and Addrefs, that they thought no Man fo well qualified for a Gover- 
nor as himfelf. 

The Commanders that they fent into Idumaea, were Jefus the Son of Sapphas, one 
o£, the High-Priefts, and Eleazar the Son o^ the new High-Prieft; therewithal com- 
manding Niger, the prefent Governor of that Province, to obey their Orders, This 
Niger came from beyond Jordan, from whence he was called Peraites. 

They took the fame Care likewife elfewhere. As they fent Jofeph the Son of Si- 
mon to Jericho, ManefTes beyond the River, and John the Efl^ene to Thamna. And 
to thcfe were added Lydda, Joppa, and Emmaus, to be adminiftered in the Form of 
Toparchies. John the Son of Ananias was made Governor of Gophnitis and Acraba- 
tenc; and Jofeph the Son of Matthias, Governor of both the Galilces; cafting Gamala 
alfo into his Command, the ftrongeft Place in the whole Country. 

Thefe 
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Thefe Governors difcharged their Parts with Chtiarfulnefs and Prudentfe, cftrv Mat 
according to his QomnEiiflion. As for Jofeph, upon his coming into Oalilm, tfite firft 
Thing that he propofc^d to himlelt, was to malce fure of the Hearts of the. People: An 
Intereft which be kne.w» even in Cafe of the word, would atone for fimlllittftaket. 
He confidered farther^ that the certain Way to make great Men bis Frienda* was to 
admit great M<:n into a Share of the Government; and that the Way then Co oblige 

the 
Seventy he committed 
the whole Government of Galilee, under fome few Reftridiqns. He difpofed of thefe 
feventy Jirages, feven into ifvery City» with a Commiflion to hear and determine all 
cominon Caufes in fuch Manner and Form as he had prefcribed, referving to himfelf 
the Jodffment of capital Caufes and Matters of greater Importance. 

Th« Seventy being thus diflributed, and Affairs regulated at Home, Jofeph took 
alfo inffo Confideration what was to be done to fecure them from Abroad. He gave 
for granted, that the Romans would certainly break into Galilee ; and therefore took 
Care, in the firft Place, co wall in all the defenfible Cities, as' Jotapata, Ber&bee, Se- 
lanjtis, Pereccho, Japha, and Sigoh, Tarichee and Tiberias, with the Mountain Itabyr. 
He fortified alfo the Caves about the Lake of Genezareth, ia the Lower Galilee. And 
in the Upper Galilee, Petra, of the Achabariansi Seph, Jamnith, andMero: Scleucir, 
Soganes, and Gamala, in Gaulanitis. Only the Sepphorttes, being a wealthy and na- 
Virally a martial People, had Liberty to build their own Walls. John the Son of Levi, 
by Jofeph's O dgr, walled in Gifchala too. As to the reft of the Caftles, they vrere 
fortified by the Dirc6tion and Ailiftance of Jofeph himfelf. 
t' He got upward of a hundred thoufand M^fft out of Galilee, and furnifhed them all 
, with old Arms that he had picked up here and there.. He fell to bethink himfelf in 
-the next place of the mighty Power of Rome, and what it might be that made the 
Romans fo invincible; afcribing it in the Conclulion to their Obedience and Difcipline, 
But Precept muft give way to Neceffity ; and in regard that he had no Time at prefent 
to train his People up to the latter, he would at lead endeavour to inure them to the 
other. And no better Method could he think of, than the Roman Way ot multiplying 
Officers; dividing and fubdividing Offices of Command into feveral Subordinations^ one 
under another; and that was the Courfe he took. He had his Officers over tens, hun- 
dreds, thoufands : And all thefe fubj.^ed ftill to other Sup.riors. He taught tfaem 
the My fiery and Difcipline ot all Signals; the Points of War in the Voice of the. 
Trumpet ; to diflinguifh an Alarum, a Charge, a Retreat, and one Sounding 
from another ; the Manner of Fighting, and the Forms of Battles; the Order of bring«^ 
ing oflF or on; or feconding the Weak, or relieving the Wearied. He read LeAures to 
them upon the Virtues of Fortitude, both of Body and Mind: Arming antl fortifying 
them at the fame time againf): both Dangers and Fatigue. In all his Leflbns of War, 
he flill made ufe of the Roman Difcipline, as an Inftance of Authority and 'Ejtaonple. 
He told his Soldiers farther, that if they would have him hope well of thcftt upon the 
Point of Obedience in the Time of War, they (hould renounce all manner of un- 
lawfidh Violences^ Robberies, Fraud, Pilferings, and the like, beforeliaiid:' They 

(hould 
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Ihould do' Joftice to all Peopk without E)cccption; and not reckon any thing as a 
ffain l^lhemrclveSy that accrued from the Damage of a Neigbhour. How is it pofiible, 
toid biij^ il>r any War againft-Conicaence to profper^ when it is fure to have both God 
tod Man for declared Eocmies ! Jofcph went on with his Admonitions after this Man* 
licr, having gotten by this Time the Complement of an Army to his own With. 
He had fixty thoufand Foot, two hundred and fifty Horfe, and befide^^dntt^ four 
thoufand five hundrcfd Mercenaries^ which he much depended upon^ and w^^undred 
fcled men likewife for the Guard of his Pcrfon. "*Thefe Men were no grcaNUhargc 
to the Country; for all but the Mercenaries were maintained by the Cities : Who (lilt 
as they fent out one Half of them into the War, employed the other Half to provide 
Neceflariee for their Fellows; fo that one Part of them wrou|(ht for the othtr : And 
thofe that were in Arms, ferved for a Prote<^ion to their Purveyors. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

John of Giichala an extravagant Impoftor. His Chara&er. He makes 
Jofeph his Fi tend, and then abufes hts Kindnefs. He tampers the Rab- 
ble aga'tnft Jofcph. 7 he HonQur and 'Juftice of Jofeph. A jcandalous 
Uproar raijed aga'tnft him. Jofeph ftands all Trials with a wonderful 
^rejence of Mind. An artificial Infimiation of his to the Tarichaeans. 
Jofeph gains upon the Multitude. He is hard put to it i but brings him' 
J^lf off by a Wile. The Teople come about -f and this Difappoihtment . 
puts John upon other treacherous Tra&ices. Silas gives Jofcph Notice 
of this. Jofeph pofts away to Tiberias. John counterfeits- Sicknejk 
Jofcph fet upon J and efcapes narrowly. His Moderation. 7 his Trea- 
fon fet 5 all 'People againft John; and brings Galilee wholly over to Jo* 
ieph. Jofcph propofes Terms of Accommodation. The Condition^. aC' 
cepted and executed. Secret Tlots and T radices carried on againft Jo- 
fcph. Scpphqjis, Gamala, Gifchala, and Tiberias go over to the Enemy ^ 

WHILE JofcpK was in the Courfe of his Adminiftration in Galilee, (as yoit 
ha^e heard) there ftarte4 up an extravagant kind of Impodor. He came out 
of Gifchala t the Son of one Levi, and his Name John: A Fellow falfe and crafty to 
the highefl D^r^^; and £> poor formerly, that he had not wherewithal to be io wick- 
ed 9A he had a Mind to be : Never without a Lie in his Mouth : and he was as good 
M believing falfe Stories as at fpreading of them. Fraud pafled for a Virtue with him;, 
aind he would cozen his beft Friends to chocle. He was a great Pretender to Good- 
]iatttre» and moft unmercifully Ijfoody; where there was any thing to be gotten by it. 
Hiv. Ambition^ kid -fio Bound*: and- <he Foondatioh of his Hopes was laid in his 
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•Crimcsv He was fo naturally, addidted to Thievery; that he taught himfelf the 
Trade; fW he began fingle, and fo went on, gathering Companions by Degrees one 
-^' after ai)otker, till he came at l^ft to a Train of four hundred Men: la which Num- 
'. '*-t)cr there was neither a Coward, nor a Man that did not underftand' the Ufe of his . 
^^^ Arms; fo fcrupuloufly careful he was of his Choice, both for Body and Mind. Tht 
'" greateft ^rt of his Troop was drawn out of the Borders and Villages of th'ti Tyriiflf. 
\ With'thi^^ody of Men he laid Galilee wade, and put a great manj of thdi^ kd the 

> ^ Sword that had withdrawn upon the Apprehenfion of a War.' He had Fijc' gfesfer 
^^ Things yet in his Thought, and nothing hindered him, biit wafit of Aloney, ^fitini 
putting himfelf at the H^ifA of a formed Army. ,'.-:.. i 

When he found that Jf?xfcph had a good Opinion of him for a Man of IhjSblHry • 
and Buiinefs, he employed his Credit with him, in getting him to commit ine' Re- 
building of the Walls of Gifchala to his Care: Upon which Account he dre>iy^hV|ge 
Sums of Money in Contribution, from Men ot Subftance and Inflate. Ah3 'tSctt 
he had another Invention; which was in Truth his Mafter-Piecc, He got an Order 
- from Jofeph to all the Jews in Syria, forbidding them expreflly to fend any Oil out in- ': 
to the bordering Neighbourhood, but of the Compodtion of their own Nation. 
tlpon' this Prohibition, John engrofled the Oil, and fold it again at eight times the 
r* Value it coft him. Now this being a plentiful Year, and Galilee a great Oil Coan- 
^*fty, the Monopoly of getting .it all to himfelf, and fending fo much of it Abroad, 
»> where there was great Scarcity of it, brought an incredible Sum of Money Into his 
? * Coffers: Which Trcafure he converted afterwards to the Mifchief of his Benefiidi^r. 
; -And then computing within himfelf how fair be ftood for next'Governor in cafe Joteph 
/''ihould come to be removed, .he gave it in Charge to the Ruffians under his Command, 
'^' to barrafs and teize the Inhabitants ftill more and more; which wouldcithcr exaJTpcrate 
: ilfePepple into Pradlices upon his Perfon, if he oflfered to Control thems or elfc expofc 
bicfi to';A^ufations and Complaints,^ if he let them alone. For anlntrodiiftioi^ tohis 
Defign, he had already put it about, that Jofeph was in a Plot to betray the Province to 
the Romans: And a great deal of that Stuff more, that they mattered Wj^- .taward the 
inflaming of the Rabble againft Jofeph. '\\ -\.^' .»! ! 

. There was at that Time a parcel of young Men of Dabarith, that kepti^ptiaril. in the 
jgreat Plain: And as Ptolemy (King Agrippa's and Queen Berenice's Steward) was tra- 
velling that Way, thefc Sparks fet upon him; took away all his Boxes and Baggage, lo 
a great Value, in rich Robes and filvcr Plate, and fix hundred Pieces of^Gold, TTiis 
was a Prize not to be concealed, fo that they carried the Purchafc, whole as it was^ to 
Jofeph at Tarichc; who checked them for the Violence thty had offered tothe King's 
People, and ordered the Booty to be depofitcd in the Charge of one jEnras, an emi- 
nent Man in the City \ and to be forthcoming upon Demand. This Fuh^IjIIo of Ho^^ 
nour and Juftice had like, to have coft Jofeph his Life: For when . flic PilUpcrSi 
came to underftand thalt they were like to have no Share in the Prey tbernfelvcs, anAj 
giving for granted withal, that Jofeph refervcd it intire for the Kmg's Uic, (as in Tratli^ 
V he did) they ran raging up and done through all the ncighboming Cities atid Villages, 
frpm Pliucc to Place, with Clamours and Exclamadlbnsy that tjofeph had betrayed 
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them. This Outcry rSifed fuch an Uproar, that by Day-light next Morning, there was 
a Multitude of a hundred ihoufand People gotten togetncr, and fo to the Circus at Tari- 
chee, roaring againfl: Jofeph; fooic to have him dcpoCcd or ftoned; others were for burn- 
ing him as a Traitor; John, and Jcfus the Son ut Sapphas; who were at that lime 
Magiftrates of Tiberias, all this while encouraging the Tumult. Jofcph's Eriends and 
Guards were in fuch a Fright, upon this monftrous Rage and Concourfe of People, that 
they all abandoned him but four Pcrtons. He was at that Time fad afleep; and as they 
were jurt a fetting Fire to the Houfe, his four Friends waked him. Jofeph was ftill prc- 
fent to himfelf through all this Hurry; and not one Jot furprifed, either at the Number 
of his Enemies, or at the Defertion of his Friends : Hut frankly prefented himfelf to the 
View of the People, in Rags and A(hes ; his Hands behind him, and his Sword about 
his Neck. This generous Conftancy moved his Friends, and efpecially tho.fe of Tarichec, 
to the higheft Degree of Tcndernefs and Compaifion : But the brutith Multitude and the 
Borderers, that thought themfelves over- taxed, plied him with Curfes and Reproaches 
for his Treachery and Opprefiion : And calling upon him over and over to reftore the 
Money, j^nd confefs the Fa<5t. They gathered, in fine, from his Behaviour, that he 
was now in a Difpoiition to tell the Truth ; and by fo doing, in a fair Way to acquire 
both Pardon and Pity. Under thefe Circumftances, he could not do better, he thought, 
than to divide his Enemies, and fet them at Variance one with another. With this De- 
(ign in his Head, he promifed them a frank Confeflion of the whole Matter : So they 
gave him the Hearing; and what he faid was to this Effect *' It never could enter into 
^« my Thought (fays he) either to deliver up this Treafure to Agrippa, or to make any .;. 
«« Benefit of it to myfclf. No, no, good People; far be it from me to court the Friend- 
•* fliip of any Prince that is your Enemy : Or to propound the Reaping of any Advan- 
** tagc to your Prejudice. But (fays he to the Tarichaeans) confidering how naked your 
'< City looks without Walls, and how little able you yourfelves are to rebuild them: Aod^ 
*• then confidering again, how the People of Tiberias and fevcral other Cities have fet 
** their Hearts upon this Prize, I thought I could not do better than to refcrvc it for the 
" Railing of your Walls. If you are of the fame Mind, you are bound in Honour to 
«* juftify me in what I have done: But if otherwife, I am ready to lay all that I have 
** takeniO-your Feet, and to be difpofcd of at your Pleafure." 

The jpriclaeans were highly pleafcd with what he faid : The Tiberians as much the 
contrary; as appeared by their Calumnies, Menaces, and Reproaches: Infomuch that 
their Rage and Animofity was now fiercer than ever. For in the Heat of this Divifion, 
the People let fall their Joint-Quarrel to Jofeph; while the two Parties entered iiito as 
hot a Contefl the one with the other. 

When Jofeph found that he had got the Multitude on his Side (as there were near 
forty thcufind Tarichasans) he took the Liberty to itll them plainly how much they were 
to blame; and that for his Part, he was abfolutely for employing the ready Money they 
had, toward the fortifying of the Town. " Leave it to me, %s he, to take Care of 
«' the other Cities too, and to fee that you want nothing toward the Chargfc of this 
«« the Work: if you will but follow my Diiedion; and take it where it is to be haJ, 
« without falling foul upon him that provided it fur you." This looked fo fair, that Part 
Numb. 10. X ' ' of 
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of the Mutineers^ though uiicafy chough, withdrew upon h ; but at the &mc Time; 
ahoihcr Party of two thoufand armed Men advanced furioufly toward Jofeph; ^ho pre^ 
lently dipt into the Houfe, and made good the Paffagc; while the Rioters fiood preiliag 
and menating on the wrong Side of the Door, Jolcph was now put to his Wits once 
again for another Invention, and fo he went up Stairs to the Top of ttxr Houfe; and 
thence made a Sign to the People below for Silence : And when the Uproar was a little 
laid, he fpakc fomcwhat to thtm to this Purpofc. '* Good People, fays he, what you 
<< would have me to do I know not, neither is it pofiible for us to underftand one ano- 
•* thcr in this Confufion of Noifcs. But this I am fure of, that I am here ready to do 
** whatever you fli;ill command me, if you will but fend any Body to me, that wc n:>ay 
** difcourfe the Bufinefs temperately together.'* Upon this Propolal, fome ot the chief 
Magiftrates repaired to Joicph ; where they were prefcntly taken into the (IquA: ; the 
Doors fliut after them, and fo carried into a remote Q^iarterj where they uere torn with 
Rods, 'till their very Ribs and Guts were km. The Rabble thought the Time long 
enough to wait all this while at the Door for the IlVue of the Debate; imputing the 
Delay to fomc Difficulties in the Cafe : When all on a fuddcn, the Door« wcfe thrown 
open, and the Commiflioners difmifled all bloody as they were ; which ilrucK the People 
\vith fuch a Terror, that thofe that were highcit in their Menaces before, were (he firft 
How to cail down their Arms and fhift for themfelves. 

This Difappointmcnt went fo to the Heart of John, that it exafperated his Envy againft 
Jofeph ftill more and more, and put him upon other Practices. He counterfeited him- 
lelf lick, and defired Joleph's Leave to make ufe of the hot Waters at 1 iberias for bis 
Health. Jofeph, upon this, gave him recommendatory Letters to the Governors of the 
City, that they would be afliftant to him in what he wanted : Without the Icail Suf- 
picion of any Treachery that Way. He was no fooner poflcffed of the Advantages lie 
defircd, but within two Days he was tampering with fome, and corrupting others with 
Money and fair Words, to abandon Jofeph. This Practice coming to Silas's Ear, who 
had at that Time the Charge of the City, he fent Advice of it immediately to Jofeph : 
Who, upon the very Inftant of receiving the Letter (though late in the Night) baftened 
away for Tiberias, and got thither early the next Morning. All the People receiving 
him. with great Deference and Refpeft; lave only John, who fufpedled the Matter, and 
the Fadtion which he had debauched. But John however fent him a complimental £x« 
cufe by a Friend, for not doing himfelf the Honour to wait upon him, being at that 
Time fick in bed, and in no Condition to attend him. The People of Tiberias were 
now drawn together in the great Place by Joleph's Order, with an Intent to acquaint 
them with the Advice he had received. John got notice of it, and fent a Band of his 
Bravo's to deftroy him; but in the Inftant of their drawing their Swords (being plan- 
ted ready for the Execution) the People gave a Shriek: Atid Jofeph taking the Alarm 
when the Weapons were juft at his Throat, leaped down from a Standing of fix Cubiis 
high that he had mounted for his Harangue, and (b made his Efcape to a little Boat 
tipon the f.ake, and only two of his Guards along with him. 

The Soldiers prefenily betook themfelves to their Arms, to avenge their General upon 
thefc Traitors. But Jofeph was fo afraid of a Civil War and the Confequences of it, 

in 



BookIL The WARS of the J.EWS. iff 

in the Expofure of the City upon a private Quarrel, that he fent a Mcffijngcr to his 
Ffcople with a pofitivc Command not to do any Manner of Mifehicf to the Traitors, 
>ut^what was of abfolute Ncceffity to to their own Prcfervation : Wherein they foUow*e4 
their Orders to a Tittle. 

So loon as the Rumour of this Treafon came to be noifcd in the Country, with* tho 
Contrivance itfelf, anJ the Author of it, the Neighbourhood gathered together, and put 
themfelves upon the March to find om John ; but he was gone into Gifchala, his own 
Country, before they could come up to him. There was hardly c^ver a City in 
Galilee that did not go over to Joieph upon this Occafion, and many thoufand of 
armed Men along with them, who did all offer their Services againft John, that Trai- 
tor, as they called him, and the common Enemy of Mankind : And towards the De- 
livering of that treacherous Wretch up to the Flames, with the City that protected him. 
•^ Jofeph's Anfwer was. That he was highly fcnfible of their Kindnefs and Good-will ; 
•* but was however for moderate Councils^ where the Cafe would bear it; and that 
*• he had rather fave an Enemy by Temperance and Prudence, than deftroy him by 
" Force. But, fays Jofeph, I fhould be well enough content to fee every Man by Name, 
•« out of the feveral Cities, excepted from Pardon, that ever joined with John in the Re- 
** hellion ; bis Goods to be confifcated, his Houfe burnt, and his Family deftroyedi 
*' unlefs he (hould, in five Days after ^e Publication of fuch a Decree, quit the Part^ 
«• and fntereft of John, and return to his Allegiance." The Heads of the feveral Cities 
were unanimoufly forward in the Promoting of thefe Conditions; a proclamation formally, 
pabhflied, and all Things in purfuance of it duly executed. This Declaration brought 
over three thoufand of the Rebels from John; who call themfelves and their Arms at 
the Feet of Jofeph. But John, with the Remainder, which were a matter of a thou- 
fand Syrian Fugitives, betook himfelf to fecret Plots and Pradices, when he f^und he 
could carry his Point no further above Board. He had his Informers privately at work 
up and down in Jerufalem, to calumniate Jofeph for extravagant Levies, upon a Defign 
to make himfelf Mafter of the Place, if he were not kept in Order by a ftronger Power. 
They that knew any Thing of the Matter, gave no Heed at all to the Story : But there 
was yet a fpitefiil Party, even of the Magiftrates themfelves, and other principal Mem- 
bers of the Town, that fupplied John with Money towards the maintaining a War 
with Jofeph: Nay, they went fo far as to draw up an Aft in Readinefs, for the Remo- 
val of him from his Command. And they did not think that enough neither, but fent 
a Detachment of five and twenty hundred iVItn of War, and four other Perfons fiimous 
both for Law and Eloquence; whofe Bufinefs was to try if they could fupplant Jofeph in 
the Credit he had with the People; and with Order, if they could get him to come 
away by fair Means, to offer him no Violence; but in Cafe of his Refufal, to treat him 
as an Enemy. Thefe Commifiioners were Joazar, a Lawyer's Son, Ananias the Son of 
Saddouc, Simon, and Judas, the Sons, of Jonatbas. 

Jofeph's Friends gave him a general Intelligence of a Party of Soldiers fent toward 
him: But the Enemy's Counfcls were kept fo dole, that they could not learn the Mean- 
ing of it. So that there was no Place for a particular Precaution; and four Cities w;nt 
immediately over to the. Enemy, that is to lay, Sepphoris, Gamala, Gifchala, and Ti- 
^^^ X 2 berias: 
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Prieft, and the great Men in Jerufalem, that (bogd in Oppofitioa to j^ Romapfi} 
hafkncd all that was pofliblc the rebuilding of their Walls j the procuring of militar)f 
Inftruments and Machines; Weapons of all Sorts» as Darcs^ Arrows, and the like; 
And all Hands at Work upon warlike Preparations, training up the Youth alfo to the 
Exercife of their Arms. All Things were in Confufioii at that Tiaie : Men of Son 
briety and Forefight fad at Hearty and could not forbear weeping at the ProfpeA of 
Calamities to come. The Countenance of Things was afiiiding to any Man that 
wiihed for Peace ; and for public Incendiaries, the worfe the better. The City» ia 
(hoTt, had Death in the very Face of it, before ever the Romans came thither. Ana- 
nus was altogether againft the Formality of thefe Preparatories for a War, in hope to 
reclaim the Madnefs of the Mutineers, (the Zealots of thofe Days,) and to bring them, 
to Reafon : But he mifcarried in the Attempt, as will be feen hereafter. Simon, the 
Son of Gioras, was at this Time in the Head of a Band of FrQ^-bootqr5» that Uycfl 
upon the Spoil in the Toparchy of Acrabatena; where they not only plundered and 
pillaged great Men's Houfes, but fell foul upon their Bodies too, and treated the 
Mafters themfelves with Blows and Cudgels worfe, than Slaves: At this Ratepub* 
lickly exercifing a bare-faced Tyranny. He went on making this Havock, till be was 
forced by the Troops of Ananus and the Magiftrates to (hift for himfelf, with thefmall 
Party he had, among the Thieves of MafTada: And there he continued till Ananus 
and fome other of his Enemies were cut off. He nvade fuch Ravage, at Idumasa, and 
thereabouts, with his daily Outrages of Blood and Pillage^ that for the Security of the 
Country, the Government was fain to garrifon the very Villages. This was the State 
of Affars in Judasa upon that Jundiure. 
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BOOK III. 

From Vclpafian's coming to fubdue the Jews, to the taking of Gamala, con- 

taining the intet vai of about one Year* 



CHAP. I. 

Nero's Vanity and OJientation. The diftraBed State of the Roman y^ffairs, 
NcTO gives VcfpzCian the Government of Syria. Vefpafian j Fitnefs for 
fuch a Truft. Vefpafian and Titus advance a mighty Army. The De- 
feat of Ccftius makes the Jews rajh and bold. They advance towards 
Afcalon. 1 he Bodies engagq^ and the Jews totally routed. Ten thoufand 
killed upon the "Place. '/-& Jews not a Match for the Romans. Eight 
thoufand Jews more flain upon a fecond Overthrow. Niger the General 
preferved by a wonderful "Providence, Vefpafian haftens away to Pcole- 
mais. And the Sepphorites are very friendly to the Romans. 

Jf^'^-fS''^ HE News of Ccftius'e Difafter in Judaea ftruck Nero into a quaking 
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Fit of Fear and Confufion : But he looked big upon it, however, and 
covered the Faintnefs of his Heart, with an AfFcAation of Dignity 
and Stomach. •* This, fays he, was the Fault of my own Officer, 
** not the Bravery of the Enemy." And fo carried it on at fuch a huf- 
fing Rate, as if it were not for the Honour of the Empire, or of his 
fovcrcign StfttioD> above all other Princes, to be fo much as touched 

with 
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with the common Accidents of human Life, or the Iniquities of Fortune. But after 
all this Oftcntaiion of an invincible Courage, the Cares he had in his Head be- 
trayed the WcakncTs of his Mind, by the Uneafinefs he was in for want of a General 
equal to the mighty Nccefiities of the Empire : For the Eaft was at this Time waver- 
ing and falling off; the Jews deep in Rebellion already; other Nations ftaggering, and 
the Empire all over fiek of the fame Difeafe. Now how to keep the one quiet, re- 
duce the other, and to prevent the ill Humour in the third from tainting the whole 
Body ; this was the Queftion, and the great Work that was now neceflary to be at- 
tended. Vcfpafian, in fine, was the Inftrument pitched upon, as the only Perfon that 
Nero could think competent for the Difcharge of fuch a Truft. He was now in Years, 
and had fpent the whole Courfe of his Life in Arms, from firfl to lafl. This was 
the Man that fettled the Peace of the Empire in the Weft, upon the Revolt of the 
Germans : This was he that finiOiefl the Conqueft of Britany ; which before that was 
neither perfectly fuhducd, nor known ; and he prefented his Father Claudius alfb with 
the Honour of a Triumph for it, without either Sweat or Blood. Now confidering 
Vcfpafian under all thefe Circumftances, his Years, Refolution, Faith, and Conduct; 
fo many Children as he had, fo many Hoftages for his Fidelity, and in a Vigour of Youth 
to execute their Father's Orders; befide the Concurrence of God's facred Providence, 
with other Incidents for the Good of the Empire : All this together moved Nero to 
make Vcfpafian General of his Forces in Syria, And for his further Encouragement, 
his Commiflion was accompanied witii a great many fair Words, after the Pradlice of 
the World, when they have Nted of a Man. Velpafian had no fooncr received his 
Commiflion from Nero in Achaia, hut he prcfently dilpatched away his Son Titus for 
Alexandria, to draw off the fifth and the tenth Leigions there; while he himfelf croflTcd 
the Hellefpont, and fo took his Way by Land into Syria; where he came to a Ren- 
dezvous with all the Roman Troops, and the Auxiliaries that were fent in by the 
Princes bordering upon that Province. 

The Jews, in the mean Time, were fo tranfported with the unexpected Advantage 
they had got over the Romans under Ceftius, that they behaved themielves likefo many 
Madmen ; pufliing on the War beyond all Bounds of Moderation and Prudence. They 
drew up what Strength they were able to make out of the beft Troops they had, and 
with that Body marched towards Afcalon, an ancient City, fomc five hundred and 
twenty Furlongs from Jerufalem. 1 he Jews had ever an Averfion to thefe People ; 
and for that Reafon they made Choice of that Place for their firft Attack. They had 
for their Leaders three famous Captains; Niger, of Peraea; Silas, a Babylonian; and 
John, an Eflcne; Men eminent for ftrength of Body, Refolution, and good Government. 

Afcalon had a Wall of a prodigious Strength, if there had but been Men to defend 
it: The whole Garrifon confifting only of one Company of Foot, a»id a Troop of 
Horfe, under the Command of Anthony. The Jews thought it long till they could 
come to Blows with the Romans; and fo made a running March of it, to fall upon them by 
Surprifc: But Anthony getting an Inkling of it, had drawn his H>ife oat of the Town 
before-hand, to be in Readinefs for the Encounter; without much heedpg, either their 
Numbers, or their Courage. Upon their advance, he received ihv Charge with 

great 
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the Caftle into a deep Vault; and as fome of his Friends were fearching for his Body, 
three Days after, to give it Funeral Rites, he prelented hiaifclf before them yet living; 
which tranfportcd the Jews, out of an Afflidtion almoft inconfolable, into the moft fur- 
prifing Excefs of Joy that can be imagined, to find fo ncccffary an Inftrumcnt of their 
well-being delivered by fo fignal a Providence, 

Vcfpafian being now come with his Army to Antioch, (the Capital of Syria) and 
without all Difputc, for Beauty and Situation, the third City in the Roman Empire; 
he found in this City King Agrippa, with all his own Troops, expcfting him. He 
pafled from thence to Ptolemais; and there were the Inhabitants of Sepphoris, a 
Town of Galilee, waiting to receive him. Thefe were a well-meaning People, but 
fo well undcrftanding their own Intereft too, and the formidable Power of Rome, 
that, without (laying for the coming of Vefpafian, to fliew their good Affedtions to 
the Government, they had, bv* Anticipation, promifed and protefted as much to Ccf- 
tius-Gallius; receiving a Garrilon from him, and acknowledging him for their Gover- 
nor, and binding themf.lves to fcrve him chearfully, even againft their own Country- 
men. Vefpafian did likcvvife grant them, at their Requcft, fuch a Body ol 1 lorlc and 
Foot for a Garrifon, as might be a fufficient Security againft Incurfion^, jf the Jews 
(hould make any fuch Attempt. Now Sepphoris being both the largeft and the 
ftrongeft City of all Galilee, Vefpafian judged it a Matter of high Importance to 
have it in good Hands. 



CHAP. II. 

77je Two Galilees, wit/j a Dcfcription of them. A Defcription of Sama- 
ria. Jerufalcm ft and s in the Middle of Judaea, ji Divifton or Diftrt- 
button of Judaea. 

THERE are Two Galilees, known by the Names of the Upper and the Lower 
Galilee, which are encompafled by Phoenicia aiid Syria. They are bounded on 
the Weft by the City and Territory of Ptolemais, and by Mount Carmel, formerly 
belonging to the Galileans, at prefent to the Tyrians: And next adjoining to Gaba, 
or the City of theHorfemen, fo called, from the Plantation of Herod's Horfemen that 
were there fettled upon their Difmiflion; on the South with Samaria and Scythopolis, 
as far as the River Jordan ^ on the Baft with Hippene, Gadaris, and Gaulanitis, toge- 
ther with the Borders of the Kingdom of Agrippa; and on the North with Tyre, and 
the Frontiers of the Tyrians. 

The Lower Galilee ftretchcth Length-ways from Tiberias to Zabulon, near Ptole- 
mais on the Sea-Coaft. It reaches in Breadth, from Xaloth on the great Plain, as far 
as Berfabe; and there begins the Breadth of the Upper Galilee, and fo goes up to 
the Village of Baca, which divides it from the Territory of the Syrians. And as to 
the Length of ir> they reckon it from Thella, a Village near Jordan, to Mcroth. 

Thefe 
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Thefe two Provinces are of a large Extent, and furrounded with neighbouring 
Princes of feveral diftindl Nations; and yet upon all Occafions of Controverfy, they 
have ftill made head againft them: For over ait^*al>Gve that they are mightily peopled, 
their Inhabitants bold and wrarlike, and trained up from Children to Exercifes of ArmSt 
the Men neither wanted Courage, nor the Country Provifions, Their Lands are fruit- 
ful to Admiration; and fuch Nurferies df^l^ Manner of Plants, that it would make 
any Man in Love with Hulbandry. The CJ&iinds are all over inhabited and drefled, 
and not one Foot lies idle. There are Cities and Villages in Abundance; which muft 
needs be populous in fo plentiful a Country; for they account upon fifteen thoufand 
Inhabitants, and more, in the leaft of them. So that though Galilee falls fliort of the 
Country beyond Jordan, in the'Compafs of Ground, it is yet much fuperior to it in 
Strength and Value; for over and above the Fertility of the Soil, every Spot of it is fo 
improved, that there's no Ground loft: Whereas in that vaft Traft of Land beyond 
Jordan, the greater Part of it is dry and barren, and not fo proper for Corn, and feve- 
ral other Neccffaries for the Life and Service of Man. Not but that in fome particu- 
lar Places, as Paraea for one, the Soil is better conditioned, and as well ftored with ex- 
cellent Fruits as any other Place; witnefs the Vines, Olive-Trees, Palm-Trees, and 
other Plants that we find up and down in the Fields, in great Abundance and Perfec- 
tion; and they are all watered and refreflicd with Torrents from the Mountains, and 
with quick Springs in the exccflive Heats. The Length of this Country lies from 
Macha^rus to Pella; the Breadth from Philadelphia to Jordan; with Pclla on the 
North, the River Jordan on the Weft, the Land of the Moabites on the South, and 
Arabia Silbonitis, Philadelphene, and Gerafa on the Eaft. Samaria is fituated betwixt 
Judxa and Galilee, beginning at a Village called Ginxa, upon the Plain, and extend- 
ing to the Toparchy of Acrabatane, The Country is much of the Nature with that 
of Juda3a» mountainous and rich, excellent Land, and eafily tilled or managed; great 
Plenty of Fruits, both wild and meliorated, or domeftic; it is naturally dry, but abun- 
dantly fupplied v/ith Showers: Befide the beft Water in the World, incomparable Paf- 
tures, and Milk no where fo plentiful. But the fuperlative Excellency and Advantage 
of thefe two Provinces, is yet behind, that is to fay, the incredible Number of Inha- 
bitants. And to conclude^ the Boundary to them both is Annath, otherwife called 
the Village of Borcceus. 

The fame Village "bounds Judaea likewife on the North: And the Length of it runs 
from the South Side to a Village upon the Borders of Arabia, called Jardan: The 
Breadth, from the River Jordan to Joppa. In the Middle of it ftands Jerufalem; 
which has been called, aptly enough by fome, the Navel, or the Centre of the Pro- 
vince. Judaia, in fine, wants nothing to make it as delicious as it is fruitful: And 
that by Sea too, (all the Way to Ptolemais) as well as Land. It is divided into eleven 
Parts; Jerufalem the firft, as the fovereign Head of all the reft: The other ten are 
diftributed into as many Toparchies : Gophna the fccond, and fo Acrabatane, Tarn- 
na, Lydda, Ammaus, Pella, Idumxa, Engadi, Hcrodion, and Jericho. The neigh- 
bouring Countries are under the Jurifdiftibn of Jamnia and Joppa, as Gamalitis, Gau- 
lanitisj Batanaea> and Trachonitis, are comprifed in the Kingdom of Agrippa, but ex- 
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ccpted out of the Parts firft before fpoken of. This Country, that is inhabited by the 
Syrians and the Jews promifcuoufly, extends itfelf in Breadth from Mount Libanus 
and the Sources of Jordan, to the Lake of Tiberias: And in Length fiom the Village 
of Arphas to Julias. 



CHAP. III. 

Vefpafian fends Placidus \mlh Relief to the Scpphorites. Galilee at the 
Mercy of Fire and Sword. Tinus comes up to Vefpafian at Pcolemais 
with a vafi Army. The Order and Tclicy of the Roman Dijcipline. The 
Roman ff^ay of Incamping. The Trumpet gives every Man his Orders. 
The Roman PFay of Decamping. The Manner oj giving the Word for 
a Battle. The Roman JVay of Marching. The Extent of the Roman 
Empire. 

WE have been as brief upon Judaea, with the Boundarie$ and Confines of it, as 
the Matter would bear. 

The Supplies that Vefpafian fent to the Sepphorites, being a thoufand Horfe, and fix 
thoufand Foot, under the Command of Placidus the Tribune, were diftributcd, after 
the drawing of them up in the great Plain, into two Dlvifions. The Horfe continued 
in the Camp, and the Foot were quartered within the Walls, for the Security of the 
City; but not without daily Excurlions up and down into the Neighbourhood ; which 
made Jofeph and his Companions unealy enough, though without any Adt of Hofti- 
lity, cither by Aflault or Surprize : Befide that, they pillaged both City and Country of 
whatever they could come at , and fell fo fcverely upon the Inhabitants at every Sally 
they made, that they durft not fo much as fhew their Heads any more out of their 
Gates. 

Jofeph, for all this, put it to the Pufli. in a bold Attempt upon the City; but find- 
ing to his Coft, that he bimfelf, before his going oflT from the Galileans, had made the 
Place as good as impregnable againft himfclf, and that it was not to be gained from 
the Sepphorites either by fair Means or by foul, he let fall his Enterprize. This Prac- 
tice, however, (out of a natural Averfion the Romans have to Treachery) made the 
War ten Times fiercer, and the Enemy much more outrageous than before: Depopuiat- 
ine the Country Night and Day with Fire and Sword; pillaging whatever they could 
lay their Hands on; putting all to Death without Mercy, where they found Refiftance; 
and making Slaves ot the reft. Galilee, in fine, was all covered with Fire and Blood; 
and not a Creature but had their Part in this Calamity, and nothing left them to.truft 
to, but the Towns that Jofeph himfelf had fortified. 

Titus was by this Time come up to Vefpafian, at Ptolemais, with the Troops he 
brought from Alexandria: And his Arrival was much fconer than upon a Winter^s 

March 
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March could have been expeftcd. And there he joined the fifteenthi the fifth, and 
the tenth Legions; which were reputed the braveft Troops of the Empire. They 
were followed alfo with Eighteen Companies, and five more to them out of Cajfarea, 
with one Troop of Horfe, and five Troops of Syrian Horfe. Ten of thefe Cohorts 
had a thoufand Men each, and the reft fix hundred and thirteen Foot, aiid fix-fcorc 
Horfe, befidc a very confiderable Inforcemcnt of Auxiliaries from the Neighbouring 
Princes, as Antiochus, Agrippa, and Sohcmus, who fent their two thoufand Foot a- 
piece, and a thoufand Horfe; Malichus, the King of Arabia, five thoufand Foot, 
moft of them armed with Bows and Arrows, and a thoufand Horfe. Thefe Troops 
all together, made up a Body of fixy thoufand Horfe and Foot, befide the Train of 
Baggage, and Servants that followed the Camp; who, for Experience, Courage, mi- 
litary Skill, and Application, (for the moft Part,) fell not much fhort of their Mafters 
themfelves. 

The Policy and Wifdom of the Romans in this Way of ordering, their Servants, 
can never be fuffiri-ntly admired: For it makes them, at the fame Tjiiie, not only fcr- 
viceable to private Familes, bur to the Commonwealth alfo in Offices of War and Go- 
vernment. Ami then, whoever confidcrs the Excellency of the Romaic Difcipline and 
Condudl in the Matter of military Order and Execution, will fii.i that Fuitune had 
the leaft Share in the Saccefs of their Arms; and that they a^v^^nced themfelves to 
the Command of the World, upon the Foundations of their own Honour and Virtue. 
They were not then to learn the Art of War, when they came to fall under the Necef- 
fity of ufing it: But they made it their Exercifc and Pradticc in Times of Peace, and 
handled their Arms as naturally as if they had been born with them: So that 
Peace or War was, in that Refpeft, all a Cafe to them; and they were ever in 
R^^adinefs, without troubling their Heads about Times or Seafons. Their very 
Trills of Skill looked like real Combats; and not a Day paflcd, but every Man went 
through all his Exercifes; which kept them both in Difpofition and in Breath. 
By this Means they were always in Order, without- feeling the Inconveniences 
cither of Fear or Fatigue. Now for Men that keep themfelves upon the Guard of this 
Habit and Difcipline, a loofe Enemy is not able to deal with them. But, as I was 
faying, their Exercifes are effedtually but Combats, without drawing Blood, as their 
fierceft Encounters are but bloody Exercifes. To fecure themfelves from Surprize, 
upon entering into an Enemy's Country, the firft Thing they do, is to pitch and for- 
tify their Camp, not (lightly or diforderly, but with a Regard to the Condition of the 
Place; levelling the Ground where it was uneven, -and for the Figure of it, in the 
Form of a Quadrangle. In order to the Difpatch and the Execution of all this, they 
have their Smiths, Carpenters, Pioneers, an'l other Workmen for Fortifications, to 
attend the Army. The inner Part of the Camp is diftributcd into Quarters, or Lodg- 
ments for thc^fficers and Soldiers: And the Outfide carries the Refemblance of a 
Wall; where ily raife Turrets at ai. equal Diftance one from another: And in the 
Intervals they have all Sorts of Weapon to be ufed at a Diftance, as Darts, Arrows, 
Stones, &c. and Inftruments or Machints alfo for the cafting of them. This Camp 
bad four large Gates for Horfe and Man to pafs and repafs at Pleafure, as there (liall 
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be Occafion, On the Infidc of it there are feveral Streets orderly difpofed, with Lodg- 
ments in the Middle, for the Head Officers; and within them again, a Tent ereded 
for the General, after the Form of a little Temple; a Market- Place with Shops and 
Standings for Artificers and Tradefmen; Courts of Juftice and Tribunals^ for the 
Hearing of Caufes, as well military as civil: And taking it altogether, it looks like a 
City of a matter of one nights Growth; fo wonderful is the Difpatch, where there 
are great Maftcrs to direft, and many Hands to execute. And if this, in fine, be not 
enough for the fecuring of the Quarter, 'tis but running a Line of Circumvalation 
about it at laft, with a Trench of fome four Cubits deep, and as many over, to finifli 
the Work. The Soldiers have their Arms ftill about them, and live in a military 
Kind of Brotherhood, orderly and peaceably one with another. Upon any Occafioo 
of fetching Wood, Water, Forage, &c, they go out in Parties : And fo for their 
Times of Repaft, they do not eat now and then by Snaps, as every Man pleafeSi 
but altogether ; and the Trumpet dircfts them when to fleep, when to rife, when to 
fet the Watch, &c. So it is, in fine, that they do nothing but by Rule and Command. 
In the Morning the Soldiers wait upon their Captains, the Captains upon the Tribunes; 
and then both Captains and Tribunes upon the General: From whom they receive 
the Word or Signal, and fuch other orders to be communicated to their Subordinates, 
as the Occafion requires; to the End that every Man may be inftruflied in his Duty, 
and how to behave himfelf upon Adlion; how and when to fally out, or to retreat, 
and to do all Things in Order whatever they do. The Trumpet tells them when 
they are to decamp; and then they take up their Tents, pack up their Baggage, and 
prepare to be gone. Upon the fecond Sounding,^ they load their Cariages and their 
Sumpters, and ftand ready to move; watching for the Word of Command, as People 
do for the Sign at a Horfc-Race when to ftart; and at the fame Time fetting Fire to 
the Camp; which may be eafily repaired by throwing up another ; befidc, that the 
Enemy (hall make no Benefit of it. Upon the third Sounding, the Army marches, 
and all poflible Care is taken to prevent Stragglers, and to move every man in his 
Rank. 

On the Right-hand of the General ftands the Herald, who with a loud Voice puts 
this Queftipn thrice over to the Army; ** Are you ready for a Battle ? The Soldiers, in 
a martial Tone and Adtion, return him this Anfwer as often over; " We are ready 
** for a Battle." Nay, many Times they prevent the very Demand, by ftretching 
forth their Right-hand, and other Signs of Joy and Satisfaction, in hope of coming 
to that Iffiie. After this, the .Army advances with as much manly Gravity and 
Compofure as if it were in the Face of an Enemy. 

The Foot-Arms are Pot and Breft; two Swords, one on each Side, and the Left 
much longer than the other; which is about the Size of a Dagger. The General's 
Guards carry Javelins and Targets; and all the reft Pikes, and long Bi^klers; a Saw, 
aBafket, a Pick-Ax, a Hatchet, a Rein, a Scythe, a Chain, and BreajSor three Days: 
So that the Men carried little lefs Burden than the Beafts. The Horfe-Men wear long 
Swords girt to their Right-fides. The carry a Lance in their Hand, a Buckler in a 
Scarf hanging a-crofs the Horfe-fide, a Quiver with three Darts or more in it, broa(}<* 

pointed^ 
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pointed, and about the Length of a fliort Javelin; their Helmets and Corplets like thofe 
of the Foot. And for the Cavaliers that attend the Perfon of the General, their Arms 
are the very fame with the reft, only being chofcn by Lot, the Troop that has the Luck 
to be fo pitched upon has a Right of Precedence. 

This is the Roman Way of marching and encamping, with the various Manner of 
their arming. They do nothing in their military Enterprizes and Combats that is rafh 
and inconfiderate ; but their Anions are the Refult of deliberate Counfels: By which 
Means, either their Failings will be fewer, or thofe that happen will be more eafily re- 
drcfled; for provided that Matters be well weighed and digefted, they had rather lufFcr 
a Difappointment by the ill Succefs of a well grounded Entcrprize, than become indebted 
to Fortune for an Advantage contrary to Reafon. For thefe blind Events give People 
an ill Habit of abandoning all to Chance, without any Precaution or Forefight; whereas 
Men are the wifer and the better for inftrudlive Examples, though in cafes of Mi fear ri- 
age;' befide the Comfort of falling with Honour and a good Confcience, by a Calamity 
which human Prudence could not prevent. 

This continual Ufe and Exercife of Arms does not only harden and ftrengthen the 
Bodies of Men, but elevates their very Minds alfo into Refolutions more courageous 
and firm: Befide that. People are kept in Awe under the Apprehcnfion of Penalties 
and Rigour. It is Death by the martial Law, for a Soldier not only to defert his 
Station or betray his Triift, but for the very leaft Neglc<ft of his Duty. Now this is a ter- 
rible Rigour, and yet the Officers are ftill more inexorable than the Laws themfelves; 
for they make amends, they think, in the Honours and Rewards that they confer upon 
Men of Merit for the Cruelty of punifliing Criminals. And fuch is the Reverence 
they have for the Authority of military Order and Difcipline, that a Roman Army 
is certainly the moft glorious Spedtacle under the Sun, in a Time of Peace; and in 
a State of War, the moft dreadful; for every individual of the whole Army moves but 
as a Member of the fame Body, and, at the fame Time, in fuch a Harmony of Mo- 
tion, as if they were all governed by the fame Mind. Their Ears are always open to 
attend the Word of Command, their Eyes watching to receive the Signal, and 
their Hands ever in Readinefs to execute the Orders of their Superiors, in 
Contempt of all Difficulties and Dangers. When they come to the Encounter, and 
that the Battle is once refolved upon, they never trouble their Heads with the Enemies 
Numbers, or Conduct; the Difficulties or Dangers of Partes; nay, or with the Ma- 
lice of Fortune itfelf; but break through all Obftacles, and make themfelves as good 
as fure of the Viftory before they ftrikc a Stroke. Now if their Counfels and Deli- 
berations be governed altogether by political Prudence, and found Advice, and followed 
with an anfwerable Vigour of Execution; what wonder is it to lee the Roman Empire 
Miftrefs of the Univerfe, and ftretching itfelf as far as the Euphrates, on the Eaft; 
the Ocean on tile Weft : and the fruitful Country of Africa, on the South ; and the 
Rhine and Dan&be, on the North ! And yet, when all is faid, the Dominion feems 
ftill too narrow for the great Souls of the Poffcflbrs of it. 

It te not my Purpofe in what I have here delivered, to write a Panegyric to the 
Honour of the Romans; but rather for the Comfort of thofe that are overcome, to 
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fhew they have no reafon to be afhamed of their Mafters, and to divert rafli Innovators 
and Malecontents from attempting ImpofTibilities. Befides that this Difcourfe may 
perhaps be of fome Service to the Curious in the Light it will give them toward a bet- 
ter underftanding of the Roman Methods of Government and Difcipline. 



CHAP. IV. 

Placidus breaks into Galilee. He affaults Jotapata, and is beaten cff. 

WHILE Vefpafian was with his Son Titus at Ptolemais, he gave all neceffary 
Orders for the Supply and Government of the Army ; and io this Interinii 
Placidus made an Introad into Galilef*^ over-ran the whole Country, took a World of 
Prifoners, and put the greater Part of them to the Sword. Now thcfc were only a 
timorous faint-hearted Sort of People ; but the more daring Part of the Galileans 
were obferved to take Sandtuary ftill in Cities and other Strong Holds that Jofeph had 
fortified ; which when Placidus took Notice of, he refclved to fet upon them by AfTault, 
and to begin with Jotapata ; which was the moft defenfible Place they had, making 
no Doubt at all of carrying it upon the firft Attack by Surprize, befide the Reputation 
it would give him among the reft of the General?, and open a Way to the taking of 
other Places : For the very Example of Jotapata, being the tougbeft Piece in all 
Galilee, would probably draw the Remainder after it. But Placidus was much mifta- 
ken in his Conjedlure, for the Inhabitants being precautioned of his Defign; and that 
he was already upon his March, went out of the City to encounter him ; and falling 
upon the Romans at unawares, with a confiderable Body, and in good Heart, (their 
Country, Wives, and Children, being all at Stake) they put them to the Rout, but 
killed only feven of them, being well armed, and making an orderly Retreat. Of 
the Jews there were only three flain, and fome few wounded ; for being ill armed, 
they were fain to content themfelves with Darts and Lances at a Diftance, without 
venturing a Difpute Hand to Hand. Upon this Repulfe, Placidus left the Place. 



CHAP. V. 

Vefpafian marches jrom Ptolemais into Galilee. The Order of his March. 
Upon Vefpafian'i Advance, Jofeph'j Teople defert. Jofeph gives over 
the War^ and ivithdraws io Tiberias. 

VESPASIAN, being now refolved upon an Incurfion into Galilee, leaves Ptole- 
mais, and gives the Army their marching Orders, according to the Inftitution 
of the Roman Difcipline: the Auxiliaries being light-armed, and the Bowmen advan- 
cing before the reft to keep the Enemy at a Diftance; and, by fcouting out into the 

Woods, 
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Woods, and other fufpefted Paffages, for Difcovery of their Amhuflies, to prevent 
Surprizes. Thcfe were followed with a Party of Roman Horfe and Foot; and after 
them a Detachment of ten Men out of every Company, with their Arms and ncceflary 
Provifions for the forming of a Camp. The next in Courfe were the Pioneers, to level 
and mend the Ways, and cut down the Trees and Budies that incommoded them in 
their March. After thefe, came the General's Baggage, with that of his great Officers, 
and a ftrong Party of Horfe for their Convoy. Vefpafian himfclf marching next, with 
a felcdt Body of Horfe and Foot, fome Troops of Lances, and fixfcore of his own Men, 
were' drawn out of fo many grofs Squadrons. The Engineers with their Machines and 
Inflruments for Battery and AiTault took their Place next, and then followed the Tri- 
bunes and other Officers, with a choice Body of Troops about them. Next came the 
Imperial Eagle, in the Head of all the reft of the Roman Enfigns, as the Prince of the 
Birds for Authority and Power ; an Emblem of Government, and a good Omen of Sue- 
cefs in Arms. After the facred Enfigns, followed the Trumpets; and after the Trum- 
pets, the Body of the Army, fix in Front, with the proper Officers to keep them in 
Rank and File, according to Order and good Difcipline. The Servants of every Le- 
gion marched along with the Infantry, and took Care of the Carriages and Baggage. 
In the laft Place were the Purveyors, and other Mercenaries, for the Service of the 
Army, under a Convoy of Horfe and Foot. 

In this Order Vefpafian advanced to the Frontiers of Galilee, and there encamped 
with his Soldiers about him, earneftly preffing for Adtion i but partly in Confidence 
that the Enemies Hearts would fail them upon the very Approach of the Army ; or 
other wife, that they might change their Minds yet before it came to a Battle, he gave 
them Time to bethink themfelves ; aod in the Interim, 'went in Hand with his Pre- 
parations for a Siege. 

This great General was fo far in the right, that the Jews fell into fuch. a Confterna* 
tion with Dread and Terror upon the very Report of his coming, that Jofeph's People, 
who were then encamped near Sepphoris, abandoned their Captain, not only without 
a Blow ftriking, but without fo much as a Sight of the Enemy. Jofeph finding him* 
felf thus deferted, and out of Condition to encounter the Romans ; the Hearts of the 
Jews quite funk ; the greater Part of them gone over to the Enemy, and the Remainder 
in all Appearance ready to follow j quite gave over any farther Thought of the War; 
and fo, confulting his own Security, with fome few that ftood by him, he withdrew 
to Tiberias. 



C H A p. VI. 

Vefpafian takes Gadara fy AJfault, The Romans put all to the S-word, jo- 
feph/>///j it to the Council of Jeiu&lcm, whether tofght, or treat. 

H E firft Place that Vefpafian attacked, was Gadara : And he carried it, with- 
out any Difficulty, for want of Men in it to make a conf^iderable Defence. The 
Numb. II. Z '•'^^'\^ * Romans, 
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Romans, upon forcing the Town» put all to Death without DIftin AioOi betwixt Hatred 
to the Jews, and Revenge for the Overthrow of C<!ftius. They fet Fire, not only to 
the City itfelf, but to the little Towns and Villages about it. Laying them utterly 
wafte, and making the Inhabitants Slaves. 

Jofeph's retiring for Sandluary put the Tiberians all to their Wits End, to confidert 
that if the Cafe had not been defperate, he would never have fled for it. And they 
were not miftaken neither in their Opinion ; for Jofeph was by this Time fenfible of 
the hopelefs State of the War ; and tbat the Jews had no Way in the World to come 
off but by Submiffion and Repentance. As for his own Part, he made no Doubt of 
obtaining fair Quarter from the Romans if he (hould defire it : But rather than betraj 
his Country and his Truft, he would fuffer a thoufand Deaths ; without endeavouring 
to make a particular Friend of a public Enemy. He wrote» upon this, to the prin- 
cipal and leading Men of Jerufalem, a naked State of the Cafe ; without making the 
Romans either greater or lefs than in Truth they were, for fear of pufHng them up into 
Infolence upon the Jews for Cowardice one Way ; or provoking the Jews to be rafli 
and inconfiderate in the Oflentation of their Power, another. Jofeph, in fine, re- 
mitted the Matter to the Council to confider of 3 defiring them eitner to fend him 
Word immediately if they had a Mind to treat : Or, if they were refolved to profecute 
the War, they had no more to do, than to fend him an Army without Delay to give 
Battle to the Romans. This was Jofeph's Letter ; which he fent forthwith by an 
Exprefs to Jerufalem. 



CHAP. VII. 

Jo£cph flips away out o/* Tiberias into Jotapata. A Deferter gives Vdpafian 
Notice of it, and that Jofeph was in a Trap, The Siege o/" Jotapata. A 
defperate Ftght all Day 'till Nigbt parts them. A Combat of five Days 
fuccejfively. The Situation of Jotapata. Vefpaiian plies the Siege with 
allpojfible Vigour, The Manner of the Attack and Defence, Jofeph j 
Invention to Keep off Stones and Fire, The Romans under a great Dif- 
appointment, 

JOTAPATA was generally looked upon as the ilrongeft Place in all Galilee ; and 
Veipafian taking Notice of it, and finding how the Jews in all their Difficulties fled 
thither for Sandtuary, he refolved the next Thing he did to attempt the Place ; and fb 
ient Horfe, Foot, and Pioneers acrofs the Mountains to clear the Ways > which were at 
that Time craggy, and extremely difficult even for Foot ; but for Horfe utterly impaflfable. 
Thefe Pioneers, in four Days, cut out a PafTage for the whole Army to march Mfkhout 
any Trouble. 

On the 5th Day, being the 21ft of the Month Artemifius, Jofeph fllpt out of Tibe- 
rias, and conveyed himfelf into Jotapata: Which in fome Meafure revived the 'Spirits of 
f. the 



Book III. The W A R S of the J E W S- lyt 

the Jews. A certaia Defcrtcr prefently carried away the News to Vefpafian of Jofeph's 
beiDg come into the Town : Advifing him by all means to make hade and fall on ; for 
Jofeph was now in a Trap, and if he #cre but iure once, the War with the Jews would 
quickly be at an End. Vefpafian was fo tranfported at the Tidings, that he looked upon 
it as an immediate Providence from Heaven ; fo far to blind and infatuate the moft con- 
fiderable Enemy they had, as to inveigle him into the Noofe of a voluntary Bondage. 
Vefpafian, upon this, commanded Placidus away with a thoufand Horfe ; and ^butins 
along with him, (one of the greatefl Captains for Counfel and Execution in the whole 
Army) Giving them Orders, without Delay, to invefl the City, and to look to Jofeph 
that he (hould not make his Efcape. 

Vefpafian followed the next Morning with the whole Army, and got up to Jotapata in 
the Afternoon : Where he drew up his Army on the North-fide of the City, fome fevcn 
Furlongs from the Town ; incamping upon a Hill within View of the Enemy, on Por- 

?ofe to flartle them with fo dreadful a Sight. This was done accordingly ; and the 
cople all feized with fuch an Aflonifhment, that not one Creature durfl fo much as 
look out of the Walls. The Romans had fo hard a March that Day, that they attempted 
nothing farther at prefent. But Vefpafian however ordered the begirting of the Town 
with two great Bodies, and a third Troop of Horfe to be pofled at a Diflance, to cut off 
all Communication with the Place. When the Jews faw how they were flraitencd 
and cooped up, their very Defpairs enflamed their Courage : As there is no Daring like 
that which arifes from Ncccffity. 

The next Morning the Romans began to batter the Walls ; and the Jews at firft made 
a generous Refiftance : But when Vefpafian let loofe his Bowmen and Slingers upon them^ 
with all other Weapons of the fame kind, to force them from the Walls ; and when he 
himfelf, at the fame Time, with a Body of Foot afTaulted the Wall upon a Hill over 
againft the other, which lay more expofed to the Danger of a Battery ; this put Jofeph 
into fuch a Fright for Fear of the Town, that he himfelf, in the Head of the whole 
Body of the Jews, fell outrageoufly upon the Romans ; beat thena from the Walls, .and 
followed the Advantage with a defperate Refolution. And yet the l^ifchief they fufFcrcd 
was not inferior to what they did i being both Sides equally provoked a&d enflamed : The 
Jews, by Defperation ; and the Romans, by Indignation and Shame, to find the others fb 
near their Match. There was Skill and Valour on the one Side, againfl a brutal Rage on 
the other. The Fight was maintained all the Day, 'till Night parted them. Of the 
Romans there were feveral wounded and thirteen flain : And a matter of fix hundred of 
the Jews wounded, and feventeen killed upon the Place. 

The Befiegers fell on next Day again; and in this Encounter, did both Sides 
cut-do thcmfelves : The Jews took Courage from the Repulfe they had given the Enemy 
already beyond all Expectation, and the Romans from the Shame of being held fo long 
in Play: For the very Delay of a Viftory was little lefs to them than an Overthrow. 
They foUght it out five Days at this Ratef the Befiegers preffing flill harder and harder 
upon them : And the Jews, on the other Hand, not only fupporting the Defence, but at 
the fame Time making Sallies over and above ; without fo much as minding the prodigious 
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Numbers they were to encounter. Neither did the Romans abate any Thing of the 
Vigour of their Attacks, for the Difficulty and Hazard of the Enterprize. 

As to the Situation of Jotapata, it ftands upon a Rock utterly inacccffible; faving only 
upon one Quarter: And it is encompaflcd on three Sides of it with fuch Precipices of ftecp 
and profound Vallies, that it is enough to turn a Man's Brain and dazzle him^ but to look 
' down from Top to Bottom. There is no coming at it but upon the North ; where Part 
of the City is built upon the Brow of the Mountain : And that Way it might be approached. 
But then Jofeph had caufcd this Place to be forti£cd and taken into the Town, to fecure 
a Mountain that overlooks and commands it : Which, with other Mountains thereabout^ 
kept the Place fo clofe, that there was no feeing of it 'till one was jult upon it. This 
was the Situation and Strength of Jotapata. 

Vcfpafian finding that he had the natural Difficulties of the Place, and the rugged Sur- 
linefs of the People to contend withal, took up a Rcfolution of pu(hing the Siege for-, 
ward with more Vigour, and called a Council of his Officers together to advife in what 
Manner to carry on his Attack. The Debate came to this Iflfue, that there (hould be 
credted a huge Terras on the weakell Part of the Town. The Refolve being taken, 
Vefpafian prefently fet his whole Army at work to provide Neccflaries and Materials for 
the raifing of fuch a Mount, as vaft Q^ntities of Stone and Timber from the neigh- 
bouring Mountains, with Provifions for Hurdles to fhelter the Befiegers againft Darts 
and Shot from the Town. Under the Cover of thofe Defences, they advanced their De- 
fign, though the Weapons from above ftU down as thick as Hail upon them. As for 
the Earth they made ufe of, they had it out of the Neighbourhood ; and fo handed it 
from one to another : Infomuch, that what with ihe vail: Number of Hands to affift 
them, (for the whole Army was engaged) and the Attempt going oTi flill without Inter- 
miffion, the Work could not but advance exceedingly. The Jews, in the mean while, 
did all that was poffible by Darts and Arrows from the Walls, and by heavy Stones upon 
their Wattles, to divert them from their Bufinefs : But all they were able to do, was 
only to make a Noife and interrupt ihc Proceeding, but no Way to defeat or to dif- 
appoint it. 

Vefpafian had by this Time fixty Engines at Work, cafting Lances at the Defendants, 
befide larger Machines to throw Stones and Javelins, artificial Fires, Arrows, &c. which 
were all managed by Arabians, and other Mafters of that lancing Faculty; and made 
not only the Wall itfclf, but the whole Space alfo betwixt that and the Terras^ too hot 
for the Defendants. This did net hinder the Jews yet from Sallying out upon the Ro- 
mans, in Troops like Thieves; ft ripping them of all their Defences, and then fallying 
upon them as fo many naked Men, and fctting Fire to every Thing about them that 
was combuftiblc, and by this Means undoing all they had done. Vefpafian finding the 
Mifchief of the Jews breaking in upon them; and that there was no Way to prevent it, 
but by making their Work ail of a Piece, and filling up the Intervals, that there might 
be ro Room for them to pafs, went that yV^ay to work^ and joining his Troops in 
a clofe Body, put a final End to their Excurfions. 

The Mount being now brought up almoft to the Height of the Town-Wall, Jofeph 
did not tliink it honourable to have more done on the one Side, to deftroy the Town, 
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than on the other to defend it. So that he called the Work-men together, and gave 
Order for the Raifing of the Wall, and keeping it up ftill above the Height of the Ter- 
ras, But they cxcufing themfelves upon the Impoflibility of advancing any Work under 
all that Shot, Jofeph bethought himfclf of a Contrivance to fence both againfl; Stones 
and Fire : Which was by driving feveral great Stakes faft into the Ground ; and ftretch- 
ing up fo nwny raw Hides againft them : And thefe to be interpofcd betwixt the Enemy 
arid the Bodies of the Befieged ; the Moifture of the Skins would rcfift and damp the 
PUme, and the yielding Difpofition of them would (hoot off the Stones or Lances with 
filtle or no Impreflion. Under the Protedlion of this Cover, the Workmen followed 
fit fo hard Day and Night, without cither Fear or Danger, that in a fliort Time they 
lifed a Wall of twenty Cubits, and fortified it with Turrets and ftrong Embattlements. 
^he Romans looked. uj)on themfelves by this Time to be as good as Maftcrs of the 

j^Fowui and it was therefore the greater Surprife to meet with (o confounding a Policy, 

£abd fo invincible an Obftinacy at the lame Time. 




CHAP. VIIT. 

efpafian attempts^ by Starving, ivhat he could not get by Force. No Trovi- 
Jions wanting in Jotapata but Water T/je Garrifon ftinted. The Tit^ 
JVater near Jpent. An Invention to conceal their Want of it. Vefpa- 
fian betakes himfdfto his Arms again. Jofeph /^//^i out a PFay for a 
Supply. He propounds an Efcape: The Jews beg of him to ft and by 
them. Jofeph reafons the Matter with them. 1 he Jews continue their 
Importunities. Jofeph deliberates^ and enters into y^Bion. Vefpafian 
bids his Mjen give over the AJfault. The invincible Courage and Refolu^ 
tion of the Jews. .» 

THE Jews took fuch Heart upon this Stratagem and the Succefs of it, that they 
paiTed not a Day without Incurfions, SkirmiQies, and all Sorts of Violences, by 
Fire, Sword and Pillage, Vefpafian was equally troubled at^the Difgrace, and at the 
Difappointment: And therefore, upon fecond Thoughts, gave over the AiTault, and con- 
tented himfelf to endeavour the Starving of the Place inftead of Storming itj rcafoning 
the Matter with himfelf, either that Want would bring them to their Knees, or if they 
ftood it out, that Famine in the mean Time would do th^ Bufinefs of the Sword; 
either by weakening, or by wafting them, and putting them out of Condition of De- 
fence. Vefpafian, upon this, blocked them up fo clofe, that there was no pafiing in 
or out. 

They had in this Town, Corn, and all Manner of Neceflaries in Abundance, favcr 
only Salt. As for Water, it is true, they had not fo much as one Fountain about the 
City« and only Rain Water for their common Ufc; Whicb^^ in tbathot and dry Coun- 



174 'i'^ic WARS of the J E W S: Book III. 

fry, was very fcarce; efpecially in Summer; and this was their prefent Cafe. It was a 
great Afflidtion to them, the very Thought of a Drought; and the Diftrefs they were 
already fallen into for want of Water. The IMace being plentifully flored with all 
other Provifions, and the Men in good Heart, Jofeph put the Garrifon to their Allow- 
ance, to hufband the little Water they had, and make the Stock hold out Co much the 
longer. This Order for the Hinting of their Drink, put the People out of all Patience; 
for it looked as if they were almoil drawn dry: And they began to be froward upon it, 
and would work no longer. This peevifh Humour of the Jews could not be well kept 
from the Knowledge of the Romans; who were within Diftance of obferving from ano- 
ther Hill near hand there, whatever pafTed among the Jews: As the tumultuary Throng- 
ing together; the Mealuring of their Portions, and their Unealinefs about it: Several of 
the Jews being cut off too, upon the Place^ at that very InAant, by the Roman Shot. 
The Pit- Water being by this Time well nigh fpent, and Vefpafian in an hourly Expec- 
tancy of the Town falling into his Hand; Jofeph put this Amufement upon him. He 
caufed a great many Parcels of Cloths to be hung up dropping-wet, upon the Battle-* 
ments of the Walls within View of the Romans; wherein he gained his End of indu- 
cing them to believe that there could not be fuch a Scarcity of Water in a Place where 
they were fo lavifh of it : And upon that Preluinption, they fell into a diredt Defpon- 
dcncy of ever taking the Place for want of Water. Nay, Vefpafian himfelf gave over 
all Hope of carrying it by a Siege; and fo had Recourfe once again to Arms. The 
Jews, on the other Side, were heartily glad of it; for they themfelves, and their City, 
were both brought to the laft Extremity; and defired nothing more than to exchange a 
ftarving Calamity, for want of Bread and Water, for an honourable Death in the Field. 
While Jofeph was beating his Brains about feme Expedient, it came into his Head, 
that, on the Weft Side of the Town, there was a forlorn hollow Gutter that lay quite 
out of the Way, fo as no Body heeded it. Joleph propounded by the Convenience of 
this Paflage to get Relief into the Town, as Water, and whatever clfc they wanted: 
And to that End he wrote to fome of the out-lying Jews that lived toward that Quar- 
ter, to fend him from Time to Time what Supplies he had Occafion for; together with 
exprefs Inftrudtions to cover the McfTengers with Hair-Skins, and then to have them 
creep upon all- four: So that if the Watch fhould get any Glimpfe of them^ they might 
pafs for Dogs, or fome other four-footed Animals. This Way of Intelligence went 
on till the Correfpondcnce was difcovered, and the Communication cut off. 

Jufeph faw by this Time that it was a Thing utterly impoflible to defend the City; 
and that it would be certain Death to him if he tlayed: So that he himfelf, and feve- 
ral other great Men, met prefently in Council upon it, and laid their Heads together 
how to make an Efcape. The People had already a Jealoufy of what they were about; 
and fo came trooping to Jofeph in Throngs, begging him above all Things in this 
World to take care of them: For they had no other Friend to truft to but himfelf. 
They could never be loft, they faid, fo long as he was fafe; nor their Lives better fpent 
than at his Feet: Or, if they fliould be all fcized upon, it would be recorded to his 
eternal Honour, that he was too brave cither to fly from his Enemies, or to abandon 
^U5 Friends ; V/hich would be much the Cafe they laid, as il a Man ihould leap out of 
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a Ship in a Storm» which he had taken Charge of in a Calm: Telling him» that this 
.Cafe of a VeiTel was the very fame with that of their City; for, (aid they» who Qiall 
fland up to defend us and our Country » when we. have loft the fingle Man, whom we 
look upon as the only Means and Hope of our Safety ? 

Jofeph was not willing to have it thought that he confulted altogjsther his particular 
Security: And fo gave them to underftand in a plaofible Diicourfe, that it was more for 
their Sakes than his own, that he had any Thought of withdrawing; for either you will 
be made Prilbners, fays he, or you will not: And now take it which Way you will. 
If the latter^ what will you be the better for my ftaying with you ? If the other, what 
will you be the better for my dying with you? Whereas, if I were then at Liberty and 
abroad, I might bring an Army into the Fi^ld out of Galilee Time enough to raife the 
Siege: Now fo long as I lie cooped up here in the Town, I (hall certainly do you a great 
deal of Mifchief without any fort of Good; for it will make the Romans (liarper upon 
the Siege, fo long as they are fure of Jofeph for a Prize ; but if I were out of the Way 
once, they would look no farther after you perhaps. 

The People were fo far from coming over to him upon this Difcourfe, that they 
came (lill preding upon him with more and more Importunity: Men, Women, and 
Children; Mothers, with their Infants at their Breafts all in Tears, embracing his Knees, 
and cafting themfelves at his Feet ; begging of him with Outcries and Supplications, 
not to forfake them in their Diftrefs. And this they did not, I prefume, out of Envy 
to his being at Eafe ; but upon fome fecret Impulfe, as if the very Prefence of Jofeph 
would be a. Kind of Protection to his Friends. 

Jofepfai^a Heart was fo far foftened toward this People, betwixt Gratitude and Compaf- 
fion, that he put it to a Queftion within himfelf, whether to (lay or go.^ ** If I appear 
«< to (lay willingly, fays he, it will be taken as the Power of the Afcendant they have 
^^ over me. But what if I (hould refufe, and then be forced to do it at laft by being 
«< made a Prifoner .^* Upon this Deliberation, Jofeph re(blved to (land it out with them, 
and bear his Part in the common Defperation of jthe City. '* This, my good Friends 
<< and Countrymen, (fays he) is the true Time to (hew themfelves brave in, when there 
«* is no Hope of Safety but in their Arms : When they arc fure to receive Honour in 
<« Exchange for their Lives; and for ading hke good Patriots, have their Memories ce- 
« lebrated to Pofterity for their Country's Devotees." 

From thefe Words Jofeph advanced to Aftion, and putting himfelf in the Head of 
the braveft Men he had, charged the Enemy's Guards, beat them from their Trenches, 
and ptt(hed them up to the very Camp: One" while tearing their Skins to Pieces that 
covered them in their Works; another while fetting Fire to the Works themfelves : 
And this they did Time after Time, for three or four Days and Nights together, with 
an infuperable Boldnefs, and an indefatigable Labour. 

When Vefpafian faw how hard it went with the Ronuns upon thefe Encounters; 
for when they^-were worded, they were a(hamed to turn their Backs; and when they 
got the. better of it at any Time, they were too heavy armed to purfue the Advantage: 
So thai the Jews never fallied, but they did fome Mi(chief or other before they went 
back again: When Ve(pafian, I fay, found upon what Terms they were, he command- 
ed 
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cd his Troops to give over the Attack, and not caft away their Lives agatnft Men that 
did but defire to die, under the Provocation of an incurable Defpair. Their Rage, he 
faid, was but like a Blaze that would go out of itfelf, if it wanted but Matter to en- 
tertain it : Befide, that the Cafe of the Romans was quite a different Thing from that 
of the Jews ; the former fought only for Dominion; the other, for Life and Liberty; 
and the one had a great deal more Need of Victory than the other. But in the mean 
Time, the Arabian and the Syrian Slingers, Archers, Engineers, &c. were all at Work 
with their Stones, Arrows and Lances^ (And nothing, in fine, of that Kind was idle, 
as the Jews found to their Cofl.) But all this was fo far from daggering the Jews, that 
on the clear contrary, they prefTed through all Difficulties to fingle out the Romans, 
Body to Body ; and there fought it out, without Quarter on either Hand ; and the 
Living, on both Sides, ftepping up to fupply the Place of the Dead. 



CHAP. IX. 

A Defcription of the Battering Engine the Ram. The Manner of ordering 
it. A Contrivance to defeat the Force of it. The Jews have Recourfe to 
Fire. A brave Acfion of one S^LmtK^s. Tv;o glorious Heroes. Vefpa- 
lian receives a flight Wound on the Ancle. The flrange Force of Battery. 
A bloody Nighty for the Lofs of brave Men. The Jews fl and firm to 

; thelaft. '^ 

BETWIXT the Length of the Siege, and the perpetual Excurfions of the befieg- 
ed, Vcfpafian was as good as befieged himfelf : But having now carried up his 
Works near the Height of the Walls, he refolved to bring it then to an IfTuc by the 
Dint of Battery, and ordered a Ram to be brought up to the Place of A(3:ion. This 
Ram is a Machine of a prodigious Bulk and Size, like the Maft of a Ship, fortified 
with a ftrong Piece of Iron at the Top of it, like the Head of a Ram : From whence, 
and from the Manner of pu(hing in the Ufe of it, like the butting of that Creature, it 
took the N*.me. This Engine is hung up by the Middle, with great Cables or Ropes, ^ 
£sLflened to crofs Timbers, well cramped togetherand ftrongly fupported. There it lies 1 
upon a Poife, like the Beam of a Pair of Scales: And as it hangs balancing thus in the 
Air, it is moved backward and forward by the Force of many Hands, and falh with 
fuch a Violence upon the Place where it is to batter, that no Wall is able to ftand the 
continued Repetitions of that Attack. 

Delay was now Death to Vefpalian, and the Siege a Kind of Idlenefs to theRomaos: 
Whereas the Jews at the fame Time were ftill doing of Mifchief; fo that the GeneraFs 
Heart was now fct altogether upon Difpatch. The firft Thing he did in Order to it, 
was to bring his Slingers, Archers and ordinary Machines, clofer up to the Town^^.to 
beat the Defendants from the Walls, and to make Way for the Ram; which j(f|&B then 
immediately brought on: That is to fay; fo foon as the Bow-men, and their Compa- 
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nions, had made the Wall too hot for the- Jews to (hew their Heads upon. It was 
covered with Hurdles and wrapt up in Hair- Skins, for the Security both of the Mana- 
gers and of the Machine, The very firjft Stroke of it put the People into an Uproar, 
as if the Town had been taken; and Jofeph finding that their battering ftill in the fame 
Place, would bring down the Wall over their Heads in a very ftiort Time, ordered 
fcveral Sacks of Chaff to be provided, and let down by Ropes from the Battlement a- 
gainft the Place where the Engine played : And ftill as the Romans changed their Bat- 
tery, the Jews encountered them with their Sacks ; by which Means they did general- 
ly cither mifs their Mark, or fail of the Effeft^ 

This Invention was a mighty Hindrance to the Romans ; for which Way foever 
they pointed the Engine, the Jews would be fure to meet them with their Chaff- 
Bags, and the Wall never the worfe for the Blow ; till the Romans found out another 
Way to defeat the Contrivance : That is to fay, they got a Provifion of long Poles, 
with (harp Iron Hooks faftened to the Ends of them, like Paring-Knives j and with 
thefe they immediately cut the Strings of the Bags ; and upon this Difappointment, 
the Machine did its Office again i and the Wall being but newly repaired and not yet 
fettled, could not poffibly hold out any longer. Jofeph and his Companions had now 
nothing left them to truft to but Fire ; fo that getting together all the combuftible 
Matter they could lay Hand on, befide Pitch> Sulphur, and the like; they divided it 
feverally into three Parcels, and fct Fire to the Roman Machines, Huts, and all Ma- 
terials that would take it, in three fcveral Places at the fame Time. The Rage of 
the Flames and of the Jews was fo terrible, that there was no Place for Relief, and 
the Danger equal of perilhing both Ways- The Conflagration, in fine, was fo dread- 
ful, that it deftroycd all in a Moment that the Romans had been fo long a doing, and 
with fo much Labour and Hazard. 

There was one Samaras of Paab in Galilee, and the Son of Eleazar, who fignalized 
himfelf upon this Occafion by an Adlion never to be forgotten, and hath confcqucntly 
a Right to a Part in this Hiftory. He took up a mighty Stone, and caft it down from 
the Wall upon the Machine with fo prodigious a Force, that he brake off the Iron 
Head of it : And then leaping down into the middle of his Enemies, carried it off, 
without any Apprehenfion of Danger, to the Foot of the Wall ; where he ftood a' 
while, unarnacd as he was, a common Mark for the Enemy, till he had five Arrows 
^ iluck in his Body. In this Condition, he remounted the Wall; where he ftood for 
a fliort Time a glorious Spedacle, without any Change either of Countenance or Bc- 
haviour*. till at laft he droppeddown dead with the Anguifli of his Wounds; and th« 
Head ot the Machine in his Arms, which he would never quit to the laft. 

There were alfo two Brothers of Ruma in Galilee, Nctiras and Philip, that were 
as brave as it was poffible for Men to be. They fell once upon the Soldiers of the 
tenth Legion with fuch an impetuous Fury, that they brake into the Roman Army, 
and drove all before them that made Head againft them: While Jofeph, in the Head 
of a Troop of Men with Firebrands, burnt the Machines, Huts, and Works of the 
fifth, and.Iikewife of the tenth Legion; and thofc that followed, made the fame Ha- 
vock with what was left. 
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By the Evening of the fame Day, the Romans were at work with the fame Engine 
again, upon that Part of the Wall that had been fliattered and broken before: Vcfpa- 
fian at the fame Time received a Shot upon the Ancle by an Arrow out of the Town; 
but it proved a flight Wound however, for the Arrow was fpent. They that were 
within Diftance of feeing their General's Blood, put the whole Army into fuch a 
Fright with the Alarum, that the very Commanders themfelves quitted their Pofts, 
and came thronging to the head Quarter to learn the Truth of the Matter; Titus him- 
felf, in the firft Place, out of an impatient Tendernefs for his Father: But this gene- 
rous Zeal caft the Multitude into a Confternation. Vefpafian, however, put them all 
quickly out of their Pain, both Titus and the Army, by (hewing himfelf frankly, 
and upon the main making little or nothing of the Difader. So that the Anxiety 
and Sorrow they laboured under before, for fear of a mortal Calamity, was now turned 
only into the Tranfport of an honourable Revenge: Vefpafian encouraging the Soldiers, 
and they one another, to fall on and renew the AfTault, in Defiance of all Oppofition. 
The Enemies Stones and Arrows deftroyed great Numbers of the Jews; but Jofeph 
and his People made good the Wall ftill; and with Fire, Sword, and other Inftruments 
of Mifchief, lay galling the People that had the Government of the battering Engine. 
The Jews now, with all their Bravery, advanced little yet; in regard that they were 
forced to fight in Sight of the Enemy; and the Fire they made ufe of againft the Ro- 
!nans, gave the Enemy Light againft themfelves: So that they ftood fo fair a Mark, 
that there was no miffing it on the one Side, and no avoiding it on the other; for 
they could not fo much as fee the very Machines from whence the Weapons came. 
By the Force of Stones from thofe Engines, the very Battlements and the Corners of 
the Towers were broken down; and where they fell into a Body, they carried away 
whole Files before them. But whoever would be informed of the wonderful Eflfed 
of thefe Machines, needs never look farther than into the Hiftory of that Night. 

There was a Friend of Jofeph's, that as he was upon the Walls of Jotapata with 
him, had his Head ftruck off with a Stone from one of thefe Engines; which was 
carried three Furlongs from the Place, as if it had been thrown out of a Sling. And 
another, coming croft a big-bellied Woman, carried the Child within her half a Fur- 
long from the Body. Now taking all this together; the prodigious Violence and the 
terrible Clattering of thefe Machines, and of the Weapons they cafti^ the frequent 
Noifes of the Dead and Wounded falling from the Walls; the Shrieks and Groans of 
Women within the Town, anfwered by other miferable Creatures from without; the ^ 
Town-Ditch flowing with Blood, and filled with Piles of Carcafles, fufficient tp mount 
an Enemy to the AfTault; and the Echos from the Mountains, after all this, doubling 
the miferable Story : There was nothing wanting that forrowful Njjght, in fine, that 
might ftrike the Eye or the Ear with an unexprcffible Horror. Tnere was a huge 
Slaughter of brave Men in that Night's Adlion, in a moft he roical Defence of the Li- 
berty of their Country; which they maintained all Night againft the uttermoft Ef- 
forts of the Enemy's Machines, till Break of Day; and then the Wall fell to Pieces. 
But the Jews, even in this difmal Extremity, made the Breach good yet, ^th their 
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Bodies and their Arms, before the Romans could pafs their Men over the Ditch ttt 
the Attack. 



CHAP. X. 

Vefpafian makes ready to renew the AJfault. Jofeph prepares for the En- 
counter, and gives his Teople their LeJJbn. A horrid Confujion of Out- 
cries upon the Approach of the Army. Jofeph / Men keep to their Or^ 
ders. A bloody ConftiB. The Romans advance up to the Wall under 
Cover of their Bucklers. The Jews pour fcalding Oil among them. The 
ftrange Courage and Conftancy of the Romans. Vefpafian orders the 
Raifing of his Tlatforms. The Jews are forced to quit the Breach. 

WHEN the Roman Army had a little refrcftied themfelves next Morning after 
the Fatigue of fo feverc a Night, Vefpafian put cvenr Thing in Readinefs for 
an Affault; taking Care in the firft Place to keep the Jews from daring to (hew them- 
felves in the Breach. To this End, he difmounted a Party of the beft Horfc he had; 
armed them at all Points, and fo ranged them in three Divifions, with Pikes in their 
Hands, to make good the Breach: And they themfelves, upon the Advance of the 
Bridges, to be the firft to enter the Town. Thefe Horfe were to be feconded by a 
Body of choice Foot; and the Remainder of the Horfe to be diftributed quite round 
the mountainous Parts of the City, to make fure that, upon the taking of it, no Crea- 
ture fhould efcape. The next in Order, were the Archers, with their Bows and Ar- 
rows fixed and at Hand; and fo for the Slingers and Engineers. Others were em- 
ployed with Ladders to attempt the Scaling of fome Parts of the Wall that were in- 
tire; which was intended only for an Amufement, and to draw off Affiftance from 
other Places that more needed it, and to force them by this Diverfion to abandon the 
Attaek. 

Jofeph was fo well informed of the Romans Purpofes and Defigns, that he employ- 
ed only Men that were either over-wrought or fuperanuated, for the Guard of thofe 
Parts of the Wall that were found; as, who (hould fay, '^ there is no Danger upon 
•« this Quarter.'* But wherever there was the Icaft Crack or Flaw, not a Man was 
made ufe of for that Duty but of a tried Integrity andCourage : And he himfelf, with 
five more, in tjie Head of them torecfive the firft (fiock of the Enemy; giving them 
in Charge, not fo much as to mpABf| Outcries of infulting Clamours, but rather to 
(hut their Ears againft them : Fdr^rcy were all but Noife. As for their Archers, the 
Shields over their Heads were the beft Qefence againft their Arrows : Or they might 
withdraw a little till they had emptied fteir Quivers. But, fays Jofeph, if they come 
once to lay over their Bridges, there is nQt]u»g to be.thought of but Fighting; And 
not as People in Defence of a Couotiy that mfiLbe prefer ved, but for the Honour and 

^'^' KsL a ly Vindi- 
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Vindication of a Country that is already loft, and to make the Authors of your Ruin 
pay dear for their Purchafe. For what can you expedt, upon the fubduing of your 
City, but that your Adverfaries will gratify their Cruelty with the Blood of your Fa- 
thers, your Wives and your Children ? After this Manner Jofeph divided himfelf. 

When the common People, the Women, and the Children, faw the Town fur- 
rounded by three Armies ; (and no Force (tnt out to encounter them) the Enemy 
, marching up with their drawn Swords towards the weak Side of the Wall ; the Moun- 

** tains round about glittering with Arms; and the Arabians ready with their Arrows; 
they fet up fuch a Howl, as if the City were not only in Danger of Ruin, but already 
taken. Thefe Clamours were fo moving, that Jofeph prefeiuly ordered the Women 
to their Houfes, and to Silence at their Peril, fur fear of dilhcartening the Soldiers; 
while he himfcif went away to that Part of the Town that fell to his Lot; paffing by 
the Haling Ladders without fo much as minding them: IJis Thoughts being altogether 
taken up with the Enemies Way of Attack by their Darts and their Arrows. 

Upon the founding of their Trumpets, the'giving of the Signal, and the military 
Shout of the Army, the very Sky was darkened with a Cloud of Arrows. Jofeph's 
Companions did not forget their Leflbn, but ftopt their, Ears againft the Clamours^ 
and covered themfclves with their Shields againft their Shot. But upon the leaft Ad- 
vance of the Bridges, they flew upon the Romans like Lightening, to put a Stop to the 
Defign, either by keeping them off, or by beating them oiF, and difputing every 
Inch of the PcfTeflion, For as faft as the Romans endeavoured to mount the Bridge, 
the Jews violently puftied them down again, with fignal Inftances both of their Skill 
and Courage, in the Condud: and Execution; fliewing themfclves as bold and fearlefs 
in the Extremity of Danger, as the Romans were where there was none at all j nay, 
the greater the Hazard, the firmer was their Rcfolution. And when they were once 
engaged, there was no parting them without the Death of the one or the other. But 

, the Jews being Iftpt upon perpetual Duty, and no Enforcements to relieve them ; 
whereas the Romans had their Men frefli and frefli ftill ; and as one Party was wearied, 
or worftcd, another at Hand to fupply the Place: Numbers of Neceflity carry it at 
the long Run. The Romans were fenlible of the Advantage they had; and fo oreff- 

.ing as clofe together as one could ftand to another, they threw their long Bucklers over 
their Backs; and making an impenetrable Figure, they drove the Jews before them; 
as if the Strength of the whole Army had been united into one entire Body : And fo 
advanced up to the very Wall. . 

In this Diftrefs, Jofeph, upon Advice with his NeeefSties and Defpairs, refblvcd 
upon a Trial of this Experiment. The Jews having a great deal of Oil by them, Jo- 
feph ordered the boiling a confiderable Quantityt.x)f it; and fo to caft it down fcalding 
hot upon the Soldiers under the Wall, together v^fXkt^ the very Pots and Veflels it was 
boiled in. This was done accordingly, and paflihg between the Bucklers, and over 
the Bodies of the Romans, it utterly broke their Order, and deftroyed the Men ; by 
forcing them down from the Wall in their extreme Mifcry. For the Oil, flowing 
under their Arms from Head to Foot, and fo all over the Body, confumed the Flefh 
like Fire itfelf ; being naturally apt to take Heat, and long a cooling. And then their 
Armour being braced and buckled to their Bodies, there was no getting clear of the 

Torment.: 
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Torment: Some of them leaping and fpringing m their Pains; others drawn double, 
and all falling from the Bridge down to the Ground. And for thofe that attempted to 
get off to their own People, they were eafily maftered by the Jews at their Backs. 

In the whole Courfe of thefe calamitous Circumftances, there was no falling cither 
of Courage in the Romans, or of Prudence in the Jews. For the Romans, notwith* 
Aandingp'the Mifery they endured by the fcalding Oil, had the Heart yet to prefs upon 
thofe that poured it among them, and not without a Competition who fliould be fore- 
moft. The Jews after this, put another Check to the Progrefs of the Romans, by 
cafting boiled Fenugreek upon the Bo^irds of the Bridge; which made them fo flippery, 
that the Romans could not keep their Feet upon them: So that they could neither 
fight nor fly. Some fell at their Length upon the Planches, wliere they were trampled 
upon by their own People: Others fell lower, where they lay at the Mercy of the Jews 
Shot. Vefpafian found his People fo harraflfed out by this Way of Fighting, that to- 
ward Evening he called them off; having loft feveral MeA, and more wounded. Of 
Jotapata there were only fix Men flain, and upwards of three hundred hurt. This 
Adtion paflt:d the twentieth of the Month Defius. 

Vefpafian was fo fenfible of the Mifcarriage of this Aflault, that he treated the Army 
with an excufatory Compliment upon that Occafion : But finding the Soldiery fo far 
from being dejefted, that they were rather inflamed, and that they had more Mind to 
be doing than talking; he ordered the raifing of his Platforms, and the erefting of 
three wooden Towers upon them, of fifty Foot a-piece; covered all over with Iron, to 
keep them fteady with the Weight, and make them Proof againft Fire. In thefe Tur- 
rets were the choice^ of his Markfmen and Engineers, with their Machines, Inftru- 
ments and Arms. The People in them had this Advantage of the Befieged, that they 
were out of Sight and Reach of the others : Whereas tbpfe upon the Wall were eafily 
feen and wounded from the Turrets. So that the Jewrt tcing neither able to avoid the 
Arrows from above, nor fo much as to fee who hurt thcnj, quitted the Breach ; but 
b ftill upon all Attacks made a vigorous and a brave Refiftance. At this Rate did Jo- 
■ itapata defend itfelf, though with daily Lofs of Men, and with much more Hazard and* 
^ Mifchief to themfelves than to' the Enemy. 



CHAP. ,:lL 

'Trajan y^«/ to rehce Japha. The Teo^emect hmi on the TP'ay to give him 

Battle. The Je^s put to Flight , ana driven into the fir ft Enclofure, The 

Mijery of thoje that -were cooped up there. A prodigious Slaughter. Trajan 

Y dejircs Vefpafitn to Jend Titus to the Finijhing oj the iroi k. Titus brings 

r^ his Troops to Japlia. The Romans mount the JFalls, and enter the Town. 
yi bloody Street -fight of fm Hours. Not a Creature Jpaicd but IFomen 
K and Children. 
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VESPASIAN being given to underftand, that Japha, a neighbouring City to 
Jotapata, after the Example of the other, was grumbling toward a Revolt ; cf- 
pccially encouraged by the famous Defence of that Place, that held out beyond all Ex- 
pcftation; fent Trajan, the Commander of the tenth Legion, with two thoufand 
Foot, and a thoufand Horfc, to reduce them. But finding the Town impregnably for- 
tified, (for befide the natural Strength of the Situation, it was encompaffed with a dou- 
ble Wall) he was encountered upon the Way, by the Inhabitants of the Place, in a 
Pofture to give him Battle. The Bodies joined ; and after a flight Refiftance, Trajaa 
put them to Flight, and purfued them foclofe upon the Heel to the out- Wall, (which 
was the Place they made to) that they fell with them pell-mell into the firft Enclofure; 
but upon prefling up to the fecond Wall, the Townfmen fliut the Gates upon them. 
for fear of taking in both Friend and Foe one with another. This extraordinary Way 
of delivering up the Galileans into the Hands of the Romans, was a moft judicial Pro- 
vidence of Heaven, for thefe Men to be ftiut out of their own Gates by their own 
People, and given up for a Sacrifice to an Enemy that thirfted for their Blood. Thcjf 
crowded in Throngs up to the Gates; called to the Officers by their Names, and beggea 
Admittance; having their Throats cut at the fame Time, with their very Prayers be- 
twi'xt their Lips. The Romans kept one Gate, and the Citizens the other ; and of 
thofe that were cooped up in this Enclofure, feme laid violent Hands upon themfelves; 
others fell by the Swords of their Companions; and thofe not to be numbered, that fell 
by the Hands of the Romans: And not one Creature of all thefe at laft that had the 
Heart to lift up a Hand, or fo much as ofl:er at a Revenge : For over and above the 
Dread of an Enemy, (heir Spirits were taken down with a Senfe of Treachery among 
themfelves. They died, in fine, to the Number of twelve thoufand Perfons; and all 
curfing the Jews, not the Romans. 

Trajan gave it now for granted, that their martial Men were in a Manner all cut off; 
and for thofe that were left, they would take Warning by their Companions: So that 
he fent away prefently to defire Vefpafian, that his Son Titus might have the Honour 
of finiftiing the Work. Vefpafian underftood it of fomewhat confiderable that was yet 1 
to be done; and fo Titus was difpatched away accordingly, with an Inforcement of five ^ 
hundred Horfe and a thoufand Foot; which he divided immediately upon his Arrival 
into two Attacks: That on the Left-hand he gave to Trajan, and the Right-hand Di- 
irifion he commanded himfelf. The firft Thing that the Romans did after this^ was to 
plant Scaling Ladders, and then to mQunt the Wall upon all Quarters at the fame Time. 
The Galileans made fome faint Rcfiftance for a while; but foon quitting the Wall, Ti- 
tus with his Party prefently leaped down^ter them, and entered the Town. It came 
now to a dcfperate Street-Fight; which, betwixt Ambuflies, and Sallies from Nooks 
and narrow Paflcs, where a great Number of fturdy Fellows were got together, and 
Annoyances of all Sorts that they received from the very Women upon the Tops of 
the Houfes, lafted a matter of fix Hours. But the daring Men being by this Time 
cut off, the Remainder of the Multitude, whether at Home or in the Field, youngi 
Men and old, were all deftroyed indifl^erently, and not a Male left alive but Infants, ' 
who were carried away Captives with the Women. The Number of the $laiii iB 
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the City, and in the firft Encounter, was fifteen thoufand, and two ihoufand one 
hundred and thirty Prifoncrs. This Judgment befel the Galileans on the twentieth 
of the Month Defius. 



CHAP. XIL 

The Samaritans upoft Moimt Gerizzim meditating a Rebellion^ Vefpafian 
Jends Cerealis to take Care of it. The Samaritans in a formidable Body. 
A mortal Drought for Want oj Water. An Indemnity offered by Cerea- 
lis, and rejeBed. The Teople put to Death every Man of them. 

THE Samaritans had their Part alfo in the publick Calamity. They had their 
Meeting upon Mount Gerizzim; the holy Mountain, as they counted it; and 
-there they waited in their Places for the event of things : But in the mean Time, 
the very Air of the Aflcmbly, and the Manner of their Behaviour, was menacing and 
unquiet, and gave to underftand what they would be at. For they were never the 
wifer for Example and Experience; but without conlidering either their own Weak- 
nefs, or the mighty and profperous Power of the Romans, they were at that Time 
running headlong into a Rebellion ; but Vefpafian took an early Care to prevent the 
Mifchief. For though the whole Province of Samaria was in a manner befet with Gar- 
rifons, he was not yet without fome Apprehenfion of what fuch a Multitude of People, 
and fuch a Confpiracy of ill Aff^eftions. might produce; fo that for Fear of the worft, 
he fent away Cerealis, a Tribune of the fifth Legion, with fix hundred Horfe and three 
thoufand Foot, to take Care of the Public. 

When Cerealis came up with his Troops to this Mountain, he found the Samaritans 
gathered together ther^ in fo vafi a Body, that he did not think fit to attack them upon 
that Pofl:; but rather intrenched himfelf round about them at the Foot of the Mountain; 

f where for that Day they were as good as befieged. It fo fell out, that being now in the 
Height of Summer, and a very hot Seafon, the Samaritans were in great Want of Wa- 
ter (the Country having made no Provifion to fupply it;) infomuch, that there died fome 
or other of them daily of a parching Drought; others went over to the Romans, chu- 
fing rather to fufFer the Slavery, than fo miferable ja Death. Cerealis being informed by 
DeferterSi that they that ftaid behind were as much broken and out of Heart as their 
Fellows, he advanced up the Mountain, and drawing out his Army round the Enemy, 
did not only offer them Life and Liberty, apon Condition of laying doWn their Arms; 
but befought them with all the Courtefy imaginable, *to accept of the Indemnity that 
was offered, upon an Affurance that it (hould be made good. But they were not to be 
prevailed upon; and fo they were all put to the Sword, to the Number of eleven thou- 
fand fix hundred Per|pns. There efdiped not fo much as one Man of them ; And this 

f*" happened the 27th or4hc*ll{onth Defius. 
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C H A R XIII. 

77'^ Romans Jf^orks arc now finijlcd. A Dcfcrtcr gives Vefpafian Infe///- 
gcvcc of the State of the Town: U'ith Advice to fall on about Brezik of 
Day. Vcfpafian coufidcrs of /7, takes his Ti?7h\ and carries ifi The 
Tarticulars of the Aellon. An inhumane Cruelty. Abafc and a trca- 
chcrous Murder. Foicy thounind Men killed in the Siege; the City razcd^ 
a fid the Cajlles burnt. 

^^T^ H E People of Jotapata held out a long Time, and ftoodfirm againft all Extrcmi- 
j|[ ties with a Conrtar.cy to Admiration. But upon the forty fcventh Day, when the 
Romans had carried up their Works to over-top the Walls, Vcfpafian had an Account 
brought him by a Dcferter, of the State of the Town: Which was, th^t what with the 
Lofs of Men, Watching, and hard Duty, the Garrifon was {\:i weakened, that with one 
ilurp Aflault more, the Romans might certainly carry the Place; or, which would be 
the eafier Way, it was but taking the right Opportunity to furprizc them. S^o the De- 
ferter advifed Vcfpafian to take his Time about iircak of Day, when he might be fure to 
find them fupine and carelefs; and the Guard lb drowly and tired, that he could hardly 
fail of carrying his Point. 

Vcfpafian was fo well acquainted with the obllinate Fidelity of the Jews one to another, 
and with the Grcatncfs of their Stomachs in cafe of Force or Torments; that he gave lit- 
tle or no Credit to this Fugitive; for the Sake of an Inilance he had fecn of a wonderful 
Conftancy of Mind in one of that City already. He was a Prifoncr of Jotapata; and 
being put to the Qocftion about the Condition of the Town, he ftood all Manner of Tor- 
tures, even to Fire and the Crofs itfelf, to the Contempt of Death in all Forms, rather 
than make the leaft Difcovery. But the Thing not being very unlikely, Vcfpafian thought 
with himfelf that it might yet pofiibly be true: Or, at the worll, that he (hould run no 
R.iTc at all in fecming to believe it. Upon this Confidcration, he ordered the Informer 
to be taken into Cuftody, and every Thing to be made ready for the AflTault. 

At the Hour afiigned, the Army made a filcnt iVIarch up to the Walls : Titus in the 
Head ot it, with Domitius Sabinas, and fome pickt Men out of the fifteenth Legion. 
They killed the Centinels; cut the Throats of the Guards; entered the City; and after 
them followed Sextus Ccrealis the Tribune, and Placidus, with the Troops under their 
Command. The Romans were now in Poficllion of the Fort; Mailers of the Town; 
broad Day-light, and yet the Garrifon fo Ipent and moped with Labour and Ovcrwatch- 
ing, that to this Inftant they did not fo much as know the Town was taken. Nay, thofe 
that were awake, were almoft as much to feck too as the reft: For there fell fuch a Mill 
in that very Inftant, that cither they (livv nothing at all, or they did not know what 
th;:y law. This Fog continued till the whole Army were entered the Place : The People 
never waking till they felt the Danger, and till they were convinced by dying that they 
w'.re unJiOnc. The Romans had fuffcred too much in the^Siege, to have any Senfe of 
Mercy or renderncfs upon the Storm. Some were thrown Headlong down, in the Scuffle, 

from 
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from the Top of the Fort to the Bottom; others, that wanted neither Good-will nor 
Rcfolution to revenge themfelves, were either pieffed to Death in Crowds, or forced 
down Precipices, or daflied to Pieces with Ruins from over their Heads. This was 
the Gafe of feveral of Jofeph's feledt Friends; who chofc rather to die by their owa 
Hands,* than by the Ha^d of an Enemy; and to kill themfelves in private, when they 
could not have the Satisfadlion of taking a. Roman along with them. This was it that 
moved divers of them to withdraw together into a remote Part of the City, and there 
to do the laft Office one for another. 

Thofe of the Guard that took the firft Notice of the Town's being loft, got into a 
certain Turret toward the North; where they were aflaulted, and for a while made it 
' good : Biit' being overborn with Numbers, they offered to treat; and finding no Terms 
wou.ld be allowed them, they were cut to Pieces upon the Place, and fell like Men of 
Brdvery and Honovir. This Aftiun clofed the Siege; and the Day had paflcd without 
one Drop of Roman Blood, if it had not been for the Death of Anthony, a Centurion, 
Who wasbafuly and trencheroufly killed. There were feveral of the Jews that fled into 
Caves; and one of them called out to Anthony for Quarter, and his Right-hand upon 
it, as an Obligation of Honour for the Performance of the Condition. Anthony, 
unwjirily ftretcl>ing forth his Right-hand for the Jew's Satisfadtipn, ibe ether flabbcd 
I>hii into the Uroin with a D.igger, and fo dcftroyed him. 

' The Romans killed all they met that Df^y, without fpariiig fo much as one Man: 
And for fomc Days following, they fearched all the Hiding-Places, Vaults, and Cellars 
they could hear of for Fugitives; putting all to Death they could lay Hands on, faving 
only Women and Children. There were twelve hundred Prifoners, and forty thoufand 
Men flain, from one End of the Siege to the other. V^ifpafian ordered the City to be 
razed, and the Caftles to be all burnt. Jotapatn, in fine, was taken the firft of the 
Month Panemus, in the thirteenth Year of Nero: And this was the Manner of tak- 
ing it. 



,: CHAP. XIV. 

4 JiHfi Search for Jofeph, dead or alive. He and forty more found con- 
cealed in a Vault. Jofeph betrayed by a Woman. 1 he General offers 
him ^4arter. He paufes upon it. Nicanor prevails with him to com- 
ply. I he Soldiers inraged at his Ref^fal. Jofeph calls to mind Dreams 
and Revelations long Juice pajfed. ]o{cph delivers himjelf up to the Ko- 
mans, ^general Exclamation againJI Jofeph. The defperate Refolu- 
tion of the Jews. Jofeph deliberates -with his Companions. The horrid 
Impiety of 5i?^M*^S4r. The Jews not to he reclaimed. They draw 
*i^tsfor their ^/Vf 14.^ Jofeph, and one Jew more^ fubmit to live. Jofeph 
"'^'^luMB. 12. ^^ * B b conduBed 
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conduBcd by Nicanor to Vefpafian: TFbo orders him to be kept clofe. Vet 
pafian Jhcaks to Jofeph in private. ]ok^\x highly in Favour with Titus, 
]ok^\ijbreteh the Sncccjfion of Vefpafian and Titus to the Empire. 
Vefpafian yi^wj not to heed it at fir ft ^ till the Truth of theTredi8ion 
comes afterward to be confirmed. Vefpafian returns to Ptolemais, andfi 
to Coefarea. 

TH E Romans were every where hunting up and down for Jofeph, partly out of 
a perfonal Animofity to him, and in Part out of an officious Forwardnefs to 
pick a Thank with Vefpafian; who looked upon him as the main Support of the War. 
They fearched for him among the Dead and among the Living, and in all Places where 
the Body of a Man might be concealed. But it was his good Hap, upon the taking of 
the Town, to make his £(cape through the very middle of his Enemies, and to get at 
lad into aii old deep Pit, with a PafTage that led out of it into a large Cavern; which 
was not to be difcerned from above. In this Cave, Jofeph found forty eminent Perfons 
under his QwnCircumftances, with Provifions about them for feveral Days. Now the 
Enemy being Mafter of the whole Country thereabouts, Jofeph was fain to keep clofc 
in the Day-time; but went abroad ftill in the Night, to obferve the Enemies Guards, 
and fee what Poffibility o? making an Efcape. The Watches, it feems, were lb ftrift 
and vigilant, that there was no getting away; and that it was for his Sake foo that they 
made this Scrutiny. Upon this, he went back again to his Retreat, and there lay ftill 
a while|. On the third Day after this, he was betrayed by a Woman that was taken up; 
and Vefpafian immediately upon this Difcovery fent two Tribunes to him, Paulinus and 
Galljcanus, to invite him out of his Hole; with an AfTurance, upon the General's Word 
and Honour^ that he fliould be fairly treated. Jofeph durft not truft fo far to the Ro« 
man Generofity, as to venture himfelf upon the General's Parole; but being confcious to 
hioifelf of the Mifchief he had done them, he had more Reafon, he thought, to exped 
a Revenge than a Favour; and fe excufed himfelf from complying with the Propofal. 
Vefpafian, after this, fent hiip a third Tribune, one Nicanor, Jofeph's old Friend and 
Acquaintance, 'i^is Nicanor treated Jofeph at large, upon the generous Hufngnity of 
the vrftorious Romai^s^ towards thofe they have fubdued: Afluring him moreovi^ that 
they were fo far frooi-bearing him any Ill-will for the Hurt he had done them, Jby the 
Bravery and Condudt of a gallant Man; that, on the contrary, they had a high Efteem 
of him for his Virtues. And befides, fays Nicanor, why fliould Vefpafian need to Itand 
cxpoftulating with Jofeph upon Conditions, when he has it abfolutely in his Power to 
do whatever he will with him already? Vefpafian loves a worthy Man^ and he has a 
Mind to oblige Jofeph, as a Perfon of that Charaftcr. Or can you imagine now, that 
if the General had any mean falfe Thing to do, he would ever have employed a Friend 
in the Office of a Rafcal; or have wrapt up fo black a Villainy under fo illuftrious a 
Cover ? Or do you think again, that even I myf(:If, if I had been pat upon it, would 
ever have fubmitted to be an Inftrument in fo foul a Treachery: The Cafe was fo clear, 
and Jofeph made fuch Difficulties of coming over to the'Reflfcn of it> that4|ielit.omaa 
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.Soldiers had certainly fet Fire to the Cave, if Vefpafian had not taken them off by a 
fcjggeftion, that he was refolvcd to get Jofcph alive into his Hands. Nicanor all this 
while lay prcffing Jofeph to a Concipliance, with Inftances more and more: The Rage 
Aid Menaces of the Soldiers ftill incrcafing with the Number. This brought to Jofcph's 

jnd certain Dreams he had; wherein God had revealed to him the miferable Calami- 
that were to betide the Jews, and the Profperity and Greatnefs of the Romans. 
Jofcph had an extraordinary Gift of expounding Dreams, and the Faculty of un- 
riddling many of thofe Secrets that God had been pleafed to couch under Veil and My- 
ftery. As he was a Prieft himfelf, and of the facerdotal Race, he was a Perfon pcr- 
fedlly well Ikillcd in the Writings of the holy Prophets: And in this very Inftanr, as if 
the Spirit tof God had taken Poffeffion of him, the whole Courfc and Order of bis Vi- 
fions came into his Head; and particularly thofe horrid Images that he had lately feen. 
as well as the reft. And in this Rapture, he addreflcd himfelf in a Prayer to Almighty 
God to this EfFca. " Great God! fays he, fmce it is thy bleffcd Will to dcprcfs the 
'< Jews, and to exalt the Romans; and to make me the Inftrument to foretel thy Pur- 
«< pofc: I fubmit myfclf to thy Providence, and to the Acceptance of my Life, upon 
«< Condition of rendering myfelf to the Romans: But in the Prefcncc of thy lacred 
<< Majefty, I do likewife declare, that I do it as the Minifter of thy good Pleafure^ and 
•« not as a Betrayer of my Country.*' 

Jofeph had no fooner given himfelf up to Nicanor, but all his Comf^anions in the 
Cave came ruffling up to him with clamorous Invedtives and Exclamations. '' What is 
" become of the Laws of our Country, they cried, or of the Honour of our Profef- 
<* fion? The Spirit of our Anceftors, and that primitive Vigour of the Jews, that with 
<< the firft Breath of Life drew in a Contempt of Death? And can Jofeph be ib fond of 
<« that Life too, as ever to think of looking the Sun in the Face^ and fee himfelf a 
<« Slave? Why does he not a£t according to his Do£trine, and Praftice as He teaches ? 
<' He preaches and recommends Liberty to others, and renounces it himfelf. You were 
<< certainly very much miftaken, they cried, in the Meafures you took of true V/ifdom 
'' and Courage; either if you could hope for Quarter where you have £6 little defer ved 
*' it» or if you can link fo low as to accept of Liffc upon difhonourable Terms. i-But 
'^ however the Fortune of Rome may fright you into t Forgetfulnefs o^jrourfelf, it fliall 
«' miTer make us depart from the Duty we owe to the Good pf oCilffvation: And ure 
'< have yet Hearts and Swords ready to (land by you in tlhat Qj^^- Or if you are 
'' otherwife refolved, y9U have it now at your Choice : whettier'^a will die a General 
<< of the Jewi^ or the Death of a Coward and a Traitor. Fall updn your own Sword, 
'^ and you do the former; or leave it to us, and it will be the latter : For the Work is 
•* to be done however." 

The Word was no fooner out, but they all drew upon him, and threatened to kill 
him that Inftant, if he fubmitted to the Romans. Jofeph had fo fcrupulous a Fear 
upon him, left he (hould be taken off before he could acquit |(imfelf of what he had in 
Charge from Almighty God to communicate to the Nation of the Jews, that he en-^ 
tered into a Reafoning of the Cafe in Words to this EfFedt. 

«< What can be the MeuuDg» my good Friends and Companions, of this defperate 
i B b 2 «* Fancy 
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'* Fancy you have taken up, of laying violent Hands upon yourfelvcs, and in fetting the 
*' two deai'cft Friends in Nature at Vaiiancci the Soul and the Body? But am I change<(^ 
'* do you lay? Alk the Romans, h it a glorious Fate to die in War? It is fo undoubt- 
•^ edly, if it be in a War that is managed according to the Law of Arms: That is to 
** fay, where a Man falls by the Hand of a Conqueror. Neither (liould I make zaf ^ 
*^ more Confcience of killing myfcU than of dcfiring a Roman to do it; but yet ^^ mj0^ 
y Romans have a Mind to fpare an Enemy, firall that Enemy, on the other Hand^^^R 
" fo cruel as not to fpare liimfclf ? Or fo foolifli, as to be more rigorous in his own 
** Cafe, than he would have an Enemy to be. No Man dies fo great, 'tis true, as he 
** that facrifices his Life to his Liberty : But then it muft be in Arms, and in the Adl 
** of contending for it ; and that Life taken away, in the Contcfl, by the Competitor 
«* that would take away that Liberty. But we have to do with an Enemy at prefent, 
" that neither kills us, nor fights with us, for the Quarrel is over. Now he is as 
** faint-hearted a Wretch thot prcflls to die, when he Ihould not; as he that is afraid 
«' to die, when his Honour calls him to it. And pray, what is it at laft but the Fear 
*' of Death, that keeps us from going up to the Romans? And fhall we caft ourfclves 
*' into a certain Death one Way, for Fear of an uncertain Death another? But it is, 
** you will fay perhaps, to avoid Slavery: And do you reckon yourfelvcs now to be at 
** Liberty ? But it is looked upon as the Part of a brave iVJan, to take away his own 
«' Life with his own Hand. And what would ycu think of the Mailer of a VefTel now, 
•* that for Fear of a Storm a coming, fiiould fink the Boat before it comes? Would 
•* you account that Man a brave Captain ? To fay nothing of the Affront that is 
«* offered to the common Inftindt of Providence in the Nature of Things ^ for the De- 
** fire of Sclf-Prcfervation is a Principle implanted in all living Creatures ; and for any 
** Thing to deftroy itfclf, is contrary to Nature, and confcquenily a facrilcgious 
•' Wickcdntfs againfl God himfclf. There is no Creature that leeks or covets its own 
** Death, in Oppofition to the univcrfal Impulfe of a Dcfire to live : And therefore we 
** pronounce thofe People our Enemies, that would take away our Lives, and punifli 
*' thofe that lie in wait to deftroy us. It is from God that we have received Life, 
•' and it is to him again, in his good Time, that we are to render it: And what can be 
** more provoking and ungrateful now, than the Defpifing of his Gifts ? Our Bo- 
*« dies are all mortal, and fo are the Materials of which they are compounded: But the 
*' Soul is a divine Particle, infufcd into the Ficflv by God himfclf, and it can never die. 
" If any Man fhall imbczzle or abufe a Depofitum betwixt Man and Man, we can 
•* fay nothing bad enough of him : Now the Soul is efFcdudUy but God'^B Depofitum; 
•* and fliall we prefumc to rob the divine Maiefty, and think ti) come off at laft wilh- 
«' out either Difcovcry or Puniihment ? We tind it reafonable enough to punifti run- 
•* away Servants, though it be from the woift of Maftcrs : And ihall we, at the fame 
** Time, that fori^ke a gracious and a righteous God, pretend to juftify ourfclves? As 
** for thofe that govern themfclvcs according to the Inlliod of Nature, and ^pay the 
*' Debt of Life back ngain to him that gave it, whenever he commands it; do you not 
** know, that cverlafting Honours attend the Memory />f thofe blefTcd Souls from Gene- 
•** ration to Generation:. Which, after a certain Number of Ages in the heavenly Man- 
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•* fions provided for them, ftiall return and animate Bodies, pure like themfelves? Whereas 
«« the deepeft Pit of Hell is rcferved for Sclf-Murderers; and God will revenge the Ini- 
«• quitiwS of the Fathers upon the Children in afler Ages. They are hateful to God, 
♦* and the Wifdom of our great Law-giver hath been fo fevere upon them, that he that 
•• kills himfelf is not allowed Burial till after Sun-fct; though a Privilege never denied 
«• to an Enemy. In o.her Places, the Right-hand is cut off from the BoJy of the 
** Dead^ as armed ag.iinft hinifclf : For it was reafonable that the Hand that parted the 
•« Soul and the Body, (lioiild be divided from the Body itfelf. It is a great BlclTing, my 
•* good Friends, to make a right Judgment of Things, and not to render cur Condition 
*• worfe than it is, by blafphcming and incenfing our Maker. Tf we have a Mind to 
•« live, what hinders us ; for Life can be no Diftionour to us, where we have given lo 
** many fignal Proofs of our Virtue Buf if nothing will fcrve us but dying, let us fall 
** by the Hands of thofe that have mattered us. I am not for going over to the Enemy 
** in fuch a Manner, as to fool myfclf out of my Life, by doing the fame Thing to my 
** Deftrudtion, that a Deferter docs to fave himfelf. If the Romans (hould be treachcr- 
** ous, and break Faith with us, it would be no more in fome Rcfpedls, than what a 
** Body might honeftly wifti fur; as it yields Matter for a fteady and a generous Mind 
** to work upon; not only in the Sufferance, but in the Contempt of Death: For the 
" very bafenefs of the Perfidy will be fome Sort of Comfort to U5» when vvc confidcr, 
«« that the Authors of our Ruin have mad^ themfelves infamous and odious to Eternity." 

Jofeph was in Hope by this, and a great deal more to this Purpofe, to have divert- 
ed his Companions from the Impious Refolution of deftrcying themfelves : But he 
found them deaf to all fobcr Counfels, as Men abfolutcly devoted to Dcftrudlion; and 
in fuch a Tranlport of Rage, that they preffcd upon him with their Swords drawn one after 
another, and with menacing Words and Adtions, accompanied with the vilefl: Reproaches 
in Nature. In this Extremity, Jofeph managed with all the Skill and Addrefs ima- 
ginable, treating them one while in the Style and Charafter of his Commillionj (as 
Authority carries a kind of Reverence along with it :) Difcourfing one Man 'by his 
Namc^ taking another by the Hand, foliciting a third, rcafoning with another : So that 
in the Conclufion, by this prudent Application to the diftrafted Variety of Humours, 
hc*divcrtcd the Blow. It was much v/ith him, in fine, a$ it is with a wild Beafc in 
the Middle of a I'roop of Huntfmcn, that turns his Head ftill to him that is next. 
This did not hinder jet, but that, when it came to the Point of Execution, fcveral of 
the Mutineers Hearts failed them : And the Veneration ihey had for their General made 
them drop their Swords, evfti in the Depth of his Diftrcfs. ^ 

But Jofeph aifled all this while, like a wife, as well as a good Man ;jind carting him^ 
fel^upon the Provicftnce of the Almighty, determined at Lift to put his Life to the 
Hazard. «* Well! fjys he, fjncc Dt-ath is the Thing you are rcfolved upon, what 
•« have we more to do now, than to caft Lots one after another for our Lives; and he 
•* ftill upon whom the Lot falls, to be killed by the next Man; and lb every Man to 
«' take his Fortune round after this Method. This will prevent Sclf-Murdcr; fcr 
*• it would be unreafonablc, when part of us are dead, that any of the reft Ili. uld re- 
** pcrit and elc.ape." " They were all pleafed with the Equity of the Expediiiit : A:ui 
(o according to the Propoial they caft Lots; and the Perfons upon whom t!:cy foil 
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were fucceliivcly put to Death by the next Men : Not doubling bu| it would come to 
the Gcnerars Turn at laft, and plcafing thcmfclves with the Hope of dying in his 
Ccnipany ; which they valued more than Life ilfclf. 

It came to this aj la(l (whether by Fortune or by Providence) that there was only 
Joteph, and one more remaining, of the whole Number. Hereupon Jofeph entered 
into this Deliberation. '' If wc call Lots once again, fays he, cither my Friend muft 
*' kill me, or I mufl: kill him, and dip my Hands in the Blood of my Countryman." 
So that Jofeph, in this Difticulty, prevailed with his Companion tofubmitto live, up- 
on his Engagement for his Security. 

When Jofeph was now delivered out of all his Troubles, as well from the Romans 
as from his own People, he gave himfelf up to Nicanor : who conducted him to Vet 
pafian. There was a prodigious Prefs of Pgople gotten together to fee him; and a 
ftrange Confufion of Humours. Some were overjoyed that he was taken; others th|pa- 
teninghim: Some crowding to get nearer him ; and others, at a Diftance, crying out 
for Juftice upon him as a public Enemy. They that were gotten hear enough to ob- 
ferve the Perfon of the Man ; and at the fame Time refledling upon the wonderful Things 
he had done, and the State of his prefent Condition, were in Amazement at the Change. 
But, after all this, there was not any one of the Generals, how much foever prepof- 
fefl'ed againft him before; but, upon the very Sight of him, relented : Titus» efpcci- 
ally ; who was a Perfon, above all the reft, that had the greateft Eftecm for Jofcph's 
Charadler and Perfon, and the infuperablc Dignity of his Mind in the^worft of Acci- 
dents ; comparing alfo what he remembered of him in the War, with what he faw of 
him now in the Hands of his Enemies, could not but make his Obfervation upon 
the Power of Fortune, the variable Chance of War, and the Uncertainty of human 
Affairs, Thefe were Titus's Thoughts of Jofeph : And he brought over all that heard 
him, to be of the fame Opinion ; not excepting his own Father : With whom he was 
very inftrumental toward Jofeph's Prcfervation. 

Vefpafian ordered Jofeph to be kept in clofe Cuflody, as if he intended to fend him 
to Nero, who thereupon defired a Word in private with him. Vefpafian, upon this 
Intimation, cleared the Room of all but himfelf, Titus, and |^o^ Friends ; and then 
gave him his Audience; Jofeph delivering himfelf in Terms to this Effcdt, *« Sif, Gljs 
" he, you have now in you Hand, Jofeph, a Prifoner ; aod your prefent ThougKfc per- 
'< haps looks no farther : But I am here a Meffenger fent by God himfelf, about a Mat- 
•* ter that much more concerns you. And if it had not been for this Commiffion, I 
<< could not have been here at prefent, contrary to the Duljr of a Jewifli General, alive, 
jf^ IP the Hand of an Enemy. But what am I to be fent to Nero for, when Vefpafian 
*< himfelf is fo near the Empire, that I can hardly diftingui(h betwixt Vefpafian 4ipd 
*' the Emperor, or Casfar ? Befide that, his Son Titus is to conie after him. Keep me 
'^ as clofe as you pleafe, provided I may be Vefpafian's Prifoner; who is not only my 
•* Mafter, but in EfFedl the Lord of the Univerfe. This is the Truth of what I have 
*< in Charge to deliver : And whenever I (hall be found fo.facrilegious an Impofler as 
<< to make Ufe of God's Name to a Cheat, make an Example of me. -^" 

This Difcourfe of Jofeph's looked fo like an Invention to fave himfelf^ that Ve(pafian 
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did not fecm to give much Heed to it at firA ; till upon laying togethet certain Impul- 
fcs that he had himfelf^ with other Tokens and Predidlions looking the^ame XVay; 
and then comparing this Story with Jofeph's Kxadtnefs in other Cafes ; he came by 
Degrees to give intire Credit to the Prefage. A Friend and Confident of Vefpafian's 
(one of the two above-mentioned) was expoftulating with Jofcph about the Credibility 
of what he had declared. «* If you are fo good at divining, fays he, how came you to 
•« know nothing of the Dcftrudlion of Jotapata, and of your own Imprifonmentj which 
'* would have faved you a great deal of Trouble ? Well ! fays Jofeph, I foretold the 
*' Inhabitants very particularly what was to befal the Town and mylelf ; that the for- 
•* mer was to be deftroyed upon the forty feventh DsLj^nd that I myfelf was to be 
^' taken Prifoner by the Romans." Vefpafian caufed a rtrid Inquiry to be made, in pri- 
vatej of the Truth of this Relation; ^ich he found verified by the Prifoners : And 
fo came to have a better Opinion of the reft. But Jofeph was not at all eafcd yet in the 
ftridtnefs of his Reftraint ; but, to all other Purpofes of Accommodation and Conveni- 
ence, treated with great Courtefy and Refpedt, by Titus in a more peculiar Manner. 

On the fourth of the Month Panemus, Vefpafian returned to Ptolemais, and thence 
went to Caefarea on the Sea Coaft; which. is the faireft City of Judasa. The greater 
Part of the Inhabitants were Greeks: So that Vefpafian and his Army were welcome 
upon a double Account j partly out of the Love they had for the Romans, and partly 
out of the Averfion they had for the Jews. The latter was fo violent, that they 
prefTed Vefpafian with clamorous Importunities to put Jofeph to Death. The Gene- 
ral confidered this tumultuary Way of Proceeding, only as the Aft of a rafli Multi- ^*' 
tude j and fo difmified the Petitioners without an Anfwer. He looked upon it as a 
commodious Winter Quarter, and fo lodged two Legions in it ; fending the tenth and 
the fifth Legions to Scythopolis, out of a Tendernefs not to overcharge Csfarea. 
This Town is fituate upon a Pla^ near the Sea, extremely hot in the Summer, and 
temperate in the Winter. 



C H A P. XV. 

Joppa a Den ofTbievh and Mutineers. Vefpafian takes the Town by Sttr^ 
prife. The ^habitants put themfehes aboard their Shipping. The De- 
Jcrtption of Joppa.' y^ furious Storm. Joppa taken the Jecond Time by 
the Romans. The Caftle fot tified and garrijoned. Not a Man left alive 
upon the T lace. Jok^h fiid to be JIain, and univerfatfy lamented: But 
nvhen they found htm living, and in Credit with the Romans, he was as 
much envied and deteftedy as he was before efteemed. 



T 



HERE was now a huge Multitude of People g»^gether, partly Rcvoltcrs from 
the Romans, and partly Fugitives out of fome conquered Cities of the Jews. 
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This Rabble vi%B at work upon the Rebuilding of Joppa/ which Ccftius had demolifil- 
ed ; and fqr Want of Subfiftencc in the Country, which he had laid wade, they re- i 
folvcd to try their Fortunes at Sea : And put out with a Fleet of Privateers; fcouriog 1 
Syria, 'Phsenicia, and the Coafts of Egypt; piUagi^g all Traders in thofe Seas, and 
wholly obftrudting the Commerce. Vefpafian, being well informed what they were 
a doing, fent a Body of Horfc and Foot to Joppa; which being loofely guarded, they 
entered the Town in the Night with much Eafe. The Inhabitants were to difordered 
upon this Surprife, that without daring to attempt any Thing upon the Romans, they 
went all aboard in a Hurry, and lay that Night off at Sea, fomewhat more than a 
Flight-fliot from the Town. 

As to the Delcription of the Place, it is a Sea-Town without any Manner of Port; 
the Shore fleep and crnggy ; with two pointed Rocks, one on each Side, ftrctchiog out 
a good Way into the Sea, and a little bendinj^ in the Form of a Half- Moon ; which 
makes a very tempeftuous Sea there in foul Weather. Here are the Marks ftill to be 
fecn of Andromeda's Chains, for the Credit of tlic old Fable. A crofs Wind upoa 
that Quarter dafhcs .the Waves and the Rocks together in fo dreadful a Manner, that 
nothing can be more hiileous or dari^;erous. 

While the Men of /"^ppa w^re riding in this Station, there arofe a furious Storm by 
Break of Day; which is known to the People of the Place by the Name of the Black- 
North. This Wind buttered tiis-ir VlIilIsio Pieces : ST:me agai nil one another, others 
againft the Rocks: And th^^n ihcre were great Nur-ihcrs of them, that labouring a- 
gainft the Tide to put out to S. -■, were overturned and fwallowed up. So that their 
Choice was certain Death, either to fly or ft.iy : The or.c, from the. Rocks i the other, 
from the Enemy. This was their Cunditiv n, bct\vi;:r il^e Winds at Sea, and the Ro- 
mans afliore. It was a difmal Hearing, the Si)r;cks and Outcries of the Peof^, and 
the clattering of the Veffcls : But upon the wiiul^, ibme were drowned; others died 
aboard the Wrecks : Some fell upon their Sword., as if it h:^d been to prevent the Sea; 
fcveral were waflicd away by the Billows, an J beaten to Pieces againft the Rocks ; 
till the Water was difcoloured with the Blood, and the whole Coaft covered with dead 
Bodies : The Soldiers waiting all this while upon the Land to difpatch thofe that were 
driven afliore. They reckonedj^ in fine, upon four thouland two hundred Bodies caft 
up with the Tide. 

Tiic Romans being now Mafters of Joppa without a StroRe, razed it to the Ground: 
And this was the fecond taking of it by them, in a very (hort Titm^ But Vefpafian, 
for fear it might come to be a Neft of Pirates yet once again, fortified the Caftle, and 
put into it a Foot-Garrifon fufiicient to maintain it; leaving there alfo a conllderable 
Body of Horfe, to fcour, burn, and lay wafte all the Town?, Villages, and Country 
thereabouts ; which Orders, Day after Day, were executed accordingly. 

When the News of Jotapata's being taken came to Jerufalem, the Story was fo ex- 
traordinary, and the Fad fo ill attefted, that little or no Heed was given to it. Now 
there was not, in Truth, fo much as one Man of the Place left alive to carry the Tid- 
ings : But the Fame of it bsoke loofe among the Neighbourhood, as ill News co)|^- 
monly fpreads apace. But how doubtful foever it might feem at firft, it came by 

little 
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little and little to pafs for Current; and to fuch a Degree of Credit, that People believ- 
ed more than all, and fwallowed the whole Truft with Additions. For it was coa- 
fidently given out, that upon the taking of the City, Jofcph was flain, to the infinite 
Afflidtion of. Jerufalem, and of all that was confiderable in that City. Some were 
lamented by particular Families ; others, by Friends, Relations, or their own People : 
But the General, being a public Lofs, was the Subjeft alfo of an univerfal Mourning : 
Infomuch^ -that for forty Days there was no Intermiffion of the Solemnity, and no Cofl: 
rpared for the Celebration of the Funeral Ceremony and Pomp. But when Time 
brought Truth to Light, and gave the World the Hiftory of Jotapata juft as it was ia 
Fadt : That is to fay ; when it came to be known that Jofeph was not dead, as report- 
ed, but yet living, and in fo great Credit with the Romans ; that their Generals, in- 
ftead of treating him as a Slave» crowned him with all the Honours they could confer 
upon him : The Veneration they had for him, while they looked upon him to be dead» 
was now turned into the mofl: venomous Envy and Hatred. How many Cowards and 
Traitors did they call him for abandoning the Caufe ! And how did the whole City 
jpin with his Detractors in the Calumny and Reproach ! It is the Part and Praftice of 
wife Men to make ufe of one Misfortune for a Precaution againft another, and to keep 
theinfelves upon their Guard : But thefe People, on the contrary, when they are once 
out of their Way, purfue their Error, and make the End of one Mifchief the Be-? 
ginning of another. At this Rate the Jews were now tranfported into a greater Ri^ 
againft the Romans than ever ; as if the wreaking of their Malice upon them, were 
their neareft Way to Revenge upon Jofeph. Thefe were the Troubles of Jerufaleni 
at this Time. 



CHAP. XVL 

Agri^a treats Vefpafian and his Army twenty Days at Cae&rea Philippi. 
News of Tiberias and Tarichee, that the one is waverings and the other 
revolted. Vefpafian orders Jome Troops to Scythopolis, and encamps at 
£nna|j^ , within Sight of the Rebels. The General gives Valerian his 
Inftru&tdns, to fpeak them fair. The FaSion fall upon Valerian by Sur- 
^/z^. Vefpafian, at the Inftance of Agrippa, pardons the yijfront. 
Trajan takes Tojfcjfion of the CaJHe. Vefpafian marches up to the City^ 
and is received with Acclamations. 

KING Agrippa having invited Vefpafian to pafs away a little Time with him in 
bis Country, and to bring his Army along with him, partly out of Generofity 
and Kindnefs; and partly in hope by his Means to bring fome mutinous Malecontents 
ihto better Order, the General embraced the Motion with great Refpeft, and marched 
from Caefarea upon the Sea-Coaft, to Caefarea Philippi; where he ftaid twenty Days 
Numb. 13. ^ Co rcfrefhing 
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refrefliing himfelf and his Troops, and giving God Thanks with fcafting and rejoicing 
for the Bleflings of his SuccefTes. Vcfpafian was there given to underftand, that 
Tiberias was at that Time wavering, and Tarichec already revolted, (both Places 
being Dependencies upon the Kingdom of Agrippa) he thought he could not have a 
fairer Opportunity of acknowledging his Obligations to Agrippa, than by reducing 
thofc People to their Allegiance; efpccially being refolved within hinifclf, to prcfs 
hard upon the Jews. So he fent away his Son Titus for the Troops that were quar- 
tered at Ca;farea, to bring them to Scylhopolis: A Place not far from Tiberias, and 
much the largeft Town in the Canton of Decapolis. V'cfpafian got thither firft, and 
there (laid for his Son: Advancinjg afterwards with three Legions within thirty Furlongs 
of Tiberias, and there encamped at a Place called Ennabris, within Sight of the Rebels. 
From thence he ordered out Valerian, a Captain with fifty Horfe, to try what might be 
done with fair words toward the bringing of them to their Duty. His Inftructions were 
to tell them, that the General took the People to be ptaceably enough inclined, if it were 
not for fome feditious, pragmatical Sticklers at the Head of them. When Valerian 
was come up almoft to the Town, he alighted- from his Horfe, and commanded his 
Companions to do the like, thkt there might be no Colour of any Jealoufy of an ill 
Intention. The Faftion, under the Command of Jefus the Son of Tobias, a Captain 
of a Band of Rovers, fell furioufly upon Valerian and his People, without giving them 
Time for fo much as one Word. Valerian was not a little fiartled at the Affront ; but 
durft not ftrike a Stroke however, contrary to his General's Order j even if he had been 
fure to have got the better of him : Befide, that there was no venturing an Encounter 
upon that Odds. Valerian, in fine, and five of his Men, made their Efcape a-foot, 
being forced to leave their Horfcs behind them ; which Jefus and his Crew carried off 
in Triumph into the Town, as the Trophies of a Vidlory, rather than a fcandalous 
Booty. :" 

The mean and unmanly Coarfenefs of this Adion put the fenfible and the fober Men 
of the Town into fuch an Apprehenfion for fear of a Revenge, that they wept pre- 
fently out to the Roman Camp, under the Countenance and Condudtof King Agrip- 
pa, and caft themfelves at Vefpafian's Feet for Mercy and Pardon ; begging of him not 
to impute the Crimes of particular Perfons to the whole Body of a People that never 
wanted ^feneration for the Romans; and likewife to fpare the Innocefltt^^d punifli 
the Authois and Promoters of the Defeftion. Vefpafian could hardl^ forgive the 
Town the Seizure of the Horfe? ; but however, for Agrippa's Sake, and upon his Me- 
diation, he granted iheir Rcqucft. So foon as this Aft of Grace was paft, Jefus and 
that Fadtion found that Tiberias would Be quickly too hot for them ; and fo they 
flipt awny to Tarichee. 

Vefpafian fent Trajan the Day following with a Party of Horfe to take Poflefllon of 
the CalHe, and to found the common People, if they were of the fame peaceable Dif- 
pofition with their Deputies. Upon finding that they were well difpofed, Vefpafian 
marched up to the City with his whole Army; the Citizens opening their Gates to bid 
him welcome, and receiving him upon the Way with Gratulations and Acknowledg- 
ments as their Benefaftor and Protc(5lor. But the Gates btung too narrow for the 

Troops 
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Troops to march at Liberty, Vefpafian caufed a Part of the South- Wall to be beaten 
down to widen the Paflage; but with a Command, upon the uttermoft Penalty, not 
to offer any Sort of Violence to the People whatfoever. This was for Agrippa's Sake, 
he faid ; and fo it was alfo, that he fparcd the Remainder of the Wall, upon the King's 
Undertaking for the Peoples good Behaviour for the Time to come. This was the 
End, for the prcfent, of the Troubles of Tiberias. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Vefpafian encamps betwixt Tiberias and Tarichee. Tarichce a Nurfery of 
Jeditious Teoj>le. The Strength and Situation of the Tlace. The FaBion 
breaks in upon the Roman Tioncers. The Romans purfue the Jews up to 
their Shipping. A vaft Number of Jews /;; a Body ; and Titus fent 
out for Dfcovery. Titus j Speech to his Soldiers. The utter DeftruSion 
of the Jews. A violent FaBion in the City: Ticus, within hearing of 
it makes Advantage oj the Occafion. Titus enters the Town by the Juake, 
and carries all before him. Titus Jends his Father an Account of the 
ABion ; and orders the Building oJ Ships ^ to look after the Fugitives^ 

VESPASIAN was now gone from Tiberias, and encamped betwixt that and Tari- 
chee ; where he fortified his Camp with a Wall, upon an Opinion, that the 
taking of that Place would be a Work of Time. For it was wondcrtully ftrong both 
by Art and Nature ; and bcfide that it wa%»fortified by the Lake of Gennefareth, it was 
looked upon as the Receptacle of all the defperate turbulent People of the Fadtion* It 
/lands like Tiberias, upon a Mountain ; and Jofcph had run up a ftrong Wall round 
about it, fave only on the Lake Side : But fomewhat Icfs than that of Tiberas. At the 
Beginning of the Revolt, there wanted neither Men, Monies, nor Provifions for the 
making of it impregnable : And there was over and above to fparc alfo, for Tiberias. 
The Befiegers had likewife a Fleet of armed Boats in Readincfs upon the Lake, for a 
Retreat, in cafe of a Blow at Land ; or to ferve for a naval Fight, if there ftiould be 
Occafion. 

While the Romans were fortifying and intrenching, Jefus and his Fellows made a 
furious Attack upon them; fcattcred the Pioneers, and overthrew a good Part of their 
Works; without any Dread either of the Roman Difcipline, or of their Numbers. 
But upon their advancing toward them in a grofs Body, they got ofi^ fafe to their Party 
without any Damage : The Romans purfuing them to the Lake, where they caft them- 
felves aboard their Vefl"cls; and when they were gotten out of the Reach of the Roman 
Darts and Arrows, they came to an Anchor : And there they lay ranged in as good 
Order of Battle agg^ft their Enemies afhore, as if they had been drawn up in Form 
for a Combat* ^^ 

C c 2 While 
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While this was doing, Vefpafian bad an Account brought bim, of a great Body of 
Jews gathered together on the next Plain : And thereupon fent out bis Son with a De- 
tachment of fix hundred choice Horfe for Difcovcy. Titus marched ; and finding 
himfelf fo mightily over-nimibercd, he gave his Father Notice of it. This vaft Mul- 
titude daggered feveral of the Party ; but Titus finding the greater Part of his People 
chearful and hearty, in Defpite of aU Inequality and Difproportion» took up a Stand- 
ing where he might befl be heard, and fpake to his Soldiers after this Manner: 
«^' ROMANS, fays lie, for I cannot begin my Difcourfe more aufpicioufly, than by 
^' putting you in mind of your Race; and by telling you whence and what you are, 
*' and whom you have to do withal. As to the Romans, the whole World allows 
^' them to be invincible upon undeniable Proof and Experience : An I have this to fay 
** for the Jews too i that though they have been often conquered, they would ntrer 
•* own thcmfelvcs to be overcome : So that we have no more to do^ thai> to ftand as 
firm at leaf): in our Profperity as they do in their Advcrfity. I read Chearfdnefs and 
Courage in the very Faces of you, and it joys me to fee it : But yet I am uneafy 
ibmetimes, for fear the vad Numbers of your Enemies (hould flrike a fecret Damp 
** into that RefoJution. Wherefore, let every Man duly confidcr his own Force, and 
^^ that of his Adverfary. The Jews, it is true, are generally bold, and fearlefs of 
*' Death; but utterly to feek in military Condudt and Difcipline; and may be more 
•* properly called a Crowd of People, than an Army : Whereas nothing can he more 
*' regular or inftrudlive than our Order and Experience. What arc we the better for 
*' the Pradlice of Arms in Time of Peace, if it does not help us to fupply the Want 
•* of Numbers, by Skill and Addrefs ? Or, what is the Benefit of a perpetual Exercife 
*' of War, if it gives us no Advantage over Men that are raw and unexperienced? 
** Do but confider what it is to encounter naked Bodies with Men in Arms: Foot with 
*' Hor(e; Men that underflrand nothing of Government, with eminent CommanderSj and 
•* that we'are as good as double the Number we appear to be, at that rate of Advantage, 
<' and the Enemy not half fo firong as we take them for. It is not Number alone that does 
•• the Bufinefs in War, let the Combatants be never fo ftout ; but true Courage, as we 
*• fee every Day, does Wonders with a few ; for moderate Numbers are managable to 
^* the beft Advantage of the Party : But great Bodies are liable to Diforder and Con^ 
•' fufion, and more mifchievaus to themfclves many Times than an Enemy. The 
*^ daring, defperate, and brutal Fiercenefs of the Jews does a great deal, I muft con- 
** fefs, in a profpcrous Courfe of Fortune; but upon the lead Check of a Di/after or 
•« Difappointment, that impetuous Ardour abates and comes to nothing: Whereas Vir- 
** tue, RefignatioD, Obedience, and true Valour, will fupport us in all our Fortunes good 
•* or bad, without even puffing us up, or deceiving us. Bcfide that, we have a greater 
*' Intereftat Stnke than the Jews; for theirs is only a popular Quarrel, for Liberty, and 
•' their Country : But we contend for Glory^ and for the Fame of immortal Memory : 
•* And not without fume Indignation neither, after the Conqucft of the whole World be- 
«' fide, to find ourfclves hampered in a Competition with the Jews. You may obferve a- 
*« gain, even in cafe of the worft^ that we (hall run no great Rifk neither in the Conteft ; 
<f being fare to be well fccondcd with fo many of our Allies, fo I|§^Pg> and fo near us. 

•* But 
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*' But what have vre more to do now, than to anticipate the Vidtory, and ingrofs the Ho- 
«« noor of it to ourfelves, without waiting for the Inforcement we expedk from my Father ? 
<< The Glory will be greater when it comes home to us intire, without (haring. The 
*• Point at prefent in Queftion, is no lefs than the CharaAer of my Father, myfelf, 
«« and my Fellow-Soldiers : That is to fay ; whether or no my Father defcrvcs the 
*' Honour the World has done him. And am not I his Son then, and are not you my 
*• Soldiers ? My Father has been fo wonted to Viftory, that I (hould never dare to 
^' look him in the Face again after one Baffle : And would not you be as much a{ham- 
** ed of ft Fool on the other Hand, where the General leads the Way ? The firft 
<« Poft of Danger (hall be mine ; do but you (land by me, and commit the reft to 
*' God's Providence : Only remember what I tell you, that a clofc Fight will be the 
«* beft of our Play. 

The Soldiers were fo elevated, and (b heroically difpofed upon this DIfcourfe, that 
it looked as if they had been infpired with quite another SouL Only Trajan's coming 
up with four hundred Horfe before the Battle, put them a little out of Humour, to 
think of having Partners in the Glory of the Day. Vefpafian at the fame Time fent 
Antonius Silo> with two thoufand Archers to take PofTeflion of a Mountain over againft 
the Town, and to beat the Defendants from the Wall ; which was performed accord- 
ingly. Titus, that had a mind to be thought ilronger than he was, drew up his Army 
in a Line, to anfwer the Front of the Enemy ; and was the firft Man himfelf that 
charged in upon their Body ; his Men following him with Exultations and Outcries. 
The Jews were not a little furprlfed at the Boldnefs and Manner of this Attack ; but 
yet at firft made (bme faint Reftftance, till they were beaten down, and trampled upon 
by the Horfe. and fo difperfed ; (hifting away into the City the beft they could : And 
a great many killed upon the Place. Titus all this while prefling upon the Backs of 
fome of them; eroding upon others, and cutting them, over the Faces i overtaking 
fome^ and forcing others back again that made Tor the Wall8» and tumbling them 
one over another: Infomuch^ that few or none efcaped, but thofe that got into 
the Town. 

There happened, at this Timrc, a terrible Faftion in the City, betwixt the Native? 
and the Strangers: The former were troubled both for their own Sakes,, and for the 
City's. They were ever againft the War, they faid; but yet their greateft Quarrel was 
to the Succefs. But the Strangers that were very violent and numerous, brake out 
into Clamours and Outrages, as if they were already at Daggers-drawing. They 
were fo loud in the City, and Titus fo near the Wall, that he was within hearing of 
them; and upon that Occafion, called out to his People. •* The Time is now come, 
" my Fellows-Soldiers, fays he, if we have but the Hearts to make Ufe of it; for God 
** hath delivered up the Jews into our Hands, and we may have a Viftorv for the tak- 
** ing of it iip. E>o you not hear the Brawls and Sqirabbles of the very Men that have 
'* efcaprd our Hands, and are at this Time ready to cut one another's Throats ? The 
" City is our own,, if we do not flip the Opportunity. But this is a Bulincls thatre- 
«• quires Refolution as well as Difpatch: And great Things are not to be done without 
" Hazard. Why do He not take tl^t Advantage of this mortal Animofity, and fall 
^. ** upon. 
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'* upon them before their Neccflities force them to unite ? And why do wc not fall 
** upon them too, before our Auxiliaries come up to rob us, not only of the Credit* 
** but of the Profit alfo of the Adtion ? For befidc the Reputation of fp gallant an 
'* Exploit with fuch a Handful of Men, we (hall have both the Credit and the Spoil 
*' to ourfclves." 

With thefe Words he mounted his Horfe, and galloped away to the Lake^ where 
he was the firft Man that entered the Town, and his Troops followed him. The De- 
fendants were ftrudl with fuch an Aftoniflhment at the Hardinefs of this Enterprifc, 
that not a Man had the Heart either to oppofe his Perfon, or to obftrudl: his Paffagc. 
Jefus and his Companions made away into the Fields : Some fled toward the Ldke, 
and fell into the very Mouths of the Romans, others endeavoured to fave themfelves 
by their Boats but were cut off by the Way: Others again, by Swimming; but funk 
in the Attempt: the Slaughter was yet more terrible yi the Town. The Strangers 
that could not get off with Jefus, made fome Refiftance; but the Natives, none at all: 
In hope that the Romans would coxifider them as only pafiive in the Cafe, and forced 
into the War contrary to their Judgment and Inclination. 

So foon as Titus had maftered and deflroycd the Faiftion, he gave Quarter to the 
Natives. The Town being now taken, thofe upon the Lake withdrew as far from the 
Enemy as they could; and Titus immediately fent a Party of Horfe expre/s to his Fa- 
ther with the welcome Tidings of this glorious Exploit: For the main Difficulty of 
the War was looked upon to be now over in the reducing of this City. The next 
thing TituS did, was the clapping of a ftrift Guard round about the City, and fetting 
a Watch upon all the Avenues, to prevent Efcapcs. The Day following he went to the 
Lake, and ordered Veflels to be built, and fent out in Purfuit of thofe who had got off 
that Way. Thefe Boats were quickly put together ; for they had Workmen and Ma* 
terials in abundance at Hand. 



CHAP. XVIIL 

The ^ality and Defcription of the Lake of Gennefareth. The River Jor- 
dan; v)ith the Head and Cotirfe of It. Gennefareth fimous fir Fruits 
and 'Plants. The Fountain of Capernaum. 

THE Lake of Gennefareth is fo called, from the Country about it. The breadth 
of it is forty Furlongs; a hundred in-^Length; and the Water fweet and pota- 
ble, without any Thing of Mooriflinefs, either in the Tafte or Colour. It lies upon 
a Gravel, and fo more conveniently to be drawn, and gentler than either River or 
Fountain Water. And with all this, it is fo cold, that the People of the Place cannot 
warm it by fetting it in the Sun in the hotted Seafon of the Year. It hath in it 
great Variety of Fifli ; which, for Tafte and Shape, are not to be found any where 
elfe : and the River Jordan runs through the ft^iddle of it. The Head of this River 
has been thought to be Panion ; but, in Truth, it pafTes hither under Grouod i and 

the 
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the Source of it is Phiala^ a hundred and twenty Furlongs from Csefarea^ a little on the 
Right-handy and not much out of the Way to Trachonitis. It is called Phiala, from 
the round Figure of it ; and the Water in it Hands always at a Stay 5 the Bafon brim- 
full, without either (hrinking or overflowing. The firft Difcovery of this Secret was 
from Philip the Tetrarch of Trachonis, by cafting Straws in Phiala, that came out a- 
gain at Panion, which till that Time was taken for the Head of the Jordan. This 
Panion, is naturally lovely by Situation ; but moft magnificently beautified and en- 
riched by the royal Bounty of Agrippa. The River, in fine, that feems to take its 
Original from this Rccefs, crofTcs the Bogs and Fens of the lake Semechonitis : And 
after a Courfe of an hundred and twenty Furlongs farther, pafleS under the City of 
Julias, and fo over the Lake of Gennefareth, a great Way into the Dcfert, till it enjp- 
ties itfelf into the Lake of Afphaltitis. 

This Lake takes the Name of Gennefareth from the Country that furrounds it; 
which is fruitful and agreeable to Admiration. As to the Fertility of the Soil, no 
Plant comes amifs to it ; befides that it is improved by the Skill and Induftry of the In- 
habitants to the highcft Degree, and by a ftrange Felicity of the Climate, every Thing 
profpers here ; as Nuts, Palms, Figs, and OliverTrees, that flourifli herein Perfec- 
tion, tho' they require a quite different Temperature of Air in the Nature of them ; 
which looks as if Providence took Delight in this Place to reconcile Contradidtions s 
and as if tlyr very Seafons themfelves were in a Competition which ihould be mod oblig- 
ing. And the Produftion of ftrange Varieties of excellent Fruit is not all neither, but 
the conferving of them fo long quick and found is another Curiofity. Figs and Grapes 
hold in Seafon here ten Months in the Year, and other Fruits the whole Year about. 
And the Place is not more famous for a delicious Air, than it is for a cryftalline flow* 
ing Fountain, called by the Natives Capernaum. Some take it for a little Gut of 
the Nile, becaufe of a certain Fifti in it, that is nowhere clfe to be found but in Alex- 
andria. The length of the Country along the Lake is thirty Stadia, and the Breadth, 
twenty. Let this fuffice for a Defcription of the Place. 



CHAP. XIX. 

Velpafian encounters the Enemy upon the Lake. The niiferable State of 
the Jews. Vcfpafian calls a great Council^ where Sentence is paffed 
upon the Trijbners. 

WHEN Vefpafian's Boats were all ready, he went aboard himfclf, and took as 
many Men along with him as he thought fufficient to deal with the Fugi- 
tives that had fliifted away to tiieLake: So that there was now no PolTibility of their 
coming off; for the whole Country alhore was their Enemy : And they were in no 
Condition upon the Water for a Sea- Fight : Their Boats being rather for Piracy than 
Combat, and neither of a Size nor of a Strength to come to a Shock with the 

Romans : 
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Romans : Befide, that {hey were better manned, imd ia better Order. All they could 

do was by Infults off and on; one while pelting them with Stones; another while 

provoking them to handy Strokes: While they themfelves were the greateft Sufferen 

both Ways Aill; for the Romans being well-armed, the Stones only made a Noife and 

a Clatter where they fell, without any EfFedV; while the other lay open and expofed to 

the Roman Arrows. Or, if they attempted any Thing nearer Hand, they were 

cut off before they could execute it ; their Boats overturned, and their Men drowned. 

The Enemy difpatched fome of them at a Diftance with their Darts ; others tfa^ 

boarded, and destroyed them with their Swords: Some again were hemmed in and 

taken VefTels and all, as they were locked up betwixt the two Fleets. Aa for thofe 

that were tumbled over- board, and dabbling for Life, they could no fooner (hew their 

Heads above Water, but they were immediately taken off by a Xance, or ovcr-nia 

by the Enemies Boats, and funk: or if any of them in the rage of their Defpairi 

did but make toward their Adverfaries, they were fure to have their Hands or their 

Heads chopped off. There was nothing, in fine, to be feen, but Death and Deftruc* 

tion in all the Varieties of Horror; till they were totally broken and routed, prefling 

through the Middle of their Enemies to get afhore. In this Confufion, there were 

abundance of them killed upon the Water; a World more at Land; and nothing to 

be feen upon the Lake, or the Borders of it, but Bk)od and Carcaffes: For not a 

Man efcaped. Thefe putrid Bodies in a few Days tainted the Air to fuch a Degree 

of Malignancy, that the Cafe was not only dreadful to the Sufferers of the Calamity; 

but the very Adlors themfelves had an Abhorrence for the Barbarity of it. This was 

the IfTue of the naval Battle : And the whole Number of the Slain in both AftionSt 

was fix thoufand five hundred Perfons. 

When the Fight was over, Vefpafian took his Place upon the Tribunal; and fepa- 
rating the Strangers that were the Caufe of the War, from the Natives who were only 
paffive in it, he called a great Council of his Officers about him, to confider what was 
to be done with thefe People; and whether or «io they were to be treated all alike. 
The Council was againft the faving of the Strangers; for they would never be quiet, 
they faid; they had no Home to trufl to, and would be dangerous and troubleibme to 
what Prince foever fhould receive them. Vefpalian was thoroughly fatisfied that they 
deferved to die, and that they would rebel againft their Prefervers; but the Difficulty 
was, in what Manner to get rid of them; for the Inhabitants would lay it to Heart, to 
fee fo many People put to Death after a Promife of Quarter upon their Mediation : 
Befide Vefpafian's Scruple upon a Point of Honour and Juftice of breaking Faith with 
his Prifoners. But his Council infifted upon it, that he was not tied up to thofe 
Pundilio's with the Jews; and that where (IriA HonefVy and Policy are inconfiftent, 
the common good ought to have the Preference. Vefpafian was over-ruled by his 
Friends, and gave the Strangers Leave to depart, upon Condition they kept the 
Way that led to Tiberias. People are apt to believe what they wi(h ; and ia this 
Confidence, they marched for Tiberias, without the leaft Apprehenfion <^ any Vio- 
Jence in their PafTage, either upon their Perfons or Goods. Now the Romans^ had 
fo befet the Way, that it was impoffible for any Creature to efcape. When they 

had 
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had them in the Town, they made them all Prifoners ; Vcfpafian caufing them after- 
ward to be (hut up in the Amphitheatre ; where he ordered both old and young, to 
the Number, of twelve hundred, that were not able to bear Arms, to be put to Death ; 
6000 of the ftrongeft bodied Men among them to be fent away to the Ifthmus to Nero, 
30400 were fold for Slaves, belide what Vefpafian gave to Agrippa, whom he left at 
Liberty to do what he would with his own Subje£ts; but the King fold them too. The 
reft were Trachonites, Gaulanites, Hippenians, and a great many Gadarites; mod of 
them Incendiaries and Fugitives, and Promoters of War, becaufe they could not live in 
Peace. They were taken upon the eighth of the Month Gorpiaeus 
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BOOK IV. 

From the Siege of Gamala, to the coming of Titus to hefiege Jerufalem ; 
containing the interval of about one Tear. 



CHAP. I. 

The Siege of Gamala, and the Manner of it; with the Situation and 
Strength oj the City. Vefpafian advances itp to the 'Place. The Romans 
take Gamala by ajfatdt^ and are beaten out of it again v/ith a prodigious 
Lojs. The Generofity oj Vefpafian, and his Trefence of Mind. A not- 
able ABion o/' Gallus a Centurion. A glorious Spccih of N Q^^^XrMi t(^ 
his Soldiers s Afecond Attempt upon Gamala, 

t^S^^^rJf^"^ HE Towns and Places in Galilee that went cff from the R >mans upon 

CH^S^^^^ ^^^ taking of Jotapata, came back again to their Duty, upon tiie Lofs 
^> ^M^' ^^ Tarichcc: So that the Romans were now Maftcrs of all the Cities 

5^^^> ^f% ^^^ ftrong Holds, but Gifchala, and the Mfun»ain of Irabyr. And 

4n^^^^^wJ there joined in the Rebellion with thefe alfo the Citv of Gafnala; 
^^^^J*^ which ftands upon the Lake over againft Tarichce, ana bJongs to the 
Government of Agrippa. Sogane revolted likt wile, and fo did SJiucia, 
affj^r their Example: Which were both of the Province of Gaulanit^: Sogane, in the 

upper 
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upper Part of it, which is called Gaulana; and Gamala, in the lower, Seleucia ftands 
upon the Lake Semechonitis; which is fixty Furlongs in Length; and thirty over; 
And the moorifh Borders of it reach as far as Daphne. This is a delicious Country in 
many Refpeds; but more efpecially for the curious Springs in it, that feed the lefler 
Jordan, as they call it; and then take their Courfe to the great Jordan, at the Foot of 
Jupiter's Golden Temple. King Agrippa, at the Beginning of this Dcfedtion, entered 
into an Alliance with the People of Sogane and Seleucia; but Gamala, depending upon 
its own Strength, as being much a tougher Piece than Jotapata, refufed to be of the 
Party. This Gamala is crcdlcd upon the Cliff of a Rock that rifes out of the Middle 
of a high Mountain; and in that Pofture of Elevation, with Crags before and behind 
it, has Ibme Refemblance of the Figure of a Camel; from whence originally it took 
its Name: But Time and Cuftom have corrupted the Way of writing it. Upon the 
Front, and the two Sides, arc deep inaccellible Vallies. The Part that joins the 
Mountain is not of itfclf fo hard of Accefs; but as the Inhabitants have fortified it 
with Trenches and Defences, it is next to impregnable. The Houfes ftand fo thick, 
and tickle, upon the Steep of the Hill to the Southward, as if they were ready to drop 
into the Precipice. And there is alfo a Hill of fo prodigious a Height, that it may 
ferve for a Citadel to the Valley in the Bottom. And there was alfo a Fountain within 
the Circuit of this City, and there the Town ended. 

But ftill, after all that Nature had done toward the making of this Place invincible, 
Jofeph was not yet fatisfied without running a Wall about it, and carting up artificial 
Works, Trenches and Fortifications, for a farther Security. The Inhabitant weie 
much more confident in the defenfible Condition of the Place, than the Men of Jota- 
pata; though neither fo many, nor fo martial: But the Difficulties of the Attack 
made Amemls for the Want of Numbers. Not but that the City was well manned; 
for it was made the Sandluary of all the Refugees : Infomuch that King Agrippa fpent 
feven Months before it without any Manner of Advantage. 

Vefpafian at this Time decamped from Ammaus near Tiberias ; fo called from a 
hot Fountain there, of a fovereign Virtue againft feveral Difeafes : And fo came to 
Gamala; where he found it impofliblc to draw a regular Line of Circumvalation 
about it : But he fet Guards however upon all the Partes he could come at, and pof- 
fefled himfelf of the Mountain above. The Romans, according to their Cuftom, for- 
tified their Camp; carried up a Wall about it, and fo intrenched. The fifteenth Le- 
gion was ported againft a Tower, Eaftward, upon the higheft Part of the Town, the 
fifth toward the Middle of the Town, and the tenth was appointed to level the Dit- 
ches, and other hollow Places. 

While Things were in this Pofture, King Agrippa drew clofe up <o the Wall, to 
try if he could bring the People to render the Place, and reafon them into a Senfe of 
their Duty. But in this Inftant he received a terrible Blow with a Stone from a Sling, 
upon his right Elbow : His Friends thronging immediately about him to bring him 
off: and the Romans in a diredt Rage to confider, how barbaroufly ihefc People 
would treat Strangers and Enemies^ that could be thus inhumane to their own Prince, 

D d 2 their 



***«' 



204 The WARS of the JEWS. Book IV. 

their Countrymen, and a Friend that advifed them for their Good. In this Heat they 

prefled the Siege with all poflible Vigour. 

Betwixt many Hands, aud diligent Application, the Works were not long in raifing: 
And the next Thing to be done, was the mounting of their Machine. Chares and Jo- 
feph, (two of the mod confiderable Men in the Town) had the ordering of the Defence; 
and fo led up the Soldiers to the Wall, with Exhortations and Encouragements to behave 
themfelves like Men of Honour. But wanting Water and other Neceflaries, they had no 
great Stomach to the Ad:ion ; for they found they could not hold it out long. Upon 
the Advance of the Roman Machines, they made fome Sort of Refiftance at firft ; but fo 
foon as ever they came to throw their Stones and their Arrows among them, they ran 
prefently into the Town. They battered the Wall with their Rams upon three At- 
tacks; and upon difputing a Breach, what with the Outcries without and within the 
Town, the Clang of the Trumpets, and the Clattering of Arms, nothing could be 
more hideous. The Defendants ftood the firft Shock with great Bravery, and put the 
Romans to a Stand ; but being overborne in the End by the Force of Numbers, they 
all fled, and betook themfelves to the higheft Parts of the City; with the Romans all 
this while at their Backs. But the Jews finding themfelves prefixed, turned (hort upon 
their Purfuers ; drove them down Precipices before them, and through difficult Paf- 
fages ; where they did Execution upon them at Pleafure. The Romans finding the 
Difadvantage of contending with Enemies over their Heads ; and that there was no a- 
voiding them, as they lay pufliing at them from an upper Ground, caft them- 
felves for Sandluary into fome of the Enemies Houfes below : But they were (o crowd- 
ing full, that they funk under the Weight ; fo that the Fall of one brought down ano- 
ther ; and that a Third. There were a great many Romans that periihed under the 
Ruins, and yet, in this Extremity, they chofe rather to commit themfelves to the Ha- 
zard of tliofe tottering Houfes, than to lie open and expofed for a public Mark. Some 
there were that were crurtied all to Pieces with the Timbers; others maimed in at- 
tempting to efcape; and fome again that were choaked with the Duft. At this Rate 
there pcriflied a World of the Romans, fome one way, fome another. But the People 
were fo far from being troubled at the Lofs of their Habitations, that they reckoned 
themfelves Gainers by the Fall of fo many of their Enemies, in Exchange : And ftill 
as one Houfe failed, they prefled the Romans into another, to bring down that too. 
As any of them loft their Foot-hold, they were fure to be taken oflf with Weapons from 
above; which the very Walls and dead Bodies furniflied them with in Abundance : 
The one, with Stones ; and the other with Arrows: For the Swords of thofe that were 
killed, were made ufe off to difpatch the reft: And every Thing contributed to the 
common Fate. Some caft themfelves down headlong from the Tops of the Houfes, to 
avoid being fqueezed to Death in the Fall of them. Others had a mind to fly, if they 
had but known how or whither : But being Strangers to the Paflages and Ways, and 
blinded with the Duft in this Confufion, they fell foul one upon another. Some there 
were however, that had the good Fortune to efcape and get out of the Town. 

It went to the Heart of Vefpafian to fee his Army thus b'-oken by the Ruins of a 
City that they had taken; fo that without any Regard to the Safety of his own Perfon, 

(as 
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(as it was his Prafticc to be foremoft ftill in all Hazards) he flipt himfelf privately into 
a Port on the upper Part of the Town j where he was left with fome few refolute Men 
about him, in the greateft Diftrefs imaginable : His Son Titus being abroad at this 
Time in Syria, upon a Commiflion to Mutianus. His Conditi(;n was fuch, that it was 
neither fafe nor honourable for him to turn his Back. So that calling to mind the 
glorious Hiftory of his part: Adlions, and refolving to make his Life all of a Piece, he 
had a Thought come into his Head for the obviating of the prefcnt Difficulty; which 
looked liker a divine Infpiration than a common Counfcl of Flefh and Blood, That is 
to fay; he planted himfelf with the few People he had, as clofe one to another as they 
could croud together; and covering themfelves with their Arms, flood firm againft all 
Attempts of Violence from above. The Jews were fo ftartled at this prodigious Obfti- 
nacy, that they looked upon it as a providential Impulfe; and in dread of oppofing a 
divine Power, abated fomewhat of the Vigour of the A6tion. Vcfpafian taking Notice 
that the Fury of the Enemy flackcned, drew off by little and little, and never turned 
his Back 'till he was got out of the Walls. There fell a great many Romans, both Of- 
ficers and common Soldiers, in this Combat : And among others, iEbutius a Decadarch^ 
who lived and died great, and had given the Jews many fenfible Proofs of his Courage, 
There was one Gallus, a Centurion, that with ten Syrian Soldiers lay tlofe together 
in a Houfe : As the People of the Family were talking together at Supper, what Courfe 
they intended to take with the Romans, Gallus and his Company being all Syrians, 
overhearing and underflanding them, fell upon them in the Night; killed every Man 
of them, and got oflF fafe with his Company to the Romans. 

This was the fevcreft Blow that ever the Romans had as yet received : And Vefpa- 
iian finding the Soldiers caft down upon it, and their Confufion was the greater too for 
leaving their General in the Lurch; he bethought himfelf how he might give them 
fome Sort of Comfort, without either telling his own Story, or intermixing any Thing 
of Reproach. «* Well ! (fays Vefpafian) fince Misfortunes cannot be avoided, let 
*' them be generoufly born : And it is not for any one Sort of Men to cxpedt an 
** Exemption from the common Lot of Mankind. Whoever confiders the Nature of 
•* War, will find that Vidlory is not to be gained without Blood, and that Fortune is 
" variable; and that this Lofs is but a Repril'al for the thoufands of Jews that we have 
•« flain before. But as it is Vanity and Weakncfs to grow infolent upon Profperity ; 
'* fo it is the Mark of as mean a Soul to be caft down with Adverfity. Confider 
*' again, fays he, how infenfibly the Change pafles from one Extreme to the other, 
and that no Man is truly great but he that (lands his Ground, and keeps up the fame 
Dignity of Mind in all Conditions; corredting the Malignity of the one, by the 
Prudence of the other. We arc not now to impute our prefent Mifcarriage, either 
to the Want of Refolution on oiir Parts, or to the Valour of the Jews. For, if 
they fought better than ufual, or we worfe, the true Rcafon was the Odds of 
the Ground we fought upon. But if you were to blame for any Thing in this En- 
•* counter, it was, in Truth, for your Raflinefs in purfuing the Enemy, when they 
•' fled up the Town from you. You (hould have held your Hands, and contented 
•« yourfclves with the Pofleflion of the lower Town i till Ncccflity (hould have forced 
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<' them down to engage you upon fafer, furer, and more equal Terms. But you 
•* were fo impatient to have the Thing done, that you never minded tbe right Way 
** of doing it. Now the Romans are a ^People of Order and Difcipline^ and not for 
'* this impetuous and inconfiderate Way of making War, like the Jews and Barba- 
*' rians. Wherefore let us have Recourfe to our own Methods of Sobriety and Refo- 
«* lution, and adt like Men that arc rather animated with an Indignation for what they 
*' have done amifs, than (inking under the Burden of ir. Every Man hath this Satis- 
•* fadlion in his own Power, if he will but fet his own Hand to the Work, and give 
** himfclf the Comfort of revenging the Lois of his Fiiends upon the Heads of thofc 
'* that deftroyed them. In this Profpcft and Confidence you fliall find meilill, as you 
♦' have done already, the firft and the laft in all Dangers." ' This Difcourfc of Vcfpa- 
lian's put a new Life into the Army. 

The Men of Gamala could not but take Heart at firft upon the Flufli of fo unex- 
pefted a Succefs: But when they came afterward, upon Advice with fecond Thoughts, 
to find that they were now paft all Hoptfs of agreeing upon Tcrmj^, and no Poffibility 
of efcaping, for their Provifions failed thtm; their Spirits funk again, and their De- 
fpairs put them to their Wit's End: But they went on neverthelefs, doing all that was 
poflible to be done for the Defence of the Place, by fetting their heft Men to look to 
the Breaches, and others in general to take Care of the reft. 

The Romans by this Time having repaired their Platforms, and made ready for ano- 
ther Attack; divers of the Citizens ftole away by Paflages fo intricate and uncouth, 
that they thought it fuperfluous to fet any Guard upon them. Others conveyed thcm- 
fclves into Sinks and Vaults, where they lay ftarving for fear of bein^ taken; the Pro- 
vifions being wholly referved for thofe that bore Arms, . But tKeie^ miferable People 
ftood firm yet in all their Diftreffes. 



CHAP. II. 

A FaBion in a Body upon Mount Itabyr. Vefpafian fends Placidus v)ith a 
"Party to reduce them^ ivbo deftroys them all^ by encountering one Wile 
nvith another. 

VESPASIAN had Work enough upon his Hands in this vexatious Siege: But 
he found Time yet, in that very Hurry, to fend out Placidus with a Party of 
fix hundred Horfe to mount Tabor, to difperfe a Multitude of Pople that were gotten 
together there. This Mountain lies betwixt the great Plain and Scythopolis: The 
Afcent of it is reckoned to be feme thirty Stadia; no coming at it on the North-fide, 
and on the Top of it an open Plain of twenty Furlongs over; the whole incompafled 
with a Wall, which, as large as it was, coft Jofeph but forty Days the Building: He 
brought Water and other Neccfl^aries up to it from below; for the People had none 
but Rain Water for their Ufe, 

When 
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When Placidus was come to thcPlacc according to his Order, and found that there 
was no getting up the Mountain to them; he held them in Hand with Hopes of Peace 
and Pardon ; and brought feveral of them down to him, upon a Pretence that they 
were wrought upon by the Reafon of his Addrefs: But in Truth they had a Defign to 
draw him into a Snare, and to furprize him: As Placidus had the fame Plot upon 
them too, if he could but get them off into the plain Field, and Icize them at una- 
wares. They made a Countenance of complying with the Fairnels of what he faid: 
But Placidus, for all this, was too cunning for them in the Conclufion. The Jews 
began the Fray; and Placidus and his Men, as in a Fright, betook themfelves pre- 
lently to their Heels; and the Jews after them, continuing the Chace till the Purlueis 
were difperfed all over the Field. Placidus took his Time; and turning quick upon 
them, killed feveral, put the reft to Flight: And not one Man of them could get hack 
to the Mountain. Some of them quitted Itabyr, and fled to Jerufalem; but the Na- 
tives rendered themfelves and thcPlacq^to Placidus, upon Security for their good Behaviour. 



CHAP. III. 

The Dejim&ion of Gamala. The Fall of a Totver puts the Tcopk into a 
patiic Terror. Ticus enters the Town 'without any Oppofition. A dread- 
ful Execution. 

THE boldeft of the Gamalltes were now glad to hide their Heads; the middling 
Sort ready to ftarve : But the Men of Aftion ftill pcrlifting in the Defence of 
the Place; till the two and twentieth of the Month Hypcrbcretceus : upon which Day 
three Soldiers of the hfteenth Legion fccretly ftole out, before Break of D.iy, to the 
Foot of the higheft Tower that was upon their Quarter, and undermined it fo pri- 
vately, that the Guards (but it was dark Night) took no Notice of them either coming or 
going. They made no Noifi; but only tumbling down five mighty Stones that they 
had loofened in the Foundation, they leaped away in that Inftant and retired. The 
Turret immediately fell to the Ground with a moft dreadful Clatter; dafliing the 
Guards and all that were in it under the Ruins. The Horror of this Accident frighted 
all the other Guards from thtir Ports, that were within Hearing of it; fome of them 
falling into the very Mouths of the Romans: In which Number, there was one Jo- 
fcph that Vtras fliot d^ad with a Dart from a broken Wall. But in the City the Terror 
and the Hubbub was fo amnzing, that one would have thought the whole Roman Ar- 
my had been entcrcvl the Town. Chares was at that Time very fick, and took fuch 
a F.mcy upon this Blow, that it was believed it haftcned his End. 

Tnis was a tempting Occafion to invite the Romans into the Town; but they paid 
fo (U :r f"jr their late Temerity, that they flood ft^ll 'till the three and twentieth of the 
fame Montli without any further Attempt upon the City. Titus, it feems, was nov/ 
come up: Who found himfelf fo galled at the Thought of the Difafter the Romans 

^ had 
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had receiv^fi in hi? A- Vncc, trit h; ir^.r ^ot a B^Jy of FooJ^ and two hgiM choice ^ 
Horle, an^ in i ^av- f>b.*- Mi,:."! cnrsrti thr City without any Opp MK The '^ 
Watch were the !i::t ihj! t: >: - i give th^ Alirm; and the News wa^BlMcr the 
Town in a .M;*pn?-:. X ._:.:: -aaI :: certi-.-Iy known, but the Citizens, inaCon- 
futlon, like K> ininy M.j-u-. ::t- yc" -^g i-.i sxcUiming up to the Caftte; logging 
their Wives .i-i tlui: C-. /r*n i.1:': -^ ".^. :Hfm. S?mc were j|9t off by Titus's Sol- 
diers; others, tin: c..:'/. r : ^e: i::.- :::e Ciftle, ar.i went th^ knew not whither, 
fell into thr 11^::.'^ ^ :" t .r R: v.-.n Gjircs. Tners was nothing, in fine, but Death 
to he ken c: hea.d . ', ::i il^ i\ ::::<• Wcu.^ij ir.i Groans; and the very Streets flow- 
ing with Blooci. 

The next Thing Vc.VA!:.in h.i.: rrv to c?:*, wi? u attack the Caftle: To which End 
he drew up his whole Army th.ihe-. I: it-.i upcn the Point of a Rock prodigioofly 
high and rteep; and well nigh ivioeeiiible, wirh a Mjhitude of Crags and Precipices 
round about it. I'pcn thi? Pii.uivaniage, i: w^s impomblc for the Romans either to 
avoid the Stones and Shot ot" the Jews thi: were cait down upon them from above, or 
to reach th.e Jews from belovv. B.it by a wcndertul Providence, in Favour of the Ro- 
mans, and tl r the P.itruction ct" the Jews, there blew a violent Guft of Wind, that 
drove the Reman Arrows directly in the Vice cf the Defendants, and kept oiF the 
other frcm the Romans; or llvewtd thtm bef.de the Mark. The Blaft at the lame 
Time was fo ft.'vng tec; that the i3;i:ig:o. could not rtand fteady where they were to 
make their Defence, nor io much as iVe the Pccple they had to cope withal. So that 
the Remans, with the Help ot' theie Ao.vantages, made thcmfclvcs Mailers of the. 
Mount^'n, v. hich thcv lurrcundcd immediately; and in a Rage of Revenge for th^^j 
former M.:V:^.rr:r.t;e \iylv. i\.:A Attack, they put aM they met with to the Sword, ilifi^lr 
f^^rerO;', v.hcthcr they rcliiUd or rot: Fctiw^V that, in the Horror of this Defperadim,' J 
th'Tc V. 're rhit cart ti.cmlVlvci:, with their Wives and Children, down the Precipids 
fff.tft ti.': C {\\t, to tl-e Numler ot rise thouTar.d Pcrfonss that of the Slain being 
only f'. r :!. Lf.nd : So much mrre merciful were the Remans to the Jews, than the 
J-v/a /. T': \\ •) f mlllves. The Romans, in this Heal of Fury, threw the «pry Infants 
«I^A^ •}.- I' c,': , v.iihcut Ipirirg lb much as one finglc Creature; two Women only 
^zr'j/":^ tr.- D .j^r.tcrs of the Siller ot Philip, who was the Friend of one Joakim, 
'^ M::r, /,f 'r;.;:.(.r.t Q^.ility, snd tcrmerlv a General under Agrippa, Now theie two 
'M^*:\ V'.': w,t ley nuicr. beh( Iden to the Clemency of the Romans for their Prefcrva- 
t;M», ;.': t'l tKr '^iy A Hap of lying undifcovertd till the Rage of the hot Blood was 
''Vrrr. 'I 1.' K-^rllr n f,[ Camala brake out the four and twentieth Day of the Montk 
f/'.rp;;; I : ,\./\ \\j: l^^(^e- was dtftroyed the three and twentieth of the Month Hy- 



CHAP. IV. 

CAMuhv tnhcii by Titus. The Teopie -well difpofed, hut fednced. Jerufa- 
lein a Jlnmv and a toptdous City. Velpafian provides againft all Ha- 

zardt. 
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. zards. The generous Tendernefi of Titus. Tituf offers a Teace and an 
^ AmAefty. John of Gifchala feemtngly accepts of the Conditions. John 

Yimkes his Efcape. lltus received into Gifchala: Which puts an End to 

the Conqucji of GaUlee. 

XH E Province of Gamala was now wholly reduced, fave only Gifchala; where 
the People of themfelves^ were, upon the main, peaceably inclined : Being moft 
em Hulband-men, whofe Hope and Intereft lay in Plantations and Tillage, Not 
but that they were tainted alfo with a confiderablc and feditious Mixture of Liber- 
tines that lived upon Robbery; and there were fome Citizens alfo of the firft Quality 
that were corrupted with that Leaven. The chief Leader of this Fa£tion, and the 
Ferverter of the People, was one John; a wicked and deceitful Man; a rank Impof- 
tor; unfteady and ambitious; a great Mafter in the Art of bringing his Ends about; 
a Wretch of no Confcience, and certainly known to be a Promoter of Broils for the 
making of his own Fortune. He was, in fine, the Son of one Levi, and the Head 
of the Rabble in Gifchala. If it had not been for him, the People would probably 
have fent their Deputies to the Romans, with Propofals of an Alliance; but upon his 
Infligation, they were prevailed upon to put it off, till the War (hould be brought on* 

Vefpafian, upon this Juncture, fent away Titus to Gifchala with a Thoufand Horfe; 
and the tenth Legion to Scythopolis; returning himfelf with the other two Legions to 
Caefartra for Refre(hment, by preparing both their Bodies and their Minds for Difficulties 

at were yet to come. For Vefpafian forefaw that Jerufalem would find him Work 
'^nough ; not only as it was a powerful, populous, and the capital City; but as it was a 
Pliipe of Refuge to all the Fugitives of the Faction from elfewere : A Nurfery of bold 
and daring Men: naturally flrong, and over and above well walled; though next to 
impregnable in the very Situation of it. Vefpafian took all thefe Things into his Thought, 
and trained up his Soldiers, jike Champions, in the Pra(Si;ice and Exercife of their Arms, 
to keep them in Breath and tieart for the Prize. 

Titus went up to Gifchala on Horfe-back; and finding upon the View that it was not 
a Place to ftand an AfTault, he rcricdted upon it, at the fame Time, that the Soldiers 
would undoubtedly treat Gifchala as they had done Gamala ; confounding the Innocent 
with the Guilty, if ever they (hould come to take the Town by Storm : So that out of 
« generous CompafTion for the People, and the Horror he had for thofe inhuman Cruel* 
•ties, he rather bethought himfelf how he might gain the Place by Treaty. The Walls 
bang now Covered with Soldiers, and the Majority within the Town being of the 
•Fafftioiiy Titus called out ; and raifing his Voice, Ipake to them after this Manner. ^« It 
•« is a wonderful thing to me, f/*ys he, that when all the reft of your Towns are gnne, 
*« and Places much better manned and fortified than yours is, and taken without any 
«« Difficulty too (many of them at he very fir ft Attack;) you (hould be now fo inccn- 
•« fiderate as to think of ftanding out: Efpecially when you may yet be fafe, eafy, free and 
<« happy* upon a fair Return to your Duty. And this, I dare undertake, fhall hr mule 
«« good to you ; and all your Infolcncies pardoned, and PalFed over, and imputt J only 
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'* to an inordinnte I'^cfircof Liberty, But if you do not know When you ate veil ojffe- 
** red and refulc to caft youilclvcs upon the Faith and Honour of the RoiTians: If yoo 
*' fhall relMvL- nt lail, I lay, to run headlong on tc; your certain Deftrudlion, and to 
*' contend \\:C\ laipoflibilitics, you muft expt-cl to feel the Weight of the Roman Power 
" and T)iri;.ilure; anl you will find, before ynw are avvnre, that your Paper- walls 
'* wiii JMj likt- Dirt before their Engines : So that this ib tlic Way to fliew yourfclves to 
** bjthc ni ):l arrogant Slaves of all the (jalilcans/' 

I'his p'.i'^l without c»ne Word fioni the Town in /Kiifw?'-, or any one Creature of 
the' lah.abit.Mirs lufFcrcd to come up to th..- Wall; for the Fa'v^i^)n were mafters; and 
h.id clapt Guards upcji all the Gates, to fee thc-t none ihouli pifs in or ont, to pro- 
mote a Treaty. But Jo!in at lali cri.,d out to Ti-u.-, in the Name of the People, 
** that he accej.'led the Con'.iitirns; and th.it th.: To\V;j i>..:i;l'i agrre to them likewifc, 
*' or he would force them lo it. Oiily he made him this Rrquclf in regard of the 
" inviol.ble Stridtnrfs of the Jcwifii L\i\v fur ihc Ohil rv id. c (.f thtrir Sabbath, which 
*' would no mori; differ them to treat of Peace, than lo figlu a Butler, that he would 
*' indulge them that Day : It being a C;ife wiierein eitlier the complying on the one 
••'handi or, as the Romans knew very well, the enforcing them on the other, would 
** be equally unwarrantable : Befidc, that there could be no Danger in putting off 
•* the Treaty to another Tmie; for if they i^nagined that any Man would attempt to 
*' 'make an Efcape that Night, it would be an eafy Matter, by clapping Guards upon 
'* all the Avenues, to prevent it": Over and above the Reputation he vvouJd get by 
** Ihewing; himfelf as tender of their Laws as they were of their own, and of their 
*• Confciences as well as of their Perlbns ; whicli v;as a Favour beyond their Exw.;**! 
*' peibition." = . ' * '''^ 

Now it was not fo much a fcruple for the Sabbath, as an Apprehenfion for his^^iiaf* 
ticular Safety, that put John upon this Menage with Titus ; for he was in a maooer 
certain to be abandoned and given up, if the Town {liould be taken: and nothing left 
him to tuifl: to Ivjt the Night, and his Meels, for tiie Saving of his Life. But the 
Prellrvation of John was manlfeftly an ACi of divine Providence tov/ard the Deftru(flion 
of Jerufdlem > as being the Occaiion, not only of the Truce, but likewife of Titus's 
incampii^:': farther off the City ; at Cydivlla, one of the ftrongefl: and moft populous 
Places in Tyria, and a mortal Enemy to tbe Galiia:ans. 

The Night being now come, and the Town without any Guards, upon it, John 
laid hold of the Opportunity, and m^c^e his Efcape to Jeruilileni; taking not only his 
military People, bm fevv:r:d fubllarjtial Mv-n of the Town, together with their Fami- 
lies, jJong wirh him. 7'he (;la Mi n, the Women and the Children, that wcrefright- 
cd v/ith vhis Refolutlon, made a Shift to ketj) up with their Lc.ider for the firft twenty 
Furlopgs; but finding therjifelves fpcnt, and p.ot able to continue the March, they had 
ro n>'s);e to do bui ro betakt* ihcmfclves to (. rics and Lamentatl(.:ns ; panting and trem- 
bling afcer thofe that had outflrif/i thtm ana were gone bcfjre : And .tlie farther their 
Friencs were advanced from thvri one w^v : the nearer di i thov ace unc themfelvcs 
to their Enemies, the r,ther ; a .a ^ipr r ti;.- very V vit of btii;g t.dcen Prifoners. Nay, 
the very NoiLe of their own Feet, ihey iuncied to be the Tread of their Advcrfarics j 

and 



Book IV. The WARS ift the J E W S. 2if 

^ind ftill looking behind them, they took their own People for the^Ir Parfurrs. In 

* this imaginary Fright they fell one over another, and the way was covered with the 
Bodies of Women and Children, that were cruftied to Death in the Croud, prefling 
who fliould get forenioft. Tlicre was little. more" to be heard than the Cries of mife- 
rable Creatures to their Hufl^ands and Friends to (lay for them. But John called out 
to them on the other hand, to think c;f no other way of faving themfelves, but by tak- 
ing Sandtuary in fome Place, where they might be revenged of the Romans, in cafe of 
any further Mifchief; and John's Advice carried it. The Multitude, upon this, dif- 
pcrfed themfelvcs, and fliiftcd away the beft they could. 

It was now Day-light, and Titus was by this Time come to the Walls of the Town 
to execute the Treaty ; where he found the Gates open, and the Inhabitants and their 
Wives ready with Acclamations to receive ar^d acknowledge Titus for their Benefadior 
and Prefcrver. They gave him alfo to underftand, that John was run away: begging 
his Pardon for the Innocent, and imploring his Juftice upon thofc left in the Town 
that fhould be found to have been the Authors of the Revolt. Titus, upon their Re- 
queft, fent out a Party of Horle after John ; but he was already gotten into Jerufalem 
before they could get upon him. They killed a matter of two thoufand of his Party, 
and brought back again near three thoufand Women and Children that they found wan- 
dering up and down. 

Titus was not a little troubled at the Efcape of this Impoftor; and that they had 
not made him fuch an Example as he dcfcrved to be, when they had him in their Hands: 
But then fetting the Advantages of the Prifoners, the Slain, and the taking of the 
Town, againft the Difappointment of mifiing the fingle Perfon of fuch a Wretch, 
Titus, balanced the one with the other, and entered the Place in a friendly Difpofition 
toward the People: Taking Pofleflion of it in Form by the Ceremony of his Soldiers 
breaking off a Piece of the Wall; and reducing the Authors of the Sedition rather by 
Menaces than by adlual Punifliments. For Titus was of Opinion, that in a Cafe where 
fo many Family Feuds, perfonal Piques and Paflions were concerned, it might be a 
dangerous Thing to make ufe of Punifliment, as a common rule of Dillindlion betwixt 
the Good and the Bad, for fear of expofing the Peaceable to Calumnies, as well as the 
Seditious to Juftice, So that, upon this Deliberation, Titus thought it more honourable 

,and humane, rather to let fbme Criminals live, than to run the Rifk of expoling fome 
Innocents : There being no Place left for Remedy and Atonement, in the latter; whereas, 
in the other Cafe, there may be hope of Amendment : Wacther out of a Fear of Pu- 
nilhment, a Senle of Shame, or an Impulfe of Virtue. 
.. But 1 itus however, in the Conclufion, put a Garrifon into the Town, partly to 

.'. keep turbulent Spirits in order, and partly to fccure thofe that had a mind to be quiet. 
This Adion finiihed the Conqucll of Galilee, alter the Expcnce of fo much Labour 

...and Blood. 
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C H A P. V. V^ 

John of Gifchala gets Jafe to Jeruflilem, ijoith afalje Story. The Jews 
divided ; ami a mijcrable Nation. John the great Incendiary. The 
Rife andTrogrefs of the ^larreL 1 be Outrages of the Robbers ^ and 
of others that are yet the wor/eof the two. They create and depo/e High- 
^Priefls at.Tleafure ; /zW Ananus moves the Rabble againji them. Ihe 
FaBions draw into the Temple. Gorion and Simeon the Leaders of the 
Tarty. Jefus and Ananus Men of Tiety and Virtue. 1 he Zelotes, 
why fo called. Ananus enters into the Rcafon of the Cafe. The Ro- 
mans eafier to the Jews than the Zclotes. An Encounter in the Tem- 
ple. 1 he Charader and Hijiory of John of Gifchala, 

UPON John's coming up to Jerufalem with a Train of the Faction at his Heels; 
the People in vail Throngs and Multitudes gathered about them to know how 
Matters went abroad, and in a Word, to learn the very worft of Things. Now John 
and his Company had run themfclves fo out of Breath, betwixt Fear and Flight, 
that they were fcarce able to fpeak ; and that Difficulty might have paffwd for an An-- 
fwcr But the Party kept up the Pride and Vanity of their Stomachs yet, with a Pre- 
tence that they were not run away from the Romans ; but came of their own Accord to 
find out fome Place for the Encounter, where they might Engage upon Equal Terms: . 
For none but Fools and Madmen would cad themfelves away, they faid, for the De- 
fence of Gifchala, and two or three more perhaps of thofe pitiful miferable Places^ 
when the Metropolis itfelf was at Stake ; and every brave Man Oblii;ed, in Duty and in 
Honour to do his bcft to defend it. John and his Crew coloured the Difgrace the bcft 
they could; but the People fa w through the Difguife, and that John's honourable Re* 
treat was no other than a downright running away. This Difcovcry, and the Story 
of the Prifoners the Romans had taken, put the People into fuch a Terror, as if the 
Ruin of Gifchala had but been the Prologue to the Deftruftion of Jerufalem itfelf. But 
John all this while, without any Shame or Remorfe for the poor Creatures he had aban- 
doned upon the Way, went oliicioufly and pragmatically from one to another; animating 
the Multitude to a Profecution of the War: Derogating trom the Romans on the one 
Hand ; and ar-ogating to themfelves on the other; by which Arts of Quirks and Im- 
pofture, they gained mightily upon the filly People, «* Why, do you think, fays 
** he, after fo many Baffles put upon the Roman Power and all their Engines, by two 
^* or three pauliry Places in Gahlee : And fo much Difficulty in the maftering of them 
^< at lad: Do you think I iay, after all this; even if the Romans had Wings, thai they 
" could ever be able to take Jerufalem ?" Thefe Flourilbes wrought upon a World 
of the hot-headed youn^ Men ; but at the fame Time, all People of Forefight, Scnfe 
and Rxperienee, gave thimfelvts utterly for loft. 

This was Che coaiufcd Face and State of Things in Jerufalem at that Time; bnt the 

Country 
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^ Country' Icjl the Way to the Sedition that followed afterward in the City. For Titus 
being gone from Gi&hala to Caefarea, VefpaQan went alfo from Csefarea to Jamnia, and 
Azotus>| and Ji4)dued them both ; fettled Garrifons in them, jpd fo returned : Bringing 
a vaft Muhituae of People along with hfrn, that were now entered into a League with 
the Romans. The Cities were all peftered with Tumults and inteftine Broils s and no 
fooner at Peace with the Romans, but immediately together by the Ears amongft il.cm- 
felves : And War or no War was the fingle Qucftion ; for the two Oppofites fought for 
the one againfl the other. Tho^ Quarrel began in private Fa q^lie s that had been a long 
time AdverfarieSy upon the Score of hereditary Feuds. It flf^^d thence into divided 
Multitudes, that of Friends became Enemies : And it tern^Bbed at lad in Matter of 
Faction and Opinion ; where Men of the fame Mind fided inl|Rw Oppofition of Party 
to Party, and fo incorporated in a Rebellion. This Diforder, in fine, was general. 
The Men of Aftion, Youth and Heat, were violently bent upon Arrna and Innovations : 
The Men of Senfe and Gravity^ on the other Side^ were for modcfKte Counfcis ; but 
the former carried it. ^ 

This Confufion began with an univerfal Licenfe, that every man took to himfelf 
of robbing his Neighbour, without any regard to Law or Confcience. They proceeded 
afterwards to do the lame Thing in Bands, and Parties : and to do it barefaced too, up 
and down the Country : In which Practice, the Jews themlelves did one anotner as 
much Mifchief, upon the Matter of Cruelty and Injuftice, as the Romans ; befide that, 
the Calamity was much more tolerable from an Enemy than from a Friend. 
^ The Garrifons, that coufulted their own Eafe, and mortally hated the People, never 
■bro'uble their Heads for what they fuffered : Till in the Conclulion, fome of the Princi- 
^pals of the Fadtion entered Jerufalem with a great Body of their Party, that they had 
picked up here and there. Now the City being under no Rule of Government, thefe 
Ruffians met with no Oppofition : Befide that, according to ancient Cuflom, the Gates 
were open to all Jews without Exception • and at this Time more efpecially, when they 
took ail People that came in to them for Friends and Afiiifiants. This was the Cafe, 
and this Liberty in the Conclufion proved the Ruin of the City ; when the infinite Num- 
bers of idle and unprofitable Mouths devoured the necefifary Provifions that were laid up 
for the Soldiers that had the Guard of the Town : By which Means, the Miferie.s of 
Sedition and Famine were added to the Calamities of the V/ar. 

There came at the fame Time another Party of Thieves out of the Country ; that 
joining with thofe they found in the Town (who were yet worfe than thcmfclves) ftuck 
at no Manner of Infolence, though never fo flagitious and crueK Rcbbery and Pillage 
was as nothing with them, unlefs it was feafoned with downright Murder : And that 
not by Stealth neither, and in the Dark ; or upon (bme common Perfons; but in the 
Face o\ the Sun, and upon* the moft confiderable Men in the City. As they began with 
tile impriioning of Antipas, a Perfon of the Blood Royal, and of fuch Credit and Au- 
thority, that he was intruded with the Charge of the Trealury : They treated Levias 
afterwards, and Sopii^s the Son of R^guel, with divers others of the moft confiderablc 
Perfons they could lay their Hands on» after the fame Manner/ Thefe horrid Violenc s 

made 
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made the Town look Vikc a Prize in the Hand of a common Enemy, and put all Pco-. 
pic to lliiit for thtinK'ivLSa -^^ 

Nay, and thcfj proriig.itc Wretches did not ftop here neither ; but finding tybtir Prilb- 
ncfi. tj b' iVI.a of Puwer,/intercil, Credit, .and a vaft Acquaintance, the3fWi^fli,not know 
but it juight be dangerous to kec-p them longer in Culludy; for fear of cither a Refcue^ 
or a Revcfige from their Frien.ls, or oi a popul.ir Tumult, upon fo defperate a Provoca- 
tion. Wherefore they proceeded to a tc-rmal Sentence of Death upon them and fent 
a blood-thirfly Hireling of their own Crc;v (one John the Son of Docas) with a Train 
of ten other BravouS a^^s Heels, to do the Execution; and it was done accordingly. 
Now, for a Colour to |^B execrable Villainy, they gave it out, that thcle People were 
in a Confpiracy to dlslifflK) the City to the Rom ins; and not without valuing themfelves 
upon the Merit of a puSfic Service, for doing fo necefiary aa Ad of Jullice upon the 
Betrayers of the common Liberty. 

The Facflion was,iiow fo daring and arrogant, and the Peoples Hearts fo low, that they 
. aflumed to thcmfolfCS the difpofing of the Pontificate; took the High-prielthood out of 
the right Line; abrogated the Succcfilorj, and promoted Creatures ot their own, without 
either Blood or Virtue, to the Office: And fo by this Choice of Minifters like themfelves, 
they made the Government all of a Piece; well knowing that the wicked Inilrumentsof 
wicked Men would not fail of obferving their Mafters. 

There was nothing wanting all this while of artificial Calumnies, and feigned Stories, 
to create Mifunderftandings among thole that had it in their Power to crofs their Deligns, 
and fo to make Advantage of their Difagreements: Till in the End, when they had glut- 
ted themfelves with putting Affronts and indignities upon Men, ihey tranfported theiC|g9 
Impieties even againll God himfclf, and againll his Laws and his holy Sandtuary. But' 
upon this audacious Extravagance, the People, at the Intligation of Ananus the High- 
Prieft, made Head againll.thcin; a Pcrfon no Icfs venerable tor his Years, Piety and Wi(^ 
dom, than he was for his Character ; and one that probably might have prefervcd the 
City, if he could but have got clear of the Train of a Confpiracy that was then laid 
aga nft him. 

The Fadtion took Sanduary in the Temple, and made Ufe of it both for a Place of 
Defence againft the Multitude, and for the Seat of their Tyranny and'Ufurpation. But 
the moll fenfible Part of th.c Calamity was the Mockery and Contempt that attended it, 
in the wanton Experiment of their own Strength, and the heartlefs Defpondcncy of the 
People. As for Example, they took upon them to eledt a High-prieft by Lot; accord- 
ing to tlie Precedent, as they pretended, of former Times: Whereas, in truth there 
was no fuch Precedent; but the Sacerdotal Fundlion was originally a Family Privilege, 
and dcfceadcd in a Line by Succ^flion. Now thi.s Pradlice of theirs was only a Self-ended 
Invention of their own, to get the Power into their Hands. But they were taken in their 
own Snare; for upon fummoning one of the holy Tribes (called Eniacim) in order to a 
Choice, the Lot icll upon a Peiibn that fuiliciently difcovered the Iniquity and the Cor- 
ruption of the* Proceeding. His Name was Phanes; his Father's Natne Samuel; born in 
a Vill.ige called Aphthas ; a Man, in fine, brutiflily ignorant, and fo far from having any 
Relation to a Sacerdotal Family, that he did not fo much as know what belonged to the 

Office. 
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OiHce. They forced him away however from his Country AflFairs, in fpite of his Heart; 
«nd drefling him up in his Pricftly Robes, as if it had been for the Stage, they gave him 
his Lcflbn how he was to behave himfelf: Making no more in (hort of the whole Story, 
than if it had been the Foolery of a Farce, or of a Frolic. This could not but go to the 
Hearts of the Prieft that ftood all this while at a Diftance, Speftators of thefe Indignities; 
to fee their holy Laws trampled upon, and their Worfliip and Profeflim ridiculed, (as they 
exprefll'd their Scnfeof it in Tears and Groans.) But the People were fo tranfportcd witli 
the Senfe of this Opprcffion, that they had no longer any Patience for [o fcandalous a Sla- 
very ; but joined, as one Man, in a Refolution to dcpofe the Tyrants, and caft off the 

Yoke. . ... . - 

The two f )rwardeft in this Commotion were Gorion the Soi^t)f Jofcph, and Simeon 
the Son of Gimdicl; who made it tlicir Bulinefs to go up anJlBown from Man t) Man, 
inculcating the Doctrine of Liberty and Revenge, and provoking the People ot t^ic fame 
Time. c)ne and all, to Hand up for thr Vinoicaiion of their Religion, Laws and Freedoms, 
againil their prof me and facrilegious Enemies. 

I'herc was alf.i Jeius the Sun of Ganiila, and Ananus the Son of Ananns; two T^iefrs 
of the firll Note tor Mrn of lingular Pit-ty and Virtue: Thefe two holy VIcr. lab.Airtd 
th ir Difciples as hearidy loo, in frequent Dilcourfes upon tne fame Sul.^idl ; upbiaiciii^.r^ 
them wit . their Sloth and Cowardice, and inflaming them by all ManTicr of R proachcs 
againil the Zelotes. I call them Zelotcs, as the Name that t!»ey alfamcd to tiiemiclvci:, 
out of an hypocrital Oftentationof Holincfs; though at the fame Time, in their Lives and 
Pradtice, thelewdeftof Men. The People being now gatliered together, were ail lagiiif^ 
mad to fee the Havock thefe Mifcreants made in the holy Places, and how they WwUt on pil- 
^aging and murdering without Controul. 

But yet in the Height of an outrageous Horror and Inciignation, there was not one 
Blow ftruck all this while; for the People did not as yet tl.ink thcn^fi.Ives in Cond tion 
to encounter thefe Zelotes by downright Force: As In Truth they were not. Ananus 
the High-Priell was at this Time in the Miiidle of the Crouch; and Caiiingmmya 
forrowful Look toy/ard the Temple with Tears in his Eyes. •• VV' y did not I rather 
«* Ciie, fays he, than live, to fee the lloule of God thus polluted and profaned, and the 
" wickcdert of Men acJmiited promilcuoullv into thofe facred Places of Privilege, that 
•« were only referved for the Ilikih-Piietl? Why do I live, and iee all this? in my facer- 
•• dotal Robes too, and with the venerable Name of the j^rcat Grd written on my Fore- 
*' head? What do I live any longer for, after fo glorious an Opportunity now in mv Age 
" of ending my Days with Honour ? What have I mf)re to do, in fine, under my Cir- 
•* cumlimces, but to fall alone, and give uo my Lifi: to my God and my Diitv r \ V'hat 
•' fliould any Min deiire to live for, in an inlenliWc Generation, and anionic Pe( pie that 
" have neither the Prudence to forefee Calamities, nor the Couraj^e to relilJ: th'.'m? You 
" ftand flill to fie yourlclves re bbed; hiaten -.Oil abuled; and your Frir niK<; and C^^nipani- 
" ons murd.r-red before yo-:r Faces; vvitrout fo much as one Look, Word, oi ,\cL.on of 
•« Tcndern^'fs nv Compalii'.n that yo'i dare own. A iharnc^ruJ, and an in:"ni'p()rta!)le 
•« Tyranny! But \v..y dul talk of the Adtors of the Ty: i -.ny, and not rather of 
■• thofe tiiat iuttlnr, anu that trained up the Tyiants tLemi'elves to the Piuvcr of 

•* extrtiling 
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** exercifing what they now praftlfe? Why did you not crufli them when you might 
" have done it? When they were but a few, weak* and inconfiderable ? No, no; 
'* it was your Patience, and nothing elfe that made thefe People your Matters. Bat 
'^ when you (hould have turned your Arms againft your Enemies, you muft 
«< be cutting of Throats among yourfelves. You (hould have called them Co an Ac- 
*^ count betimes, for the Outrages they put upon your Brethren. And you (hould 
*' have confidered, that the Sufferance of one Affront naturally draws on, and encou- 
*' rages another ; as appears in what followed. For when they found that they 
** might commit all Manner of Infolencies without Controul, they advanced a Step 
«* farther and put feveral of the beft Men of the City in Chains (who were ef£edually 
'^ betrayed by your Tamenefs) and dragged them to Prifon, not only unheard, and 
'* without a Sentence, but without fo much as an Accufation. No Matter for their 
'^ Names or Qualities ; but all this was done, and not one Creature appearing in their 
'< Favour. After the Lofs of their Eflates and Liberties, there remained nothing 
^' more to be taken away but their Lives : And that was done too, and their Throats 
•« cut, like fo many Beafls drawn out of the Herd for Sacrifices, before our very 
" Faces : And not a Mouth opened, or a Hand lifted up in their Defence. And 
** after all thefe Sufferings, one upon the Neck of another ; can you have the Patience 
*^ now to fee your holy Altars profaned, and your Religion expofedto Scorn; withoat 
«« Ihewing fome Relentment worthy of your Profefllon ? And what is it that you 
•' are afraid of, at laft, but Monfters of your own creating, and the Profe/led Enemies 
•• of all that is Good and Holy ? If they ftop here, it is not for Want of good Will 
'* to be yet more and more wicked ; but for Want of fre(h Matter to work upon : 
^* For it is impoifible for them to outdo the ill Things they have done already. They 
•* are poifcfTcd, you fee, of the ftrongeft Place of the City; and that which you 
^< call th J Temple, ferves them only for an impregnable Caflle, maintained againft you. 
•' Conlidering now the Strength of the Place, and your Enemies the Mafters of it, (as 
'< that you fee is the Cafe) what U it that you propofe to yourfelves ? Or what do you ima* 
'< gine will be the End of thefe Things? Unlefs you fancy that the Romans will cfpoufe 
'< tne Caufe of your Religion, and Ceremonies; and, in Truth, luch is the Mifery of 
** our prclent Condition, that our very Enemies cannot but pity us. Why, if (b many 
'* Bcails were in your Places now ; hunted, aifaulted, and wounded, as you yourfelves 
<< are, they would have the Spirit to turn again upon their Purfuers, and to revenge 
<< themfelves upon their Enemies; while you, at the fame Time, fuffer all tamely, with- 
«< cut fo much as the Senfe or Apprehenlion of the Brutes. But will you bear this always? 
«' And (ink in Infamy, under the Affronts, public and private, that have been put upon 
<< you» without avenging yourfelves ? This abjcft Patience looks as if you had no longer 
^< any Srnie (in Truth) of the mod: natural and powecful of human AfFe£tions, the De- 
«« fire of Liberty : And as if you had taken up, on the contrary, the Love of Slavery, 
" inftcad of it; a Temper which I am fure you never itihetited from your Anceftors; 
« witncfs the many, and the dangerous Wars they underwent againft the Medes and 
«« ^Egyptians, to affert their Freedom. But what necil of locking bsck for Precedents, 
<< when the very War we are now engaged in againlt the Romans, (whether it fucceed 

" well 
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*« well or ill) is advanced evidently upon the fame Foot ? And (hall we now, that dif- 
•« pute our Liberties with the Mafters of the whole World, crouch and truckle like 
«* Slaves, to our own Countrymen ? To be overcome by Strangers, is but the Chance 
«« of War, and may be imputed, without Lofs of Honour, to the Iniquity of Fortune: 
** But for People to give thcmfelves up in Subjedlion to their own Brethren and Coun- 
•« trymen, and to the very word of them too, betrays a fordid Servility of Spirit, and 
«« a Soul prepared for Bondage. 

But now I am fpeaking of the Romans, I have fomewhat comes into my Head upon 
this Occafion. '• Make it the Cafe that we were all adtually now their Prifoners: 
" (which Heaven forbid!) Whether would our Condition, in Probability, be better 
«' or worfe than it is now ! For what Milery could an Enemy inflidt upon us, that we 
** have not fuftered already? Can any Man ftand a Spedtator to look upon the Jews, 
«* and to fee them robbing the Temple of the Oblations and Donatives that the Ro- 
** mans beftowcd upon it? Defacing the moft glorious City under the Sun; and dip- 
** ping their Hands in the Blood of thofe Heroes, which the Romans themfelves, in 
** the very Triumph of their Vidlorics, would have had a Veneration for? Can any 
" Man fee all this, I lay, without Tears in his Eyes and a bleeding Heart ? Whereas 
•« the Romans, on the other Side, made a Confcience of pafling the Bounds of facred 
" and profane; and of breaking in upon the Solemnities of holy Cuftoms; or but fo 
*« much as carting a Look, unlefs with Reverence, and at a Diftance, toward the fa- 
«* cred Inclofure? But we have a Sort of People among ourfclves, trained up after our 
«• Way too, calling themfelves Jews; that make no more Scruple of walking in the 
" Temple, than in a common Place; and that, while their Hands are yet reeking 
«« with the Blood of their Fellow-Citizens. Shall any Man, after this, ftand in Dread 
" of a Foreign War, compared with fuch a Domeftick one? The Enemy is, in Truth, 
'« (to call Things by their right Names) the greater Friend of the two: For while 
«« the Romans Ihewed themfelves the Prefervers of our Laws, our pretended Friends 
" that were in our Bowels, deftroyed them. Certain it is, that thefe Tyrants have be- 
•« trayed your Liberties, and that no Punifliment can be equal to their Crimes. I tell 
«* you no more in this now, than what you all knew before I opened my Mouth; and 
^« you need no other Inftigation againft thefe Men, than the Senfe of your own Suf- 
*' ferings. But you were afraid of their Numbers perhaps; the daring Boldnefs of 
" thefe Men, and the advantageous Poft they are now poffcflcd of. Well! and what 
'* was it, I bcfcech you, but your W^nt of Refolution, that raifed them up to this, 
*• and made them fo confiderable? And you have no Way left you now, but a fpcedy, 
«• a generous and a joint Aflbciation among yourfclves, to bring them down again; for 
«' Delay gives Time to fettle, Opportunity to increafe, and Heart to gather Courage: 
«* Like will to like, and the whole Faftion will flow into the Party; which will make 
«« them numerous: And then they have nothing to fear, where they meet with no 
" Oppofition. and that mp.kes them bold; and fo for deferring the Attempt, the longer 
'« it is put off, the more Time they have to fortify and intrench. Now it is but one 
*' bold Pufh, to fliew that you arc in earncft, to bringdown their Stomachs; and 
" you will find, that betwixt the Terrors of a guilty Confcience, and the Infamy of 
Numb. 14. F f «« bafe 
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bafc Anions, they will have little Joy of their Station. As who knows but thcfc 
«* impious Wretches may be cut off by the juft Judgment of a righteous God, as a 
*' Vengeance upon them for their Contempt of his divine Majefty? And that the 
'* very Weapons they lance at us, may, by a providential Miracle, be turned againft 
*' their own Hearts and Faces; lb that they fliall not be able to (land the very Sight 
*' of us, but with Confufion : Or to put Matters at worft ; what if wc (hould fall 
*' every Man of us in the Conteft, c(^uld any Thing be more glorious, than to lay 
'* down our Lives at the Gates of the Temple, for the Honour of God, and in the 
** St^rvice of his holy Houlc and Caufe ? As to the Condudt of the Enterprife, you 
** fliall have my Heart. Hand, Example and Advice along with you." 

This Dilcourfe of Ananus's irritated the People lufficicntly againft the Zelotes ; but 
yet Ananus was fo well informed cf th.ir Number, their Choice of Men, and their 
Courage; with the Circumlbnces of the Place and the Pollure they were in, and final- 
ly their Defpair of Pardon in cafe they Ihould happen to be worftfd ; that he could 
not promife himfelf any prefcnt Advantage frcm the Effc<5l of this Management : But 
he was neverthelefs refolved to run all Hazards, rather than abandon his Country in 
this Diftrefs; the People in the mean Time defiring nothing more, than fomebody 
to lead them on againft thefe Mifcreants, in Defiance of all Dangers whatfoever. 

Ananus finding the Multitude in f:» good a Dilpofition, made a Cull of the beft 
Men he could pick out, and ranged them prefently in luch Order as the Time would 
bear. The Zelotes had their Spies about Ananus; and, upon Intelligence of his Dc« 
ligns and Motions, they marched immediately toward him ; one while, in fmall Par- 
ties, and then again in grofs Bodies ; without giving Quarter to any one Creature that 
fell into their Hands. Ananus had his Men quickly together, and out-numbered the 
other; but the Zelotes, however, had the Advantage of being better armed: Though 
what was wanting one Way, was fupplied on both Sides with Heart and good Will 
another. The Rage and Indignation of the Citizens doubled their Valour againft the 
Zelotes: And that of the Zelotes alfo, on the other Hand, inflamed their Refolution 
againft the Multitude: The Inhabitants found they could not be fafe, unlefs they 
cleared the City of the Fiiftion: And it was certain Death to the Zelotes not to come 
off victorious. In this Difpofition, both Parties engaged; and a dkiirmifti began not 
far from the Temple, by pelting one another with Stones. Thofe that fled, were cut 
off by the Swords of their Enemies; fo that there were a great many dropped on both 
Sides. As any of the Inhabitants happened to be woumltd, their Friends carried them 
off into their own Houfcs; but the Zelotes were conveyed up to the Temple, where 
they polluted and profaned the holy Place and Religion with their Blood. But the 
Thieves came off ftill in all their Sallies and Excurlions with Advantage. 

The People were now grown ftrong and numerous, and out of all Patience with the 
Fugitives for not ftanding their Ground: Infomuch, that doling up the Way behind 
them in their Flight, they turned them back again upon the Enemy; fo that they 
were forced to cut out their Way forward in their, own Defence, By this Means, they 
were brought every Man of them to the Combat; and the Fadtion not being able to 
ftand the Shock of the whole Body, gave Way by little and little tov/ard the Temple; 

and 
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and Ananus, with his Troops, preffed on Pell-mell along with them. When he had 
driven the Zelotes before him out of the firft Court, they got in a Fright into the 
fccond Inclofure; (hutting the Gates after them in a Hurry upon the Purfuers. Ana- 
nus had too great a Reverence for the holy Place to'make TTfe of any Sort of Violence 
for the forcing of his Paffage: Though the Enemy did all that was pofTible to be done 
by their Darts and Lances from over their Heads, to provoKe him to it. But fuch 
was the Confcience the High-Prieft made of polluting the Holy Temple with the 
Mixture of an unpurified Multitude; that, if he might have gained the main Caufe 
by fuch a Difpenfation, he would not have admitted it. So that all he did at prefent, 
was to order a (landing Guard of fix thoufand choice Men upon the Porches of the 
Temple, and fo fucccflively fix thoufand nxqtre after them to do Duty, and to be re- 
lieved by Turns; not exempting the beft Men of the Town from their Part in this 
Service: Only, vhen it came to their Lot, they were allowed to hire Men of an in- 
ferior Quality to watch in their Stead. 

The popular Party at this Time carried all before them; but John of Gifchala, the 
Fugitive before fpoken of, fpoiled all again. He was a falfe, crafty Wretch; ambi- 
tious beyond Meafure; an Enemy and a Traytor to the Public of a long Standing. In 
order to his Ends, he began with making himfelf popular by fetting up for a Patriot. 
No Man fo afliduous at Council with Ananus in the Day-time as himfelf; nor any 
Man fo careful of the Guards and Watches by Night. And he was at the fame Time 
fo nece(rary a Spy for the Zelotes, that there was fcarce any Thing efcaped his Know- 
ledge: And what he knew, they knew fo foon as he could tell it them. And for the 
better Difguife of his pretended Zeal for Ananus and the People; he was mod: cffici- 
oufly nice and forward in all his Rcfpedts to the High-Prieft, and the great Men he 
had to do withal. But fo it fell out, that the very Over-doing of his Part laid him 
under a Jealoufy; for it was too much to be true, and too much laboured to be natu- 
ral : Befide that, the Flatteries were too grofs. Another Thing that increafed the 
Sufpicion, was this; that he thruft himfelf into their Couniels ftill, without being 
called. Ananus found that hh Scrrets were betrayed, and none fo likely as John to do 
it. But this Wretch had played his Game fo artificially; and v/as fo rooted in the 
good Opinion of feveral great Men, that there was no Thought or Poflibility of re- 
moving him from his Port: So that they could think of no better Expedient for the 
putting of him to the Tcft, than to give him an Oatl> of Faith and Secrefy, to keep 
all the People's Counfels, and to fervc them againft* all Rebels to the uttermoft of his 
Power: John made no Difficulty of fwallowing this 0.ith; and Ananus and his Peo- 
ple as little of believing him without any further Scruple: And thereupon, they did 
not only take him immediately into their Counfels, but fent hi-m foon after upon a Com- 
miffion to the Zelotes, with Propofals of Peace. The Thing they feared was, left 
the Temple fliould come to be defiled with the Blood of the Jews, and the Blame laid 
at their Door. This perfidious Impoftor went his way to the Zelotes with quite another 
Story; and told them, that the Oath he had taken was fo far from being againft them, 
that, on the contrary, it was much in their Favour. ** I have, fays he, run all Man- 
•' ner of Hazards for your Sakcs, in the" Care I have taken to inform you of all the 

F f 2 «• Defigns 
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'< Defigns and Pradlices of Ananus and his Party againft you. But I am now to telt 
*' you, that neither you nor I were ever in fo great Danger as at this prefent, if God 
•* in his Providence does not avert it. For Ananus hath prevailed with the People to 
•* fend Deputies to Vcfpafian to define him to come away forthwith, and to take Pof- 
*' feflion of tlie City; having ordered the People to purify thtmfelves the next Day, 
'* to the End, that under a Pretext of Religion, they might either by fair Means or 
«* by foul, get into the Town. I do not find, fays he, under their Circumftanccs, 
«' how they (hould be able to hold out long againft fo prodigious a Number of -Men: 
" But, however, as God hath been pleafed to order it, I am at prefent deputed to J 
*« bring you a Projedl of Peace; which, in Truth,* is no other than a Trick of Ana- } 
** nus's to hold you in Hand with the Amufcment of a Treaty, and then to fall upon 
*' you by Surprife, when you think yourfelvcs moft fecure But as to what you arc 
** to do now, you have no other Choice before you, that I can fee, than either to caft 
** yourfelves at the Bcfiegers Feet; or to call in a foreign Force to your Refcue. Fori 
*' fays he, if you are taken, the very Memory and Conlcience of what you have done, 
" (appear as penitent as you pleafc) puts you out of all Hope of Mercy r befidCi m 
** that Criminals prove the worfe many Times for Repentance : Over and above that, 
** the Thirft for Revenge increafes with the Power of taking it with Security. Con- 
•* fider again what you are to expecft from the Friends and Relations of thofe you 
" have flain, and from a furious Multitude in the Height of their Rage for the DiflTo- 
*' lution of their Laws and Cuftoms. Not but that here and there a fingle Man, pcr- 
'* haps, may have fome Senfe of Humanity and Tcndernefs; but what will that avail 
«' againft the impetuous Violence of a brutal Multitude?" This Difcourfc of John's 
ftartled the People; which was the Thing he aimed at. As to the foreign Force he 
hinted at, he meant it of the Iduma?ans; though he durft not venture to fpeak it out 
in plain Terms. After this he took fome of the Heads apart, and gave ihem fome 
fhort Touches of Ananus's Cruelty, and of the implacable Malice of his Heart 
toward them in particular. 



CHAP. VI. 

T/je Zelotes wrifc fo the Idum|eans for AJfiftance^ ivkich is granted them in 
a Supply of near 20,000 Men. Jefus diftourjes the Matter unth them. 
Simon the Son of Cathlas, to the High-Vriefi. The Idumceans rejolve 
to make good the Siege. 

ELEAZAR the Son of Simon, and Zacbnry the Son of Amphicalns, were 
looked upon as two of the ablcft Men the Ztlotes had in their Counfcl, and 'he 
beft qualified for Bufinefs either to advilc or to execute: And they were both of the 
facerdotal Race. Thefe Men, taking for granted, that btfido Menaces in i^tmcral, 
their particular Lives were threatened; and that Ananus and his Parry had called in 



the 
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the Romans to their Affiftancc, as John had ordered the Story; they found themfelvcs 
fo hampered under feveral Difficulties, that they could not refolve which way to turn 
themfelves: Fancying in the firft Place that the very People would tear them to Pie- 
ces. As to foreign Succours; there were none to be expected time enough to prevent 
the Execution of the Plot; for the Blow would be ftruck before their Allies could 
have any Notice of their Diftrefs. But in the Conclufion, they refolved to apply 
themfelves to the Idumaeans, and wrote them a Letter upon that Occafion to this Ef- 
fedl. *« Finding that Ananus, having firft feduced the People, hath defigned the Be- 
•« traying of Jcrufalcm to the Romans; we have retired into the Temple in Defence 
•* of the common Liberty: Where. we are now befieged, and upon the very Point of 
*' falling into the Hands of Ananus and the reft of our Enemies; and the City itfelf 
•« into the Hands- of the Romans, without immediate Relief." 

The Bearers of this Letter had feveral Things in Charge to deliver by Word of 
Mouth to the Principals of that Nation. The Peifons chofen for this Commiflion, 
were two Ananias's; both refolute Men, good Speakers, and Pcfons that had the Fa- 
culty of Pcrfuafion; and (which was equal to all the reft upon this Occafion) Men 
of Speed and Difpatch. They made no doubt of the Idumaeans ready Afliftance to- 
ward the promoting of fuch an Afl^air; being a People fond of Broils and Changes; 
brutal and churlifli, and fuch as needed no great Art to engage them in any Thing of 
this Nature; for they are a People that go to War as other People do to a Banquet* 
Expedition was now the main Bufinefs, and the McflTcngers did their Parts. 

Upon their coming to the Governors t)f Idumsea, and to the Reading of their Let- 
ters and Inftrudlions, the People went rtfving up and down like fo many Mad-men; 
provoking and incouraging one another to take up Arms: Infomuch that they had 
gotten together a Party of near twenty thoufand Men, that were all railed for the Re- 
lief of the Mother-City. This Army was raifed in a Trice and difpatched away to 
Jerufalem, under the Command of John and James, the Sons of Sofas; Simon, the 
Son of Cathlas; and Phineas, the Son of Clufoth. 

Ananus and his People knew nothing of the fore-mentioned Deputation of the two 
Miflingers to tlieZclotes ; but he was better informed however of the Idumaean Ex- 
pedition, and fo ordered the Gates to be ftiut up, and the Walls well guarded; but no 
AGi (if H'flility to be committed, till he had firft tried what niight be done by Reafon 
and fair Words toward the compofing of the Broil; fo that Jefus (the firft Prieft next 
Ananus) iiiounted a Tower over-againft the Idumcans, and within hearing of them^ 
and fo fpuke as fc^llows. 

*• O^ all the Calamities, (fays he) that ever befel this famous City, nothing amazes 
*' me more th.m to fee Fortune in a Confpiracy with the lewdeft People in Nature to 
*' deftroy it. Wl)() could ever have thought to have feen you joining with a Band of 
** Mifcrcants againft us; even more heartily than would have become you toward Bar- 
" Ivirians themCclves, if J^-rufdem had dcfired your Aid? But if you are of the fame 
" Mind witli your Superiors, this you have to fay for yourfclves: That a Similitude of 
'* Minners naturally begets an Agreement of Affldlions. But this cannot be the Cafe 
** betwixt you and them. For if you confider their Lives and Adions, you will not find 

*' one 
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" one Man of them that docs not deferve a thoufand Deaths. As to their Quality, 
'* they are the very Scum and Sink of Mankind: And then for their A^anners; after 
'* their fquandering away their Fortunes in Luxury and Debauch, they proceeded to 
'* Rapine and Pillage; and ftealing afterward into the City like Thieves, they advanced 
'* to Sacrilege and Bloodflied; even in the holy Temple itfelf: Wallowing in Drink 
" and Surfeits, at the very Altar, without either Fear or Shame; devouring the Spoils 
'* of thofe they have murdered, and prophaning the facred Place with all Manner of 
** Pollutions. Now in the middle of this Confufion, I find your People here in as 
** regular a Formality of Order and Equipage, as if your Army had been brought in 
'* at the Requeft of the whole Body of the City againft a foreign Enemy, what flialll i 
** call this now, but the Iniquity of Fortune to fee your whole Nation united in ibiu- 
'* famous a Confederacy againft your own Brethren? I cannot but admire, I mufl- con- 
" fefs, at the Suddennefs of your Refolution as well as at the Thing itfelf. It muft be 
** fome great Matter fure that could move you to take up Arms for Thieves or Vaga- 
*' bonds, againft your Allies. But you have gotten a Story among you, I perceive, of 
'* our ** calling in the Romans, and betraying the City to them;" and upon that Pre- 
^' tence, you take upon you to fct up for Affertors of the Liberties of Jerufalem againft I 
•* a foreign Power. Now though this was a grofs and a malicious Calumny, it was 
'* yet pertinent enough to the Purpofe of the Inventors of it: For our Enemies could 
*' never have gained their Ends upon Men that value Liberty at the Rate that you do, 
'* and would venture fo far for the prefcrving of it, but by poffefling you with a Rage 
'* againft us, as the bafe and unmanly Betrayers of a Blcfling and a Privilege that you 
** have fo great a Veneration for. But you fliall do well now to confider, who they 
'* are that thus bely and traduce us; and then make a Judgment upon the whole, not 
" upon the Credit of plaufible Tales and Hearfays, but upon the Force of clear Truths 
** and convincing Reafon. 

" How will it confift that we fliould difpute our Liberties thus long with the Ro- 
^' mans, and juft now own them for our Maftcrs ? How came it that we fell off from 
'* them at firft? Or how came it that we did not go over to them again, before our 
'* Lands, Towns, and Villages were totally laid wafte and deftroyed ? Neither is this 
'* a Time for a Treaty, if we had never fo great a Mind to it; for the Conqucft of 
^* Galilee hath made them too proud to hearken to any Conditions. And then to go 
^* out crouching to them to beg a Peace, fo foon as they (hew themfclves before our 

* Walls, would be an Lifamy more infupportable thai? Death itfelf. For my own 
' Part, I am rather for Peace than War; but, on the other Side, when the War is 

* once begun and inevitable, I am rather for a glorious Death, than the Life, of a ' 
' Slave. 

*• But how ftands the Cafe, I befeech you, of our fending to the Romans ? Is it 
' that the Ring-leaders have privately fent fome particular Perfons out of their own 
' Number, or Families ? Or will you have it to be a Deputation as the common "Adt 

* of the People? If this was done by a particular Commiflion, why are we not told 

* the Names of the Commiffioners ? Are there any Letters to be produced in Proof 

* of this Suggeftion ? Or hath any Man been taken up going or coming upon this 

" Errand? 
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«« Errand ? How comes it, that among fo many thoufands of People as we daily con- 

" verfe with in the City, not fo much as one Man ever heard of it ? And how comes 

«« it again, that this Secret that has been managed with fo much Caution out of the 

•* City, fliould be only known to a few Perfons that are locked up in the Temple, 

•« and not at Liberty fo much as to ftir out of the Walls? Is it not a ftrange Thing 

" too that this Treafon fliould never be heard of, till the Reporters of it were in Dan- 

" ger themfelves, and in Dread of being called to an Account for their own Crimes? 

) " Neither could it be called thfi Peoples Aft, without pafllng the Vote of a general 

«* Aflcmbly; which would have made it impoffiblc to be kept fo long a Secret. Or 

" to what End fliould there be a Deputation too, when the Thing wasrefolved before- 

1^ «' hand, and no Room left for a Treaty? And then, as I faid before, they fliould have 

i, ** done well to have named the Commiflioners. But drowning Men will catch hold of 

[- " any Tning; and all this Shifting and Shuffling is only for the faving of .their own 

^* *« Skins, But if it muft be the City's Fate at laft to fall by Treachery, none fo likely 

^ " to bring it to thai End as our Accufers themfelves; for it is but adding Treafon to 

^ «« Blood, Sacrilege, and the reft of the Impieties they are guilty of already, to fill up 

** the Meafure of their Iniquities. 

*' But fince you are here upon the Place with us, and in Arms, what can you do 
^ «* better than to join with us in the Relief of the City, and in the rooting out of thcfe 
«« tyrannical Monftcrs? Wretches that have trod all our Laws under Foot, to make 
" way for Tumult and Violence, treated our Governors worfe than Bond-flaves or 
" common Criminals, in Jails, Chains, nay, and with Death itfelf, though never fo 
** innocent ; and which is worfe, without fo much as any Pretence to the contrary; 
'* and without any Place at laft for Prayers or Interceflions in favour of the Miferable. 
•' This is no more than what you may be Eye-witneflcs of yourfelves, if you will but 
" enter the City as Friends, and believe your Senfcs. There you fliall fee the Gutting 
«• of Houfcs, and the whole Town in Mourning for their maflacred Kindred and 
«« Friends; your Ears entertained with nothing but Cries and Lamentations, and not 
•* one Creature to be found, upon the whole, but has his Part in this Oppreflion. 
" And they hav«* carried up the Infolence to fo extravagant a Pitch too, that after the 
" barbarous Robberies and Outrages committed in the Country-Towns and Villages, 
" they have brought the Scene likewife into the Mother-City itfelf, though the 
" Head and Glory of the Nation ; carrying the Outrage from thence alfo, into the 
^ <« very Temple itfelf, which they havp made the Seat of the War. From thence it 
•' is that they make their Sallies ; and thither, their Retreats ; there they keep their 
«« Guards, their Stores, and their Magazines : And at this Rate it is, in fn\c, that 
«« thefc Profligates, (of our own Tribe and Extradlion too) profane, diflionour, and 
«' trample upon God's holy Habitation; and the Place that is venerable all over the 
** World, fave only among our own People. They are never fo defperate, but in the 
•« Depth of iheir Defpairs they ftill take Delight in forcing all Things to Extremities, 
«• and in fctting Cities and Nations together by the Ears; and running all into a Ccn- 
•' fufion of Civil Broils. Now the moft righteous and reafonablc Thing that you- 
•• can do, (and that which might beft become you too) would be, as I faid before, to 

'' go 
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«' go Hand-in-Hand with us in delivering the Nation from thefe Firebrands, and in 
*' taking your Revenge upon them lor the Impofture they have put upon you, and for 
*« prefuming to invite you into their Party for Afliftance; Whereas they (hould rather 
•* have dreaded the Vengeance and Juftice from you, that belongs to a common E- 
** nemy. Or if you take it to be Matter of Decency and Refpedt, to pay fomc Sort 
'* of Deference to their Requefts, be but you pleafed to pafs into the City as Friendsi 
'* leave your Arms at the Gates, make yourfclves Neuters, givje the Caufc a fair Hcar- 
•' ing, and be you yourfclves the Judges of the Controvcrfy. But now for thefe People 
*' that have fo many notorious Crimes t) anfwer for thcmfclves ; and after the hurrying 
** away fo many Men of Quality to Death, without fo much as the Forms of either 
** Charge or Defence: For thefe People, I fay, to be admitted to fo impartial and eafy -i 
«« a way of Trial, will be a Condcfcenlu»n very extraordinary, and it will become them 
** to acknowledge the Obligation they have to you for the Favour. But if you will 
•• neither join with us in the Equity of the Cauf*, nor appear in the Quality of a' 
** Judge betwixt us, pray do but withdraw from both Parties, without either infulting 
** over honeft Men in their Affliftion, or fiding with Traitors and Ulurpers aji^ainfl your 
'* Mother-City. Or if you are not as yet thoroughly fatisfijd of our Innocence, as to 
^* any fecret Correfpondencc with the Romans, do but fend out your Scouts and Agents 
" to fpy upon the Paflcs and Avenues; and whenever you find one Creature of us 
'* guilty of fuch a Pradtice, fpare neither the A6lor nor the Party. Now that will be 
•* the only proper Time for you to ftand up for your Metropolis: And there is no Dan- 
** ger in the mean Time; for as you are ported, it is not poflible for any Enemy to 
** interpofe to your Prejudice. If this may work upon you, 'tis well; but if other- 
" wife, you cannot think it reafonable for us to open our Gates 'till you lay down your 
« Arms.'' 

The Idumaeans were fo incenfed at their being (hut out of the Town, that they gave 
little or no Heed to what Jefus faid; and then for laying down their Arms, it looked 
fo like a Conqueft, that the Commanders would not fo much as endure the Thought 
of it. The Multitude, upon this, fell into a Kind of Uproar; but Simon the Son of 
Cathlas, one of the Officers, with much ado appeafing it, took a Standing upon an Ad- 
vance-Ground within hearing of the High-Prieft, and delivered himfelf to them after 
this Manner. 

" I do not wonder, fays he, to fee the Defenders of our Country's Liberties (hut 
«* up here in the Temple, when the very Befiegers of thofe Patriots have likewifeHiutup 
«* the City itfelf, which ought to be free and open to the whole Nation ; but at the 
•* fame time ready enough perhaps to entertain the Romans with Garlands and Ac- 
" clamations. 'Tis enough for us, you think, to talk to us from your Towers, advife 
** us to lay down our Arms (though taken up in the common Caufc) and not to truft 
*' our nearcft Friends with the Guard of the City. But inftead of defending our. 
«* Capital, we are held in hand with Propofals of being made Judges of the Matter 
** in Qneftion; and in the fame Inftant, while you are laying Load upon others for 
•* deftroying your Fellow-Citizens without any Colour of Law, you yourfclves pro- 
•^ nounce Judgment at Will and Pleafure upon the whole Nation, and violently keep 

" your 
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*« your own Brethren out of a City that gives Adn^ittance, upon the Account of 
•* Piety and Devotion, to all Mankind befidc. But is this your Way then of ac* 
•* knowleging Obligations ? Do you call it an Expedition againft you, and a Siding 
** v^rith your Enemies, to make all the Hafle we could to your Refcue? At the fame Rate 
«• are thofe in the Temple, your Enemies: And you have juft as much to fay againft us as 
•* againft them. You have at prefent the very Supporters of the Commonwealth, Prilbners 
** in the Temple, and we arc to be flammed off with a Pretence, that the End of 
** your keeping all the World out of the City, is to avoid their Tyranny : When 
•* in Truth the very Tyrann^^u complain of, you yourfelves pradkife. Now this is 
^« too grofs to pafs upon any Man that hath Eyes in his Head, AnJi keeping us out 
•* of the City is not all neither, for we are barred by that Exclufion, from the Exer- 
*« cifc and Enjoyment of the religious Rites and Ceremonies of our Profcflion. And 
** it is the fame Cafe again with thofe that are befieged in the Temple, for punifliing 
•* certain Traitors, that you are pleafed to honour with the Title of honeft Men and 
«« Perfons of Qu^ality, for the Credit of the Confederacy. Now the only Thing that 
'* they were to blame for, was, that they did not begin with you : That is to fay, at 
** the Root of the Confpiracy. But if they were over tender, it will concern us to 
«* a<ft with more Vigour, for the Maintenance of the Houfe of God, and of the Rites 
*' of our Country, as well within the City as without, and againft all Oppofcrs. So 
** that this Siege we are refolved to make good, till either the Romans deliver you, 
** or the Conlcience of what you have done amifs, bring you back again to vour 
'^ Duty/' 



CHAP. VII. 

The Idumrcans incawp under the City TFalls. A furious Tcmpejl ; and the 
Idumxans Jhclter tbemjelves under their Bucklers cigainfi it. Several 
Forebodi?igs upon it. 7 he Zelotes advijc in Council how to fecure their 
Friends The Idumccans enter the City by Night, and join the Zelotes, 
yi b!oody Majjlicre. Ananus ^;;i/ Jcfus are put to Death. 

THE Multitude gave to underftand by Shouts and Clamours, how much they 
were pleafed with what was faid. But Jefns, on the other Hand, went away 
pcnfive and forrowful, not only for the untra<?bable Temper of the Idum.vins ; but 
likewifc to find that the Citizens had now a double War upon their Hands. And the 
Idumaeaos were not much eafier neither, partly cut of an Indignation at the Affrcnc 
of fuch a Repulfc, and partly to find thcmfilvcs fo much miftakcn in the Strength of 
the Zelotes ; for they were not fo ftrong as they immagined; and the PitHcukies of 
the Undertakinj; made them half repent their coming. But the Shame or reluming 
juft as they came, and without making any Attempt, carried it againft all other Sciii- 
Numb. 15. G g pier::* 
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pies : So that they refolved (rartily enough) to take up their Station where they were, 
and to iiicamp under the very Walls of the City. 

On the Night following, there blew a dreadful Tempeft of Wind and rain, accom-- 
panied with Inch terrible Flaflies of Lightning, tearing Claps of Thunder, and fuch 
bellowing of Earthquakes, as put all People to their VVits End, to think what thefc 
Prodigies might poitcnd. 

The Inhabitants and the Idumccans were both under the fame Apprehenfion : That 
is to fay, that God was incenfed againft them for the War, and that fome vindidlivc 
Judgment threatened them both, if they went on with it againft their Mother-City. 
Ananus and his Party 'ooking upon it all this while as a Declaration from Heaven in 
their Favour, taki.ig for granted that God wouH fight for them, and give them a 
Vidory without a Battle. But the Event Ilicwed them to b.^ falfe Prophets 3 for 
that which they applied to the Enemy befcl th-mlclves in tli^ Conclufion, 

All that the Idun.xan? were able to do in the Fury of this Storm, was to edge one to 
anoihc-r as clofe as thty could prefs, and cover themfclves v.ith their Bucklers; which 
by this Means they made tight againft Wind andWeatl;tr. The Zelotes ail this while 
were in more Pain for theldumajans, than forthemfelves; and folaid their Heads together, 
to advife which Way it was pollible for them to bring their Friends off. The more daring 
Part of the Council were abfolutely for fetting upon the City Guards; and, after the 
gaini;ig of that Point, for downright forcing the Gates, and making Way for the Idu- 
maeans, arguing, that fuch a Surprize upon Raw-foldiers, and Men ill armed, would fo 
diforder them, that they would find it a hard Matter to appear in a Body again; befides, 
that they had moft of them houfed themfelves to be out of the Weather. But let the 
Danger be what it would, nothing (they faid) fliould ever mike them fo bafe as to aban- 
don their Friends and Allies, that came fo generoufly to their Succour. 

The moderate Men were utterly againft that Way of Adventure; giving for granted, 
that the Guards at this Time were undoubtedly doubled upon fo critical a Jiinfture ; 
a ftrider Watch than ordinary fct upon the Walls, in Regard of the Iduma?ans ; befides, 
that Ananus would be every where up and down, at all Hours, upon his Rounds, to 
keep the Soldiers to their Daty. And fo it would have been any other Night but that, 
when Ananus went to refrefli himtelf; not fo m.uch out of Negligence and Lazincfs, 
as by a judicial Fatality that over ruled him upon that critical Inftant, to the Ruin of 
himfelf, and his People : For the Night being now far fpent, and the Tempeft increa- 
fing, the Guards upon the Temple-Gates fell all faft afleep. 

It came now into the Zelotes Heads, that if they could but deftroy the Bolts and 
Bars of the Gates, the Work were done : Whereupon they took down certain Saws 
and other Inftruments, dedicated to the Service of the holy Temple, with which 
they filed and cut them to Pieces; and it fell out fo luckily, that betwixt the Raging 
of the Wind, and the Roaring of the Thunder, the Btfiegers heard nothing of the 
Noife, Upon this, they flipt av/ay privately towards the City-Gate?, next to the Idu- 
mi'jnns; which they opened as they had done the former. The Idunijeans took it at 
firft for Ananus, upon fome Motion toward a Sally, and every Man with his Sword 
in his Hand made toward the Paflage ; but upon finding their Miftakes, the Idnn^a[?ans 

entered 
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entered the Gity; and with fuch a Rage, that if they had difcharged it upon the 
People, as they were about to do, they muft have put the whole Body of them to 
the Sword, ^ut the ^|)btes earneftly befccching them not to leave their Friends in 
the Temple in Diftrefs, for whofe Sakes they came thither, and fo cxpofe them to 
ftill greater Dangers; and likewife rcafoning with them, hotv much eafier they would 
find the Enterprize, if they began with the Guards ; whereas, if the Inhabitants took 
the Alarm firft, they would gather in Multitudes, and difpute every Inch of Ground 
upon fuch Advantages, that they could never carry their point; the Idumasans wewof 
the fame Mind, and fo made it their firft Bufinefs to pafs direftly through the City to 
the Relief of their Friends that were Prifoncrs in the Temple; ^i. where the Zelotes 
waited their coming with great Impatience. The Idumaeans were no fooner entered, 
but the Zelotes advanced out of the Inner-Temple, and joined with them in a Sally 
upon the Guards. Some they kilfed in their Sleep, while others took the Alarm at 
the Outcries of the People ; and the Multitude flood to their Arms, though with 
all the Confufion in the World. But taking it at firft to be only a Party of the Ze- 
lotes, they made little Doubt of running them down with Numbers, and took Heart 
upon it ; but when they faw how others came pov/ering in upon them from Abroad, 
and that they Idumaeans had joined the Zelotes ; the greater Part of them betook 
^ themfelves to Cries and Lamentations, dropping their Courage and their Arms both at 
once. Some few brave young Fell<^ there were, however, that had the Hearts yet 
to encounter the Idumaeans, and to cover the timorous common People ; while others 
went raving up and down from Place to Place, making Proclamation as it were of the 
Ruin of the City. But not oiie Cftature more to ftrike a Blow, after it was known 
that the Idumaeans were Mafters of the Town. The Streets rung of vain and fruitlcfs 
Exclamations, and mournful Complainings; the Shrieks of Wo(nen in Frights for the 
Lofs of their Guards; and all thefe Clamours were made much more dreadful by the 
Shouts of the Idumaeans and Zelotes, and the tempeduous Violences of the Winds and 
Thunder. But fuch, in fine, was the natural Barbarity and Fiercenefs of the Idumxans, 
together wkh the vexatious Thought of'being fliut out of the City, and expofcd to 
the Strefs of Weather, that they fpared not a Creature; and whether they were in Arms 
or upon their Knees, it was the lame Cafe. Some pleaded Religion; others. Kindred: 
But Death ftopped all their Mouths; and their Condition was fuch, that they coulil. 
neither fight nor run away. Nay, the very Fear of Death contributed as much to the 
Execution of it, in fomc Sort, as the Rage of the Enemy. For by prcfling fo hard oiic 
upon another, they blocked up all Poflibility of retiring, and brought them fo thick to- 
gether, that their Adverfaries made not one Blow in v.iin. In this Extremity of ihc'w 
Diftraftion, fomc of them, to avoid one Death, leaped headlong down a Precipice into 
another. There was a Flood, in fine, of Blood quite around the Temple; and by the 
Time it was fair Daylight, they computed eight thoufand five hundred dead Bodies upon 
the Place. 

And this ^^as not enough yet to quench the Drought of the infatiable blood-rhirit'/ 
Iduma»ans, without turning their Rage againft the City; where they pillaged iill liniJi/i 
indifferently, and killed all the People they found in their Way. As lor the Rabl-le 

G g 2 they 
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they looked upon them &<*. be1o^¥ their Anger; but their main BuHnefs was to wreak their 

Malice upon the High-Priclts; which they did, by cutting off their Heads fo foon as they 
iound them, and then trampling upon their Bodies, miking ^port with Afianus for his 
Popularity, and with Jcfus for his Harangue upon the Wall, in a Way of Mockery and 
Derilion. Nay, they were come to that Pitch of Impiety, as to Forbid them the Rites 
cf Burial ; though the Jewifti Laws, out of a Reverence to the Dead, have provided for 
tlie taking down even of executed Criminals from the very Crofs, and burying them before 
Sun-fet. If I (hould now date the Deltrudtion of this City from the Death of Ananus^ 
and reckon that Ananus and Jerufalem fell both on the fame Day, I believe I (hould not 
be much out in my Account. For in the Lofs of this Man, they loft the Support of their 
Government and all Hope of Safety; and Jerufalem was efFcftually as much put to Death 
as Ananus : Befide that, over and above the Dignity of his Character and Extraction, he 
was a Man highly efteemed in the World for his perfonal Virtue and Juftice ; and his 
Humility was yet the Crown of all the reft. He was a famous Aflcrtor of Liberty and a 
Common-wealth ; for he had no Intereft of his own but to ferve the Public, a Lover 
and a Promoter of Peace above all Things; for he knew well enough that the Romans 
were not a People to be baffled, and that nothing could fecure the Jews but a fair Under- 
Handing with the other. To fpeak all in a Word ; if Ananus had lived, the Romans* 
and the Jews would have come to an Agreement. He was a moft powerful Speaker, and 
had the Talent of moving his Hearers to a Miraclcj^' He had already humbled thofe In- 
cendiaries (the Zelotes, falfly fo called ;) and the Jews, with fuch a Captain in the Head 
of them, would have found the Romans Work enough to do. He was fo happy alfo as 
to have Jefus for his Second; a Perfon as much above all other Men as he was inferior to 
Ananus* But it was God's Will to purge this holy City as by Fire, for ail the Pollutions 
and Abominations that had been committed in it : And this was done by taking away 
thefc two illuftrious Perfons, which were the only Means of prcferving it. Two Pcr- 
fons that but Yefterday were venerable for their prieftly Robes ; the Heads and Proled- 
ors of the moft glorious Religion under the Siin ; and the Darlings, not only of their 
own People, but of all Foreigners that had the Honour to know them ; aiid now, in 
the Turn of a Hand, expofed naked for a Prey to Dogs and Wild-Beafts, to the Afto- 
nifliment and Heart-breaking of all good Men, to fee Virtue trampled upon^ and Ini- 
quity ride triumphant. 
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From the coming of TituSs to hejiege Jerufalem, to the great extremity to 
which the Jews -were reduced, containing the interval of near 6 months. 



CHAP. I. 

The Cruelty of the Idumseans ^ the Zeloces. Twelve Thoufand eminent Men put 
to Death. Zachariah charged with Treajbn before a mock Court of Juftice. 
The Court acquits him / and the 'People murder him in the Temple. The 
'PraSice is dijcovered j and the Idumacans difcharge their "Prifoners, and 
leave the City. Gorion <7«^ Niger of Percea are put to Death. Divine 
Juflice over-takes the Tyrants. 

FTER the horrid Butchery of Ananus and Jefus, (as aforefaid) the 
common People were treated at the Rate even of tlie worft of Beafts, 
both by the Zelotes and Idumaeans ; v/ho cut them to Pieces as fad as 
they found them : But for Men of Quality and thofe that were in the 
Vigour of their Youth, they kept them only in Cuftody j in Hope, that 
for the faving of their Lives they might be brought over to their Party : 
But they chofe rather to die every Man of them, than to join in a 
Traytors againft their native Country. And Death was the leaft Part 
too t for it was brought on with the mod exquifite of Torments : And 
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when the Bodies of Men were torn and mangled with Scourges, till they were all over 
Ulcers, and could hold out no longer, they had Recourfe then to the Sword, for the 
finithing of the Work. Thofe that they took up in the Day, were crowded into Pri- 
fons at Night; and as any of them died there, their Bodies were thrown out to make 
Room for more ; and the next Comers to be ferved after the fame Manner. Thcfc hor- 
rid Maflacrcs put the People in fuch a Dread, that they durft not own fo much as a Sigh 
or a Tear for the Lofs of a Friend, or any Sort of Funeral Rites for the neareft Rela- 
tions thty had in the World : Nay, they durft not fomuch as weep or mourn in their 
own Houles or Chamber?, without fearching all the Holes and Corners firft, to be furc 
that nobody was within Hearing : For Humanity was become fo dangerous a Crime, 
that it was Death even to fliew a Tendernefs for the Memory of thofe that were gone. 
All they could do, was now and then in the Dark, and by Stealth, to caft a Handful 
of Earth or two upon the Body : Though fome few were fo bold as to venture upon it 
in the Day too. 1 his Perfecution coft the Lives of twelve thoufand Men of the fiift 
Quality. ^ 

Thefe Blood-thirfty Monfters began now to be almoft forfeited with this bare-faced, 
cut-throat Way of Murder, and had the Confidence to fet up a mock Court of Jufticc, 
and to do the fame Thing over again, undec a Form of Law and hquity. There was 
one Zachariah, the Son of Baruch, a Man of the firft Rank : a Friend to all good 
Men, and an Enemy to the Wicked : A Man, in (hort, of great Authority and VirtuCi 
and wealthy over and above. This Zachariah was looked upon by the Zelotes, as a 
Man fo dangeroufly popular, that they themfelves could not be fafe, they thought, wi- 
thout removing him. So they Rcfolved to take away his Life ; or, which was all one, 
to put him upon his Trial for it. To this Purpofe they called together feventy of the 
better Sort of the People, under the Name of Judges ; but without any Semblance of a 
Commiflion to authorife them. This pretended Court being met, the Zelotes ezHibited a 
formal Charge agaiuft Zachariah, for being in a Confpiracy to betray Jerufalem to the 
Romans, and treating about it with Vefpafian. There was not the leaft Colour either of 
a Proof or fo much as any Inducement to the believing of it 5 but the Zelotes faid it 
was fo, and therefore it muft be fo. 

Zachariah perceiving manifeftly that his Life was at Stake, and that the whole Me- 
nage was a Cheat, (for he he had nothing to do with Vefpafian) he gave himfelf without 
more Ceremony, for loft : But ftill, in the abandoned rtate of his Defpair, he governed 
himfdf in his Defence with a Serenity of Mind and a Freedom of Spirit, well beco- 
ming the Charadter of a Man of Hononr and Virtue. He began with contemptuous 
Refledlions upon the Ihameful Pradtices and Pretences of his Accufers ; and fo proceeded 
to the evident Calumnies and Inconfiftences of their Suggeftions; briefly laying open the 
Vanity of all their Objeftions, and turning their Arguments in their own Faces ; fetting 
forth in Order the whole Courfe of their Iniquities ; and complaining, by the bye, of 
the troubled State of Things. This generous and daring Rehaviour of Zachariah tranf- 
portcd the Zelotes into fo malicious a Rage, that they had certainly murdered him upon 
the Place, if it had not been to keep up the Credit of their pretended Judicature ; by 
putting it to the Experiment, whether their new Judges would venture their Heads o"r 

no^ 
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no, upon fo dangerous a Point of Jufticc. When it came to the Ifluc, the whole Court 
pronounced the Prifoner innocent, without fo much as one Man of the Seventy that 
did not chufe rather to run the Hazard of his own Life, than to deftroy fo good a 
Man by a Sentence tgainft all Confcience and Equity. This Judgment of Acquital 
put the Zelotes into fuch an Uproar, that they were all raging mad at the Judges, 
for being fuch Blockheads as not to underftand to what End they were let there. U|yn 
this, two of the ranked Ruffians of the Crew fell outrageoufly upon Zachariab, and 
murdered him in the Middle of the Temple, with this infolent Railery in their Mouth's; 
•« Now, fays one of them, we have given you pur Difcharge too, and you are much 
'* furer of this, than you were of the other :" Cafting the Body at the fime Time 
down the Precipice under the Temple. As to the Judges, their Lives were fpared, 
and their Punilhment only a Judgment of Infamy, to be beaten out of the Temple with 
the Flats of the Swords that were to execute the Sentence. By this Means they were 
difipcrfed up and down as fo many Eye-WitncfTcs of the Slavery of the capital City at 
trat Time. 

The Idumaeans themfelves were fo dilgufted at this Way of Proceeding, that they curfcd 
the Hour of their coming; and fo conferring about it, they had fecret Intelligence given 
them by one of the Zelotes, of the whole Hiftory of the People that invited ihcm in. 
*• True it was, he faid, that they did take up Arms upon the Credit of a Report that the 
«' High-Pricfts were treating with the Romans for the betraying of the City ; however, 
«« upon further Inquiry, they found nothing at all in it ; but, on the contrary, the prc- 
«' tended Aflcrtors of our Liberties weic adlually the Subverters of them, and they them- 
«* felvcs the Tyrants that ought to have been timely fuppreffed. But, ftys the Zelote, 
•« fince it hath been your unhappy Lot to join with them thus flir in their Iniquities, it 
«* will be high Time for you to break ofFfo criminal an Alliance with the profclfcd Ene- 
«' mies of your Laws and Country. You took it ill to be kept out of the Town : And 
♦« arc you not fufficiently revenged, do you think, upon thofe that excluded you, in the 
*' Death of Ananus, and fo many thoufands of the Citizens in one Night ? An Aftion, 
«« fays he, which many of your People will live to repent. But I fpeak this only to (hew 
*» you the Barbarity of your Confidents, that had the Impudence to commit ihcfe fliamc- 
•^ lefs Cruelties even before the Faces of their Prefervers, and by doing the bafcft Things 
<« that ever were heard pf in the Sight of their Allies, to transfer the Infamy from the 
** Zelotes to the Idumaeans; who, in Truth, (hould eitiier have hindred them, or left 
M them. Now, fays he, fince it is as clear as the Sun, that the whole Story of the Con- 
♦* fpiracy is nothing but a Calumny, and that there is no fuch Thing in Profpecl as the 
«• Dread of a Roman Army ; befide the impregnable Strength of this City, il'it were true 
■* to itfclf : Since thus it is, I fay, what have you more to do, than to return from 
** whence you came ; and by abandoning thefe Monllers, to expiate in lome fort ft^r the 
** ill Things you did in their Company ? V/hercin you ace thus fir excuublc, that you 
«* were rather paflive under a well-meaning Millj^ke, than voluntary Adtors at ycur own 
" Libertv and Choice." This Dilcourfe had fuch an Eftrdt upon the Iuuma:ans, that 
they forthwith let all their Prilbners at Liberty, (which were near two thoufand;) left the 
City.; and fo went to Simon, (of whom hereafter) and then Home. 

This 
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Thia unexpeAed Departure of the IdumaBans was equally a Surprife both to the Inba« 
bltantSj and to the Zelotesi though upon feveral Accounts, For the People, that knew 
nothing of the others Repentance, took Heart upon it, and comforted themfelves in the 
Thought of fuch a DcHverance- The Zclotcs, on the other Hand,,«grew as infolent upon 
it, in Confidence of their own Strength ; and Co confider that the Check being now taken 
o^ that kept in feme Sort of Awe of the Idumaeans, they were now at Liberty to go their 
own Way to work without any Reftraint of Scruple, Confideration or Delay : So that 
every Thing was now done in a Hurry, without Dehberation or Council. They ftuck 
at nothing, though never fo wicked i and whatever came in their Head, it was no ibcner 
thought than executed. 

But their deadly Spite wasagainft Men of Bravery and Honour; and thofc they perie- 
cutcd to the uttermoft Extremity; the Nobility, out of Envy; the Men of Refolution 
and Virtue, out of Fear : For they could never think themfclves fafe, fo long as any Man 
of that Chaiadler was alive. This was it that made them put Gorion to Death (with ic« 
vera] others) a Man well principled and well born ; a Man of Courage, and a Lover of tlic 
People and of Liberty, no Creature more; and, in fine, this Spirit of Liberty, (together 
with his other Virtues) was his Ruin. Niger of Pcra?a fell alfo under the fame difaftrous 
Fate : A Man of a tried Valour and Conduit againft the Romans ; (hewing and glorying 
in the Wounds and Scars he had received in the Service of his Country, as they dragged 
hinn! along the Streets. When they had him out ot the Gates, and that he gave himfelf 
for dead, he made them this one Rcquert, that his Body might be buried : But it wasde« 
nied him; and lo they put him to Death, with (his propnetical Imprecation in his laft 
Breath, that the Romans might come to avenge his Blood ; and divine Jufticc overtake 
them with Famine, Sword, Peftilcnce, and mortal Divifions among thenifelves, anfwer- 
able to the Enormity of their Crimes. 

It was not long before God, in his righteous Providence, poured down all tbeie Plagues 
upon them, as foretold; beginning with their intefline Broils. The Death of Niger fct 
their Hearts at Eafe ^s to any farther Danger that Way. But there was not yet fo 
much as one common Man that they did not find fome Occafion or other to pick a Quarrel 
with. Some they put to Death for Things gone and part, and for DifafFedtions of old 
Date. In other Cafes, where there was no Matter of Fa<ft againft a Man, a bare Jcaloufy 
or Poflibiiity v/as enough to delUoy him. If they made Court t^ the Fadiion, they were 
Spies; if they kept olt, it was interpreted Envy and Contempt: But whether the pre- 
tended Crime was great or fmall, the Penalty was ftill the fame; and nothing cfcapcd 
l|^m that had either Money or Honour. 



CHAP. II. 

The Jews mifcrahly confounded. The Officers prefs Vefpafian to Rigour y but 
Vcipafian is for Moderntion. The Zclotes go over daily to the Romans. 
Horrid 'Perjccution and Opprejfiou, The Dejiru&ion of Jerufalcm fore- 
told by an ancient TrediSion. 

THE 
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THE Roman Officers having their Hearts fet upon Jerufalem, could not wifli a 
fairer Opportunity for the advancing of their Dcfign, than by laying hold of the 
Diftradtions in the City : To which End, they applied themfelves to the General Vef- 
pafian, by all Means to improve the Providence of the prefent Occafion, without allow- 
ing the Jews one Moment of Time to bethink themfelves: For they would either agree, 
or tire, or repent, or fbmething or other; and the Work would be then to begin again: 
Reprefenting alfo, at the fame time, that the Hand of God did moft evidently appear 
upon thefe Faftions, in Favour of the Romans. The General gave them this Anfwer: 
That their Bravery was more than their Policy ; and that they confidered the Glory 
of the Adlion in the Oftentation of their Courage, (as if it were to fight a Prize) 
more than the Prudence and the Advantage of it. ^r, fays he, to attack the City, 
H^ind over Head, would be the ready Way to make them all Friends again, and to 
draw their Forces upon us, which are very confiderable, into a Conjunction as againft 
a common Enemy ^ whereas if we do but wait a- while with a little Patience, they 
will do our Bufinefs to our Hands, in fpending their Numbers and their Spirits one 
upon another. For God does better for us than we could do for ourfelves, in deli- 
vering up the Jews to the Romans without Labour or Peril ; and giving us Vidtory 
without fo much as a Battle. Are they not already up to the Ears in a Civil War 
(which is the heavieft of all Judgements) and cutting Throats among themfelves like 
fo many Madmen? And who but a Madman then, will enter into a needlefs Conteft 
with Madmen, and run the Riflt of bearing a Part in the Tragedy, when he may 
do his Bufinefs better in the Quality of a Spectator ? Thefe People, I tell you, are 
hot-headed, and rather than not be deftroyed, they will kill one another. As for 
thofe that look upon a cheap Victory to be inglorious, they (hould do well to fet the 
Advantages of a temperate Accommodation without Blood againft the uncertain 
Chance of War. This is not to derogate from the Honour of military Virtue ; for 
provided the fame Thing be done, what matters it whether by Arms or by Council? 
But yet undoubtedly that muft needs be the bcft Way of doing it, which at the 
fame time weakens the Enemy, and keeps our own Men by daily Exercife in Difci- 
pline and Breath. Neither, fays he. is this a Time for us to propofe to ourfelves the 
Fame of a glorious Exploit, when the Jews are playing our Game for us, and mind 
neither their Arms, their Works, or their Walls, or the making of Intereft and 
Friends ; but by tearing one another's Hearts out, and doing the Part of the worft 
of Enemies one to another; till they have brought themfelves intofuch a Condition, 
that the bell they can hope or wifli for, is to be our Slaves. Now as to the Pru- 
dence and H'^nour of the Matter in Queftion ; if they have a mind to worry one 
another, why (hould we hinder them ? Nor is there, in fine, any Reputation to be 
gotten by a Vidt.^ry, that was rather caft upon us by the Faftion of ihc one Side, than 
gained by the Valour of the other -, and this is eff. dually the Truth of the Cafe. 
This was Velpafian's Scnfc of Things, and the Officers were of the fame Opinion 
with their General; as it appeared they had Rcafon to be by that which followed foon 
after. For there came over Deferters to him from the Zelbtes in great Numbers, 
Day after Day ; though the Ways and Pafles were fo bcfrt, that it feemcd almoll im- 
NuMB. 15, H h poffiblc 
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poflible to cfcape. They put every Man to the Sv^ord that they took, upon a Pretence 
that he was running away to the Romans : That is to fay ; unlels he redeeoied himfelf 
for a Sum of Money, and that brought him ofi\. So that there was no Treachery but 
where there was no Cafli ; for the Rich compounded, and the Poor were left ia the 
Lurch. The MafTacre was fo outrageous, that the dead Bodies lay piled up in^ Heapi 
upon the Highways ; and many that were thinking to get off, changed their Minds^ 
and chofe rather to peri(h in the City, only in Hope of a little^ Earth to cover them. 
Nay, fuch was the extravagant Barbarity of thefe Monfters, that they would not alloir 
Burial to any Creature either within the City or without : But like profefled Enemies 
to the Inftindts of Nature, as well as the Rites of their Country, they affronted God 
and Man indifferently, and expofed the Bodies to lie rotting above Ground in the Face 
of the Sun. Nay, and it was as unpardonable a Crime to attempt the burying of a 
Friend, as to go over to the Enemy : And he that had but newly buried another^ wanted 
a Friend the next Moment to do the fame Office for himfelf. There was no fuch 
Thing left among theni as Compaffion (the moft humane of all our AffedUons,) bat ll 
was wholly extinguished in the Hearts of thefe Mifcreants ; and Mifery was xnadc ra- 
ther a Provocation to Ragt, than a Motive to Pity, 

The Spedacle, in fine, was fo frightful, that it made the Living envy the Dead; 
and the Want of a Grave was nothing to the Miferies of a Prifon : And they did not 
only trample upon all that was facred among Men, but trifled with Divinity itfelf, and 
made no more Account of the Oracles of the Prophets, than of fo many Dreams or 
Fables. But yet, after the Contempt of all the Laws and Precepts of their ForefatherSp 
concerning the Meafures of Good and Evil, they found the denouncing Predictions to 
be yet made good in the Conclufion againft themfelves and their Country. For there 
was a traditional Prophecy handed down to them from Antiquity, that in Time to cooie, 
there (hould break out a violent Sedition in Jerufalem ; and that the Jews them/elves, 
with their own Hands, fliould profane the holy Temple : The City to be afterwards 
taken, and all that was facred belonging to it laid in A(hes. The Zelotes made no 
doubt of the Authority ot this Prophecy^ and put their own helping Hands to the 
Execution of it. 



CHAP. III. 

John Jets ftp for foverclgn Tower. A Jharp Wit and a good Speaker. 
There are Zelotes and Anti-Zelotes ; and John Jides with the latter. 
Three heavy Judgments upon the Jev^s, and worfe yet behind. Engadcfi 
taken by Storm , and Judsea made the Scene of the War. A good Un- 
derjianding betwixt the Jews and Vefpafian. Gadara invites and receives 
him. The FaBions betake themfelves to Flight. Placidus put them aU 
to the Rout. The Fugitives make their Way to Bechcnnabiis* Placidus 
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• rtfies the Tlace, and fets fire to it. The Jews forced upon a Battle^ inhere 
they lofe 15000 upon the Tlace. 

THE ambitious Heart of John of Gifchala was grown now too big to content 
itfelf with any thing lefs than fovereign Power, (a Freak that he had had along 
Time in his Head;) fo that withdrawing infenfibly from the Fcllowfliip of his Compa- 
nions, and lifting, by little and little, a Party of profligate Ruffians into his Int6rcft, 
his Buiincfs was now to fet up for himfelf. He had a Humour of impofing his own 
Orders and Opinions imperioufly upon others, and of treating theirs again with Con- 
tradiction and Contempt; and this he did out of a manifeft AflFcdtation of a fole and 
abfolute Power, Some joined with him out of Fear; and feveral, out of Affedion 
and good Will : For he was the greateft Maftcr of Words in Nature, and in the Art 
of moving the AfFtdtions. Many followed him for their own Security, in hope that 
all the Ills that they had done would be laid at his Door, as tRe firfl Mover of them, 
whenever they {hould be called to an Account for their evil Doings. The martial Part 
of his Train (luck to him, as he was ftout, and a Man of Parts : But divers yet of 
the advcrfe Party fell off from him : Some, out of Envy and Greatnefs of Stomach, in 
a kindt)f Difdain to own him for their Mafter that had fo lately been their Enemy. 
But the Thing that wrought more upon them than all the reft, was the Averfion they 
had to a finglc Pcrfon, and the Defpair of getting him out again, if he were once pof- 
fefled of that Dignity : Befide, that he would never forgive thofe that oppofcd him in 
his Pretention at the Beginning. The People upon thefe Deliberations came at laft to 
a Rtfolution, rather to ftand the worft of a War. than to perifti undir the Infamy of 
making themfelves voluntary Slaves. The Fa<ftion, upon this, divided into two Par- 
ties ; John putting himfelf in the Head of the Anti-Zelotes. They ftood both upon 
their 'Guards one againft the other; and not without fome flight Skirmi(hes too : But ra- 
ther againft the People than betwixt themfelves ; for the fingle Point in Qucftion was 
only this, which of the two Parties (hould get the greater Booty. 

Jerufalem being at this Time labouring under three terrible Judgments; War, 
Tyranny, and Sedition ; the People taking the War to be the moft tolerable of the 
three, quitted their Habitations, and fled from their own Countrymen for Sandluary 
to Srangers, and found afterwards that Safety and Protedtion among the Romans, which 
they could not obtain one from another. 

The three Judgments above-mentioned, were now followed with a fourth; which 
contributed as much to the Deftrudtion of the Jews as any of the reft. There ftood 
a Caftle not far from Jerufalem, called Maflada: A Piece of great Antiquity, and of 
mighty Strength and Importance. It was eredted and made ufe of by our Kings in 
former Times for a Royal Treafury; and a Magazine of all Manner of Stores and N^.- 
ceffaries for War; and for an impregnable Retreat in a Time or CafeH)f Danger. It 
was now in the Poflcflion of a Band of Bravoes, commonly called Sicarii. There were 
not enough of them to kilU burn, and over-run the Country barefaced; but the Mif- 
chiefs they had done hitherto, were by Treachery and Surprife. It happened, upon 
this Jun&ure, that the Roman Army lying quiet and out of Adion, and the Jews at 
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Watch were at thtir Wits End, whom to let in and whom to keep outj for it would 
be h'urd, they thought^ to open the Gates to the Townfbien, and refaie Entrance to 
thcfe of Gadara : And then, on the other fide, they were afraid, left by opening to all 
indifFcrtntly, they might endanger the Lofs of the Place; as it came afterwards very 
near the Matter. For the Romans having purfued fome of the Fugitive up to the 
Wall, were within a little of falling into the Town with them pell-mell : But with 
much ado they made a (hift to get the Gates (hut, and fo prevented it. Piocidus, upon 
this gave a vigorous AiTault to the Place; and followed it fo dofe, that he madehioN 
felf Matter both of the Wall and of Village that Afternoon. The wretched Common- 
People, that had no Means of Defence, were all put to the Sword $ and the reft did 
what tlicy could to fave themfelves by Flight ; and carried the Terror along with them, 
wherever they came, all over the Country. But now, to finifti the Calamity, they firft 
pillaged the Houfes, and then laid the Village in A(hes. 

The Mifery was very great in the Truth of the Fa6t ; but made much greater in the 
Report yet than it was : For they gave it out all the Way they pafted, chat the whole 
Roman Army was coming toward them. This Alarum put the Country into fuch a 
Fright, that they quitted their Habitations upon it, and in prodigious Numbers retired 
into Jericho ; being a ftrong, a populous, and a well fortified Garrifon, and cooiequently 
the fafcft Retreat the could think of. Placidus, in the Courfe of his Succeues and 
good Fortune, purfued them to the River Jordan ; putting every Creature to the Sword 
that they overtook upon the Way. When the Fugitives came to the RiTcr Side, the 
Waters were fo out upon a great Fall of Rain, that there was no paffing; nor» as the 
Cafe ftood, any Poflibility of getting away. In this Difficulty they found themfelves 
under an abfolute Ncceflity of putting it to a Battle. The Jews po(ted tfaemielves a- 
long the Bank of a River ; which they made good for a- while : But when they came 
once to be broken, what betwixt thcfe that were drowned, and others that were (lain, 
the Lofs of the Men was not to be computed. They reckoned upon fifteen Thoufand 
killed upon the Place ; about two thoufand two hundred taken, befide a mighty Booty 
of Sheep, Camels and Oxen. 

This Difafter was not only the greateft that the Jews had ever yet received ^ but, in 
fome Sort, even beyond itfclf. The High-Ways where they marched were all covered 
with dead Bodies; the River Jordan fo choaked with Carcaifes, that tfaefc was no crof- 
fing it; and vail Numbers floated down feveral Channels that led into the Lake Af« 
phaJtitis. 

Placidus being now in the Train of his good Fortune, reduced Abila, Julias, Befe« 
moth, and other Places as far as the Lake; where he fettled Garrifons of the beft and 
mod trufly Men he could pick out^f thofe that came over to the Romans; his next 
Work was to put his Soldiers aboard, and clear the Lake of all the Fugitives that fled thi- 
ther for Refuge : Which he did fo effcdinally, that the Romans were by this Time abfo- 
lute Mafters of all beyond Jordan, as far as Machseras. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Gaul revolt J» Vefpafian/ Marches and Motions: He comes to Jericho. A 
Defcription of the Tlace. The Lake of Afphaltitis and Tiberias. E- 
lifha'i Fountain. 

WHILE this paiTed in Judaea, came News out of Gaul of a Revolt there from 
Nero; and that Vindex, with feveral principal Men of the Country, were the 
Heads of it (butof this more particularly -elfewhere.) Vcfpafian, upon this Intelligence, 
puflied on the prcfent War with more and more Vigour; for he did not know how 
many Revolts might follow one upon the Neck of another, and the whole Empire 
come to be in Danger at laft by a civil War: Whereas, if the Troubles in the Eaft 
were but firft compofed, Italy would have the lefs to fear. But Winter not being a 
Seafon for it, all that could be done toward it at prefent was only the Garrifon Towns 
and Cities he had fubdued; ere£t proper Offices in every City, and to order Reparations 
where they were needful. 

The firft thing he did, was to march with his Army from Caefarea to Antipatris; 
where he flayed two Days to put things in Order; and on the third, laid all the Neigh- 
bourhood wafte with Fire and Sword, together with the Borders of the Toparchy of 
Thamna: And thence to Lydda and Jamnia. Thefe two Places Aibmitted to him. 
And then, when he had peopled them with Inhabitants from other Towns, fuch as 
he thought he might bed confide in, he advanced to Ammaus; and pofTcKIing himlelf 
there of the Paffage that leads to the Capital City, he pitched his Camp and ran a Wall 
about it: And leaving the fifth Legion there, he moved with the reft of his Troops 
into the Toparchy of Bethlepton; which he burnt and deftroyed, together with the 
neighbouring Country and the Borders of Idumxa; faving only fome flrong Caftles 
that he manned and fortified. 

There were two Towns that he took in the Middle of Iduma^a; Bethabri and Ca- 
phartoba: Where he killed upwards of ten thoufand Men, referving near a thoufand 
for Slaves; drove out the reft of the People, and left a confiderable Part of his Troops 
to fally out and commit Outrages upon the Mountains. 

He returned after this, with the Remainder of his Army, to Ammaus ; and pafling 
from thence by Samaria and Neapolis (which the Natives call Mabartha) he came the 
fecond of the Month Defius to Corea ; where he encamped, and (hewed himfelf next 
Day before Jericho, At Jericho, Trajan, one of his chief Officers, joined him with 
the Troops under his Command, after the intire Reduction of all beyond Jordan: But 
mofl of the Inhabitants were withdrawn to the Mountains over againft Jerufalem before 
the Arrival of the Romans ; and a great Part of thofe that flayed behind were put to 
the Sword. 

Veipafian, in fine,, found Jericho a defolate and a forfakeh City. It (lands upon a 
Plain that is over-looked by a naked and a barren Mountain; and of fnch an Extent, 
that it reaches upon the North Sidr to the Region of Scythopolis ; on the South, as far 
as Sodom and the Borders of the Lake Afphaltitis ; a Country fo wretchedly poor and 
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barren, and there is no living there. Over againft this, and on the farther Side of 
the River Jordan, there lies another Mountain; vsrhich begins at Julias toward the 
North, and ftretchcs Southward up to Gomorrha, and fo borders upon Petra a City of 
Arabia. There is alfo another Mountain which they call the Iron Mountain : and runs 
out as far as the Land of the Moabites. Betwixt thefe Mountains lies a Place called 
the Great Plain: It begins at Gennabara, and ftretches out to the Lake Afphaltitis; the 
Length of it is two hundred and thirty Furlongs; an hundred and twenty over, and 
the River Jordan crofles the Middle of it. 

There are two remarkable Lakes : The one called Afphaltitis; the other, the Lake 
of Tiberias; but of very different if not contrary Qualities: The fornnier being fait and 
crude without Fifh; but the other, fweet, kindly and fruitful. The Summer Heats 
there arc intolerable; the Country burnt up with them; and the Air hot and fickly, 
without any Refreftiment but from the River Jordan : As appears by the Palm-Trees, 
which thrive much better upon the Banks than at a Diftance. 

At or near to Jericho itfelf, there is a large and plentiful Fountain, which overflows 
all the Grounds thereabouts, and takes its Rife not far from an ancient City; the firft 
Place that Jefus, the Son of Nave, the famous General of the Hebrews, gained from 
the Canaanites by the Sword. There goes a Tradition, that this Fountain in Time 
paft was fo dangerous, that it did not only corrupt the Fruits of the Earth, as well 
Grain as Plants ; but like wife, caufcd Abortions in Women, and tainted with a blafting 
Infedlion whatever it touched that was capable of fuch an Impreflion. But it jfays 
farther, that from the Days of the Prophet Eliflia, the illuftrious SucccfTor of Elias, 
the Waters of this Fountain became not only innocent but nouriftiing and wholefome ; 
and upon this Occafion, Elifha having been treated with great Hofpitality and Ref- 
pedl by the People of Jericho, bethought himfelf of fuch an Acknowledgment as they 
themfelves, their Country and Pofterity, might be the Better for to the End of the 
World. The Prophet, upon this, went out to the Fountain ; and caufing a Pitcher of 
Salt to be let down into the Bottom of it^ he advanced his Right-hand toward Hea- 
ven ; and prefenting his Oblations at the Side of it, he befought God in his Goodnefs 
to corrcdt the Waters, and to fweeten the Veins that paflcd from them ; to foften the 
Air, and make it temperate and fructifying; to beftow Children as well as Fruits upon 
the Inhabitants in Abundance, and never to withdraw thefe Blefiings fb long as they 
continued in their Duty. Upon the offering up of this Prayer, with all due Ceremony 
and according to Form, the Quality of the Fountain was changed ; and inftead of 
Sterility and Famine, the Waters were now become an efficacious Means of Plenty and 
Increafe : Infomuch that the bare Touching of the Ground with them gives every 
Thing a more favoury Relifli; but then let them lie never fo long upon it, the 
EfFe<a is much the fame ; efpecially if it arifes from any Dii^dence of the Miracle. 
And over and above all this, there is not another River in the Country that runs fuch 
a Tradl of Ground, 

The Country is feventy Furlongs in Length, and twenty in Breadth; furniflied with 
curious Gardens and thick Groves in Abundance ; with Palm-Trees along the Brooks, 
of different Kinds, Names, and TaAcs. They prefs out of fome of them great Qjjan- 
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cities of a fort of Honey, not much inferior to other Honey; which they have there 
alfo in great Plenty. And then for Balfam, which is the choiceft Fruit they have, there 
is great Store of it ; and fo for Cyprus, and Myrobalanus : A Bleffing from Heaven 
undoubtedly, for a Country to produce not only the choiceft of all the Fruits of the 
Earth, but the largeft and beft of the feveral Sorts. And they are not behind the hap- 
pieft of all other Countries neither, for the Produdlion of other Fruits, and for the 
improving of them as well in Growth as in Virtue. This may be afcribcd, in my 
Opinion, to fome peculiar Property and Difpofition in the Water, and to a certain 
kindly Warmth in the Air. The latter to draw out and difFufc the Virtue of the Sub- 
jcQl Matter it hath to work upon ; as in the difcloflng of Leaves, Flowers, and the 
like. The other ferves to bind and confirm the Roots, and to fortify them by increafing 
the Sap againft the parching Rages ; which are fo furious in that Country, that nothing 
would be able to fprout or bud without it. But yet in the Extremity of thefe burning 
Hearts, they have likewife every Morning inch refrefhing Breezes, that the very Breath 
of them makes the Water that is drawn before Sun-rife quite another Thing. In the 
.Winter it is warm, and comfortable to bathe in. Such, in fine, is the Temperature 
of the Climate, that when it . is Froft and Snow in other Parts of Judsa, the Natives 
of this Place go clad only in fingle Linen. It lies a hundred and fifty Stadia from Je- 
rufalem, fixty from the River Jordan, and the whole Country betwixt that and Jerufa- 
lem is all Rock and Defert. It lies lower indeed betwixt this Place and Jordan, and 
fo to the Lake Afphaltitis ; but every Jot as rude and barren as the other. This is 
enough faid of the happy Situation, and the natural Advantages of Jericho. 



CHAP. V. 

Nothing Jinks in the Lake Afphaltitis. Vefpafian tries the Experi- 
ment, and finds it fo. Several wonderful ^alities in this Lake, It bor- 
ders upon Sodom. A fair Fruit there to the Eye, but falls to nothing 
upon the Touch, 

IT will bcconie me now to fay fomething of the Afphaltitis, and the Nature of that 
Lake. It is fait to the Taftc, and no Fifli will live in itj nor hardly any thing fink 
that is thrown into it, let it be never^fo l^eavy: So that a Man would find it a hard 
Matter to drown himfclf in this Lake, if he had never fo great a Mind to do it. Vcf- 
pafian having heard of the ftrange Quality of this Water, took a Journey on purpofe 
out of a Curiofity to fee it : And ordered feveral Perfons that could not fwim to be 
cafl into it from above, with their Hands tied behind them; and they all came up 
again, as if thev had been raifed by a Puff of Wind, and fo floated on the Surface pf 
the Water. There is a wonderful Secret in this Lake j which is, that it changes Co- 
lour thrice a Day, according to the various Refraftiqns of the Light of the Sun-beams 
upon it : There are alfo to be feen in feveral Parts of it, up and down adiift, large 
NoMB. 16. I i Lumps 
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Lumps of a dark bituminous Matter, not much unlike the Bodies of Bulls without 
Heads. The People of the Country fi(h them up into their Boats 5 but the Subdance 
of them is fo vifcous, and one Part fo glewed to another^ that there is no getting the 
VefTel off again but by diffolving the Lumps, and feperating that Part without the 
Boat from the other within; which Diflblulion is to be wrought by the Means of 
Urine and the Menftrua of a Woman. This Bituminous Matter ferves both for Ship- 
ping and for Medicines ; for it ftops Leaks, and cures many DifeaAss. The Length 
of this Lake is five hundred and eighty Furlongs; the Breadth of it a hundred and 
fifty, and it runs out as far as Zoar in Arabia. 

It borders upon the Land of Sodom; a Country once famous both for the Wealth 
of the Inhabitants, and for the Fruitfulnefs of the Soil. But at prefent it lies totally 
dcfolate: having been deflroyeJ by a Judgement of Fire from Heaven for the Wicked- 
nefs of the People. There are yet to be (een there, f mc- Remains of the Ruins of 
five abominable Cities that perifhed in that Conflagration : And there are mock Fruits 
to be fecn, to this Day, fpringing out of the Afhcs ; fair and lovely to the Eye, but 
refolving into Smoak and Alhes upon the Touch. So that we have not only Tradi« 
tion, but ocular Teftimony alfo for the Credit of this Hiftory. 



CHAP. VI. 

Vcfpafian invefls Jerufalem, Gerafa taken by /IJJault^ and lurnt. The 
News of ^txos Death. TheEndofN^ro, Galba, Otho, and Vitcllius. 
VcfpaCian Ju^nds his Dejign upon Jerufalem. j^ll things are put to a 
Stand. 

VESPASIAN being refolved to inveft Jerufalem on every Side, raifed two 
Forts at Jericho and Adida; putting into each of them Garrifons both of Aux- 
iliaries and Romans. The General then fent Lucius Annius with a Body of Horfe and 
Foot to Gerafa ; which he took by Storm upon the firfl Attack, I^ put a thoufand 
young Men to the Sword, whom he intercepted in their Flight; carrying away whole 
Families Prifoners, and giving the Soldiers the Pilfage : And this being done, he 
fct fire to the Place, and fo went forward. The Rich fled; thofc that could not 
get away, were cut to Pieces ; and whatever thfty took they burnt; nothing, in fhort, 
cfcaped them; neither Mountains nor Valleys; Places, or People; but all fufiered in 
the Outrages of the War. As for thofe that were (hut up in Jerufalem, there was 
no ftirring out: The Zelotcs keeping fo ftrift a Watch upon thofe that were Friends 
to the Romans; and the Town being fo befet by the Enemy» that the Zclotes Party 
durft nor venture, for fear of falling into their Hands. 

When Vefpafian was now returned to Cacfarea, and preparing to advance with his whole 
Army againft Jerufalem, News was brought him of the Death of Neroi who had now 

reigned 
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reigned thirteen Years and eight Days. It is not my Bufinefs to arraign his Memory for 
the Diftionour he put upon the Government, in fuffcring himfelf to be impofcd upon* 
and led like a Child by Nymphidius and Tigillinus; two of the moft fcandalous Varlets 
that he had about him: How he was betrayed by thefe infamous Wretches; abandoned 
by his Senators and Guards, and being forced to fly for Safety into the Suburbs, only 
with four of his Freemen (all that flood by him) : How he there laid violent Hands upon 
himfelf, and what became of thofe in the Concluiion that bcought him to his End : What 
was the IfTue of the War with the Gauls ; Galba's being declared Emperor; and after- 
wards upon his coming out of Spain to Rome, his being calumniated by the Soldiery for 
a Man of a mean Spirit, and by them (lain in the Middle of the great Market-Place : 
How Otho was then created Emperor, and then marched with his Army againd Vitelliu8« 
This is all little or nothing to my Purpofe : Neither is it worth my while to enlarge upon 
the Troubles of Vitellius ; the Combat before the Capitol ; or how Antonius Primus^ 
and Macianus, after they had (lain Vitellius, defeated the German Troops and put an 
End to the civil War. 1 am the lefs particular upon thefe Points, in regard that fcveral ' 
famous Hiflorians, both Latin and Greek, have already done that Work fo accurately to 
my Hand : So that I (hall content myfelf with thefe (hort Touches, provided only that I 
do not break the Order, and difcontinue the Thread of my Hiftory. 

Vefpafian, upon this Intelligence, put a Stop at firft to his Expedition againft Jeru&- 
lem ; till he might know what became of the Government after the Death of Nero ; 
and finding the Succeflion fettled upon Galba, he did not think it prudential to adt in an 
Affair of that Quality without Orders. So that he fent his Son Titus immediately away 
to Galba, both to congratulate his Accellion to the Government, and to receive his In« 
ftrudtions and Commands, what Meafures to take. King Agrippa would needs put him* 
felf aboard with Titus upon the fame Errand ; fo that they embarked together. But a$ 
they were upon their PafTage near Achaia, they were given to under(bind that Galba was 
(lain, after a Government of feven Months and feven Days : Otho fucceeding him, who 
governed three Months. This Alteratjpn did not hinder Agrippa from profecuting his 
Journey to Rome : But Titus, by a divine Impulfe, failed fronx Achaia into Syria, and 
from thence very fealonably got back to Caefarea to his Father. 

The Surprife of this extraordinary Revolution put all Things to fuch a Stand ; that the 
very Empire itfclf daggered at it. There was no more Talk now of the Jewifh War; 
nor was it a Time to think of enlarging the Empire, when they were ready to tear all to 
-Pieces at home. 



CHAP. VII. 

A new Tf^ar in Jerulalcm. Simon encounters Ananus. He is worfted, and 
flies to Maflada. Simon begins with Idumaea upon the Death of Ananus. 
An obfiinate Fight betwixt him and the Zdoces. Eleazar fiimmons Hcro- 
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dion, and the Garrifon receives him. He is difcovered, and makes himfelf 
away. James of Idumxafal/e under the Countenance of a Spy. Iduma^a 
V taken without a Stroke, Chcbron furprifed. Idumaea laid wafte- Si- 
monV JVife taken Trijbner. He breaks out into a Rage upon it; and 
they fend him his Wife again. 

UPON this Revolution there brake out a new War in Jerufalem. There was one 
Simon the Son of Giokas; a Gerafene born, and in the Prime of his Age, though 
not fo dextrous and artificial as John; who was now in Pofleflion of the City: But 
younger, ftrongcr, and much the hardier of the two. He was fo dangerous a Perfon, 
that Ananus the High Pneft drove him out of his Government in the Toparchy of Ac- 
rabatena, and made him fly to the Thieves in Maflada for Refuge. They were fo fuf- 
picious of him at firft, that they would not trull him any further than the firft Floor 
of the Fortrefs, among the Women he brought along with him; while the reft 
of the People kept above. But upon farther Acquaintance, and finding how fit 
he was for their Turn, they had a better Opinion of him ; and who but Simon to 
command Parties upon Adventure, and join the reft of the Troops in pillaging and 
depopulating the Territory of Maflada ? He did all he could to put greater 
Things in their Heads too; but nothing kfs than Sovereignty would Icrvc his 
Turn; though to no Purpofe, till the News was brought him of the Death oi Ananus. 
And immediately, upon the Removal of that Obftacle, he took his Courfc into the Woods> 
and iflaed out Proclamations of Liberty to all Slaves, and Rewards to all Freemen, that 
would lift themfelves in his Party. This brought over to him a great many diforderly 
and licentious People ; and with that Rabble he facked and deftroyed the Villages upon 
the Hills, augmenting his Numbers daily, till in the End he marched down diredly to 
the Plains, and kept the Cities in Awe wherever he paflTcd. So that Simon was no lon- 
ger a Captain of Thieves and Slaves: But a great many Men of Power and Quality^ 
upon the Reputation of his Valour and Succefl!cs, were come over into bis Intereft; 
and the Generality of the better Sort of the People made their Applications to him with 
the Refpedt and Reverence of Subjedls to their Prince. He made feveral Excurfions 
into the Toparchy of Acrabatena and the greater Idumaea ; where he made Choice of 
Nain, (a Town that he himfelf had walled in and fortified) for his Retreat. In the 
Valley of Pharan he found many Caverns fitted to his Hand ; and others that he enlarge- 
cd, for Granaries, Stores, Magazines, and Places of Stowage, in (hort for what he 
got by Pillage and Booty. By this Provifion of Men and NecefTaries, every body gave 
it for granted that this main Defign was upon Jerufalem. The Zelotes were of the 
fame Opinion too ; and finding it dangerous to let him go on ftrengthening himfelf every 
Day more and more, they made, one bold Pufh of it to try how they might prevent him 
in the Progrefs of his Ambition, before it was too late.. Upon this, they advanced in a 
full Body to charge him in the Head of his Troops; who encountered them with great 
Courage; made a confiderable Slaughter among them, and put the reft to the Rout, 

Now 
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Now Simon did not think himfelf ftrong enough yet to meddle with Jerufalem ; but 
chofe rather to begin with the Conqueft of Idixmxz, and fo marched away prefently, 
twenty thoufand ftrong, toward the Borders. Upon this Appearance, the Heads of the 
Idumaeans quickly got an Army together of near twenty-five thoufand choice Men ; leav- 
ing alfo a competent Number to fecure the Country againft the Excurfions of the Cut- 
Throats in MaiTada. The Idumaeans waited for Simon upon the" Borders ; where upon 
his Advance, the two Bodies engaged, and the Battle lafled from Morning till Ni^ht ; 
upon Terms io equal, that no Body could fay which of the two had the better or the 
worfe. But they had both enough of it; for Simon drew off quietly to Nain, and the 
Idumaeans returned to their own Home. 

It was not long after this that Simon took die Field again, with the Reinforcement of 
a much ilronger Army; and encamping near tiie Village of Thecue, he lent Eleazar, one 
of his Companions, with a Summons to the feovernor of Herodion, requiring him to 
deliver the Caftle into his Hands. The Officers received him at firll with all ihe Nice- 
ties of military Honour and Refpedt ; but upon coming to underftand his Commiffion, 
they all drew upon him in that very Inflant : And Eleazar finding it impuflible to make 
an Eicape, leaped down the Precipice from the Wall, where he was da(hcd to Pieces 

I he Idumaeans were poflcfilcd with fuch an Apprehenfion of Simon's Stomach and Power, 
that they had no mind to grapple with him; till they might fifft be perfedlly well informed 
in the State and Strength of his Army. James, one of their Commanders, very readily, 
and of his own Accord, (but with Treachery in his Heart) took upon himfelf the Office 
of an Informer. ITpon this Commiffion he went away from Olurus, (where the Idumasan 
Army lay at that Time incamped) and fo to Simon. After fome Difcourfe upon the Bu- 
iinefs, he entered into a folemn Contract with Simon to deliver up his Country into his 
Hands, upon Condition to be treated after the Performance of it, as his firft Minifter and 
Favourite ; and undertaking in the next Place, to make all Idumaca for him. When Si- 
mon had fufficiently fweetened this treacherous Inftrument with a fplendid treat, fair 
Words, and large Promifcs, he went his Way back again to his own People : Where he 
made Simon twenty Times more oonfiderable than in Truth he was; for Strength, Con- 
dudt. Number, Order, every Thing : Which by little and little, made fuch an Impref- 
i^fion, not only upon the ignorant Multitude, but upon the Officers themfelves too, that 
; "rthey were all prevailed upon not to difpute the Matter any further by Arms ; but rather to 
i J^ all at Simon's Feet, for fear of worfe Confequences : James fending awayMeiTcngers 
"to Simon, at the fame time, to come away immediately, and not to lofc fo fair an Op* 
portunity, for he would be anfweraole for it that Idumasa (hould be his own without 
Blood: Which he made good accordingly* Upon the Approach of the Army, James 
wits the firft Man that took Horfe ; and away he fpurred as in a Fright, with the reft of 
the Fadtion at his Heels. This ftruck fuch a Terror into the Hearts of the People, that 
they ran their feveral Ways; and fo difperfed upon it, that the whole Army wasdiffolvcd 
without fo much as one Stroke. 

Simon being now pofTefled of Idumaea without Blood, which was little lefs than a Mi- 
racle; furprifcd the Town of Chebron, with Corn in it and other Booty to a prodigious 
Value. This City is of great Antiquity, and not only the cldeft of the Province; bur, 

if 
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if we may believe the Natives, ancienter than even the Egyptian Memphis itfelf ; being 
computed to be of 2300 Years (landing. They have a Tradition that Abraham, the ori- 
ginal Father of the Jews, took up his Habitation there upon his leaving Mefopotamia; 
and that his Pofterity removed from thence intoiEgypt: Where there are Monuments to 
be fcen at this Day, with Marble Infcriptions curioufly wrought, in Confirmation of what 
I deliver. There is Iikewife to be feen, within fix Furlongs of the Place, a Wonderful 
Turpentine-Tree; which, according to the Tradition of the Pkce, was created with the 
World itfelf, and is yet found and firm. 

From this Place Simon made his Inroads quite through Idumsa, with aTrsun of forty 
thoufand Men at his Heels befide his Men of Arms ; deftroying and depopulating, not 
only Towns and Villages, but whole Territories and Countries wherever he came. The 
marching of his Army was the lame thing to the People, that a Flight of Locufts are to 
a Wood : Not a Leaf or a Spire of Grafs* nor any thing more than a Defert, that they left 
behind them. It was a thing utterly impoflible to find Proviiions for io many Mouths; 
and then the natural Fiercenefs of Simon, and the malicious Animofity of his Rage againft 
the Idum^eans, was flill a farther Aggravation of the pinching Neceflity. In fine, what 
with burning, demoli(hing, devouring the Fruits of the Earth, or trampling them to 
Dirt, Simon's Troops did not leave fo much, even in a fruitful well-cultivated CoQntiy, 
as the leaft Sign or Memorial of what it had been formerly. 

The Inhumanity of this Proceeding iluck in the Stomachs of the Zelotes, though 
they durft not bring it to an open War; but contented thcmfelves with what they got 
now and then upon the Sn^p, by Surprife ; and it was their Fortune at laft to make 
a confiderable Purchafe, as they accounted it : For they took Simon's Wife Prifoner« 
and feveral of his Domeflics, and carried her away to Jerufalem, with as much Joy 
and Triumph, as if it had been the Hufband himfelf ; making no Doubt, but Simon 
would now lay down his Arms and compound for his Wife. But this Violwce upon 
the Women wrought, it feems, a quite contrary Effcdt upon the Huibaod ^ and in- 
flead of moving him to Tendernefs and Compallion, tranfported him into the furioas 
Extravagancies of a Mad-man. 

He went immediately to the Gates of Jerufalem : and there, like a wild Beaft that is ^ 
wounded, and cannot come at the Man that did it, he difcharged hia outrageous Chokri 
upon whatever came in his Way. Men, Women, and Children, that only went out 
of the Town for Sticks and Herbs, he caufed to be taken up and whipped to Deatfaf 
young and old without Diftinftion : Only he was fo merciful as not to eat their Flefli 
when he had klikd them. He cut off the Hands of a great many of them, for a Ter- 
ror to his Enemies, as well as to fright the People from their Party, and ftnt them tt> 
the Town fo maimed with thcie Words in their Mouths : " That Simon fwoK by the 
" great God, who governs the Univerfe, if they did not immediately fend him ms Witc 
«* again, he would force their Walls, and put every Creature in the Town to the fame 
*' Extremity; whether they were young or old, guilty or innocent." The Dread of 
thefe Menaces did not only work upon the Multitude, but upon the Zelotes themielvet, 
Infomuch that they returned him his Wife upon it ; and fo far pacified Jiis Wrath, as 
to obtain fome fort of Refpite to his daily Cruelties. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The Roman Empire fallen to Tieces within itfclf. Two Battles hetwixt Otho 
and Vitellius: Ot\\o gets the better of it the fir fl Day^ and Vitellius the 
next. GdiVodiftabs himfelf Ytfy^iiidiii propojes to over-run Judcea. Ce- 
rcalis takes Capharis ; and lays Chebron in Afi^es. Inhere wants iiothing 
now hut Jerufalem, to put an End to the War. 

IT was not Judsa alone that was harafTcd with the Sedition of a civil War; but the 
ftabborn Humour was gotten into Italy too; Galba flain in the very Heart of Rome 
itfclf; Otho declared his Succcflbr; and then up ftarts Vitellius ; who being cledted 
Emperor by the German l-cgions, difputes his^Title with him. They had two Battles 
for it near Bebriacum in Li)mbardy. Otho htd the better of it the firft Day ; and V i-i 
tellius carried it the next, under the Command of his two Generals, Valens and Ca3«* 
cinna. * There was a great Slaughter : And Galba, who was then at Brixellum, upon 
the News of this Defeat, ftabbcd himfelf with a Dagger ; after a Reign of three Months 
and two Days. Upon this Change, Otho's Soldiers went over to the Party of Vitel- 
lius ; who prefcntly marched away with his Army to Rome. 

Vefpafian, in thv^^ mean time, removed from Csefarea on die fifth of the Month Decius, 

in a Ptofpe^k of making a thorough Conqueft of Judsa, h^. rtt^'^fring the Remainder of it 

that y^t ftood out : He began among the Mountains, atidjrilfede himfelf Mafter of the 

Toparchies of Gophnis and Arcabatena ; poiTefling himlw afterwards of the Cities of 

^Bethel and Ephraim ; where he fettled Garrifons. His next Remove was toward Jeru- 

*^falem ; where he took and killed a World of Jews by the Way. 

CerealiSy in the mean time, one of the principal Officers, with a Body of Horfe 
and Foot^ over-ran the Uper-Idumasa; took and burnt the Caftle Caphetra by the Way; 
laid fiege to Capharis, a ftrong walled Town ; and they were in hopes it would have made 
a good Defence; but beyond all E^edlation, the Townfmen opened their Gates ; threw 
themfelves at their Feet» and fo gave it up. Having thus carried every thing before him» 
he went to Chebron; the ancient Town upon the Mountains, formerly fpoken of; not 
£ir from Jerufalem : Which he attacked, and carried it at the firft AfTault. He put alt 
the People in it to the Sword ; facked and burnt the City. There were yet three Caftle» 
in the PofTeflion of the Fadlion ; Herodion, MafTada, and Machaerus : And Vefpaiian 
wanted nothing after this to put a final End to this terrible War, but the taking of 
Jerafalem. 



C H A P. IX. 

Simon a worfe Enemy within the Town than the Romans without: And the 
Zeloces worft of all. Ibe horrid Brutalities of the Zelotes. The Idii- 

ina:ans 
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ma:ans revolt and feat ter the Zclotcs: Tur/tfing them to the Talace^ and 
fo to the Temple. John caft off; and Simon invited into the Government: 
MlKre he is welcomed with Shouts and Acclamations. An Affault upon 
the Temple. 

WHEN Simon had got his Wife again from the Zelotcs, he wreaked the Bitter- 
nefs of his Malice upon the Remainder of the Idumsans; and perfecuted them 
fo bloodily, with barafTing and hunting them up and down/ that divers of them in a 
Dcfperation fled to Jerufalem for Sandtuary : Simon purfuing them to the very Foot of 
the Wall, and killing all Comers and Goers that came within his Reach. So that Si- 
mon without the Town was a worfe Enemy than the Romans; and the Zelotes withio, 
worfe than both. But the Galileans all this while taught them their LefTon, and im- 
profed them in all the Arts of Wickednefc, by Inftrudlion, Encouragement and Exam- 
ple. Now John being their Creature, thought it but reafonablc to employ the Power 
they had procured him to the Satisfaction of his Patrons ; and fo left them at Liberty 
to live without Controul according to their Lufts. In the Matter of Rapine and Pil- 
lage, their Avarice was infatiable. They made no more of taking away the Lives of 
Men, and the Honour of Women, than of a common Frolic or Diverfion: And when 
they had fated themfelves with Blood and Oppreflion, they went on wallowing in the 
Brutality of their carnal .:^ppe|ites : Powdering and curling their Hair; dilguifed in the 
Drefs and Habit of WomeBfe [:^inting and fctting themfelves oiF with Dawbs and wa(hes. 
Nor did they imitate Womq^ enly in their Clothes and Ornaments, but in their Impu- 
dence alfo; for they converfed with no more Reftraint in the Face of the Sun, than they 
would have done in common Stews: Prefling and pradtifing unnatural Lufts^ and pol- 
luting the whole City with Impurities not to be named, or fo much as thought of. 
But all this while, with the Faces and Impudence of Women, they had tlip Hearts 
and Hands of Cut- Throats: And how eflFcminate and mincing loever thqy were in their 
Gate and Motions, they had yet their martial Weapons about them^ and their 
Swords out in a Trice, upon any bidden Occafion, to kill the next Man they met. 
He that efcaped John, fell into the Hands of Simon, the bloodier Monfter of the 
two : And he that got clear of the domeftic Tyrant, was deftroyed by the other 
before the Town : Beiides that all the Paifages were fo blocked up, that there was no 
coming off for thofe that had a mind to go over to the Romans. 

Betwixt the Envy of John's Power and the Detcftation of his barbarous Cruelties^ 
the Eyes of the Iduma^ans were by this Time opened ; for they brake out into a 
dircd: Revolt, and made Head againft him. It came to a Battle, and a great many of 
the Zelotes were flain upon the Spot ; the reft fled into the Palace Royal, which was 
originally eredted by one Grapie, a Kinfwomen of Izates the King of the Adiabenians. 
The Idumaeans puflied in along with them ; and fo beating the Zclotcs into the Tem- 
ple, they made themfelves Maiters of the whole Mafs of John's Treafure for a Boo- 
ty ; which was there depofitcd under the Roof of his own Habitation. The Zelotes 
up and down the Town gathered together, upon this, to j.oin thofe of their Compa- 
nions 
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nions that were got into the Temple; and John immediately put himfelf in a Pofturc 
for a Sally upon the Idumaeans and the Citizens: Not that they had any Apprehenfion * 
of their Number, for they were too many for thcm^ but for fear of their flipping out 
of the City by Night, and at the fame Time cutting of Throats and fetting fire to it. 
Upon this Occafion they called a Council, and deliberated with the High-Pricft what 
Meafures they were to take. But it pleafed God to infatuate their Policies, by giving 
them over to a Rcmedf|(rorfe than the Difeafe; fo they rcfolved among themfelves to 
caft off John, and fct iip Simon in his Stead: And in fo doing, they did but clear 
themfelves of one Tyrant, and lay themfelves at the Feet of another. But the Vote 
pafTed however, and Mattliias the High-Pricft was fent to invite Simon into the Town 
for their Governor, whom they had been fo often in dread of. There were divers 
others alfo, that had been forced out of Jerufalem by the Zelotes, and would gladly 
have been at home again, that joined with Matthias in the fame Requeft. Simon gave 
them a magifterial Anfwer that their Petition was granted, and fo entered the City in 
Quality of their Prcferver; the People receiving him alfo with Acclamations in the 
fame Stile and Charadter. This happened in the third Month that they call Xanthius. 
Simon had no fooner entered Jerufalem with his Troops, but his Head was prefently 
at work how to fettle himfelf; for he looked upon thofe that called him in, and thofe 
againft whom he was called, to be equally his Enemies. ^^ 

When John found himfelf cooped up in the Temple with the reft of**the Zelotes, 
and that Simon and his Companions had made a thorough Rifle of the City, he gave 
himfelf for loft. The latter, in the mean Time, led on the common People to an 
Affault upon the Temple; but the Befiegers were fo galled with Stones, Darts and Ar- 
rows from the Galleries and Battlements over-head, that they were driven back with 
great Lofs; feveral killed, others carried off wounded, and upon the whole a general 
Difappointment; the Zelotes having got the advantage of Ground, where there was no 
coming at tbcm : Befidc four ftrong large Towers of their own credling to annoy the 
Enemy frJkn above: One to the Eaftward; another to the North; a third upon a GaU 
lery at the Corner over againft the lower Town, and a fourth upon the Top of what 
they call the Paftophoria; a Plac» where formerly- the Prieft ftood to make Proclama^ 
tion by Sound of Trumpet when the Sabbath began, and when it ended: And fo to 
the People, in like Manner, when they were to work, and when to keep Holiday. In 
thefc Turrets they had difpofed of thcfr Archers, Slingers and Engineers with Ar- 
rows, Stones and all their military Provifions about them. Simon and his Men were 
not a little furprized at this obftinate Refiftance of the Zelotes; but depending upon 
their Niunbers, they prcffed forward ftilli though with the Lofs of a great many 
Men from the Zelotes Slings and Machines. 
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C H A P. X. 

A civil War in Rome; and Vitellius in the Head of a vaft Army there. 
The News of Virdlius being chofen Emperor goes to the Heart of Vefpa- 
fian. An InveBive againft Vitellius and his Tarty, to the Honour of 
Vefpafian and Titus. The Soldiers are bent upoft a\Change , and VdP 
pafian takes the yirmy into his Care. 

IN the very Heat of thefc Broils in Jerufalem, there brake out a wocfc Mifchief in 
Rome iifclf: That is to fay, a civil War. Vitellius was now come out of Ger- 
many, and fo prodigious a Mnltitude of foreign Troops along with him; that for 
Want of Ro(^m in the Lodgments that were alfigned them, they were fain to take up 
in private Houfes, and to turn the whole City into one general Quarter. The fpark* 
ling of th^ Romans Gold and Silver was fuch an Eye-fore to Strangers, that virere not 
ufed to thofe Sights, that they could hardly keep their Fingers oflT, either from taking 
Things by Force, or killing thofe that hindered them. This was the Condition of 
Italy at that Time. 

Upon Vcfpafian's Return to Caefarca, after laying Waftc all about Jerufalem, the 
News was brought him of ftrange Tumults in Rome; and that Vitellius was declared 
Emperor. Now though Vefpafian was a Man of Order, and knew as well how to 
obey as to command, it went fore againft nis Stomach yet, to think of owning that 
Man for his Mafter, that came to the Empire as to a Prey, rather than to a Dignity* 
This wonderful Turn was fo great a Mortification and Diftradtion to him, that he 
could not fo much as think of any foreign Wars, at a Time when his Country lay 
labouring under fuch miferable Circumftances at home. But as his Indignation fpur-* 
red him on to a Revenge on the one Hand; fo the Difficulties of fo longn^ Journey in- 
order to the Execution of it (cfpecially in Wmter too) put a Check to li^^ <>n the 
other: For many ftrange Things might fall out, fer aught he knew, befois#|^he could 
reach Italy. Thefe, and fuch Thoughts as thefe, bfought him by Degree^to himfelf 
again. White this was in Agitacion, the Officers and Soldiers drew into Clubs and 
Cabals, in Partiel; and fo diicourfing freely upon Matters of State and GuvernmcBt, 
" they bolted out their Opinions for another Change; roaring out of all Meafure 
*« againft the German Soldiers: A Company of diiTolute effeminate Wretches^ (^^^ 
«« cried!) that would not ftand fo much as the Noife of a War. Thefe arc preltjr 
" Fellows indeed, they faid, to diipofe of Empires; or, in Truth, rather toTcU them 
" to the faireft Bidder. Can they ever think that we, after the FatigiMs of fo 

** much Duty and hard Labour, till we are grown old under Arms; that we will 

•* ever fubmit to an Emperor of their chufing, when we have fo much a worthier 
<* Prince of our own? Over and above, that if we lofe this Opportunity of expref- 
•* fing our Gratitude for the generous Obligations Vefpafian hath laid upon us, it \% 
*' Odds we ftiall never have the Fellow of it again. Befide that Vefpafian is in him- 
«« felf as much fuperior to Vitellius, with refpedt to the Charafter of an Emperor, as 

" wc 
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wc ourfelvcB arc to thofc tbat made him one. Have not we run as many Rifqucs, 
and borne as great a Part in the War, as the German Legion that brought this Ulbr- 
per into the capital City? Arc not we as well flailed in the Art and Difcipline of 
War as they? Now for Vefpafian, there can be no Difpute or Competition ; for the 
Senate and the People of Rome are all for him, and will never endure the licentious 
Debauches of Vitellius to be put in the Balance againft the Modefty and Tempe- 
rance of Vefpafian; which would be the exchanging of a gracious Prince for a mer- 
cilefs Tyrant. Nor is it to be expedted that the Son Titus, though a Prince of 
extraordinary Virtue, ihould be chofen in Preference to his Father. But let it fuf- 
fice, that it is the Honour and Juftice of a Prince that eftablifhcs the Peace of the 
Throne. Now if either Maturity of Experience, or Vigour of Youth, may inti- 
tle a Prince to the Choice, you have the one in Vefpafian, and the other in Titus; 
and all the Advantages that attend Wifdom, Force, and Refolution. It is further 
to be confidered, that in eledtingthe admirable Father of this incomparable Son, the 
three imperial Legions and Auxiliaries will be enforced with the Power of the Eaft; 
that Part of Europe that lies out of the Reach of Vitellius; and all the Intereft 
that Vefpafian's Friends, his Brother, and his other Son can make in Italy: The 
one being Prasfedt of Rome, a Charge of great Influence and Credit, efpecially at 
the Beginning of a Reign; and the other fo popular, that, which Way foever he 
went, the Flower of the Nobility would be fure to fide with him. But now, after 
all (they cried) What if the Senate itfelf (hould put up Vefpafian for Emperor, 
and take the Glory and the Merit of the Adlion out of our Hands; while we ftand 
upon Forms and Niceties to no Manner of Purpofe : Should not we be finely de- 
ceived then ? We, that of all Men living, have the greateft Obligation to him." 
This was the Soldiers Talk among themfelves, at firft only in Knots and Corners : 
But their Confidence increafing with their Numbers, they came unanimouflly to the 
Point ; and one and all cried up Vefpafian, Emperor ; begging him, at the fame Time, 
to take the tottering Empire into his Proteftion. This great Man had been a long 
time tlie Supporter of the Empirc|fcbut for the Stile of Emperor, he abfolutely refufcd 
it (though in that vtfry Refufal,hc deferved it) declaring that he had much rather fpend 
the Remainder of his Days in the Freedom of a private Life, than among the Snares 
and Difficulties of a more illuftrious Station. The more Vefpafian rfood oflF, the more 
the Officers prefled him : Till at length, upon his obft:inate Denial, they came all up 
to him with their Swords drawn, and threatened to kill him, unlefs he would fubmit 
to accept of the Honour that he deferved. He held oflF a long time; bat, in the End, 
when he faw they would not be denied, he yielded to the Importunity. 



CHAP. XL 

Mucianus prejfes Vefpafian to march againft Vitellius ; hut Vefpafian is 
rather for Alexandria. * Of iEgypc and the Situation of it. Alexandria 
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a dangerom Tort. The Totver of Pharos* Tiberius Alexander a true 

Friend to Vefpafian. 

VESPASIAN was no fooncr advanced to the Empire^ but Mucianus and the reft 
of the Officers that inviccd him to the Government, with the whole Army, 
called out with one Voice to march againft Vitellius ; but Vefpafian was rather of Opi- 
nion for beginning with Alexandria; iEgypt being one of the mofl: necefTary and con- 
fidcrable Branches of the Empire, in refpedl of the vaft Quantities of Corn it pro- 
duces : Infomuch, that if he could but make hinofelf Mafter of that Country, he was 
in hope that Rome itfelf would rather turn out Vitellius, than run the Hazard, if they 
ftood it out, of ftarving for his Sake j as of Neceffity they muft, without Relief from 
iEgypt. He deiired alfo an Enforcement of two Legions that lay at Alexandria to 
join him. 

He propounded alfo the making of the Province a fecure Place of Retreat in the worft 
of Fortunes. There is hardly any coming at it by Land, and no Ports to the Sea. It is 
bounded on the Weft with the parching Land of Lybia : On the South, Syenc divides 
it from Ethiopia and the unpaflaMe Catarafts of the River Nile : On the Eaft, the 
Rcd-fea fervcs it for a Rampart as far as the City Coptos ; and on the North, it ftret- 
chcs out as far as Syria, and that which they call the iEgyptian-fea, and the Coaft 
quite through wholly deftitute of Ports : So that Nature had provided for the Secu-^ 
rity of iEgypt in the very Situation of it. From Pelufium to Sycne they reckon two^ 
thoufand Stadia ; and three thoufand fix hundred by Sea, from Plinthine to Pelufiumv 
The Nile is navigable as far as Elephantine ; but, as I faid before, there is no paffing 
further for the Cataradls. 

Alexandria, let the Weather be never fo fair, is a nice and d-angerous Port f the En- 
trance very narrow, and the Rocks fo fcattered up and down in fhallow Water, that 
he muft be a very exadt Guide that knows all the Turnings. On the left H^arvd it is 
encompaflcd with a Dike, like an Arm about it; on the Rie;ht, lies the Ide of Pharos ^ 
which hath been fb celebrated for a famous Sea-Mprk. The Light of it is fecn three 
hundred Furlongs off at Sea, and ferves for a Direftion to Mariners what Courfe they 
are to tteer. About this Ifland there are mighty Defences of Itrong Keys and thick 
Walls to break the Violence of the Waves that beat upon that Quarter, and the Rage 
of the Billows dafliing one upon another makes the Paflage yet more hazardous. But 
after all thefe Difficulties in the Way, there is not a fafcr Port in Nature, when you 
are once over the Bar. The Length of it is thirty Furlongs, and it is furni(hed with 
Conveniences of Storehoufes for all Manaer of Goods, to be either impocted or 
cxp-:)rted. v 

Vefpafian was muclv in the Right when he pitched upon Alexandritr, inr order fo the 
Eftablifhment of the Empire : And upon that Occafion, he gave the Governor Tiberius 
Alexandria to underftand, that being prevailed upon by the Importunity of the Soldiers 
to take Charge of the Government, he could not do better tlxan to dciire the Favour-of 
bis Affiftance and Advice in the Admitiiftration, Alexander had no. fooner read the 
Letter, but with all Franknefs and Alacrity^ he gave tlie Legions and the People the 

Oath 
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Oath of Fidelity to Vefpafian ; who took it with the greateft Inftances of Joy and Af- 
fcdlion imaginable : Being abundantly fatisfied before-hand in the certain Knowledge 
and Experience of his Honour and Virtue, Alexander, in the mean time, made a jull 
and a generous Ufc of the Power that was given him for the Service of the Public, 
and applied himfelf in the firft Place to provide Neccflarics for the Reception of the 
Dew Prince. 



CHAP. XII. 

Vefpafian s Advancement pleafes allTeople. He afcribes all his Succejfes to 
Trovidence. Several Trefages of his future Greatnefs. Jofeph treat eth 
Vefpafian in the Style of Emperor, even while Nero -was yet livings 
and himjelf a Trifiner ; for v)hich Vefpafian gives him his Liberty with 
Honours and Rewards. 

THE News flew like Lightning every where, up and down the Eafl:, of Vefpa* 
lian*s being advanced to the Empire; and it was fo welcome wherever it came, 
that all the Cities made Holiday upon the Arrival of it, with Vows and Sacrifices for 
Vefpafian's happy Reign. 

The Legions that were quartered in Maefia and Pannonia, and were lately up in Arms 
againft ViiclHus, for his tyrannical Infolence, took the Oath to Vefpafian with all the 
*Chearfulnefs in the World. 

Upon Vefpafian's Return from Csefarea to Berytus, there were feveral Ambafladors 
from Syria, and other Provinces, that met him upon the V/ay, with Garlands and gra- 
tulatory AddrefTes in the Name of the Cities and People : Mucianus, the Governor of 
Syria among the reft, with Aflurances of the Faith and good AfFcdlion of all in general, 
cxprefled by Oaths and otherwife. It the Pcrfon and Authority of Vefpafian. 

Now Vefpafian being fo fortunate in all his Undertakings, that whatever he did, fuc- 
ceeded to his Wifh; began to bethink himfclf, that fuch a Concurrence of feeming 
Accidents making for him, looked liker a providential Difpofition of Things in the 
Order of Caufes and Effcdts than the Work of Chance; and that it was the Hand of 
God, not Fortune, that raifed him up to the Enterprize. It came then into his Head 
what ftrange prophetical Hints and Touches he had obferved in the Courfe of his Life; 
and all pointing to the fame End ; as a Paflagc particularly of Jofeph's, who had the 
Confidence, in the very Life of Nero, to give Vefpafian the Title of Emperor. This 
remarkable Pfediftion made fuch an ImprcflSon upon Vefpafian, (efpecially from a Per- 
fon that was yet his Prifoner) that calling Mucianus and feveral of his Friends and Of« 
ficers about him, he took Occafion to make Mention of the Bravery of Jofeph, ana 
how hard he had put them to it at the Siege of Jotapata; and fo from one Thin2*^tcj 
another till he came to his Pr^idtions ; which, fays Vefpafian, I took to be opiy In^ 
vcntions to keep himfelf in a whole Skin; rill Time and the Event of Things •hrvVnow 

made 
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made it evident that they were Infjpirations. And <* what a Shame is it for me now, 
•* fays Vefpafian, to treat the Minilter and the Mcffenger of God, that brought me the 
*« Tidings of my Preferment, at the fcandalous Rate ftill of a Prifoner ? 

He had no fooner paiTed this Refledtion, but Jofeph was immediately fent for, and 
fet at Liberty : From which generous Gratitude his Officers took their Meafures what 
they thcmfclves might expedt from fo gracious a Maftcr, that were his faithful Friends 
and Servants, Titus being then prefcnt, told his Father with Submiffion, that in bare- 
ly fetting Jofeph at Liberty, the Work was but half done; for his Chains ought to be 
broken as well as taken off, to pronounce him an Innocent, and to leave him as be 
found him, according to common Pradlice, when Men arc wrongfully imprifoned : 
For otherwife he is only difcharged of the Bondage, but the Diflionour flicks upon 
him ftill. Vefpaiian thought it but reafonable, and ordered his Chains immediately to 
be cut to Pieces with an Ax. So that Jofeph did not only get his Freedom, but the 
Reputation of a great Prophet alio tor what he had foretold ; and Credit enough to be 
farther believed in whatever he (hould fay for the future. 



CHAP. xin. 

Vefpafian takes Antioch /;; his IVay to Rome ; and fends Mucianus Tvifb a 
great Army into Italy. Cnscinna draivs VitelliusV Men over to Vefpa- 
fian ; and the Soldiers feize him as a Tray tor. A Fight hetivixt Anthony 
and the Vitellians ; the latter nvorfted, and fly toward Crcnxona, ivhere 
they are totally cut off. Ca^cinna difeharged ; and fent to Vefpafian ivith 
the News of the ViBory. Sabinus /(?/2^j the Capitol. A bloody Battle. 
Vitellius dragged through the Streets ft ark drunk ; andftahhed to Death 
in the City. The Teople declare every wbtre for Vefpafian. 

WHEN Vefpafian had given the Ambafladors their Anfwers, and fettled all his 
Governments in the Hands of fit and careful Officers, he changed his Mind, 
and went to Antioch ; and fo forward to Rome, rather than Alexandria, as he thought 
to have done ; the latter being fafe and quiet, and the other miferably embroiled by Vi- 
tellius, and ftanding in more Need of him of the two. So he fent Mucianus over Land 
into Italy, with an Army of Horfe and Foot, by the Way of Cappadocia and Phrygian 
for he durft not venture his Troops upon a Winter Sea. 

Among others there was Antonius Primus, the Governor of Maefia, with the third 
Legion that lay in that Province ; who defired nothing more than to come to an En- 
counter with Vitellius, And fo Vitellius, on the other hand, fent Caecinna in the Head 
of a ftrong Arnriy againft him. As he was upon his March for Rome, he met Anthony 
upon the Borders of Italy, not far from Cremona; where he ftopped to gaze upon the 
Numbers, the'Or^er and the Difcipline of the Enemj^, but durft not engage them. 

He 
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He was now at a (land what to do. Fight he durft not, and he could not run away 
with Honour : "50 that he chofe the Part of a Defcrtcr rather than of a Coward. He 
called his Centurions, Tribunes, and in jfhort, all his Officers together, and made Ufc 
of that Occalion to enter into a Defcant%pon Vefpafian and Vifellius, dill derogating 
from the one, and elevating the other; and with a Dcfign all this while to draw Vitel- 
lius's People over to Vefpafian. ** The former, he faid, had but the Name of an Em- 
" peror; the other, the Right and Authority, and the ttuc Stamp of an Imperial Cha- 
*' radtcr in his verfdhrfon, over and above the Odds ofni^efpafian's Choice of Men and 
" Numbers; to fai^^cgree, in fine, that«*there was no contending with him. And 



" if It be fo, ttjft hi^Ahy (hould not .we now do the fame Thing before-hand, by 
" Choice, tha^wc'jD^p be fo^ed to.-^'but the next Hour by Neceffity ? Not but that 
" Vefpafian is able tOj|ao his Bufinefs^^to all Manner of Purpofes, without your Jlelp; 
" Whereas ViteKiusIs noia|bli«to (laid upon his own Legs, or to protedl any Party 
" that adheres to him." Csfcuina plied his Argument fo far, till he gained his Point, 
and carried the Soldiers ofi^ko Anthony. But the next Night, Cacinna's Men, be- 
twixt Repentance for what'^cy had done, and for fear of Punifliment in Cafe Vitel- 
lius fhould get the better of it, came in a Rage, with their Swords drawn, up to Cae- 
cinna to kill him ; and they had certainly done it, if the Tribunes had not paflionately 
interpofed on his Behalf. So that they fpared his Life; but however ordered him to be 
kept in Chains, and fcnt away to Vitellius for a Traytor. So foon as this came to An- 
thony's Ear, he prcftntly commanded out a Party to fall upon them as Defer ters. They 
madesTihort Stand; but after the firft Shock, they gave Ground, and took their Flight 
toward Crcrmona But Anthony put in with his Horfc betwixt them and the Town ; 
and begirting them around, made a great Slaughter upon the Place, and gave the Sol- 
diers the Pillage of the Town. There periftied promifcuoufly in this Ravage, foreign 
Merchants and Townfmen in abundance; with the whole Army of Vitellius, to the 
Number of thirty thoufand and two hundred Pcrfons. There fell of Anthony's Men 
that he brought out of Mjefia, four thojfand five hundred ; who fetting Caecinna at 
Liberty, fent him away to Vefpafian with the News of the Vidtory ; where he was 
received with ^reat and unexpected Honours, to balance the Difgracc of being falfe 
to hi^ Mart r 

When Sabinus, Vefpafian's Brother, underftood that Anthony was upon his March 
toward Rome, it put new Life into him; fo that drawing together the City Guards 
that Night, he feized the Capitol: Great Numbers of Perfons of the firft Quality 
coming in to them the next Day; and among the reft, his Nephew Domitian, who 
had a great Hand in the Glory of that Adtion. ^^ 

Vitellius never troubled his Head about Anthony; but his main Spite was at Sabi- 
nus, and the reft that joined with him in the Revolt: And being naturally fanguinary 
and cruel; efpecial|y wHere there was noble Blood in the Caie, he lent a Body of his 
own Troops to attack the Capitol; and there -was great Bravery fficwcd betwixt them 
and thofe in the Temple; but in the find, the"' Germans, overpowering their Adverfa- 
rics with Numbers, gained the Hill. Domitian, and feveral Romans of the higheft. 
Quality efcaped in a Manner by Mir«^ but Sabirftis was carried to Vitellius, who 

ordered 
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ordered him immediately to be put to Death; and all the refl were cut to Piecss; the 
s^oldiers feissing the Plunder of the Temple^ and then fetting fire to it. 

Anthony came up the next Day with his Army, and the Vitellians gave him Bat* 
tie. They fought in three fcveral Parts of (be City, and were all flain. After this, 
came Vitellius out of his Palace wallowing, drunk and overcharged with a gluttonous 
Exccfs, (according to his Cuftom^) where he was taken up and dragged through the 
Streets] vilified with all Sorts of fcurrilous Outrages, and in the Conclufion, dabbed 
to Death in the Middle of thd^City. He had now reigned eig)|t-,Months and five 
Daysi and fuch was his Profufion, that if he had lived longer,/^hc Revenue of the 
Empire would not have anfwcred the Charge of his Debauches. •■ Thw reckon upon 
upward of fifty thoufand Men flain, over and above thofo alreadjfrinenti^ed: And this 
great Aftion happened upon the third Day of the Month Appellasus. 

MuAanus next Day entered Rome with his Army: And after fdme fort of Stop put 
to the mercilefs Rage of Anthony's Soldiers (who were ftill fearching in all Corners 
up and down for Vitellius's Men, whom they killed as faft u they found them, with- 
out fo much as examining whether they were guilty or -Kinocent) intimated to the 
People, that they (hould do well to chufe Domitian for their Governor, till his Father 
came up. But the People being now out of Danger, and nothing farther to fear, 
would not hear of any other Governor than Vefpafian; and fo, crying him up to the 
Skies with Acclamations, they made a double Feftival of it; one, for the filefCng of 
Vefpafian's coming to the Government; the other, for their Deliverance from the Ty- 
ranny of Vitellius. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Vcfpafiaif at Alexandria, and courted with Addrejfcs from all garters. 
He fends away his Son Titus towards Jerufalem. TicusV Marcb^ 

VESPASIAN, at his coming to Alexandria, was entertained with the whole 
Hiftory uf what had pafled at Rome; and plied with gratulatory Embaflies and 
Applications from all Quarters, to joy him of his Exaltation to the Empire. Alex- 
andria is looked upon as one of the largeft Cities in the World, next to Rome itfelf: 
And yet, upon this Occafion, it was too little for the Company. The Imperial State 
of Rome being now fettled and fecured, the People quiet and eafy, beyond all Expec- 
tation, and the Winter over, Vefpafian* began to bethink himfslf of looking toward 
the Remainder of Judsea, and to prepare for his Journey to Rome. When he had 
put every thing in Order in Alexandria, he fent away his Son Titus, with his beft 
Troops, upon an Expedition againft Jerufalem. He went as far as Nicopolis by Land 
(a Matter of twenty Furlongs from Ale^^ndria;) and then embarking his Troops upon 
long Boats, pafled down the Nile, along the Banks of the Mendcfian Canton, to the 
City of Thmuis; and went afliorc at Tanis. Jfrom thencx he went to Hcraclcopolis, 

and 
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and fo to Pclulium; where he (laid two Days to refrefh his Troops^ and then marched 
away crofs the Defart, and encamped by the Tdllple of Jupiter Cailius. The next 
Day he went to Oflracine; a Place fo^xtvertiSf^dry, that the Inhabitants have no 
Water at all but what they fetch fron^broad/ From thence to Rhinocorura^ where 
he ftaid a whilej and then to Raphia^ the firft City upon the Borders of Syria, and 
his fourth Stage: Gaza was the fifth; and he went from thence to Afcalon, and fo to 
Jamnia and Joppa: From Joppa to Casfarea, with a Refolution to ftrengthen himfelf 
with other additional Troops, 



w y^ /fx /fx /^ ^•n ^n ^n /^ ^PS ^^ Jm 

ya y^ yfi yti Tili W 9^ 

lfl( X 38C )ec x _ 



1 



.1. 
Numb. 17. . * LI ^ " FLAVIUS 





FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 



O F T H E 



WARS of the JEWS. 



BOOK VI. 



/) om the great Extremity tf^bich the Jews were reduced, to the taking of 
Jerufalem bj/ Titus j dfc'^jw^^ ihe Interval of about one Month, 



•^■> 



CHAP. I. 

Three Fa&iotu in Jerufalem. Eleazar began the Breach, hy fetting up Ae 
Zelotes againjl theTeople. John of Gi{ch3l2L puts in for himjelf. A 
Fight betwixt John ^//^ Eleazar. An Encounter betwixt John a»^/ Simon. 
The deplorable State of Jerufalem, that has neither Humanity left in it, 
nor Confcience. The March and Order of TitusV Army. 

rfP^^^^J?*^ HEN Titus had pafled the Defarts betwixt iEgypt and Syria, in fuch 

F^XS^JtS^M^ Manner as is already fct forth, he came to Caefarea, with a Redilurion 

to draw his Troops together there, and to form his Army. While he 

was, as yet, with his Father Vcfpafian at Alexandria, giving Orders 

about the Adminitlration of liie hmpire which God had put into their 

Handis, the Fadlions in Jerufalem were divided into three Parties, and 

each againft the other; which, for an ill Matter, was well enough to 

fee a common Enemy doing Jullice upon itfclf. As for the domineering FaAion of the 

Zclotu (whofc In&ilence was certainly the Ruin of this City) we have fpoken both of 

• .-€% the 
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the Rife and Increafe of it very particularly elfewfiere; and it was no more, in (Iiort, 
than one Sedition bred out of another. It had foraewhat in it of the Rage of a wild 
Bead, that for Want of other Matter to work upon^ preys upon its own Bowels^ rather 
than not be doing fome Mifchief or othe^. 

Eleazar^ the Son of Simon, was the firft that began the Separation in the Temple, by 
fetting up the Zelotes againft the People, upon the Pretence of being wonderfully offended 
at the daily Infolencies of John of Gifchala, but at the fame time doing the fame cruel 
Things himfelf; and^ in Truth, the main Exception was no more than this : That the 
greater Tyrant of the two could not bring his Heart down to fubmit to the Icfs : So 
that betwixt an infatiable Thirll after Power, and an ambitious Impatience of having 
any body above him, he fell off from his Companions, and fet up for himfelf, with 
Judas, the Son of Chelcias, and Simon, the Son of Ezron ; two Perfons of great Qua* 
lity and Interefl; and likewife with Es^echias the Son of Chobar, a Man nobly defcended; 
and every one of them a Train of Zelotes at his Heels. With this Party they took 
PoiTeffion of the Inner-Temple, and put Guards upon the facred Porches and Doors, 
in Confidence that the Provifions of the Place, by Reafon of the Multitude of their daily 
Oblations, wotfld fupply them with all Neceffaries s and putting no Difference, in fine, 
as to the common Ufe of things, betwixt facred and profane. Being thus pofled, the 
only Thing they feared was Want of Men for the Execution of any confiderable Dcfign, 
John was much the flronger of the two ; but what Eleazar wanted in Number, was 
abundantly made good to him by the Advantage of the Place, for he had his Enemy 
under him. Now John could not attempt any thing upon him but to his Lofs ; fothat 
betwixt the Fear of doing a ra(h Thing on the one Htfnd, and the Impatience of fland* 
ing ftill to do nothing at all on the other, he was not a^Iittle divided how to behave him* 
felf. But his Stomach and Aninioiity carried it in the End, however, from his Difcre* 
tion } and he made feveral Attacks, both with Darts and other Weapons of that Quali* 
ty^ till the Temple was polluted with the Gore of dead Bodies. 

On the other Side, Simon the Son of Gorias, whom the People in their Diftrefs had 
invited and entertained for their Governor and Protestor, having in his PofTelVion the 
upper T^own, and the greater Part of the lower, carried on the Aflault againfl John and 
his Party with the greater Vigour, when he faw how he was pre(?l d at the fame time from 
above by Eleazar. But John had the fame Advantage of Simon that Eleazar had of John, 
who effectually had a double War upon him, and as much the better of the one, as the 
worfe of the other : For juft fo much as Eleazar was too hard for John, whom he had 
under him; fo much was he too hard for Simon, who was below him again. So that 
John had little or no DifHculty to repulfe the Attempts of Simon from the lower Ground; 
as he defended himfelf the befl he could from Eleazar that was over his Head, with 
Slings and Machines to caft Darts and Stones. And thefe Engines did Execution not only 
upon the People in Arms, but upon thofe alfo that came out of Devotion to worihip. 
For it muft be acknowledged that thefe Mifcreants, even in the Outrage of their Impie* 
ties, gave Admittance to all that offered themfelves upon the Account of Religion ; faving 
only that the Jews were more expofed to flrick Searches and Examinations. And for 
Strangers that werQ fo happy as to eicape the Malice of a military Fury, they, fell here 
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and there by Cafualty and Mifchance: That is to fay, by the random Shot of Stones 
add Lance?, that reached the very Altar, and cut oft the Sacrificers themfelvcs in the 
Exercifd of their holy Fundtion, together with a Multitude of common Worihippcrs. 
Soaie that came from all Quarters of the Earth, out of Devotion to worftiip in this holy 
Place, fell themfelves the facriiiccs ; and defiled that Altar with their Blood, that not only 
the Greeks, but even the wildeft of Barbarians, had a Veneration for. The dead Bodies 
of Strangers and of Natives, Perfons holy and profane, were here promiicuoufiy con- 
founded, and iheir Blood flowing up to the very Altar. 

Ah miferablc, mifcrable City ! The Fire and Sword of the Romans, when they en- 
tered thee by Force, and endeavoured the purging of thee by Flames for the Iniquities 
of thy FaAiv>n and Apoftacy, with all the Dclolation that enfued upon it: AH this, I 
lay, was neihing to the Mifcry of thy prefcnt Cafe. Thou wert no longer the Seat of 
God, after turning his holy Houfe, by thy civil Broils, into a Shambles or a Charnal- 
Houfe; nor couldcft thou ever cxpedl to come oiF unpunifhed for thele impious Provoca- 
tions. But it is not yet impoffible ; not impolTible, I T.iy, ly a true Repentance to ap- 
peafc the incenfed Juftice of a righteous God that lud this htavy Judgment upon thee. 
But this were better let alone^ for private Paffions and Complaints are not thcBuiinefs of 
an Hiftorian; fo that I fliall betake myfclf to my Text, and proceed to Matter of Fadk 
that foltowed upon this Uproar. 

Jerufalem (as I have faid already) was divided into three Fadions. Eleazarand his 
Party, that had the Charge of the Firft-fruits and Oblations, got drunk and fell upon 
John. John fallied out upon Simon ; and the People that afliftcd him with Provifions, 
againfl: himfelf and Eleazar. When John happened to be attacked at the fame time by 
Elcazar and Simon, both together, he divided his Forces, and held thofe in play that 
aiTaulted him on the City-fide, with Darts from the Tops of the Porches, plying thofe in 
the Temple above him with Stones and Arrows from his Machines. When at any time 
his Enemies over Head gave him a little Refpite, (as they did frequently, when Eleassar 
and his People were either tired or drunk) he was then at Liberty to make ftronger Sal- 
lies upon Simon and his Accomplices; and dill as he beat him further and further into 
the Town, he burnt all before him: Magazines, Granaries, Stores, and all Houfes in- 
diflferently, with whatqyer was in them, that ftood in his Way. Upon his Retreat, Si- 
mon followed him upon the Heel ; and then it was his Turn to do the fame Thing over 
again. They could have done no more, if they had been in a diredt Confpiracy for the 
betraying of Jerufalem to the Romans, by putting it out of Condition of Defence, in 
dcftroying all that was neceffary to preferve it. And to incrcafc the Calamity, every 
thing was burnt to the Ground quite round the Temple ; the City turned into a Defart by 
the very Natives of the Place, and a Field of Battle one againft another. The Provifion 
of Corn, in fine, and other Neceffaries fufficient to have maintained a Siege for feveral 
Years, was almoft totally confumcd ; which led inevitably to a Famine, and the Ruin 
of the City that they brought upon themfelves. 

jerufalem, in the mean time, betwixt the Faftion within the town, and the Befiegers 
without, was like a great Body worried and torn to Pieces for a Prey. Old Men and 
Women, under fuch an ^^finilhment for what they faw and fuffered, that they prayed 

for 
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for the Succcfs of their very Enemies, the Romans, and for a Foreign War in exchange 
for a Civil ! They lay under the Impreflion of a moft fcandalous Dread and Tenor, 
It was now paft Advifing-time, and there was no Place left either forRepcntance, Com- 
pofition, or Flight; all Paflages were guarded, and the Heads of the Faftions, how 
mortal Bnemies focver in other Cafes, were all of a Mind yet in the Agreement of 
kilhng any Man that deferved to live. They fufFered not one Man to efcape, that was 
but fufpefted to be a Well-wiflicr to the Romans ; but they were all treated like com- 
mon Enemies. The Clamour of Shouts, and the Claftiing of Arms, was heard Day 
and Night. The Fear iifelf of Evils to come, was a great Mifery ; but then the Senfe 
of thofe Evils being come upon them was a much greater, and their daily Lamentations 
were never yet without a juft Ground to work upon. Their fears fnade them fmothcr 
their Sorrows. Grief is Dumb when it comes to be flupifying; and that is the tor- 
menting AfHiiftion that lies gnawing, like a Canker, at the Heart, without making any 
Noife. There was no fuch Thing left as Reverence for the Living. The Relation was 
loft betwixt Superior and Inferior, and as little Regard had to the Humanity of burying 
the Dead. And^wb||'was the Reafon of all this, but an univerfal Dt^fperation ; for 
•* he that l»lh.-.ii|ptbihg to hope for, hath nothing to fear." Every Man that was not 
of the Fa£tiuD9 gave himfelf for loft^ and carried his Life in his Hand, as if he were the 
next Moment^o die. The Fadtion, all this while fought. on, with Heaps of Carcaifes 
under their Feefe in a kind of triumphant Vanity of Oilentationi as if the Horror of 
the SpeAacle hsia made the Living as nard and infcnfible as the Dead. But their Heads 
and their JHeart9*were bent upon Wickedncfs ; and whatever came into their Thought 
that they were able to compafs, let it be never fo bloody and cruel, they made no Scru- 
ple to dreccite it;. Witnels John's perverting to profane Ufes, thofe facred Materials that 
were fet apart for the Service of God's Houfe. There was once, upon a Time, a Refo- 
lution V90^n up by the People and the High-Priefts, to raife the Temple twenty Cubits 
Jaigher, and to carry up an Arch to fupport the Work. To this End King Agrippa, 
With incredible Charge and Labour, brought from Mount Libanus, certain admirable 
Pieces of Timber, both for Length and Size : But the War breaking out, interrupted 
the Defign. So that Jphn, having Occcafion for the Materials, had the Trees cut out 
into Lengths for his own proper Ufe, and then framed into Turrets for his Security and 
Defence againft Eleazar. . They were raifed along th;5 Wall to the Weftward, over- 
againft the great Hall, as the only Place capable of fuch a Structure, by reafon of fo 
many Stair-Cafes in the Way. John flattered himftlf, that this impious Contrivance of 
bis would have laid his Enemies at his Feet : But God, in his Providence, difappointed 
him, by bringing the Romans in upon him, before he could pertcdt his Work. 

When Titus had gotten together one Part of his Army,, ^d ordered the Remainder 
of it up to J[«rufalem, he went to Caefarea; where he had witli him, over and :ibovc the 
three Legions that had formerly made fuch a Havock in Judasa under his Father, the 
twelfth Legion alfo; which was nevefthekfs brave for that unlucky Encounter under 
Ceftius; nay, on the other Side, burning with Impatience f r t e Opportunity of a Re- 
venge for that Difafter. He ordered the fifth L:*^iun to meet him by the Way of Am- 
maus ; and the tenth by Jericho ; while he himleU marched with the re(V, in Conjunc- 
tion 
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tion with a Body of Royal Auxiliaries^ larger than ever heretc^re^ and a great nooi- 
berof Syrians. The Detachments that were fentby Veipa(ian« under Mucianus into 
Italy^ out of the four Legions^ he made good out of two thoufand choice Men of the 
Alexandrian Army that he brought along with him, and three tlioufand more that fol- 
lowed him from the Euphrates : And there was the heft of Friends alfo» both for Inte- 
grity and Council, Tiberius Alexander, formerly the Governor of iEgypt, but now 
made Choice of to command the Army i being the firft Man that ownoi and ftood up 
for Vefpafian in the Infancy of his Government^ entered into a League with him, and 
flood firm to it in Defpite of all the Hazards of an uncertain Fortune. He was like- 
wife qualified with all the natural Advantages for martial Undertakings^ that ReiblutioDi 
Generofity, and Wifdom, could give a Man. 



i 



CHAP. IL 



Titus marches into an Enemy s Country ; and takes a P^ihvi^^gf Jerufalem. 
T/je Jews make a defperate Sally. Titus preferved by 'fikn^ence. His 
Bravery and ConduB. ^m^^ ' 

TITUS being now advancing into an Enemy's Country, this was the Order of hif 
March. The Auxiliaries went firft; after theai» the Pioneers i and in the next 
Place, thofe that were to mark out the Camp ; which were followed with the Officer^ 
Baggage, and a Convoy ; and then came Titus himfelf with his Guards, the choiccil of 
his Men, and his Enfign-Bearers about him; a Body of Horfe following them at the 
Head of the Machines. The next in Courfe were the Tribunes, and other Officers, 
with a Train of choice Men under their Command : The Roman Eagle after ihemu 
with the Enfigns of the Legions about it, and Trumpets before them ; the Body of 
the Army marching in Rank and File, fix in Front; and the commoo^oldiersy: every 
Man fplloNving the Legion he belonged to, with their Luggage before them. The 
Mercenaries and their Guards brought iip the Rear. In this Order Titua advanced, 
according to the Method of the Roman Difcipline, by the Way of Samaiia up to Gophna; 
a Place that his Father Vefpafian had formerly taken; and there he found a Gamibn, 
where he took up his Lodging that Night, and profecuted his March next Morning to 
a Place that the Jews call the Valley of Thorns, near the Village of Gabath Saul, or, 
the Valley of Saul ; where he encamped that Evening near thirty Furlongs from Je- 
rufalem. *.^ 

At this Place Titus put himfelf at the Head of fome fix hunderd choice Horfe, and 
led them toward Jerufalem to take a View of the Town, and learn what he could of the 
State and Difpofition of the Jews. For being well affured that the People were altoge- 
ther for Peace, and as weary every Jot of their OpprefTors, as they were of the Opprcf- 
fion itfelf ; and that they wanted nothing, in fine, but Strength and Opportunity for a 
Revolt; he did not know^ but that upon the bight of him and his Army, they migbti 

perhaps 
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perhaps bethink themfclves of bringing the Matter to Terms of Accommodation before 
^ it came to Blows. Wkh 4his Fancy in his Head Titus advanced toward the City, and 
ib long as he went forWarS in the ready Way to the Walls, there was not one Creature 
appeared upon the Battlements. Bat upon crofling over toward the Turret called Pie- 
pbinos, there fallied out a vaft Number of Jews from the Gate over againft the Seplil- 
chre of Helena^ on the Quarter they called the Woman's Tower, that brake quite 
through the Middle of Titus*s Body, and cutting off the Communication betwixt the 
two divided Parties, they could not relieve one another. In this Confufion the Jews 
fingled out Titus, with a very fmall Number of his People about him, in a Place where 
there was no going forward for the Encloiixres, Gardens, and Ditches betwixt him and 
the Wall; and his Retreat was intercepted, on the other hand, by a ftrong Body of the 
^Enemy that was gotten betwixt him and his own People. But Titus's Men not know- 
Bbg the Danger their General was in, and believing him to be yet fafe and in the Crowds 
Hfefting for himfcif; they had nothing more to do, they thought, but every Man to 
look to one, and fo to follow their Captain. Titus finding, in this Extremity, that he 
had nothing but his Sword and his Courage left him to truft to, called out to his Fel- 
low-Soldiers to fotlov/ him, and in the fame Inflant fpurred dei'perately into the Ene- 
mies Body, to force his Way through to the reft of his Men. Now this was a time 
and Adtion to give all People to underiland, how far the Providence of God interpofes 
ID the Event of Wars, and in the'pcrfonal Prefervation of Emperors and Princes. For 
ititus, who came not out (as I faid) to fight a Battle, but to make a Difcovery, had 
not provided himfetf of Arms, either for his Head or his Body, and yet not one Dart or 
ArroWy of. tO^thofe Showers that were thrown againft him, once touched him, but 
were carried off from the Mai^, as if they had been defigned to mifs it. Titus, in the 
mean Time^ clearing his PafiTage on both Sides with his Sword in his Hand, overbear- 
^ ing all befofe him, and trampling his Enemies under his Horfc's Feet. This fcarlefs 
Refolution of Titus's drew the Rage of the whole Party upon him with Fury and Cla- 
mour; crying out one to another, to fall upon him, as the only Check to their Succeflcs. 
But which Way (bever Titui turned, the Jews fled before him -, and yet, at the fame 
Time, others preffing htm Flank and Rear, and his Companions all the while flicking 
clofe and bravely to hihi. T^ey found, by this Time, that there was no Way to come 
off but by ohe feafonable gdSerous Charge, quite through and through. They m^de 
the Pufli imnriediately, wherein one of Titus's Friends was killed, Horfe and Man ; 
another overthrowQ and flarn, and his Horfe taken and carried off; while Titus with 
the Remainder of his People, got back again to his Camp, without lb much as one 
Wound. The Jews took fuch Heart upon this temporary Ad^^antage, that they look- 
it as an EafjtcA of greater Things to follow, biilif^heir Hopes deceived 
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C H A P. m. 

Domejiic Facilons are united by a foreign TVar. The Roman Soldiers being ' 
furprijcd without their Arms^ are beaten from their Camp. A Skirmijh ^ 
betwixt the Jews and the Romans. Titus mijfmg ; and the Romans at 
their JVits End to know what was become oj him. The Jews make a 
running Fight of it. 

UPON the coming up of a Legion that Night from AmmauB to join Titos, he 
marched away ntxt Morning early to Scopos : A Place^ feven Stadia to the North- ' 
ward from the City. It ftands low, and in a fair Profpedl both of the Town and of , 
the Temple; (and fo properly enough called Scopos.) He ordered two Legions to iodl 
camp upon the Place, and the fifth Legion to withdraw three Stadia &rther off; wbaJHf 
they might intrench without any Danger from the Enemy, being already wearied off 1 
their Legs with a tedious Night's March. Thefe Legions were no founer ac Work 
upon the Orders, but up comes the tenth Legion from Jericho ; a nace lately takca 
and garrifoned by Vefpafian. This Legion was appointed to encamp fix Stadia to the Eaft 
of Jcrufalem, and the Mount of Olives ; which is over agasall the City, and the Valley 
of Cedron betwixt them. . "^ 

The Fadtions in the Town went on tearing one another to Pieqe|i as the bitteieft 
Adverfaries in the World 5 till the Dread of a foreign War and' a' common Enemy 
made them Friends again. For upon the very Sight of the Roman ^Qamp, and the 
Order of it, the three Seditious Parties agreed the Matt^, and pieced agpjfai; reaibning 
with themfelves upon the Equity and Neceflity of fuch a Compofition ^ Wfi cxpoftula- 
ting one with anothe/, after this Manner. <' What will be the End of- this Bufinefi ^ 
«' do you think, if we fland dill to fee ourfelves furrounded with Fortsand Troops ; our 
'< Lives and Liberties at Mercy ; and we all this while cooped up within Walls, and 
«< our Arms a-crofs, the tame Spectators of a licentious War, to the Advantage of our 
<' Enemies, and our own Ruin ? Nay, (fays another) we are only valiant againft our- 
<< felves, and in cutting one another's Throats, to make wa| for the Romans to a Conqueft 
<< without Blood." ITpon this they gathered into Parties. «nd Cabals; aild in that very 
Inftant betaking themfelves to their Arms, made a furious Excurfion crofs the Valley 
upon the tenth Legion, with horrid Clamours and Outcries, as they were intrenching 
their Camp. This Sally was fuch a Surprife to the. Romans, that they were half 
didradled at it: And it was fo much the greater, upon an Opinion, both that the Jews 
durd not offer at it, aia^that their Divifions had made them in6^»ole of fuch an Agree- 
ment. But the Soldiers, in fine, being at Work without their Arai^ the Jews fell 
upjn them at unawares; whereupon every Man quitfetl his Pod: oQ|||ie ran quite 
away; others fled to their Arms, but were cut off before they could llteke qle of 
them. Upon the Credit of this Vidory ready to their Hands, the JevVf came flowing 
in flill more and more; and thouj^h they were not in Truth yery numeric, their good 
Fortune made them appear lo« both to the Romans and to themfelves. Of all Natbos 
,/{•. ' ■ ^ -i' under 
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under the Htavens, the Romans arc certainly the People that bfcft undcrftand the Art 
and Difcipline of Wir, and difcharge their military Exercifes and Duties with the bed 
ConduA and Grace: And yet, upon the Aftonifliment of this unaccountable Surprife, 
they trembled ; and turning their Backs, the Jews followed them upon the Purfuit : 
And upon turning their Heads, as any of the Enemy came up with them, fome they 
flopped or repulfed ; others they killed, or wounded ; for in the Heat^of their Rage 
they kept themfelves upon no manner of Guard. But as the Numbers increafcd on the 
one hand, fo of Neceffity muft the confufion on the other : till, in the End, the Ro- 
mans were forced totally to abandon their Camp : And the whole Legi(>n had been in- 
intircly cut off, if Titus had not come in the precife Minute to their Succour; and be- 
twixt Reproaches r f Cowardice on the one Side, and exemplary Bravery on the other, 
put a Stop to their F^ght. Titus took this Opportunity of joining the Fugitives with 
a Party of choice Men he had about him of his own : and charging the Jews in Flank, 
le killed fevcral of tl.em upon the Spot; wounded more, and drove the whole Body 
"down into the Vallcty in great Dilorder, and not without a confiderable Lofs of Men, 
bt^ re they could gain the other Side of the Bottom Upon their pafling the Valley, 
they m:^de a Siand, and maintained a Fight with the Romans a-crofs it, till Mid-day, 
In the Afternoon, Titus inforced the Legion with the Troops he brought to fuccour 
it; and porting Parties up and down to fecure the Romans againrt: Excurfions, he 
ordered the Remainder of his Forces up the Mountain, to incamp and fortify upon the 
Top of it. 

The Jews that were within Diftance of obfcrving this Motion from the Walls, took 
it for a dired: Flight : And one of their Intelligencers gave to underftand as much by a 
Signal from the Town, by fliaking a Garment in the Air, as a Way of Intelligence 
concerted among themfelves. Upon this Intimation the Jews ruihed out in fuch an 

' outrageous Fury, that they looked liker a Herd of wild Bearts than a Multitude of 
Men. The Violence was fo impetuous, that not fo much as one Man in the contrary 
Party durft fl:and the Shock : Bni they were all driven, as if it had been by a Blow from 
an Engine ; fome one Way ; and feme, another : But prefling up the Mountain all 
that was poflible fjr Refuge. About half way up the Hill, Titus made a Strfhd, with 
a few of his generous refolutc Friends about him : Who, out of the Veneration they 
had for the Pcrfjn und Dignity of the Emperor, befought him not to expofe any lon- 
ger his own facrcd Life againrt the worthlcfs Lives of a defperate Rabble of Jews ; 
'Whofc Condition was fuch, that Death was the beft Thing that could befal them; but 

j^^^ rather to confult his own Quality and S'fety : Minding him, that he was not there in the 
Circumftances of a Soldi; r, hut in t]>f Chamber of the fovere^n Mafter of the World; 
and that it was not for him lo think of rtandrng alone, when the Foundations of the 

j: Earth funk under him. Titus took no more Nbtice of what they faid^ than if he bad 

■ not heard it; but Ihyfid uj i his Guard againft all Oppofers, and encountered all 
Aflauirs; cutting fome ovc rtic Face, killing others that preffed upon him, and for- 
cing fome again down ti. M(^untain into the Valley. The Vigour and the Rcl(;lu- 
tion of this Prince kept M, m in fome fort of Awe; though not enough t'^ fright them 
into the City agaii^ ; But opening to the right and left, they attackid his People on each 

• Numb. 17. * Mm Hand 
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Hand of hhns whflc Tctus galling them ia the Flank |;avt fotnc Ob<|liiniuii totfac 
Purfuit. r 

When the Romans, from thdr Camp ahove^ took Notice wiiat Ravock wvs madfe 
of their Companions below, it ftruck them with 'ftich a HoMor and Amazefncnt^ tfait 
the whole Legion difperled upon it ; taking for granted that ihe Romans were not sfak 
to ftand before the Jews, and that Titus himfelf had ^juitted the Field > or hia Soi^ 
diers, they thoi^ht, w«mld never have forfakea him. \Vhik they were itx the Dilf«» 
traction of this panic Terror, iranning up and down like MadflMn, they knew vet 
why nor whether, there was an A4arum given to the whole Le^oA, by fome that had 
ieen Titus labouring for Life in the Middlb of bis Enemies ; calling upon tbem vmk 
.Outcries, to haften away to the Refcue of their General. This Reproach^ bctwict 
the Shame aod the Confcience of having abandoned their Commandec, traniported 
them to fo revengeful a Rage, that without any farther Thought of fhafting for them*- 
felves, they fell with all their Might upon the Jews, and drove them away before thedi 
.down the Brow of the Mountain. Not but that they made their Retreat lighting 
too : And for a while difputed every Foot of Ground they loft ; till the Romaoa, by 
the Advantage of the higher Station, forced them all down into the Valley. Titos 
preiTed hard upon thofe he had to do withal, and £o fent the L^on back to make an 
End of their Trenches ; he himielf ftaying with his own People about hin% to keep 
the Enenty at a Diftance* Now if I may be allowed to fpeak the juft Triith of the 
Matter, without Flattery, Envy, or Detradtion, this was the fec^d Time that Titoa 
faved this Legion in the fame Day. And the Soldiers were now at Liberty to fortify 
and fettle their Camp. 



C H A P. IV. 

The Tafcbal Feaft at hand. A curfed Defign under the Cover of Religion. 
The three FaBions contra&ed into two. Titus moves toward Jeruiakm^ 
and orden the levelling of the TaJJes. 

TH E Jews had no fooner a little Breathing- while from the Hoftililies of the Ro- 
mans, but they fell prefently all to Pieces again an[K)ng ihtmfclves. The Paf- 
fchal Feaft, or the Feaft of unleavened firead being now at hand : That is to fay, the 
fourteeqih of the Month Xanthicus ; which is the Day from whence ^he Jews date 
ihcir Deliverance out of ^gypt : Eleazar caufed the Temple-Gate to be frt open for a 
free Entrance to all People that came ttp to Worfliip. John made uH^ of this rcligi- 
ous Occafion and |^retext» for a Cover to a moft execrable Wickednels ths|C be Jiad in 
his Heart. He picked out a feleft Number of his own People that were the. Icaft 
known, and mpjft.p^ them licentious and profane: And thcfo he f^cretly. intermingled A 
with the Worfliippcrs; giving them Daggers, and private A:m^ under, their GoatSt. "J 
with Inftrudtions h^ to behave themlelves. The Temple was immediately all in a i 
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Tumult both within and without; and this Uproar Tookcd upon as a general Defign 
udon the ^^l^le Multitude, by thofe that were not of the P)|^.£ut Eleazar and the 
Zelote$f knew better; and that the Malice of this Exploit wMf^pn^pally levelled at 
fhem : And (hereupon the Guards drew off from the Gates ; otm^3 leaped down from 
the Towers without ftriking a Blow, and crept into the Temple'Vaults to hide them* 
ielves. The common People that betook themfelves to the Altar, were' miferably dd« 
ftroyed ; fome of them fqueezed and trampled to Death in the Croud ; others lay weU 
tering in their Blood up and down, or their Brains beaten out with Swords and Cud« 
gels. Where any Man had a Pique at another, it was but making him one of the 
contrary Faction to cover his Revenge ; and a particular Grudge was Pretence 
enough to take away any Man's Life, or to call him a Zelote. But after all thefe bar« 
barous Inhumanities upon the Innocent, the Guilty found fome fort of Quarter yet; 
in a Connivance of their Efcapes out of thofe Vaults and Holes, where they had ab« 
r fcondcd. The Zelotes being now abfolute Maftcrs of the Inner-Temple, prefled har- 
" dcr and harder itill upon Simon : The Fa<5fcion being now reduced to two Divifions 
that were in three before. 

Titus was at this Time thinking to decamp from Scopos, and to advance nearer 

Jeruialem. So that in order to his Removal, he pofted a competent Strength of his 

. -^ bcft Troops to prevent and to encounter Inroads, and gave it in Charge to another 

; '^ • Bddy of Mcn^ to fee all the Ways levelled betwixt that and Jerufalem. Upon this, 

i' ^'ijMcigcSf the Walls, and the Country People's Fences about their Gardens, were 

M^&Ken away, and the Trees cut roundabout; Fruit-Trees and all, though never 

ft'choice: The Hollows all filled up; the Crags plained, and the whole Tra<9: of 

Ground from Scopos to Herod's Segulchre, and the Fool of Serpents fotherwife caU 

led Bethara] all made imooth and even. 



CHAP. V. 

TBe Jews lay their Heads together ifi put a Cheat upon the Romans* Titus 
has no Faith in the ^Pretence. 1 he Jews outwit the Romans. Titus 
threatens his Men with martial Law ; but upon the Officers Mediation^ 
Titus grants them their Tar don. The Siege of Jerufalem« 

TH E Jews had at this Time a Plot in their Heads how to put a Trick upon the 
Romans. Some of the boldeft of the Party made a Step out of the Town, a 
]ittle beyond the Place they call the Womens Towers; upon a Pretence, that they 
were forced oat of the City, for fear of a Party within it that was for Peace; and that 
they durft not venture any farther for fear of the Romans : But there they kept them- 
felves as clofe, and as much out of Sight as they could. There was at the fame 
Time another Party upon the Walls roaring out as loud as fhey could, and in the 
Name of the Inhabitants^ for a Peace and an Alliance with the Romans : Imploring 
\Mr M m 2 ^. them 
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them at the fame Time to come over to them, and they would open them the Gates, 
And for the better Gnce of this Impofture, they counterfeited a Squabbl<Htnd a Con- 
tcfl among thcmfelrea: Some pretending to prels out to the Romans; and others caft- 
ing Stones at them to hinder them : And ftill perilling, in Appearance, either by fair 
Means or by foul to make their Way, At this Rate, after Icveral feigned Attempts 
and Repulfes, they went their Way back again like Mad-men at the Difappointment. 
The Cheat went down well enough with the common Soldiers, who looked upon the 
Town to be as good as their own already; and prcflcd fo eagerly to be in Action, asr 
if there had been nothing wanting but the Ceremony of opening the Gates to put 
them in Poffcflion of it. But Titus had no Faith at all in the Pretext of this Invita- 
tion ; having macft them an OflFer by Joleph, but the Day before, of as much as they 
feemed now to defire, and they rejedlcd the Propofal So that Titus commanded 
his Soldiers every Man of them to ftand to their Arms, and to maintain their Pofts, 
But in the mean while, fome of thofe that were employed upon the Trenches, betook 
themfclves to their Weapons in a Hurry, and ran towards the Gates. The Jev^ that 
pretended to be driven out .of the Town, let them pafs by without any Interruption; 
till they were got up within a little of fome of the Towers near the Port :,j^nd then 
ibllowing them clofe upon the Rear, they hemmed them in within Reach b£ Srooes, 
Darts, and all Manner of Shot of that Quality from the Walls : Where great Kirm- 
bers of them were killed and wounded; being lo pent up by thofe that prefTed uggg^^-', 
the Backs of them, that there was no getting clear of the Wall i Befide thar^-^-^ ' 
Shame and Confufion^ on the one Hand, for their Difobedicnce, and the Fear ^_ 

Difhment for it, on the other, they were hardened into a Refolution of profecutfn^ 
what they had begun. But, in tine, after a long Difpute, and with an equal Lofs 
on both Sides, the Romans in the Conclufion brake tiirough the Body of the Jewsf 
who yet purfued them in their Retreat, with Lances and other fuch like Weapons, 
as far as the Sepulchre of Helena : And not without infolent and contemptuous Re^ 
proaches upon the Romans, for being outwitted and made fuch Fools of. This they 
did, waving their Bucklers over their Heads; leaping and dancing all the Way they 
went, with Shouts of Joy and Triumph. 

When the Romans were thus come otF, their Officers treated them.with Menaces 
and Scorn; and Titus himfelf received them with a Speech ot Refcntment and Indig- 
nation, to the following Purpofe. " How comes it, fays he, that the Jews, that have 
«* nothing but their Defpair for their Dircdlors, (hi 'ild yet manage ihtir Affairs with 
** fo much Confideration, Stratagem and Succtfs ? T ^ Qucffion is anfwered in one 
^< Word: They live in Ooedience to their Superiors, .trnl in good Will and Unioif 
" one with another : Whereas the Romans, that have been hitherto fo famous for their 
** excellent Order and Difciplii,e, and conlcqueiiily lor their go'jd Fortune, are now 
" fallen off, and deftroyed by the hcad-ftrong Intempciancts of their own Folly, in 
5< making War tvithout Officers; aiui, which is w t(1 of all, CxCir himfelf to be a 
** Spectator of this. What a Scandal will this br lo the very Rules and Methods of 
'* Arms ! Or what will my Father fay, do ye think, lien he Ihall come tb hear of it: 
" A General, that in the whole CoarTe of a long arid a rtiilitary Life, never met with 
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<< any thing like it before ? NoW'&ch is the Severity of Martial Law, that it makes it 
«< Capital for any Man to depart from the ftriA Rule of Difcipline, even in a fmall Mat- 
«< ter; but in this Cafe, the whole Army is aDeferter. And be it known to you all, 
«« that, according to the Stridtnefs of the Roman Conduift,- Victory itfelf is a Sciandal 
«« when it is gained by extrstvagant means/' 

Titus delivered tb2fe Words with fome fort of Indignation 5 which gave the Officers < 
to underftand, that the. Law was to be executed; and upon this, the whole Body of 
the Offenders gave themfelves for loft ; being fatisfied in their Confciences, that they 
had deferved the Juftice they feared. But, in this Interval, the. Legions didin a manner 
befet Titus, with Peiitions and Interceflions on the Behalf of their unfortunate Com- 
panions : Imploring his Mercy toward the Failings of a frw ra(h Pebpfe, for the Sake 
of a great Number that ftuod firm ; and upon an AiTurance that they would atone by 
their future Services for their paft Faults. Caefar found his Intereft, as well as his In- 
clination, in complying with this Mediation ; for though in the Cafe of a fingle Perfon 
it may be requifitc to ufe Severity, the fame Reafbn does not bold yet in a Multitude. 
Titus, in fine, forgave and forgot all that was paft ;. upon Condition^ that his People* 
would be honefter and wifer for the time to come : And from thenceforward he fet his 
Thoughts at work how to revenge himfelf on the treacherous Jews* 

His firft Bufinefs was to lay all level betwixt himfelf and. the Town ; which was the 
Work only of four Days : After whioh,. he ordered the heft of his Troops to advance 
towards the Ramparts, betwix North and Weft:: The Foot drawn up in feven Bettali- 
ons, and the Horfe in three Squadrons, with Archers betwixt them. This being a 
Force fufHcient to prevent or repel all Excurfions ;. the Baggage of the three Legions, 
and the Train thereunto belonging, were all out of Danger, 

Titus encamped at the Diftance of two Stadia from the City, ovcr-againft the Tower 
called Pfephinosi upon that Ai^e of the Wall where it winds off from the North to 
the Weftward ; intrenching alfoanother Part of his Army toward the Tower Hippicos, 
£bme two Furlongs likewife from the City ; and keeping the tenth Legion ftill where 
it was, upon Mount Olivets 
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Tbt-htfcripiion o/" Jefiifalem. Three Walls, The old Wall impregnable, 
'^hree famous Towers, A d'tfmal Conflagration. 1 he Magni^cence and 
Situation of the Temple The TVomens Oratory, The holy Sanduary, 
jfhe inner Tart of it, with the Partitions, The Candlejlick, Table and 
Altar. . The Qutjide of, t^e Tsntfle. The Roof. 7 be Alt^ brfore the 
Ttntple. No unclean Terfon Jeered to enter. The Trie/Is exemplary in 
their Converfatton. Jhej^riejiiVeiL 1 he Ephod. Fort Antonia. 
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THE City of Jerudilein was furftunded witkrikffee Walls; favingcmly upoo the 
Quarler toward the inaccciTible Valleys* wliere there was but one. It was 
eredted upon: two Hills ; the one diredly fronting the otker» .and a deep VaUm betwixt 
themi all covered with Houfes* The Mountaia that the dipper Town ftan« upon h 
much the higher and the fVeeper of the two : And for the Strength of the Situationt 
King David, the Father of Solomon that ere6ked the Temple, gave it the Name for- 
merly of the Fortrefs or Caille; and this is it which wecaU at this Day the upper 
MarRct. 

The lowcc Town is feated upon another Hill that bears the Name of Acra, with i 
Aeep Declivity round about it. There was formerly another Hill alio over- againft this, 
fomewhat lower than the Acra^ and divided fn-m it by a large Valley: But in the Tiioe 
of the Afmonaeans, their Princes filled up &h Bottom; ^nd cutting c^ from the Hill 
Afcap they joined the Town to the Temple; by wluch Means it overlooked and com- 
manded all the n&. 

The Name of the Valley aforefaid, that ffparate* the upper Town from the lower, 
is Tyropaeon; and it ftretchce as far as the Fouiuain of Siloc: Tnat affords an excellent 
Water to drink, and great Plenty uf it. 

There are likewiie, without th« Town, two other Towns, next to inacceffible, by 
the Crags and Precipices every where round about thtrm. 

The oldeO: of the three Wails was extremely ftrong, by reafon of the Depth of the 
Valley below, and the over*hanging cf the Rock from above, whereupon it was ercdtcd. 
And befide the natural Advantage of the Situation, it b^d all the Helps that David and 
Solomon, and feveral other Princes, could contribute to the further ftrengthening of it 
by Art, Induftry, and Expence. It began on that Side, at the Tower Hfppicos; and 
fo to another Tower called the Galleries, running along by the Town-Houfe, to the 
Weft Porch of the Temple. It paffed on the other Side, reckoning from the fame 
Place, by Bethib, down to the EfTene-Gate; and ibSbukhwardy by the Fountain of 
Siloe; where it ilrikes off to the EafWard, toward ^ Pool of Solomon; and thence 
by Ophlas, to the Eaft Porch of the Temple. 

The fccond Wall begins atGenath, a Gate belonging to the former Wall; -a^d fo 
runs on, upon the North Side of the City, tp the Fort Antonia. 

The third Wall began at the Tower Hippicos, and fo ran Northward to that of 
Pfephinos; over-againft Helena^s Sepulchre, the Queen of Adiabena, and Mother of 
King Izates; keepiqg along by the royal Caves, frotn the Tpwer at the-Ccyrnof:,|/^qii«ard 
that which they call the Fullers Monument; whspce it came up to theold WllliOr^e 
Jlftk^ of Cedron: And this was the Compafs of it. This Wall was the Work of A- 
Miepa, for the Security of that Part of the Town that he had built; which was other- 
wile naked and defencelefs. The City was, by this Time, grown lb populous^ t|iat 
the Place was too narrow for the Inhabitants; fo that by little and little they crept but 
into a kind of Suburbs; and, on the North ISde of the Temple next the Hill, their 
Buildings increased extremely. ^ 

There was a fourth Mountain that froptcd Antonia; with Ditches cut out of a pro- 
digious Depthj betwixt them; iafomuch that there was no cooaiog at the Foundation 
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of Antonit, ta' tkndermmeit: fiipcle that tiK fihking of ihe Trench added fo much to 
the Height of the Tower. Th^ give Hhe fourth Motttttib.the Name •£ Bezeth, or 
the New Town I being an Inkt^getnent only of the former. ' When this JFIace came to 
be inhabited, the People -ewneftly ticfired to have it fortified: And Agfippa, the Father 
of this King of th« fame. Kame, modelled has Defign, and ran up this Wall about it; 
as yoa have heard; But «pon a Fancy coooung iiito his Ht&d, that Clandius Caefar 
taiight perhaps take {omut Offence and Jealoufy at the Pomp and Oftentation of fo mag^ 
Diiicem a Work, Agrippa went no farther than the laying of the Foundations, and fo* 
dropped the Prc}e£fc: But if he had gone on^ Jerufalem coold never hsve been taken. 

The Stones of this Wall were twenty Oibits in length, and ten over: And fo hard 
and firm withal, that they were Proof either againft Mining or -Battery. The WaH 
was alfo ten Cubits thick, and it would have been anfwerably high in Proportion, if 
the Fear of Claudius (as I told you-) had not put a Stop to Agrippa^s Defign. The 
Jews, 'tis true, carried up the Wall afterwards to twenty Cubits>- with BatfknMnts of 
two Cubits at the Top; and Parapets, of three r Which in all nnake five and twenty 
Cubits. The Wall was fortified with Towers of twenty Cubits fquare, every Jot as 
fttbftantial as the very Wall; and .not inferior for Strength and Beauty, to the Stones 
' and Workmanihip of the Temple itfelR Thefe Toivters were raifqi twenty Cubits 
above the Wall, with winding Stair-cafw leading tip to them; Lodgito'gs and Eating-* 
Rooms on the Top, and Cifkems for Rain- Water. Upon the third Wall there were 
(ninety Towers all of a Make,, and at the equal Diftance of two hundred Cubits one 
from another. The middle Wall had only fourteen Towers ;< the old Wall, fixty; and 
thirty-three Furlongs was the €ompaf» ot the whole City. 

The third Wall was,^ ^ over, a wonderful Piece of Workmanihip from one End to 
the other; but yeC ifc(t ediaparable to the Tower called Pfephinos: It ftands upon the 
Angle of the WaiJ^ North^^wltt of ^hutPCityy upon that Quarter where Titus bad in- 
camped. The Hiigbt of k'^kms feventy Cubits; and fo advantageous a Profped:, that, 
in a clear Day, out might Mtt^^^bia from it; the Sea, and the utlermoft Confines of 
the Hebrewit Tk» Figure c^lt waa with eight Angles. Juft againft this, was the 
Tower Hippicos, iftiU mtrc were near at Han^^two other Towers of Herod's eredting 
upon the oM Wall: Which,, for Size,* feriofity and Strength, were looked upon as the* 
jMxft famous Maftcr-Pieces in the WAR. For the King, over and abovtf the natural 
^l^rcatncfs of hU Mind, gratified the I^pulfe of his Inclination alfo, in doing all he 
4mMikC|ieM' th«Good and Glorv^ the City. He dedicated his three Towers to the Ho- 
^tairfjiand Memory of the^flpfb^Ferlons he had thegreateft Eileem fit in the World; 
mft'BiTQtllirr, his Friend, andnfiis Wife: The two former having i^nalized themfelves 
by dying ^i<.rioufly upon the Field of Battle;, the other being puf to Death by hknfelf, 
*1aiFr..k of Jealoufy^ 
i0he T(uvcr of Hippicos J[the Name of one of his FricncVs) had four Angles, five 
nd t-vency Ciibirs over, and^irty in Height, and the whole Bodj|of it folid. Above 
this was a. Plarform of Stones accurately jointed; and a Reocptade for Rain-Watcr, 
of tw'jn^y Cubits d«ep. Qgicr this Tmafs, were yet two Stdfies of l»e and twenty 
Cubits each, aud ^ivided idto fevcral Chambers or Quarters: And over that Building 
... were 
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were Battlements of two Cubits high, and Parapc^ pf three Cubitsall around; a- 
mounting, ia the whole, to the Height of eighty-five Chbits. 

Herod called che lecond Tower, Phafael, by the Name of his Brother. It was fort/ 
Cubits fquare, and, in Height, after the Manner of a Pillar: All maflive within from 
Top to Bottom. And above this, was a Porch of ten Cubits high; fupported with 
Arches, and fct out with other Curiofities, Over the Middle of this Porch, was ano- 
ther, with rich Baths and Appartments to it, fuitable to the Magnificence of the royal 
Founder. On the lop of it were Battlements and Fortifications; the whole Height 
of the Tower falling little fhort of ninety Cubits. It had, at a Diflance, feme Re- 
femblance of the Watch-Tower of Pharos; the famous Sea-Mark to thofc that faiicd 
towards Alexandria; only much the larger of the two, and, at this Time, the Rcfi- 
dence of Simon, that Tyranical OpprefTor. 

Hcrpd gave the third Tower the Name of the Qiiecn Mariamne his Wife. It was 
twenty Cubits fquare, length and breadth; and fiver and (itty Cubits high. It niuit be 
allowed that the Structure, the Rooms, and thf rurniiure of the iwu other Toucrs, 
were rich and pompous; but tbty were yc*t as ijiuch b.iow the Cuiioiity, the Beauty, 
and the Ornament of this, as this fell (hort of the irticngth and Dignity of the other 
two: The Kiog rjghtly diftinguifhing betwixt the rnafculinc Virtues of the two Heroes, 
Hippicos and Phafael, and the foft len^e nwis of » fair Lady in the Peribnof Mari^imne. 

Now as to thefc three Towers, the Height wa> prodigious; and yet the Place they 
were' raifed upon, made it feem much more than it was. For the old Wall they Hood 
upon, was itfelf erected upon a very high Piece of Ground: And thefe Turrets again 
were advanced upon the Top of a Mountain that was yet thirty Cubits higher than the 
ancient Wall. Neither were they Icjs admirable for the MaterialMhey- were made of, 
4han for the Stru&ure. The Stones were neither common; nor of a Weight to* be re- 
moved with Hands: But of white Marble cut but in Planks of twenfty Cubits long; ten 
in breadth, and five Cubits deep ; and fo artificially put together, that there were no 
Joints to be feen, but every diflind; Tower looked like on6 entire Piete. 

This was on the North Side of the City; and juil withlo it^there (topd a f!)yal Palace, £) 
rich and curious, that it is not for the Tongue ot Man to eitptetiii: Befide that it was 
all inclofed with a Wall of thirty Cubits in Height, and Turrets cf the heft Work and 
Mafters, planted at equal Diftances one from another round about it; with fplendid 
Lodgings and Treating-Rooms to receive a hundred Perfons There was an incredible^ 
Collection of the choiceil Marbles for Variety and Beauty^^ that could be gotten for Mp- 
ney. The Beams and limbers that fupported the RobONlrere, for Length and Thick- 
nefs, beyond Imagination; and fo were the ornamental 'Aclditions toward the finifliint of 
the Work. There were a World of Chambers with commodious Paflages, and Cc»ntri- 
vances innumerable; for Sight as well as Convenience; the whole being magnidceotfy 
fet out and furni(hed, with all the Advantages of Gold and Silver, and whativv^rclfe wail 
precious. There were alfo Porches and Gslltrics in Abundance, Icaoinj: in a kir d df 
Circle from one to another, and in each of them a Row of Pillais. Nuvv for th Dis- 
tances betwixt thole Pillars that lay to the open Air, nothing could be nor. agre.able 
than the Profpe^t of fo many Groves and Nuricries of fo many (evei;^ PJ^i^is; Jciig and 
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plcafant Walks, bcfct with Ciftcrns, Fountains, Pipes and brazen Figures to fpout out 
Water ; with Volaries of tame Pigeons gathering about it for Rcfrcfhoicnt. But it i% 
impoflible for any Man to do this Palace Right in the Dcfcription of it ; befide that my 
Heart bleeds at th€ very Thought of the Story, to confider what a Devaftation hath been 
made here by an impious Crew of Incendiaries and Traitors. For this Conflagration 
was not the Work of the Romans, but of a Band of wicked Mifcreants, as we have al- 
ready obferved upon tl^ Beginning of this Sedition, who burnt all from the Fort Antoniaj 
and then carrying it on to the Palace, fct Fire to the Roofs of the three Towers. 

The Temple was built, as I faid, upon a very hard Rock, which was fo ftcep on all 
Hands, that at firft there was fcarce Ground fufficient on the Top of it for the Temple, 
and the Inclofure that w^s to be about it. But when King Solomon ercfted this Fabric, 
he ordered the running up of a Wall to the Eaftward of it, to keep up the Earth : And 
having fo far fecured it, he built a Porch upon the Rampart. There was not as yet 
any other Fortification ; but the People carrying up Earth from time to time afterwards 
to fupply the Dcfcifl, the Hill came by Degrees to be inlarged. They brake down, 
fome time after this, the North-Wall, and took in as much Ground there too, as fervcd 
in time to come for the Foundation of the whole Temple. 

The Defign fucceeding fo much beyond Expeftation, they incompaiTed the Hill with 
three Walls ; but with a prodigious Expence of Time and Treafurc ; for it was not only 
a Work of many Ages ; but the whole Mafs of religious Oblations from all Parts of all 
the World, to the Honour and Service of God and his Worfhip, was fpent upon this 
Undertaking, reckoning the Charge as well of the upper as of the lower Temple ; 
which latter was ercded upon a Foundation of three hundred Cubits deep, and in fomc 
Places more ; but the Depth did not appear, in regard that the Valley was now filled 
up to the very Level of the Streets in the City. The Stones provided for this mighty 
Undertaking, were of forty Cubits in Length ; which gave them to underftand, that 
there w*as nothing impoflible where there was Money and 6dod-will; and that CoQ« 
ftancy. Time, and Patience, could work Miracles. 

As the Foundations were wonderful, fo the Dignity of the ^perftruAure was not 
inferior to that of the Ground Work. The Galleries above were all double, upheld by 
Pillars of white Marble all of a Piece, and five and twenty Cubits in Height, and wainf- 
eoted with Cedar; which, for the Curiofity of the Work, and the Smoothnefs of the 
Grain, was a delightful Entertainment to the Spedtator, without need of any additional 
Ornaments either of Painting or Carving. They were all thirty Cubits over, and fix 
Stadia the whole Compafs of them, including the Tower Antonia. In the open Air, 
where there was no Covering over-head, the Ground was paved and chequered with all 
Sorts of Stones: But the Way to the fecond Temple was lined on each Hand with 
Slone-Baluflires, delicately wrought and poliflied, of three Cubits high. In this Pafl!age 
there were alfo feveral Pillars orderly difpofed, with Infcriptions and Precepts upon 
them in Latin and Greek, upon the Subject of Continence and Ch&ftity, and forbiding 
Strangers to enter into that holy Place. For the fecond Temple was called holy, and 
it was fourteen Steps above the firft. The Figure of it was four-fquare, with a Wall 
of its own; which, though forty Cubits without^ was yet but five and twenty Cubits 
Numb. i8. N n * withlo.^ 
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within, the Place being covered with the Steps that led to mount it. Now this Wall 
being built upon an Advance-ground with Stairs to it. Part of the Infide was fo blinded- 
with the Mountain that it could not be difcerned. 

At the Top of thefe fourteen Steps, there was a plain Level of three hundred Cubits 
up to the Wall ; and from thence, five Steps more to the Gates of the Temple, Therc^ 
were alfo four from the North, as many from the South, and two from the Eift. 

The Women had an Oratory, or a worfhipping Place by tj|pmfelvcs ; with a Par* 
tition-Wall to it, and two Gates; one to the South, the other to the North; which 
were the two only Paflages of Entrance to the Women ; neither were they permitted 
to pafs their own. For that Place was free indifferently to Women, Inhabitants, as* 
well as 5tr,angers, that came thither upon Devotion. The Well Side of it was a dead 
Wall, without any Door at alL Betwixt the aforefaid Gates, and over-againft the 
Wall within, near the Trcafury, there were Galleries with {lately Pillars to fupport 
them; plain and fimple, and not much inferior to thofe below. 

Some of thefe Gates were plated all over with Gold and Stiver; Pofts, Front and all; 
but there was one, without the Templp, of Corinthian Brafs ; which is much the richer 
Metal of the three. There were double Doors to every Gate, each thirty Cubits high^ 
and fifteen broad. They were wider within,, and Withdrawing Rooms on each Hand, 
of thirty Cubits fquare, after the Manner of Turrets, and upward of twenty Cubits high^ 
and ea^h of them borne up with Pillars of twelve Cubits in Thicknefs, the other Gates 
being of the fame Dimenfions in Proportion. As to the Corinthian Portal on the Bad 
Side of the Temple, where the Women came in, it was undoubtedly the largeft, and 
the mod: magnificent of them all ; for it was fifty Cubits hig^ tl}e Gates forty ;: and 
the Gold and Silver Plates upon it more fubftaotial than thofe that Alexander, the Fa«^ 
ihcr of Tiberius, laid upon the other .nine. There wore fafteen Steps from the Wall 
that parted the Men and the Women, to the great Gate; which was five fliort of thofe 
that led to the other Gates. 

The Temple itfelf; that is to fay, the holy Temple or Sanctuary, was placed' in the 
Middle with twelve Stairs up to it. The Height of it was a hundred Cubits,, and the 
Breadth, as many in the Front; but backward, it wanted forty of the Number* For 
upon the Entrance, there were two Additions raifed (like two Shoulders) of twenty 
Cubits each. The Height of the firft Gate was feventy Cubits, and five and twentj^ 
over; but it had no Doors to it, being a Figure of Heaven,, open and vtfible to the 
whale World. The Front and Outfides of It were all over gilded;, and nothing to be 
fcen in the Infide of the Temple neither, which had>not likewife a dazling L|illrc. 

The inner Part of it was divided into two Partitions. The firft of them in fight was 
open to the Top, which was ninety Cubits in Height, forty in Length,.. and twenty 
over. The Infide of the Gate was, as I faid, plated all over with Gold, and the Wall 
gilded every where about it. There were alfo Leaves and Branches of Vines ovur-head,' 
and huge Clufters of Grapes that hung dangling down, betwixt five and fix Feet deep, 
all of Gold coo. The other Partition ot the Temple being ciclcd above, appeared the 
lower of the two. The Doors to it were of Gold, five and fifty Cubits in Height, and 
fixteen broad, with a Piece of Babylonia^. Tapcfiry banging before them, of the fame 
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Dimcnfions, and interwoven with Blue, Purple, and Scarlet, moft artificially put to- 
gether, and wrought to Admiraiion. And the Mixture was not a bai*e Curiofity neither, 
but a mylHcal Allufion to the four Elements, either by the Colours, or by the Matter 
they were made of; the Scarlet rcprefenting the Fire, the Silk, the Earth that produced 
it ; the Azure, the Airy 'and the Purple, the Sea from whence it comes. So that this 
Veil, or Hanging, waSj^'in little, an Emblem of the Univerfe, only excepting the 
celeflial Signs. 

This Entrance leads*you into the lower Part of the Temple 5 the Height and Length 
cf it fixty Cubits, and the Breadth twenty. This Length of fixty Cubits was then 
fubdivided into two unequal Parts, one ot forty Cubits, and the other of twenty. The 
former Part of forty Cubits, had in it the three wonderful Rarities that had been cele- 
brated over the whole World, the Candleftick, the Table, and the Altar of Incenfe. 
The C^dleftick had feven Branches (all out of the fame Stem)' with feven Lights, re- 
prefenting the feven Planets. The twelve Loaves of Shew-bread upon the Table pointed 
at the twelve Signs in theZodiack, and the Courfe of the Year. By the thirteen Sorts 
X)f Perfumes in the Cenfer upon the Altar of Incenfe (divers of thcfe Odours being ex-* 
traded out of the Deep of the inhofpitable Sea) we are given to underftand, that God 
is Mafter of the Univerfe, and that all Things are made for his Honour and Service. 

The inner Part of the Temple being only twenty Cubits in Height, was divided by 
a Veil alfo from the other, and nothing at all in it ; neither was any Man permitted to 
enter in, or fo much as look into it ; and it was called the Sanctuary, or the Holy of 
Holies. Upon the Sides of this lower Temple there were feveral Lodgings, leading 
from one to another, with three Stories over-head, and Paffages into them out of the 
great Portal. Now the upper Part being narrower than the other, could not 
have the Convenience of the fame Order of Chambers; but it was forty Cubitshigher, 
though the lefs fplendid of the two. The Height, in fine, upon the whole, was a 
hundred Cubits, and the Plan only fixty. 

The Beauty and Curiofity of the Temple, on the Outfide, was agreeable and charm-- 
ing beyond Imagination, being faced every where, with fubflantial golden Plates that 
fparkled like the Morning-Sun ; and every Jot as dazling to the Eye to gaze upon them. 
Where there was no Gilding, the Structure was all fo delicately white, that it looked 
at a Diftance to Travelers like a marble Mountain, or a Pillar of Snow. 

The Roof of the cTemple was covered and armed all over with pointed Spikes of 
Cold, to keep off the Birds from neftling upon it and fouling it. There were a great 
many Stones in this Building, of forty-five Cubits long, five in Height, and fix Cu- 
bits broad. 

The Altar before the Temple was fifteen Cubits high, and forty fquarcj and four 
Angles to it like Horns. The Afcent to this Altar was on the South ^i^^and very 
difficult by reafon of the Declivity of the Paflagc. There came no HathliK*iipDn it, 
por any Iron-Tool in the working of it. ^f!r^ 

There was a Partition raifed of .Stonc-work, curioufly wrought, and of one Cubit 
in Height, inclofing the Temple and the Altar, and feparating the People from the 
Priefi^. f 
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No People troubled with the Gonorrhoea, and no Lepers were fufFercd, either in the 
Temple or in the City. No Women to come near the Tempic in the Time of tbcir 
C ourfes ; and even when they are over,, not to pafs further than as we have laid above. 
Neither were Men allowed to enter the inner Temple without being firft purified, and 
evqn then alfo, they were not to mingle with the Priefts. it 

Tbofe of the facerdotal Race that were hindered by any Dcfcdl frony the Exercifc of 
their Function, took their Places yet with thofe that had none, and had- their Allow* 
ances in common with the reft; only under the Dtftindion of a Lay-habit: For no 
Man is allowed to wear the Veftmcnts of a Pricft^ but he tha4 afkully executes the 
Office. 

The Priefts thatferved in the Temple and at the Altar, were to bcPcrfons exemplary 
in their Lives and Converfations^. and without either Scandal or Biemiih ; Their Clothe 
ing, fine Linen; temperate and abftemious in their eating and drinking, for the Re* 
verence of the holy Fundion. The High-Pricft went up with the other Priefts to the 
Altar every feventh Day, and upon the firft Day of every Month, and upon all public 
anniverfary Feftivals; where he officiated in a VeiJ girt about him, and hanging down 
over Part of his Thighs ; with a Linen Veil under it, that reached down to the Ground r 
And over both thefe, he wore a large Violet coloured Garment, fringed at the Bottom; 
and goMen Bells and Pomegranates interchangeably faftened to it : The Bells reprc- 
fenting the Thunder, and the other,, the Lightning. His Pcdoral was tied about 
him with party-coloured Ribbons 5 as gold Colour> Purple, Scarlet, Linen and Violet r 
Which were the Colours alfo, as I have faid already, of the Veils of the Temple. 

The Mixture of the Ephod was the fame too, only more of Gold in it ; and in the 
Shape of it, not much unlike that of a Breaft-piece. It was bound together with two 
golden Buckles in the Figure of Afps, and fet with Sardonyx Stones^ the largeft and the 
richeft that were to be got, with the Names of the twelve Tribes of Ifrael'infcribed 
upon them. There were alfo four Rows of precious Stones, hanging down in the Order 
of three and three ij\a Row : That is to fay r '^ Sardonyx, Topaz, Emerald, Carbuncle, 
Jafpar, Sapphire, Agar,. Amethyft, a Lynx Stone, Onyx, a Beryl„ and a Chryfolite^ 
with the fame Names upon them refpeftively as before. 

He had upon his Head a filken Tiara, with a Crown over it of Violet Colour; and 
another Crown over that of Gold; with the facred Vowels engraven upon it. 

The High-Prieft's every Day's Habit was not fo rich and magnificent ; but this was 
only made ufe of for the Solemnity of once a Year, and that for him alone top^ and 
when he entered into the Holy of Holies ; which Day was ftrldily obferved as a re- 
ligious Faft. But I ftiall have Occafion hereafter, and elfewhere, to be more particular 
upon the Subjc^St of the City, the Temple, and our Laws and Cuftoms; as there ftiall 
be Occafion for it. 

The Fortrefs of Antonia was built in an Angle betwixt the two Galleries of the firft 
Temple, looking V\(ftft and North. It was raifed upon a Rock of fifty Cubits in 
Ht:ight; inacccflibly fteep on all Hands; and, in fine, Herod's Mafter-piccc, both for 
Magnificence and Contrivance. The Rock was faced and crufted with thin Scales of 
Marble from the Bottom to the Top, both for Ornament and for Security-fake 5 for it 

was 
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was fo fllppery, that there was no going up or down. This Tower was inclofed with 
a Wall only of three Cubits high; and within that Compafs flood the Caftle of Aik- 
tonia of forty Cubits; with the 8tate, Splendor and Conveniencics of a Court, Lodg- 
ings, and OfHces for all Purpofes; fpacious Halls, and Places of Parade for the Uie and 
Service of a Camp. So that for Matter of Neceflaries, it was rather a City than a 
Fort ; and for the Magnificence, it looked like a Palace. It was, upon the whole, tlic 
Refemblancc cf a Tower, and incompafTcd with four other Towers at equal Diltanccs 
one from another, and one from every Corner: Three of them of fifty Cubits in Height ; 
and the fourth that looked to the South and Eaflward, of fcventy Cubits ; and from 
thence they had the View of the whole Temple. From the Place where the Galleries 
joined, there were upon the right and left two Pair of Stairs ; which ferved for a Paf- 
fage to the Soldiers into the Temple: For when the Romans were Matters of Jerufa- 
lem, there were Guards pofled flill upon that Quarter to prevent Seditions upon their 
public Fcftivals and Meetings. The Temple commanded the City, as Antonia com- 
manded the Temple. This Place had a Guard upon it, and Herod's Palace was as 
good as a Fort to the. upper Town, The Mountain Bezeth (the top Mountain of them 
all) was cut off^ as I faid before, from Antonia, and joined to Part of the new Town : 
Bciide that it was the only Blind upon the North Side of the Temple. This is all I 
have to fay at prcfent of the City and the Walls; being to fpeak further of them 
heccafter; 



CHAP. vir. 

Simon 15,000 firong^ John /« TojfeJJion of the Temple. Simon Mafler of 
the upper Town ,- and Monobazus, of the Hill Acra, The Romans at the 
Gates ; and the FaB'totis in the Town as violent as ever. .-Titus views the 
Tlace where to give the AJfault. Nicanor bafely wounded ^ tf/?^ Titus me- 
ditates a Revenge. A Siege refolved upott^ and the Manner of it. Titus 
orders three Attacks. The Factions fall heavy upon the Roman Engineers,. 
Titm fupports tie Machines. The Romans vjorfied by Surprife: But a 
'Party of the Alexandrians recover the Honour of the Day. Titus fni/bes 
the Pf^ork. John the Idixirnxdin Jlain by an Arabian. 

SIMON had a Body of ten thoufand Men, bcfiAe Idumsans j which were five 
thoufand more j fifteen thoufand in all : Ten thoufand of them under fifty Cap- 
tains, and Simon hiinfelf the Commander in Chief; the other five thoufand under 
twenty Oflicers j and thc(e were the mod daring mutinous Part of the whole Faftion. 
The Principals aihong them, were James the Son of Sofa?, and Simon the Son of 
Cathlas. 

John 
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John was now in Poflclfion of the Temple with fix thouCmd Men under the Com« 
mand of twenty Captains 3 and there came in to him (all C^arrels apart) four- and 
twenty hundred of the Zelotes; who lifted themfclves under ^leazar^ whom they had 
formerly ferved, and Simon the Son of Jair, 

In this Oppofition of the two Parties, the People were ^a common Booty, and the 
lead Seditious were a Prey to them both. Simon was now Mafter of the upper Town, 
and the great Wail as far as Cedron. and fo likewife of the old Wall that miqs out to 
Siloe; and then bending to the Eaftward goes on to the PaFaceof Monot^^^us. This 
Monobazus was the King of the Adiabenians, a People beyond Euphrates. He was 
pofleflcd alfo of the Hill Acra, the Seat of the lower Town, as far as the royal Reiideocc 
of Helena the Mother of Monobazus. 

John all this while had the Command of the Temple, and fome Places about itj but 
for Ophlas, and the Vale of Cedron, and what lay betwixt him ^nd Simon, it was all 
confumed to Aflies, and of no other Ufe or Service than for a Field of Battle. Thp 
Romans were at this Time drawn up before the very Gates ; and yet the Sedition withio 
the Walls as hot as ever. The Enemy's prefling upon them brought them now and 
then, by Fits, to their Senfcs again : But upon the leaft Interval of a Breathing- while, 
they prcfently relapfed and brake out into Factions and Divisions among themfelvesj 
contending afrcfh again upon the Foot of their former Prcicnfions. Now this was the 
greatcft Service to the Romans they could have done them in the World ; for they 
treated one another worfc than they were treated by the common Enemy : Having this 
Comfort yet in their Mifcry, that they had no new Calamity to fear. They were rut 
to harder Extremities, 'tis true, before the City was totally deftrpyed^ but the Romans 
did yet a greater Thing than the taking of the Place : For whereas the Sedition did but 
dcftroy the City, they deftroyed the very Sedition j which was a far greater Work than 
the bare demolifhing'of the Walls. So that, upon the Short of the whole Matter, the 
Jews themfelves brought this Ruin upon their own Heads, and the Romans were only 
the Executioners of divine Juilice upon them for their Impieties ^ as will better appear 
in what follows. 

While Matters were at this Pafs in the City, Titus, with a Party of choice Horfe, 
took the whole Tour of the Walls; to confider upon what Quarter it lay mod cxpofcd 
to an Attack. There was no coming at it he faw, for either. Hbrfe or Fooi", by the 
Way of the Valleys; and on the other Side, the firft Wall was fo firm, that there was 
no good to be done upon it by Battery. He bethought himfelf a while, and. after a 
little Paufe, pitched upon that Part of the Line toward the Sepulchre of John the High- 
Prieft, as the Place that lay the mod expofed to an Aflault; both as the firft Wall was 
lower there, and likewife cut off from the fecond Wall; having negleAed the fortifying 
of that Place, in regard that the new City was not as yet peopled enough to attend it: 
Befide that they might pafs from tbence to the third Wall, and fo to the upper Town; 
and, with the Help of Antonia, take the very Temple itfelf. 

While Titus was confidering and weighing thefe Things within himfelf a particular 
Friend of his, Nicanor, by Name, was wounded in the left Shoulder by an Arrow 
from the VVall ; as he was labouring with Jofeph (being an excclknt Speaker^ to bring 

the 
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the Jews over to defire a Peace. Titus was fo tranfportcd at the ungrateful Bitternefs 
of twfc People toward their beft Friends and Advifers, that he immediately took up a 
Refolution of befieging the Town in Form, and taking it by Force. Upon this, he 
gave the Soldiers the Pillage of the Suburbs; ordering them to make ufe of theRubbifli 
and Ruins for Works and Platforms. He divided his Army into three Bodies ; affign- 
rng to all his Troops their Work and Stations. He difpofed of his Archers and Slingers 
upon the Mounts, in the Middle of the Body ; with Engines to cad Stones and other 
Shot before them ;. which ferved them to two Purpofes, either to repel the Enemy's 
Sallies, or to hold them in Play upon the Walls. The Trees were all cut down, and 
the Suburbs laid naked in an Inftant ; and the Timber employed upon Fortifications. 
All Hands, in fine, were at Work on the Roman Side; and the Jews were not idle 
neither. 

The People that had Been formerly expofed to Robberies and Murders, finding the 
Fadlion lb wholly taken up in their own Defence, began to flatter themfelvcs with 
fome Profpcdl of Eafc, in the very hope that the Romrans themfelves if they got the 
better of it, would efFcdiually revenge their Quarrel ; by putting it into their Power 
to do themfelves Juftice. John's People made a very vigorous Oppofition to the Be- 
^egers ; but he himfelf durft not ftir out of the Temple for fear of Simon. Now 
Simon being pofted next the Enemy, was never out of Aftion. He planted all along 
the Wall the Shot and Engines that he had formerly taken from Ccftius, and out of the 
Fort of Antonia. But his People made little Advantage of it, for want of underftand- 
ing the right Ufe and Management of them; only fome little Skill they had got from 
here and there a Deferter among them. But yet the Jews made ufe of them however,, 
to gall- the Enemy from the Ramparts, with Stones and Arrows : Sallying out alfo itv 
fmall Parties, and coming to handy Blows with the Romans : Who, on the other Side, 
covered their Workmen with Hurdles and Gabions. The Roman Legions had every 
ene of them wonderful Machines, to difappoint the Infults of an Enemy : The tenth 
cfpecially ; not only fo»- the calling of larger Stones, but for thro>ving them farther. 
Every Stone was of a Talent Weight ; and did Execution not only at Hand, but to 
the Top of the Walls or Ramparts ; though it were at a Furlong Diftance : And where 
it fell, it carried a whole File before it. The Jews were feveral Ways advertifed of thefe 
Stones: Firff, as they were white and eafily difcerned in their Paflage; fecondly, by 
the Noife they made in the Air; and thirdly, by the Notice that was given from thofe 
that were fet to watch them; for there were People placed up and down upon the 
Towers to obfirrve the playing of thefe Engines; and ftill as any of them were difcharged, 
the Watch-man cried out in his Mother's Tongue, THE STONE COMES; which 
gave every Man Time to look to himfelf,. and get out of Harms-way. The Romans 
after this, difcolbured the Stones that they might not be difcovered in their Courfe ; and 
by the Help of that Invention, killed ^.feveral Jews fometimrs at one Blow. But this 
was not enough yet to divert the Jews from oppofing the Progrefs of the Romans in 
their Fortifications; for they perfiiled Night and Day in doing all that was poflible to 
be done, by Policy and Courage, to obftrudl their Proceeding. 

So fiion as the Romans had compleated their Work«», they caft down a Line and 
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Plummet to take Mcafurc of the Diftance betwixt the Mount and the Wall: Which 
could not be done otherwifc; fur there was no abiding near it for the Shot and Darts 
that were fliowercd down from above. When they found the Place juA fit for the 
Rams, Titus ordered them to be brought up^ and the other Machines to be advanced 
nearer the Wall, that they might have more Liberty to play: And hereupon, they fct 
three Batteries at Work at a Time upon three feveral Parts of the Wall. The terrible 
Knocking of ihcfe Engines was heard all over the City, with the Cries of Citizens upon 
the Terror of its and the Faftion itfelf trembling under the Apprehenfion. The di- 
vided Members of this Sedition, binding themfelves now to be all under one common 
Danger, bethought themfelvcs of joining in one common Defence: Crying out one to 
another, that at this Rate they were only doin^ the Enemies Work; arid if they could 
not agree among themlclves for good and all, it would behove them however at prefent 
to join unanimouHy in a Confederacy again/l the Romans. Simoo, upon this« feot 
away a Herald to thofe that had fliut themfelvcs up in the Temple; with Commiffioa 
to teJl them, that fo many of them that had a Mind to quit the Temple^ and advance 
to the Wall, they had free Liberty to do it. John did not much confide in the good 
Faith of the MciT^e ; but left his People to their own Freedom. 

The Factions joined immediately upon this Overture ; and, all old Grudges apart, 
marched diredlly up to the Walls in a full Body. So foon as they had pofted themfelvcs 
for their Purpofe, they fell to Work with their Fires and Torches upon the Roman 
Engines : Prtfling furioufly alfo upon thofe that had the ordering of them, and plying 
them with Darts and other Weapons t)f Offence without IntermifTion. In this Heat of 
Rage and Refolution, the Jews leaped down defperately from the Walls in Troops, 
upon the very Engines, tore off their Covers, and brake in upon the Guarda that were 
fet to defend them. 

But Titus, that never failed his Friends in a Time of Need, clapt a Party of Horfe 
and Archers upon the Guard of the Machines to keep off the Fire, and holding the 
Jews in Play upon the Walls, to leave the Engineers at Liberty to do Execution. But 
all this Battery made little or no ImprcfTion yet : Only the Ram of the fifth Legion 
ihook the Corner of a Tower, but without ainy Damage to the Wall itfelf; for the 
Tower being much higher than the WalU it tumbled down without drawing any Part 
of the Wall after it. 

The Jews having for fome ^ort Time intermitted their Sallies, the Romans took it 
to be either out of Fear or Wearinefs; and &> went their Way careleQy up aad down as 
in a State of Security. But the Jews taking Notice of this from the Town, and how 
the Romans were fcattered and out of Order ; made a furious Excuriion upon them 
out of a Sally- Port from the Tower Hippicos : Set fire to their Works, and in the Heat 
of this Succefs, pufhcd the Befiegers back to their very Camp. The Alarum paffed 
immediately through the whole Army, and the Romans far and near drew prefently to- 
gether to the Relief of their Companions : But the daring Hardinefs of the Jews was 
not yet able to fupport itfelf againft the Difcipline of the Romans. They over-ran at 
firft all that they met withal ; attacking thofe that they found in a Body. But the Pinch 
of the Conflict was about the Engines ; how to burn them on the one Side« and to fave 

them 
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them on the other. TJie Air was torn with uncertain Outcrties from both Parts : And 
this Encounter upon the Shock, coft many a brave Man his Life. But the Jews were 
much the bolder and the more adventurous of the two. The Fire had by this Time 
laid hold of the Machines : And they had certainly been dcftroycd with all that be- 
longed to them, if they had not been fupported by a choice Party of Alexandrian 
Troops; who behaved themfelves that Day to a Miracle, and had a great Share in the 
Honour of the Action. 

Thefe Troops gave the Jews a Stand ; 'till the General himfclf, with a brave Body 
of Horfe, brake in upon them. He cut down twelve Men with his own Hand, and 
drove the reft before him into the City. This Exploit was the faving of the Engines. 

There was a Jew taken alive upon this Encounter; whom Titus ordered to be cru- 
cified in Sight of the Walls; to try how far fuch an exemplary Terror might work 
upon them. But for all this, after his Departure, one John, an IdumaDan Officer, as 
he was talking with a Soldier of his Acquaintance before the Walls, was (hot with an 
Arrow quite thorough the Heart by an Arabian; to the great Grief of all that knew 
him, Jews and Zelotes: Having the Reputation of a worthy Man to all Purpofes, both 
for Wifdom and Valour. • 



CHAP. viir. 

A tumult occajioned by the Fall of a Toiver in the Night. The Jcw^/ear 
nothing elfe. The Ram made the firft Breach. The Jews quit the firfi 
Wall, and betake them/elves to the fccond. They make feveral bold Sallies. 
The Dijcipline of the Romans is too hard for the hot-headed Rajhnefs of 
the Jews, The Jews are Troof againfl all Hardjhips. Simon j Men had 
aftrangc Veneration for their Majler. A glorious A8i on ^Longinus. 

THERE happened the next a moft dreadful Tumult in the Roman Camp. 
Titus had ordered the raifing of three Towers of fifty Cubits in Height, to be 
created upon their feveral Ramparts; fo as to have the Command of the Town Wall. 
In the dead of the Night one of thefe Towers fell of itfelf down to the Ground, with 
fo dreai'ful a Clatter, that the Surprifc frightened and alarmed the whole Army. The 
Romans Ciuld not tell what to make of it; but ran prefently to their Arms, and put 
all the Legions into a Confufion, and a kind of Uproar. Some fancied the Jews might 
have a Hand in it: Some, in fine, furmifing one Thing, fome another; 'till they came 
in the End (n(» Entmy appesring) to have a Jealoufy one of another, and every Man to 
dicmand the WORD of his -next Neighbour, with the fame Formality and Striftnefs 
as if the Jews ha i been in Poffcffion of the Camp. They lay under the Conllernatioa 
of this panic Terror, 'till Titus had learnt out the whole Matter, and made the Truth 
of it public by Proclamation over the whole Camp. This, with much ado, put an 
End to that Commotion. 

Numb. i5. O o The 
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The Jews all this while kept up their Hearts againft all other Difficalties: bm t<tav' 
of the Towers; which was in Truth not to be difputedor avoided. Fromthofe Tur- 
rets they were galled with all Sort€ of Machines, Archers, Slingers^ 850. ar.d' ncr 
Remedy. For firft it was impoffible for them to carry up their Platforms- to rheMbighr 
of thcCc Towers; and then they were too ftrong and too heavy to be over-turned : A«nd- 
there was no burning of them neither; for they were all plated over with Iron. So 
that all the Jews had to do was to get out of the Reach of the R:oman Darts» Arrows 
and Stones; without making any Oppofition to the Force of the Rams; which, by 
little and little, and the Shock of repeated Strokes, in the Conclufion aid the Work. 
The Romans had one terrible Machine, which, the Jews called Nicon, or the Conque- 
ror; and it was this Ram that made the firft Brf^ach. The befiegedwcre by this Time 
fo fpent with watching and fighting, [having been upon Duty all Night] that betwixt 
Levity and ill Advice, they came to an Agreement among themfelves to quit the firft 
Wall; having two other yet to truft to. Upon this, they retired, and' the Romans 
mounted the Breach that Nicon had made: And after that opened the G^tes to the 
whole Army; the Jews being all withdrawn to the fecond Wall. It was now the 
feventh of the Month Artemifius, when the Romans made themfelves Maftfers- of the 
firft Wall: The grfeafer Part of it they dcftrt^ycd ; and fo likewife the North Quarter 
of the Town, which Ceftius had ravaged betbre. ■" 

Titus being now removed to a Place they called they AfTyrianCamp, pofTcfled him- 
fclf of all betwixt that and the Valley of Ccdron ; fomevvhat more than a Bow-Shot 
from the fecond Wall: Refolving from ihcnce to brgin his Attack; which he went 
in hand with immediately. The ]cv,'s pofted themfelves orderly upon the Wall, and 
made a gallant Refiftance, John and his Companions commanded in the Fortrefs 
Antonia, ind the North Side of the Temple from the Sepulchre of Alexander. Si- 
mon and his Party maintained the Pafiagc from the Monument of John the Hij^h- 
Prieft to the Gate by which Water is conveyed to the Tower of Hippicos. The 
Jews made feveral defperate Sallies, and came many Times to a clofe Fight wi:h 
the Romans, Hand to Hand; but theRnm:in Difcipllne was too hard for the ur-.fkilful 
Temerity of the Jews, and beat them back with Lofs : Only upon the Walls they 
had the better of them. The Romans had both Fortune and Conduit on their Side; 
but the Jews fupporrird .themfelves by a kind of defpairing Roughnefs, and by a natural 
Hardnefs againft either Fatigue or Danger. And it is further to be confidered, that 
the Jews fought for Life and Safety ; the Romans, for Victory and-Honour : And they 
were neither of ih;.m to be tired out; for Approaches, Alfaults, Sailits, Ff)rlorns> 
and Combats of all Sorts, were their daily Excrcifes They began with the Peep of 
Day, and fo continued lill Night parted them: When both Sides were kept wakirjr; 
the one for Fear of their Walls; the other for fear of their Camp ; all Night in Arms, 
and the next Morning by Day-light ready for a Battle. The Jews valued themfJvts lb 
much u|>un the Contempt o\ Death and Hazards, that they made dii Emu'ati-n of it 
who (lv.)\i!d dare moftj as the only Way to ingratiate themfelves with their Superiors. 
Such was the Fear and Reverence ihey had for Sinjon, that all and -very Man that he 
had ?bout him would have died at his Feet, if hehad but faid the Word; nay^ and 
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:bave4>ecfa their own ^^[gputloners too. Now for the Romans, they were Co wonted to 
Vidlory, that they did not know what it was to be overcome. So that they needed no 
other Encouragement to do bravely, than Experience and Succefs: Befide, that War 
was familiar and habitual to them, by the continual Exercife of Ar4nsjn jthe Service of 
a glorious Empire ; which, with the Prefence and Afliftance of a martial Prince, over 
and above all the reft, could not but infpire them with a more than c^jdinary Courage. 
What could be more infamous than Cowardice, with a martial Emperor for a Witncfs 
oj" it? Or what more charming on the other Side, than the Honour and Reward that 
naturally follows great Adlions, in the Bounty and Efteem of Caefar? This Ardor and 
Ambition of Men's fignalizing themfelves, tranfported feveral heroical Spirits, 'tis true> 
into the Attempt^pf Things extravagant, and beyoTid their Force. 

There was atr-this Time a ftrong Body of the Jews drawn up before the Walls, and 
they were come already within Diftance of exchanging Blows and Lances with the Ro- 
mans. In this Inftant of Time, one of the Roman Horfemen, (Longinus by Name) 
fpurred into the Middle of the Enemy's Army; where he killed too of the beftMcn they 
had: One of them he flruck through the Jaws with his Lance, and he ran the other 
through the ^ody afterward with the fame Weapon ; coming oflF to his Party at laft 
without a Wound. He made himfelf famous by this Adtion, and. j)rovoked others to 
a generous Emulation of following his Example, the Jews alt this while were fo in- 
tent upon doing Mifcbief, that they never heeded what they fuffered: and reckoned upon 
Death as nothing, if they had but one Life in exchange for another. But Titus had an 
Eye upon the faving of his Men, as well as the gaining of a Vi<flory; and looked up 
the Heats of an inconfiderate Rafhnefs, but as another Sort of Defperation: Neither 
would h€ allow any Exploit for true Valour, that was not governed by Caution and 
Prudence, and with the Icaft Danger toourfclves, and the molt to our Enemies, 

iflfc 

CHAP. LX. 

Caftor, a boldy a crafty, and a treacherous ]q\v. He defies a Treaty, and 
^\tu% embraces the Motion. Ibeivhok Story a Cheat from firjl to lafl^ 
Caftor makes an Efcape fron\ the very Flames. Mljlaken Mercy is Cm- 
elty. 

THE Ram being now pointed againft the Middle of the "JTower on the North Side 
of the City; Titus poured in fuch Showers of Arrows upon the Defendants, 
that they all quitted their Ports ; only one fly crafty Jew, whofe Name was Caftor, and 
ten of his People with him, lay /kulking behind ^ the Battlcnjenis. But when th^-y 
had lain ftill a-while, they felt a Shock that made the Tower ftn/.'<^cr under them. 
Upon this, they got up; and Caftor in the Language, Pdfture and Tone of a Suppli- 
cant, addrtfled himfelf to Titus fur Quarter, and !jcgj,ed his Pardon. Titus was fo 
good-natured as to fancy the Jews had now enough of the War, and fo put a Stop 
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both to the Battery and the *Archcrs; telling Caftor at the faq^ Time, thsl if he had 
any thing to lay, he was ready to hear him. Caftor made anfwer, that there was no- 
thing he delirecl fo much as a Treaty. With all my Heart, fays Tirusi and it all 
your CompaoioDS be of the fame Mind, I am ready to g'aiit you your Pardon. Upon 
this Offer, live of tlie ten pretended to join with Caftor; the other five cried out, 
that fo long as they might die free, they would never live Slaves. During this Djf- 
pute, there was nothing farther of Hoftility. But Caftor in the mean Time fends 
privately to Simon; to make the heft of his Time, and to confiilcr whatwasto.be 
done, and leave it to him to hold the Roman General in Hand a-while, undeMi^the 
Pretext of adviling his Companions to a Peace. Caftor did his Part fo to the life, ' 
that there were Swords drawn upon it. Blows given, and Men fcemingly killed: But 
the whole Story was a Cheat. 

Titus and thofe about him were all amazed at the inflexible Obftinacy and Boldnefs 
of the Jews; and not without a Compaflion for their Mifery: But beings upon the 
lower Ground, they Could not fee fo diftinftly what was done above. While this faf- 
fed, Caftor was wounded with air Arrow near his Noftrils; who prefcntly drawing it 
out, held it up to Titus, as an Appeal to him for Juftice. This Prin<ifc rcfented the 
Injury to fuch a Degree, that he bad Jofeph (ftanding next to him) go to Caftor^rom 
him, and give him all AfTuranccs in his Name of Amity and feir Quarter, jofeph 
begged hi^ ExCufe, and not only declined going upon that Errand himftlf ; but dif- 
fuaded his Friends alfo that would have gone: Tellirig them, that this pretended »Sub- 
miffion was a Treachery all over. But i'Eneas however, (one of the Deferters to the 
Romans) would needs be venturing for all this; efpecially upon Caftor's Invitation; 
who bad him bring fomewhat along with him lo put a Sum of Money in, that he in- 
tended to pjrefent him. iEneas was forward enough to go upon thefe Terms; and had 
no fooner put himfclf in a Pofture to receive the Prefent, but Caftor dropt a great 
Stone down from the Wall, which -^neas had much ado to avoid ; but it wounded 
the Man that ftood next him. This Treachery gave Titus to underftand the Danger 
of unfeafonable good Nature ; and that a fteady Rigour is the bcft Defence againft tair 
Words and plaufibic Pretenfions. So that to revenge himfclf upon Caftor and his 
Companions for the Affront they had put upon him, he betook himfelf to his Batte- 
ries again with greater Violence than before; ' When Caftor and his People found the 
Tower totterinjj;, and juft ready to fink under thtm, they put Fire to it; and fo made 
their ETcapes into a Vault through the very Flnmcs. This Evploit gave them a mighty 
Reputation among the Romans for Men of Rflbhition and Courage; upon an Opinion 
that in this Adtion they .were no other than Devotees. 

Titus made himfelf Mailer of this Part of the Wall within five Days after the 
taking of the firft : And now finding the Way open to the fccond Wall, he drc»ve out 
tlie K'ws b':forc iiiin; and with a ihoufand choice ivlrn entered the Town, am<.»n?- the 
C'Icthit.rs Hnr/ier-s Sales-Mt n, and all the crofs ^^arrow Paffiges up fo the V/all. 
Now if Tiius had Immediately broken down the grerftcr Part (/f this W.dl as by the 
Laws of V/iir he ii.ip^ht have done; the Vift My w^n^ld have coft him litiU cr nGihir>g: 
But confidcring th-j miferablc Necellitics of the Jew& on the one Hand, if ihcy ftuod 

it 
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it out» aAd the Secmty of their Retreat on the other Hand, if they had a Mind to 
be gone; Thus relented yet once again^ in Confidence that they would better bethink 
themfelveSy and never imagined that they could be fuch ungrateful Monfterfe as to be- 
tray a Man that had taken fo much Care for their Prefervation. 



CHAP. X. 

Titus a 7rhce of Tendernefs and Humanity. ^ The Sptte and Malice of 
the FaBions. A /harp Fight j and the Jews^^^/ the better of it. Ti- 
tus recovers the Day. 7 he Romans get the Jecond JVall^ and lofe it 
again* . 7 he Famine a greater Calamity than the fVar. 7 he fecond fVall 
holdltoid three Days ; and Titus majiers it upon the fourth. 

f I ^ITUS being now entered the Town, would not fufFcr fo much as one Prifo- 
J[ ner to be killed, or one Houfe to be burnt: And he was fo fair to the Fadlion 
themfelve« too; that if they had a Mind to fight it out, he left them at Liberty fo to 
do, provided only that they (hould not force and opprefs the People. He promifed 
the Inhabitants alfo, at the fame Time, to maintain them in their lawful PofTcnions, 
and to give them back again what had been taken from them. Thefe Propofals were 
generally acceptable; fome defiring the City might be fpared for their own Sakes; 
others, that the Temple might be Iparcd for the City's. But this Humii^y and Ten- 
fc dcrnels was all imputed by the Ruffian Part of the Faftion, to the want of Courage in 
T the General: For Titus, they faid, had only offered thefe Conditions, becaufe he de- 
fpaired of going through with his Work: The Faftion threatening Death at the fame 
f- Time, to any Man that (hould but open his Mouth for a Peace or a Treaty. The 
Romans wrre no loon er got into the Town, but the Jews annoyed them all Manner of 
Ways;. by blocking up the narrow Pafles; galling them from the Houfes, and forcing 
the Guati's ny oallics from the Walls to quit their Towers, jind retire to the Camp. 
Never fuch a Confufion and Outcry as betwixt the Soldiers within the Town, in the- 
Middle of their Enemies, and thofe without the Town for fear of their Companions 
within. Thr Jews being both more in Number, and better acquainted with the By- 
ways and fecret P^flages than the Romans; were too hard for ihem upon all En- 
counters: And thf: Breaches not being wide enough to march out mkny a-breaft, they 
were fo put to it in the Croud, that if Titus had not come in juft as he did, fcarce x 
Man of them h .d got off. But upon fetting a Body of Archers at the End of every 
Street; and Titus pofting himfclf flill where there was moft Danger^ wjth Domitius 
Sabinus for his Second (a hrave Man upon the Main^ and one that" did Wonders in 
that Adlion) they held the Jews in Play with their Darts and Lances, *till they, 
brought off their Men, under the Cover of that Diverfion.. Thus were the Remans^ 
after the gaining of the fecond Wall, beatea out again*. 

Tlie: 
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The refolute Part of the Citizens had the Vanity to flatter themfelves :upon this 
Succefs^ into a^ Opinion, either that the Romans would never dare to look them in 
the Fac&i^gfkinj or if ever it fliould come to a Battle, that they themfelves were in- 
vincible. Now if theie wicked Men had not been judicially infatuated, they wouUl 
have confidered that the Rcimans, which they had already defeated, were not a Hand« 
ful, to the* vafl Numbers they were yet farther to encounter: To fay nothing of thc 
Famine that ftill gained moie and more upon them every Day. For the public Ruin 
ferved hitherto only for the Nourifliment of thefe People, and the Blood ^f the Citin 
zens for their Drink. Good Men, in fine, fell into great Ncccflities; and not a .few 
died, even of Famine itl'elf: But the Lofs of thefe People was fome Sort of Confola- 
tion to the Fa<Stion, and they only wiflied well to thole that would have a War with 
the Romans. As to the reft, they looked upon them only as an ufelcfs, unprofitable 
Burden to the Public; and this was the Kindnels they hpid one for another. 

The Romans made another Attempt to recover the Wall again, which they had 
gotten and loft; and for three Days fucc^ffively, without Intcrmilfion, they plied the 
Aflault with one Attack upon the Neck of another, and were as valianily repulfcd. 
But on the fourth Day, Titus gave fo furious a Charge, that they were not able to 
ftand it any longer: And upon this Pufti, he got Polfcflion of the Wall; demolifhed 
the Northern Part of it, and immediately placed Garrilons in all the Towers to the 
Southward. 
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CHAP. XL 



Titus vi&uals and prepares for ABion. He tries Council and Argument 
as 'Well as Force. Jofeph harangues the Jews. yJ Jiarving Famine in the 
City. Inflances of GOD s Providence toward the Opprejfed. As in the 
Cafe of Pharaoh Necho. 1 he ^Egyptian Bondage. The TPlagues of 
jEgypt. The Aflyryans taken in the Ark. Sennacharib V mighty Army. 
Jerufalem deftroyed by Zedekiah. 7 he Story of Antiochus D|»phanes. 
GOD is merciful to the Tenitent. Jofeph i generous Rejigfiation. The 
Miferies of the Famine. Jerafalem -was effcBually burnt by the Jews, 

TITUS's. Heart was now fet upon ftorming the third Wall; but not looking 
upon it as a Work of Time or Difficulty, he bethought himfelf of trying what 
might be done by gentler Methods towards the bringing of them to their Duty and 
their Wits again; in Hope, that betwixt Force and Famine, they might be prevailed 
upon to hearken to better Counlt^l: For their Booty and Provifion was well-nigh ^nt, 
on the one hand ; and Titus in as much Eafj and Plenty as his Heart could with on 
the other: Infomuch that upon a Day of general Mufter, Titus ordered his Troops 
to be drawn up and paid in Sight of the Enemy; the Foot advancing with their 

Swords 
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Swords drawn ; and the led Horfes fo glorioufly capa?rifoned, that the whole Field 
fparklcd with Gold and Silvtr. Nothing, in fine, could have been a morb agreeable 
Sight to the Ronfians, or a mofc terrible one to the Jews; who wcrd. gotten in Swarms 
together upon the old Wall, on the North-fide ot the Town : Befide that, the Houfes 
wore all crowded, and the whole City covered with People gazing at the Bravery of 
this Pomp : Which was fuch, in (hort, that it ftruck a Damp into the verv hdldctt' ot 
the Jews; and would, in all Probability, have brought them over to the Romans, if 
they had not been confcious to themfelves of the Provocations and Affronts never to be 
forgiven; befide that it was certain Death on the other hand, to give over the Difputc. 
So that they rather chofe to die Jike Men of Honour by the Chance of War, than 
tamely by a Butchery. But the Fates had fo ordered it, that the Innocent were to fall 
with the Guilty, and the City itfelF with the Facftion. 

When Titus, after this, had pafTed away four Days in vidtualling his Camp, with- 
out any Aft of Hoflility, he divided his Army upon the fifth Day into two Bodies ; 
and finding no Dilpofition in the Jews to Peace, he fell to cafling up of Works againft 
the Fortrefs Antonia, near John's Monument, in Hope of gaining the upper Town 
from that Quarter, and then making himfclf Mafter of the Temple from Antonia: 
For without taking the Fort, the City was not to be maintained. Againfl each of 
thefe two Places, he advanced two Attacks, and ported a Legion at every Mount, to 
cover the Workmen. They that wrought next the Monument, were galled by the 
Jews, and by Simon's People; and the other againfl Antonia were yet harder put to it 
by John's Party, and his Band of Zclotes; who had both the higher Ground, and Jhe 
Advantage of their Machines, an Engine, which by daily Uk and Pradlice they were 
b now come perfedlly to underfland. They had three hundred Crofs-Bows, and forty 
^T Slings for Stones, which very much ^annoyed the Romans, and put a Check to the 
' Progrefs of their Dcfign. 

Titus did fo far prefume upon his Fortune, that he reckoned the Town as good as his 
own before-hand; but ftill howcvrr, as he plied the Siege on the one Hand, he did not 
forget to make Trial of Pcrluafion and Advice, as well as Force, to bring the Jews to 
Reafon on the other. And confidering that Words in many Cafes do more than Arms, 
he made it firfl his own Requefl to the Jews, to be kind to themfelves, only by putting 
a Place into h?ff Hands that he could force at Pleakire; and then Iclt the reft to Joleph, 
upon an Ojpinion that the Humanity of fuch an Office, from the Lips of their owu 
Countryman, and in their own Language, might probably find better Succcfs, Jofeph, 
in Purfuance of Titus's Commiflion and Appointment, took a Walk about the Town; 
and at laft making a Stand upon" a rifin^ Ground, within Hearing of the Enemy, and 
out of Reach of their Shot, he delivered himfelf to them in Words to this EfTedl: 

^* I am now to btfccch you, my dear Friends, ((ays Jofeph) as you love your Lives 
•* and Liberties, your City, your Temple, and your Country, to lei your Tendenicfs an- 
•' ptar upon ilii'i Occafi n, and learn to be merciful lo yourfelves from your very l-li-c- 
•* mies and Strangers. The Romans, you fee, have fo great a Veneration forhcly 
•' Ihings, tliat they make a Conlcience of laying; violent Hands upon any thing that 
*'' 18 lacrcdj and without pretending to any Part» or Luerefl in the Couununion : 

" \Vhcrea?> 
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** Whereas, inftead of defending the Religion you were brought up in, you are cngag- 

•* ed here in a diredt Confpiracy to fupprcfs it. Do you not fee that your Strengths are ■• 

** all beaten down already ; your Weakneflci cxpofed, and your Walls defenceless ; 

** and that in this Condition it is morally impoflible for you to hold out any longer a- 

** gainft fo formidable a Power ? Neither is it a new Thing (in Cafe of the worft) for 

** the Jews to be fubjedt to the Romans. It is a glorious Caufe, it is true, when Li- 

** bcrty is the Queftiow ; provided it be early enough, and before that Liberty is either 

•' forfeited or loft j but for People to talk of (baking off the Yoke, after they have 

'< once fubmitted to it, and continued in that Obedience till they became Slaves by 

** Prefcription, this is not the way to live free, but rather to die with Infamy. It 

•* would be a fcandalous Bondage indeed, to fcrve a Mafter, that a Man of Honour 

** would be afliamed to own ; but it is another Cafe to be fubjedt to a People that have 

*' the wliole World at their Feet. As where is that Spot in the Univerfe, that has 

** efcaped the Dominion of the Romans ; faving only where extreme Heats or Colds, 

** have rendered the Place intoleraMe and ufelefs. Fortune is efFtdlually gone over to 

** them J and the great Difpofer of Eiiipires himfelf, hath, in his Providence, at Pre- 

** fent, made Italy the Seatc^f the univcrfal Monarch. Befide that, it is according to 

** the fovereign Law of Nature, that governs in Beafts, as well as in Men, to give 

** Way to the ftrongcr, and to fubmit to the lower Sword. This was it that made 

" your Anceftors, though in Power and Politics, much your Superiors, to pay an 

Allegiance to the Romans : Which they would never have done, if they had not 

been thoroughly convinced that it was GOD's Will to have it fo. But to what 

End is it for you now to difpute a Point any longer, that is as good as loft already ? 

•* f*or if the Walls were yet intire, and the Siege raifed. Famine alone would do the ^ 

*' Work. It has begun with the Multitude, and the Soldiers Turn will be next : and Jj 

<« every Day ftill worfe than other : For the Calamity is infuperable, and there is no "^ 

•• Fence againft Hunger. Wherefore, you (hould do well to bethink yourfelves in 

** Time, and to take wholefome Advice before it be too late. The Romans arc 

naturally a generous Enemy, and ready to forgive and forget all that is paft ; provi- 

** ded you do not carry on the Affront to an unpardonable Extremity. They are not 

*' a People to facrihce their Intereft to their Revenge, and to charge themfelves with 

** the Incumbrance of a depopulated City, and a defolatcd Province ; but rather for 

** receiving you with open Arms into their Friendftiip. But if ever you come to be 

** taken by Storm, you muft expcdt to be put to the Sword every Man of you : Thofe 

*' efpecially,^ that in Defiance of the Emperor's Grace and Mercy (ball 'continue ob- 

«* ftinate to the laft. And for your third Wall, what have you to look tor from it, 

** but the Fate of the other two that are gone before ? Or what if your Works 

** were abfolutely impregnable ? The very Want of Bread, as I told you, would do 

" the Office of the Sword.'* 

While Jofeph was thus reafoning the Matter with them, they returned him only bitter 
and contemptuous Reproaches from the Walls, for his good Will; and not without 
Darts and Stones to accompany their Rtvilings. So that when he law they were not to 

be 



4i 



€4 



€€ 



Book VI. The W A R S of the JEWS. 

l>e wrought upon, cither by AdmonitioD, or by Afflidion, he betook himfcif to the 
Hiftory of former Tiaies, for Precedents^jgd Arguments to his prefent Puipofe. 

<^ Ah, miferable and unthankful Wretcnes that you are, fays he, to forget your heft 
^* Friends, and to encounter the Romans with carnal and common Weapons, as it the 
^* Vidories you have formerly obtained, had been the Eftedi of your own Wifiiodi and 
" Virtue! Can you fay that God, the great Creator of Heaven and Earth, ever failed 
'* of protedling the Jews when they were oppreffed? Willyou never be wifer? Do but 
" confider whence you came, where you are, and what you are a doing ; and how 
'* glorious a Protedlor it is that you provoke by thefe Outrages. Why do you not call 
^^ to mind the divine Exploits of your illuftrious Anceftors, and the wonderful Deli- 
" verances that God hath wrought for them by the Sacrednefs of this holy Place ? It 
** gives me a Horror to think of expofing the Hiftory of God's miraculous Difpenfa- 
'* tions to a People fo unworthy of the Blefling ; but yet, upon this Occafion, I (hall 
" dilpenfe with that Scruple, to fliew you that the War you are now engaged in, is 
^* not fo much againft the Romans, as againft God himfelf. 

** Pharaoh Necho, a King of iEgypt, carried away, with a mighty Army, Sarah, 
** the Queen and Mother of us all. Now you would have thought, perhaps, that 
«' Abraham, the Hulband of Sarah and our common Father, having at that Time the 
^' Command of three hundred and eighteen Lieutenants, and Troops innumerable 
•* under tlpm, (hould have attempted the righting of himfelf by Arms : But he chofe 
•' rather to lie quiet ; and offering up his Prayers toward this holy Place, which you 
•• have polluted, to implore God's Afliftance. And what came of it, but the King's 
^ fending the Queen back again untouched to her Hufband, the fecond Night after 
** flie was taken away ; the -^Egyptian in the mean while, contrading a Veneration for 
** the Place, which you have defiled with the Blood of your Countrymen i 'till, in the 
«* End, finding himfelf haunted with frightful Dreams and Vifions, he pofted away 
*' back again into his own Country : But firft fcattered large Donations of Gold and 
" Silver among the People| in Token of the Reverence he had for a Nation fo much 
" in God's Favour. 

'* What (hall I fay now of our Prcdeceflbrs tranfporting themfclves into ^gypt; 
** their four hundred Years Bondage under a foreign Tyranny, and their fubmitting 
*• with Patience and Rcfignation to God's good Pleafure, even at a Time when they 
** were ftrong enough to have redeemed themfclves by Force ! To tell you now, how 
•• the ^Egyptians were infefted with Serpents, and tainted with all Manner of Difeafes; 
•• how the Fruits of the Earth were bbftcd ; the Nile corrupted, and ten Plagues fuc- 
" ceeding one upon the Neck of another, would be no more than what every Body 
** knows : But thofe of our Anceftors that God had defigned to the Pricfthood, were 
*• conduced out fafe and found, without either Blood or Danger, under the Guard of, 
** a fpecial Providence. 

** And fo when the AfTyrians forced away from us the holy Ark, how did Palaeftine, 

«* Da^^on, and the whole Nation that was concerned in it, rue th? Seizure of it ! Their 

** Guts became putrid and rotten, and the Pain cf the Gripes intolerable : Infomuch 

" that their Bowels and their Excrements came away together. And what was the 
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*• End of If, in the Conclafion, but the bringing of the Ark hack again to us with the 
*' Sound of mufical Inftrumencs, and with the fame facrilegious Hands that took it 
*' away, to expiate in ibnie Degree for the Wickcdnefs ! This was the Work of God 
*^ himfelf in favour of our Anceftors, for calling themfelves intirely upon his Provi- 
^^ dcnce and Mercy, without having any Recourfe to common Means. 

V And what became of Sennacherib the King of Afl^'ria, and that prodigious Army 
/' of his, when lie fat down before this Place with the whole Strength of Alia at his 
•« Heels ! Was he cut off by the Arm of Flelh, or any human Power ? No. But 
** when the Hebrews were quietly at their Prayers^ the Angel of God confounded ia 
** one Night that mighty Army : And the Allyrian found 185,000 of his Men dead 
•* upon the Place next Morning, and the reft flying in a Fright from the unarmed 
** H* brews that had no Thought of purfuing them. 

•• You know likewife^ that our People were feventy Years Captives in Babylon, 
«• without making any Attempt toward the Recovery of their Liberty, 'till God put it 
^' in the Heart of Cyrus to difcharge them, and to dilmils them into their own Coun- 
'* try; where they began to offer Sacrifices again to God, as their only Deliverer and 
•* Preferver. But to be ftiort, what great Thing did our Forefathers ever bring to pafs, 
" either with Arms, or without, but by God's pyticular Direction and Afiiftance in 
•* the Execution of his Orders. If they (laid at Home, they were victorious without 
'* Fighting; Tt being God's Pleafure that it fliould he fo : And when they.fought in a 
." Confidence of their own Strength, they never fucceeded- As for Inftancc, when the 
'* King of Babylon laid Siege to this City, our King Zedekiah gave him Battle contrary 
** to the Advice of the Prophet Jeremiah ; and what was the Event of it, but the roijl- 
'* ing of his Army; the taking of Zedekiah Prifoner, and the Deftrudlion both of City 
** and Temple before his Face ? Do but obferve the Difference now betwixt the Mo- , 
** deration of that Prince and People, and of yours. The Prophet told them plainly, 
•* that they were fallen under God's Difpleafure for their Wickednefs ; and that, if 
^* they did not deliver up the City, it (hould be forced from them by Affault : And yet 
•* for all this foreboding, neither Prince, nor People, offered him any Violence.. To 
•* fay nothing now of what paffes within your Walls; (an Iniquity, in Truth, not to 
•* be cxprefftii) I ihall only take Notice how barbaroufly I myfelf have been treated by 
•* you both in Words and Aftions; and what is my Crime, I bcfecch you, but the ho- 
*• neft Liberty of telling you your Faults, and advifing you for the heft? But you have 
^* not Patience for the very Story of your own daily Pradtices. 

** It was much the fame Cafe too, when Antiochus, called Epiphanes, laid Siege to 
" this City. Our Forefathers, having many Ways incurred God's high Difpleafure, 
•• prcffed the Enemv to a Battle, without waiting for his divine Diredlion and Af- 
•* fiftance : The Jews were totally defeated ; the Town taken and pillaged ; and the 
•' Sandtuary, for thiec Years and fix Months, wholly abandoned. In few Words, what 
^* was it, but the ftubborn Crcffnefs of our own People that firfl irritated the Romans 
** againft the Jews ? Whence are we to date cur Slavery, but from oiir own leditious 
** Countrymen; when the two Fadlions of Ariftobulus and Hyrcanus, in an ambitious 
•' Heat of Competition, brought Pompey into the City 3 and made the Jews that were 

unworthy 



€€ 



Book VI. The WARS of the JEWS. 25^1 

*' unworthy of Liberty, Slaves to the Romans ? When they had held it out three Months, 
** they rendered the Place, though in a much better Condition to defend it than you 
*• arc, and infinitely ftiort of what you arc to account for to the Laws and Religion of 
«• our Country, We all know what was the. End of Antigonus, the Son of Arifto- 
** bulus: in whofe Reign, the Jews were puniftied with another judicial Captivity for 
«• the Sins of the People. And did not Herod likcwife bcfiege Jerufalem^ with the 
" Affiftance of Sofius, a Roman General, and in the Head of a Roman Army ? After 
*• fix Months the Town was reduced, and rifled by the Enemy, as the juft Judgment 
** upon the Party for their Iniquities. 

«• Here is enough faid to ftiew, that this Way of Arms and Sieges hath been ever 
" fatal to our Brethren; and that the End of fuch a War would Ife Certain Ruin. And 
** therefore it feems reafonable to me, that thofc that arc in PofTcflion of this holy 
«* Place, (hould intirely remit themfclves to the Condud: of God's Providence ; who 
«* will never be wanting to them that fervc him, and keep his Commandments. But 
«^ you, for your Parts, lead your Lives in a direft Oppofition to his holy Will, in leav- 
^' ing undone what you are commanded to do, and in doing what you arc forbidden. 
«• How much have you more to anfwer for, than thofc that you have feen taken off by 
« a vindidlivc Jufticc in the Career of their Wickednefs ! As for the fecrct Sins of 
•« Theft, Fraud, Treachery, and Adultery; you look upon as Trifles, and not worth 
*^ the fpcaking of. But you value yourfelves upon Oppreflion, Murder, and other Sins 
«* of the firft Magnitude, that were hardly ever heard of before. Nay, and you have 
«* made the holy Temple itfclf the Scene of your Wickednefs ; a Place fo facred, that 
«« the Romans themfelves have a Veneration for it, notwithftanding the Inconfiftcncics 
" of their Religion : And yet this Place, that the very Romans have fo great a Revc- 
«• rence for, is polluted and blafphemed by thofc who have been trained up to the 
** Temple Worfhip. With what Face now can you pretend to expert Afiiftance from 
•« a Power that you have fo impioufly provoked ? But taking it for granted that you arc 
«« juft, humble and righteous; and your Hands as clean as our King's were, when he 
«« ftretched them out to implore Succour from Heaven againft the Aflyrian, and when 
<« the Return of his prayer was, the next Night, the utter Ruin of the Enemy's Army. 
*« Now if you will have it that the Romans behave themfelves as the Afl^yrians did, 
*' you may expert that God will deal with them after the like Manner. But this is 
*« quite another Cafe, for the Aflyrian compounded for a Sum of Money to fave the 
*« City; and then brake his Oath, and fet fire to the Temple: Whtreas the Romans 
*• only. demand a yearly Tribute; and no more neither than what hath been paid them 
** formerly Time out of mind. Let this be made good to them, and the Temple and 
*' City have nothing to fear: But you fliall enjoy your Families, your Liberties, and 
*' your Eilates; with the free Exercife of your Religion, and under the Regulation of 
•' your own Laws. You muft be made to imagine, that God will treat Tyrants and 
«* Murderers, and Men of Moderation and Jufticc, all alike; c^p f ialiy when Punifli- 
•* ment an;1 Vtr.geance arc but the Work of a Moment to tl^e Almipnry. 

" The Alivri'cin?, you fee, were deftroyed the firit Night tl^ey cuMic before the Town; 
" and if it bad been the Will of God to let the one free, a.) J to chalUfc the other, he 
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'' would have poured down his Wrath upon the Romans, as he did upon theAiTyrians: 
*' Either when Pompey firft forced Jerufalem; or Sofius, after him 5 or when Vcfpa- 
" ft'dn harailcd Galilee; or now at laft upon the Attack of Titus. But neither Pom- 
" pey nor Sofius met with any fignal Oppolition from Heaven ; and they both fucceed- 
** ed in their Enterprizcs upon the Place. As foe Vcfpafian, he advanced himfcif to 
the Empire upon the Credit of the War he made upon us. And what do yoa think 
of (almoft) a Miracle, wrought in Favour of Titus? Siloa, you know, awi other 
Fountains without the City, were drawn fo low before Titus came hither» that Wa- 
ter was hardly to be got for Money ; but fince his Arrival here, the Springs arc. 
grown fo quick again, that there is fufficient for the Romans, to all Manner of Pur- 
pofes: And not only for themfelves and their Cattle, but for the Gardens too. Toe 
fame Thing happened at the Time when the King of Babylon, before-meQCioned« 
marched up to Jcrufalem with his Army; took the Town and City, and laid them 
both in Afhes: Now this Prodigy was the Forerunner of that Rain and Conilagratioii. 
" Not that I take the Wickednefs of thofe Days to have been comparable to that of 
** the prefent Age; but it looks as if God had abandoned his own Houfe and Pqople 
** in favour of the Enemy. Make it the Cafe now of the Mailer of the Houfe, and 
*^ a vicious and debauched Family. If he be a virtuous Man, he will (hift his Quarteir, 
** and never endure to be under the Roof with that Sort of People. How can you 
*' imagine then, that God will countenance your Abominations ? An all-feeing Godi 
** that fearches the Privacies of your Hearts, and reads your Thoughts in their very 
** Conception ? But alas ! you have no Privacies at all, no Referves; but make your 
** very Enemies the Confidents of all you do. You live in a kind of Competition who 
" (hall be the lewdeft, and value yourfelves upon an Oilentation of your Wickedncls. 

^' But God is not inexorable to thofe that confefs their Mifdoings, and truly rdpent; 
•* which is the Courfe that you muft take, if ever you hope for Mercy. Wherefore 
'* caft away your Arms^ let your Hearts bleed for the Judgments you have brought 
upon your Country. Do but look well about you, and confider the Sweetnefs of 
the Place i the Glory of the City, and the Majefty of the Temple that you are 
now about to betray: With the ineftimable Mais of Treafure that is there depofited, 
** in Donatives and Oblations from all Quarters. Can any Man have the Heart 
** now ta think of expofiDg thefe magnificent Curiofities to Fire and Pillage; or of* 
^* feeing thofe Excellencies dcftroyed, which of all Things under the Sun, arc beft 
** worth the preferving? If you were not harder and more infenfible than Scones, this 
*' Rtfledtion would move you; or, if nothing elfe will work upon yjf^, ^bethink 
•' yourfelves of your Parents, your Wives, your Children, and your Families, that 
** are, at this Inftant, upon the Brink of peri(hing, cither by Famine or by the Sword. 
*' It will be faid, perhaps, beqaufe I have a Wife of my own, a Mother and a Fa- 
** mily (of fome Credit formerly) concerned in the common Hazard, that it is for 
*• their Sakes, and my own Intereft, that I give this Counfel. But .if either the fa- 
** crificing of their Lives, ermine, or both, may conduce to your Safety; I am rea- 
*' dy to deliver them up all, upon Condition that you will be wifcr, and honcfter, 
** when we are gene," 

This Difcourfe of Jofcph's drew Tears from his own Eyes; but the Fadiions were 
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not one Jot foftened wiih it: Neither did they think it fafe to clofe with the Ro- 
mans« even if they had a Mind to it. But, on the contrary, the common Sort were 
ftaggered at it» and made it their Bufinefs too, how to fave themfelves by Flight. 
To this End, they fold what they had that was valuable, though at eafy Rates, and 
fwallowed the Gold for fear of being robbed upon the Way : By which Means they 
iiipplied themfelves with Neceffaries when they got over to the Romans ; Titus, in 
the mean Time, leaving the Stragglers at Liberty to go whither they would: And this 
Diicharge was ftill a greater Encouragement to their Efcape? for they got clear of the 
City Broils without being Slaves to the Romans. But Jol^n and Simon and 
their Companions, clapped a ftri^t Guard upon the Paiies, and took as much Care to 
keep the Citizens from going out, as the Romans from coming in: So that the leail 
Suljpicion, or Pretence of a Sufpicion, was enough to take away any Man's Life that 
they thought fit to fufpedt. And it was all one to the Rich v;hat they did : For he 
that had any Thing to lofe, was fure to fall under a Jealoufy ; and that Jealoufy was 
Death. 

The Rage of the Fadion and the Pinch of the Famine increafed daily -, and when there 
was no Corn any longer in Sight, they brake up Houfes for it. If they found any upon the 
Search, the Owners were feverely handled for denying it; or, if none, they were put to the 
Torture todiicover their Stores. Nay, they drew Inferences of Guilt from the very Bodies 
of the miferable; and to be hail and found, was made an Argument of private Stores 
and Plenty. The Co^fumptivc were difpatched out of Hand ; though no need, one would 
think, of putting them to a violent Death, that were ready to ftarvc for want of Bread. 
There vretc feveral of the better Sort that fold all they had in the World for a Bufhel of 
Wheat; and others, of the poorer, for the fame Proportion of Barley: And then fluit- 
ting up themfelves, with their Purchafe, in fecret Hidibg-holes ; fome fell to woik upon 
the Corn without grinding, and fome again flayed the baking of it ; according as they 
were more or lefs prcfTed by Hunger or Danger. There wa«; no fuch Thing as the Ceremony 
of covering or marfhaling aTable ; but happy was he that could fnatch a Bit from the Coals 
betwixt raw and roafted. Never fo miferable a Calamity, or fo lamentable and horrid a 
Spedhicle ; where the Strongeft ftill fared befl, and the Weaker had nothing more to d(\ 
than to bemoan their Misfortunes : Starving being certainly of all Deaths the moft de- 
plorable, as it takes away all Senfc oJ Shame, Tendcrncfs and Refpcifl: Wives forced 
away the Meat out of the very Mouths of their Hufbands; Children did tht; like by 
their Parents; and what was yet more barbarous. Mothers, by their Infants; taking; away 
from them, ^ they lay languifhing in their Arms, the very lafl Support of Life : And 
this could not be done fo prirately neither, but fomebody or other was flill at Hand to 
take away that from them again, which they had taken from others. Wherever they 
faw a Houfe (hut up» they concluded there was eating in that Houle ; and prelVntly forcing 
the Doors, they tore the Meat, ready chewed, out of the very Throats of the People, 
juft as they were about to fwallow it, though to the hazard of choaking them. They 
had no Mercy either for Age or Sexii^but beat the old Men that ot]crt;(: to defend v/hac 
Provifion they had got, and dragged the Women by the Hair for endeavouring either to 
keep or coaceal any thing. Neither did fucking Children efcape any better^ but they 
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were torn away from the Breafl:, and da{hed againft the Ground : So that Infancy and 
grey Hairs had the fame Quarter. There could hardly be a more unpardonable Affront, 
when any of thcfe Freebooters were abroad upon Adventure, than for him that was pur- 
fued to outrun his Purfuer, and to eat his own Bread before the other could come up. 
They fpared for no Manner of Cruelty, provided they might but get fomething to ftay 
their Stomachs: As the putting of People to exquifite Pains in the moft fenfiblc Parts; 
thrufting up pointed Sticks into their Bodies, and other fuch like Torments, not to be 
mentioned without Horror : And all (his for the Difcovery of a poor Loaf of Bread per- 
haps, or a handful of Flour that they had concealed. And their Tormentors were not hun- 
gry neither; for the Tyranny would have been more pardonable, if they could have 
pleaded Necefiity in their Excufe. But this was a Freak purely of Inhumanity, when 
they were victualling themfelves with fix Days Provifion before-hand. Some poor 
Wretches, that had given the Roman Guards the flip, and crept out of the Town in 
the Night for Herbs and Sallad, had the ill Hap to fall into their Hands when &tj 
thought themfelves out of Danger, where they were dripped of all they had ; and glad 
at laft, after a thoufand Importunities and Prayers, only for Part of their own again, for 
which they had run fo great a Hazard to compound for their Lives. This was the Treat- 
ment tney received from the common Soldiers ; but Perfons of Quality were carried to 
the Ufurpers themfelves : Some of them put to Death for Treafon, and a Defign of be- 
traying the City to the Romans, upon the Tcftimony of falfe WitneflTes; and this was 
Aill one of the Articles, that they had a mind to go over to the Enemy. Tbofe that 
Simon had pillaged, were carried to John, and John's Prifoners to Simon, as if they had 
been quaffing Healths one to another, and fliaring their Carcafes betwixt them. They 
were divided in fine, who fliould be uppermoft ; but perfedlly well agreed in the Me- 
thods of their Tyranny and Ufurpation. They went Halves in their Robberies, and he 
was reckoned the greater Knave of the two, that cozened his Companion of an^ Part of 
his Moiety in the Booty ; to which they were both equally entitled. 

It would be endlefs to run through the Hiftory of their Iniquities ; hut to comprlfe 
all in a little, I am verily perfuaded that there never was fo miferab}je a City, or fo 
barbarous a People, upon the Face of the Earth : In fine, the better to palliate their 
Inhumanity to Strangers, they reviled the very Nation of the Hebrews; and owned 
themfelves (as in Truth they were) for a Company of Slaves and Scoundrels, Vaga- 
bonds and Baftards. In the Conclusion, they laid the City in Rubbi(h and Afhes; nay, 
and the burning of the Temple was eftcdually their Adl too, both in the haftenuig of 
it, and by the forcing of Titus, even againft his Inclinaticoi, upon thefe Extremities. 
As thv upper Town was in a Flame, the Remans gave n?any Inflances of" a generous 
Compafllon; (as will be fecn hereafter) but not fo much as a Sigh or a Tear to be heard 
of among the Jews. But of this farther in its proper Place, with Remarks upoa the 
whole Matter. 
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CHAP. XII. 

The Jews miferahly tortured and crucified. Titus Jevcre in bis own Defence. 
Scandals cafi upon the Romans. Ihe Jews hard and rcfolute. 1 he Ro- 
mans raife four mighty Works. The ]t\\sfet fire to the Bulwark. Simon 
attempts the other Mount. A brave y^iclion of three Jews. The Romans 
beaten from their TVorks. Death without Mercy for a Roman to quit his 
Toft. A bloody Fight upon mounting th€ Engines. Titus begins to dcfpair 
of carrying his Toint. 

TITUS, all this while, plied his Works daily; but not without Lofs of Men 
from the Walls. It was the Jews Pradlice, to ftcal out in the Night, and look 
abroad for Provifions; and not without fome Soldiers among them, that could not get 
wherewithal in the City to anfwer their Neceflities. Thefc People were moft of them 
poor, and durft not defcrt for fear of having their Wives and their Childrens Throats 
cut that they left behind. Neither durft they take their Families along with them, for 
fear of Difcovery. Titus being aware of thefc Difficulties, ordered out a Detachment of 
Horfe to way-lay the Jews in the Vallies. Hunger had made them defperate, and fo 
out they went, and fell into the Enemies Ambufhes. When they found themfelves 
hampered, they were then forced to fight upon Neceffity, for fear of fome Puniflunent 
worfe than Death itfelf ; befide that it was now too late to think of begging Quarter. 
In (hort, they were maftered ; and after expofing tKem to all Manner of Tortures, they 
were crucified in the Sight of the Befieged. Titus was not at all pleafcd with the Se- 
verity of this Rigour; but he did not find it fafe, either to difcharge fo many obftinate 
Prifoners that he had now at Mercy, or to fpare Men enough to look after them from 
the Service of the Army : Befide the Hope he had, that the Terror of fuch an Example 
might move them to bethink themfelves, left it (hould come to be their own Cafe. They 
were all crucified, but in feveral Ways and Pofturcs : Some to exprefs their Rage : 
others, their Hatred ; and fome again, their Mockery and Contempt : But the Num- 
ber of the Prifoners was fo great, that they wanted Room for more Crofies, and 
Crofles for the Bodies. And fo far was the Horror of this Execution from foftening 
the Faftion, that as they ordered the Mitter, it wrought a clear contrary Eifc^l by the 
Help of this Invention- The Friends and Relations of the Fugitives, and ihofe thit had 
but the leaft Inclination to a Ptace, were dragged out to the Walls to flicw them what 
they were to iruft to that went over to the Romans ; and bearing them down all the 
while, that the Men they faw in Chains were not Prifoners of War, but Deferters, 
that fued for Mercy. This Device kept a great many from filing off, till the Truth 
came to be known ; though fome there were that immediately flipt iaway to the Ene- 
my to avoid ftarving, which they looked upon as incomparably the more miferablc 
Death of the two. 

Titus, upon 4his, caufed feveral of his Prifoners Hands to be cut oIF, and fo fent 
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them away to John and Simon, in fuch a Plight^ that they might neither look like 
Defcrters, nor be taken for fuch ; advifing them at the fame Time to put an End 
to the War, without forcing him upon the DeftruAion of the City; for it was not 
yet too late, upon a feafonable Submiflion,* to prefcrve their Lives, their Country, and 
their Temple, intirely to themfelves. But Titus advanced his Works all this while; 
quickening and encouraging the Workmen, being refolved very fuddenly to follow his 
Works with EiFefts, and gain his Point by Force, which he could not compafs by 
Reafon and Perfuafion. 

The Jews, in the mean Time, cafting out a thoufand Curfes from the Walls, 
agalnfl: both Vefpafian and Titus, declared one and all their Contempt of Death, 
and how much their Liberties were dearer to them than their Lives : And that provi- 
ded they might plague the Romans, they cared not what became either of thcnkelves 
or of their Country; which Titus told them, were in danger to perifli. And as for 
their Temple, they looked upon the World to be much the more magnificent Struc- 
ture of the two; or however they made no Doubt but God would take Care of his 
own Houfe; and upon him they depended for Prote<5tion, in Defpite of all their Threa- 
tenings, which God would never fufFcr to take Place. This was the Subftance of 
their outrages and unmannerly Reply. 

Aniiochus Epiphanes was by this Time come up, and a Train of armed Troops along 
with him; one Company, among the reft, ot ftout young Fellows for his Guard, all 
about the fame Age; accoutred and trained up after the Macedonian Way; from whence 
they took the Name of Macedonians : Not for their Birth, neither did the greater Part 
of them anfwer the Charafter of that People, Of all the Princes that were ever fub- 
je6ted to the Roman Empire, the King of Comagena was unboubtedly the moft prof- 
perous and fucccfsful, for the former Part of his Life; but in his latter Days his For- 
tune forfook him, and verified the old Saying, that no Man is to be pronounced happy 
before his Death. He had a Son of a martial enterprizing Spirit; of a robuft Body, 
and bold to the Degree of Raflmefs. This Son of his Vvas laying one Day, that he won- 
dered the Romans flood trifling before the Walls at that Rate, and did not rather pufli 
it to an Attack. Titus anfwered him with a Smile, that the Way was open to any Man 
that had a Mind to it. The Word vvas no fooner out, but Antiochus led up his Mace- 
donians to the Aliault, and gave Proof both of his Valour and ConduS in the, Manage^ 
ment of the Action: But his Followers however were almoft all of them killed, or 
wounded; having made fuch Brags before-hand what Wonders they would do, that 
they could not in Honour quit the Undertaking. This gave the young Men to under- 
ftand, that the Macedonian Courage would never do the Bufinefs without' Alexander's 
Fortune: So that they were forced to quit the Attempt, and bring off the Remainder 
of their Men as well as they could. 

It was upon the twelfth of the Month Artemifius, that the Romans began the 
Platforms formerly mentioned; and upon the nine and twentieth^ that they nniihed 
them, after fcventeen- Days hard Labour; for there were four of them in aljl^^and 
they were mighty Works. There was one toward Antonia, thaj was raijjbd by 
the fifth Legion over againft the Middle of the Struthian Pool: There was '^a© her 
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caft up by the twelfth Legion, within twenty Cubits of the former. The tentli 
Legion, (which was more confiderable than the other two) threw up another Work 
to the North over againft the Pool called Amygdalon ; and at thirty Cubits Diftance 
from tho lall, was a fourth Mount erected by the fifteenth Legion, not far from the 
Monument of John the High-Prieft. 

Thefc Works were no fooner up and perfedled, but John caufed a Mine to be 
wrought under that which looked toward Antonia, and feveral wooden Props to be fet 
up all along the Trench, to keep the Weight of the Earth above from falling; dawb- 
ing the Wood-work with a bituminous Matter that would take Flame immediately. 
So that John had now no more to do, but to fet lire to the Pillars; which, when the 
Props were gone, brought down the whole Bulwark with a moft hideous Noife. There 
was no Fire to be feen at firft, but only a fmothering Duft and Smoke; till the Flanie 
at laft brake through all Oppofition, and (hewed itfelf. This was fo aftonifhing a Sur- 
prife to the Romans, that it put them to their Wits End to receive fuch a Baffle, when 
they made themfelves fure of their Point* Neither was it to any Purpofe to think of 
quenching the Fire, when their Ramparts were gone. 

It was but two Days after this, that Simon and his People made an Attempt upon 
the other Mounts; where the Romans had already planted their Rams, and began to 
batter. There was one Jepthaeus of Garfis, a City of Galilee; Mcgaffarus, a Domef- 
tic of Queen Mariamne's; and one of Adiabena, the Son of Nabatseus; who, from a 
Misfortune he had, was called Agiras; which (ignifies Lame: Thefe three Men, with 
Torches in their Hands, flew dircdtly to the Machines; and breaking through the E- 
nemies Troops, with no more Concern than if they had been among their Friends, 
fet fire to them; and in Defpite of all Oppofition, with Darts and Arrows, they pur- 
fued their Defign till their Engines were all in a Flame. Thefc were reputed three 
of the braved Men that appeared in that War. 

Upon the mounting of the Fire, the Romans difpatched away a Detachment from 
the Camp to the Relief of their Companions; but the Jews, in the mean Time, poured 
their Shot upon them from the Walls; and without any Regard to their own Lives or 
Perfons, fought it out hand to hand with thofe that were endeavouring to put a Stop 
to the Fire. The Romans did all they could to fave their Rams ; the Covers of tfa'em 
being confumed already : And the Jews ventured into the very Flames to hinder ihem; 
and would not let go their Hold, though the Iron-work of them was burning hot. 
The Fire paifed from thence to the Ramparts; and there was no help for it. Upon 
this, the Romans finding themfelves incompafled with Flames, and no Hope left them 
of faving the Works, withdrew into their Camp. The Jews had fo many Inforcements 
out of the City, that the Increafe of their Number made them more and more prefTing 
and inconfiderate : Infomuch, that in the Heat "of their Succefs, they advanced to the 
very Camp itfelf, and attacked the Guards. Now the Office of thefc Guards, accord- 
ing to the Rule of the Roman Dilcipline, was to do Duty by Turns, and relieve one 
another, and not a Man of them, upon Pain of Ueath without Mercy, to quit his Pod, 
under any Colour whatfoevcr, Now thefe People having this Charge before-hand, 
either to fall like Men of Honour,^ or tq iuffer an infamous Death as Defcrters; they 
Numb. 19. Q^q made 
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made a generous Reiiftance^ .and brought feveral of thofe back agaiOt betwixt N^ccffitj 
and Shame, that had abandoned their Station ; and with their Eiiginea put a Stop to 
the Excurfions of the Jews from the City. They made their Sallies without any Guar4 
of Defence for their own Security; fighting all they met, at a Venture, and caftiqg 
themfelves like Madmen upon the very Points of the Enemies Pikes, 9nd falling ia 

Eell-mell among them. The Jews, in fine, gained more upon the Romans by & rafh 
lardincfs, than by pure Courage : And the Romans, on the other hand» g9iVe way rt* 
ther to the outrageous Boldnefs of the Jews, than for the Appr<;henfiQn of any Mifi:hicf 
they could do them. 

Titus, at his Return from Antonia, where he had been to find out a conHnodious 
Ground for advancing his Attacks, gave the Soldiers a fevere Rebuke for fufferiQ^ 
themfelves, after the gaining of the Enemies Works, to be diilrefTed in their own, s^nd 
in a Manner befieged by thofe that were no better than Prifonexs thepifelves. Titus, 
upon this, with fome of his choice Troops, furrounded the . Jew;, and charged the« 
in the Flank; while they, on the other Side, maintained their Ground with a wonder* 
ful Refolution. Upon the Shocking of the two Bodies, it raifed fuch a Duft and Cla« 
mour, that there was nothing diftin<3:ly to be either fetti or heard ; and neither Friend 
nor Foe to be known afunder : Neither were the Jews thus obftinate out of any Con* 
fidence in their own Strength; but out of Defpair of Safety : While tbe Romans were 
fo inraged, on the other Side, betwixt the Nicety of military Honourp and the Pailioa 
they had for the Perfon of the Emperor, which was then in Danger, that if the Jews 
had not ilipt away.into the Town jufl as they did, they had undoubtedly been all cut 
to pieces : But fliU the Lofs of their Bulwarks went to the Romans ; apd to find it the 
Work but of one Hour to deftroy what had been fo long a raifing. This Difappoint- 
ment, together with the difmountiog of their Engines, put them out of all Hope oi 
ever gaining the Place. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Titus conjtilts a Council of Officers. Some for pujhing it to a Battle j fome 
for making good the Ramparts ; others for interceptingTroviJions. Titus 
orders the rimning up of a WaU: The Courfe and Compafs oj it: And 
this Wallfinijled in three Days. 

WHILE Things were in this Pofture, Titus called a Council of his great Of- 
ficers to advife him what to4<^. Some (harp Men among them were of Opi- 
nion for a general AfTault, and falling on with the whole Army; for there had been 
nothing done as yet (they faid) but in^Skirmifhes, and Parties ; and if it once came to 
a main Battle, the Jews would never be able to (land the Dint of the very Darts and 
Arrows. The more confiderate Part were for renewing and repairing their Ramparts ; 
others for having no Works at all, but only watching the Vidtuallers, and keeping 
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the City from Provifions : And fo committing the reft to the Famine, which would do 
the Bufincfs of the Sword without ftriking a Blow. 'There is no beating of People out 
of their Refolation that have a Mind to die. Now Titus, it is true, did not think it 
honourable to lie ftill in the Head of a formidable Army, altogether without Adtion ; 
but he was not for fighting yet with a People fo bent upon their own Deftrudtion. As 
for the ercding of new Works, he found it morally impradlicable tor Want of Mate- 
rials ; and fo, for the Watching of all PafTengers, to fecure the Avenues ; for it was 
not a Thing to be done, in regard both of the Compafs of the Town, and the Diffi- 
culties of the Places : Or, if the High-ways were all blocked up, the Jews would yet 
find out other private Conveyances in cafe of Neceflity ; and by the Advantage of know- 
ing all the fecret Paflages in that Neighbourhood. Now what if the Jews (hould flip 
any Relief into the City by Stealthy it would but draw out the Siege at Length ; and 
lefTcn the Honour of the Vidlory by the Delay; or let it be granted now, that all this 
may be done; and the Reputation of the Romans, together with the Safety of the 
Army, may be provided for, both in one: Difpatch is yet to be preferred before Glory; 
but the fure Way to do the Thing at laft, with Caution and Expedition, muft be by 
running a Wall quite round the City. By this Means all Excurfions will be prevented; 
and the Jews either forced to deliver up the Place in the Depth of their Defpair, or 
weakened by the Pinch of their Neceffities, into an Incapacity of defending themfelves: 
Whereas othcrwife, the Difpute will be endlefs, *• But this fhall not hinder me, fays 
*• Titus, from giving Orders for the repairing of the Works; eipecially when the 
*' weaker Part of thofe that are left, are already fufficient to put a Stop to the Courfes 
'* of the Enemy. This may be looked upon perhaps as a Projeft of infuperable Diffi- 
** culty; but if it had been lefs, it would not have ftbod with the Dignity of the Un» 
•' dertaker : Neither are great Things to be brought about without Labour, but by the 
" more immediate Affiftance of an Almighty Power." 

Titus made an End of what he had to fay, with an Order to his Officers to go in hand 
immediately with the credling of this Wall, and to enter upon it with a regular Diftri- 
bution of the whole Army into their proper Stations. The Word was no fooner given, 
but the Soldiery were all tranfported by a kind of divine Impulfe into a generous Emu- 
lation of outdoing one another: For after the meafuring of the Ground, and the dividing 
of the Legions, the fame Spirit of Competition ran through the whole Body. The 
common Soldiers with their Serjeants; the Serjeants, the like with their Captains; the 
Captains, with their Tribunes ; the Tribunes, with their Saperiors, and all in Subor- 
dination to Titus ; who was fo intent upon his Bufinefs, that he never miffed a Day of 
taking a Round ot the whole Work. 

Titus began this Wall at a Place called the AfTyrians Camp, where he himfelf had 
his Quarter. He carried it forward to the Lower Ca?nopolis ; and fo by the way of 
Cedron to Mount Olivet, which he inclofed on the South as far as the Rock Periftereon ; 
together with a neighbouring Hill that overlooks the Vale of Siloah. From thence he 
turned hir Point a little to the Wellward, and fo on to the Valley of the Fountain. He 
took his way next, to the Sepulchre of Ananus the High-Prieft; and fo incloling the 
Mountain where Pompcy had formerly incampcd, he returned to the Northward, and 
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paiTcd on to a Village called Erebinthonicus ; took in Herod's Sepulchre toward the 
Edit; and there jointed one End of the Wail to the other where he began. 

Tiie Compafs of this Wall was nine and thirty Furlongs; thirteen Forts W:«rc built on 
the Oatfide of it; whofe Circumferences put together, amounted to ten Furlongs. But 
the moft. incredible Part of the Story was the finifhing of an Inclofure in three Days^ 
which might well have taken as many Months. Upon the pcrfeding of this Work, 
there were Guards pofted in all the Forts, that did Duty every Night under their 
Arms. Titus went the firil Round himfelf; Tiberius Alexander, the fecond; and 
the Commanders of the Legions, the third. The Soldiers and the Watch flcpt by 
Turns; but fome or other ftill upon the Guard in the Caftles, all Night. 



CHAP. XIV. 

The miferahle Difirejfes of a devouring Famine. The Romans make Often- 
tation of their Tientyj to inflame the Envy of the Jews. . Four Ramparti 
raifed at Antonia larger than the former. 

THE {hutting up of the Jews in the Town put them to the ultermod Degree of 
Defpair: For the Famine was now fo outrageous, that it fwept away whole Fa- 
milies. The Houfcs were (Irewed with the CarcafTes of Women and Children ; and 
the narrow Lanes, with the Bodies of old Men that lay dead there; young Men walked 
the Streets like fo many Ghofts. There was no fuch thing as burying the Dead: Some 
wanted Strength to do the Office; others wanted Will, as being difcouraged partly by 
the great Number of them, and partly in regard they did not know but their own Turn 
might be next. Some there were that expired themfelvcs in the very Ad: of burying 
others; and fome again haftened away to their Grave before their Time, to make fare 
of a refting Place while they were yet living. And yet in the Depth u{ all this Mift-ry, 
there was not heard fo much as one Groan or Outcry ; but all other Paffions were ftifl.d 
in the Pain of a tormenting Hunger. Thofe that were dying flood gazing with dry Eyes 
and ghaftly Looks, upon thofe that were out of their Pain before them. The City 
was all wrapt up in a profound Silence, and Heaps of dead Bodies piled together up :nd 
down in the Night. But the moft deplorable Part of the Story, was the Infolcncc and 
Brutality of the Thieves: Infomuch that the Famine itfelf was nothing >o it. T!.ey 
brake into Houfes, which at that Time were no better than Charnel-Hoiifes; ftript the 
Dead to their very Skins, and then made themfclvts Sport with their Nakcdncfs; try- 
ing, the Temper of their Swords upon the Bodies of the poor People as they lay half 
dead. If any Mnn called for a Hand or a Sword to difpatch him out of the Way, and 
deliver him from the Mifery of the Famine, he was repulfed with an infcnfible Cruelty 
and Neglcft. As they came to the Poipt of Death, they jftill clofcd their Eye&rioward the 
Temple jj and it went even then to the Hearts of them to leave thefc wretchi^Miicfeatits 
yet among the Living, that had fo lewdly profaned that holy Place. W^n }i\c^ were 

* now 
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now no longer able to endure the putrid Corruption of the dead Bodies, Order was 
given to have them all interred at the public Charge : But for want of Room to difpofe 
of them, thefe impious Monfters call them down head-long from the Walls into the 
Vallics; which was fo horrid a Spe£tacle, that Titus» upon taking the Round of the 
Place, finding the Ditches fo peftered and annoyed with rotten Carcaflfcs and peftilential 
Vapours, ftretched out his Hands to Heaven in an Appeal to Almighty God, that it 
was againft his Will to have it fo. This was the State and Difpofition of the City at 
that Time. 

While the Fadtion -was now focoopt up within their Walls, that there was no ftirring 
out of the Town; befide the double Mortification they endured, of Famine, and De- 
fpair; the R«>mans, at the fame Time, pafTed their Days merrily, and at Eafe, in an 
Abundance of all Sorts of necefTary Provifions out of Syria, and the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces : Infomuch that feveral of the Romans, out of an invidious Ollentation of their 
Stores, came up to the very Walls to irritate the Wants on the one Side, with expofing 
the Plenty on the other. But all wrought nothing upon the infenfible Hearts of the 
Seditious; infomuch that Titus, in pure Compaffion to the Remainder of a miferable 
People, rcfolved to go in hand with cafting up new Works afrefli ; and haftening the 
Diipatch as faft as he could. The only Difficulty was the providing of wherewithal to 
carry it forward : For the Wood near the City was all cut down already for the former 
Works ; fo that they were now forced to fetch all their Timbers for a fecond Supply, at 
ninety Furlongs Diftance from the Place; and there were four Ramparts eredted at the 
Fortrcfs Antonia, larger than the former. Titus loft no Time ; and having the Faftion 
now at Mercy,* he gave them to underftand as much. But they went on ftill without 
any Sign of RemorJe, and with as little Regard to their own Bodies and Souls, as if 
they had been the Bodies and Souls of other People : For the Dead they tore to pieces 
like Dogs, and chuked up the Sick and Languifhing in Prifons. 



CHAP. XV. 

Nlatthias recommends Simon to the Qty, Simon murders him in Rcquttaty 
by the Hand of Ananus the -worfi of Men. Ananius put to death. Jij- 
das in a Vlot to dejlroy Simon. Simon furprifes the Totvn. Joleph 
wounded, and reported to be killed. Titus rcfcues him^ and he recovers. 
The Jews fwallov) their Gold. Two thoujiind of their Bellies i ipt up in 
one Slight. Titus t r a, f ported at Jo horrid an Outrage. The Love of 
Money is the ftrongcfi of all .-ippetites. 

WHEN Simon had firft put Matthias to the Torture, he put him afterwards ta 
Heath; and this was tin. Thanks he had for getting him admitted into the 
City. Tliis'Matthias was the Son of Boerfius, a Prieft, in high Elkcm with the Peo- 
ple. 
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pie, and no Man generally belter beloved. The Jews were hardly ufed, (it fcems) 
by the Zelotes ; and upon John's joining with them, MatthiaSu moved the calling in 
of Simon to their Afliftances but without any Caution, or Conditions, or any Bargain 
before-hand whatfoever. Simon had no fooner made himfelf Mafter of the Town, 
but he treated Matthias as one of the greateft Enemies he had, and imputed the Ad- 
vice he gave for the opening of the Ports, to grofs Simplicity and Over-fight : So 
that, upon this, he was arraigned and accufcd for holding Intelligence with the Ro- 
mans ; and a Sentence of Death paiTcd upon the Father, and his three Sons, (the 
Fourth having made his Efcape to the Romans) w^tho^it fo muoh as hearing what he 
had to fay for himfelf. The only Favour this venerable old Man had to defire of Si- 
mon, in Return for the Obligation of letting him into the Town, was, that he him- 
felf might die firfl:; but Simon refufed that Grace, and commanded the Father to be 
laft executed; to keep him fo much the longer in Pain. Matthias, in the Conclu- 
iion, was put to death upon the Bodies of his Sons, and in the Sight of the Romans, 
according to Simon's Order to Ananus, the Son of Bamadus ; the moft hard-hearted 
Creature that Simon had about him. Neither did he content himielf barely to exe- 
cute the deteftable Sentence; but in a Frolic of Infolcnce and Derifion, when he was 
juft upon the Point of flriking the Stroke; ** You would fain have gone over to 
" the Romans, fays he tp Matthias, and let them bring you off now if they can." 
But, in fhort, to confummate the Inhumanity, the Bodies were all refufed Burial, by 
the fpecial Command of Simon himfelf. 

There was alfo Ananias a Prieft, the Son of Mafbalus, nobly defcended, and Ari- 
fleus a Native of Ammaus, and Secretary to the Council; who, with fifteen more of 
the Principals of the People, were all put to death. The Father of Jofeph was alfo 
made a Prifoner, with a Proclamation upon it, that no Man (hould prefume to come 
at him upon Pain of Treafon. Nay, it was made Death alfo, without Trial or Mcr^ 
cy, but fo much as to pity them. 

It fell out after this, that Judas the Son of Judas, an Oflicer of Simon'^, and a 
Commander of one of the Turrets, laying to Heart the brutal Oppreflion of a mifera- 
ble People, and not forgetting, to look to himlclf in the firft Place, took an Ocra- 
iion to difcourfe half a Score of the truftieft Friends he had, upon that Subjed/' 
" How long are we, fays he, to crouch under the Buiden of this Tyranny, or what 
'* hope of Safety in the Service of fo faUe and fo cruel a Mafter ! We have Sword and 
'' Famine to encounter, and the Enemy as good as within our Walls already; Simon, 
'* of all Men living, the moft ungraterul. He lives in a perpetual Fear of Punifti- 
** ment: And the Romans, on the other Hand, are certainly Men of' Faith and Ho- 
^* nour. So that we have no more to do, but to deliver up the Walk, and to prefcrve 
" ourfetves, and our Country, both in one.. Neither has Simon any Caufe of Com- 
*' plaint, only he fufFers a little fooner." 

When the ten Men were come to an Agreement, Judas betimes fent the Remainder 
of his People feveral Ways, for a Blind to his Dcfign ; and about the third Hour of 
the Day, called out to the Romans, from the Turret, and gave them to underftand 
the Refolution they bad taken : Some gave no heed to it ; others, no Credit, and fome 

again 
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again thought it not worth their while to mafter a Place they might get without Dan- 
ger. By this Time, Titus had drawn fomc Troops up to the Wall ; but Simon im- 
mediately furprized the Town : And killing the Guard, in the very View of the Ro- 
mans, tumbled the Bodies down the Wall. While Jofcph was walking up and down 
there, and doing the Jews the beft Offices he could by Encouragement and Advice, 
it was his Fortune to be knocked down with a Stone from the Battlements : Where- 
upon the Jews made a defperate Sally, and had carried him off a Prifoner, if Titus, 
in that Inftant, had not fcnt a Party to his Rcfcue. During this Skirmifh, they got 
away Jofcph, before he was well come to himfelf again. The Faftion took it to be as 
they wiLhed it; and mightily overjoyed they were in the Belief that Jofcph was fliin. 
The Rumour paiT^d for current through the City, and put the Inhabitants into a dif- 
mal Confternation, for the Lofs of their Mediator and Patron among the Romans. 
The Tidmgs of Jofeph's Death being brougtit to his Mother in Prifon, (he told her 
Guards that (he heard as much, and that (he fliould never fee him more. Upon this 
Occafion, the Women condoled with her; and (he herfelf deploring her own Misfor- 
tune, thai in bearing a Son who ((he hoped) would have buried the Mother, (he was 
not now in a Condition to pay thofe funeral Rites to her Son. But the Mother was 
not long the worfe, nor the Faftion long the better, for the Miftake of a falfe Report. 
For the Danger of Jofeph's Wound was quickly over; and upon returning to his Poft 
again, he gave them all to underftand, that they (hould pay dearly for what they had 
done: But ftill animating the People all along to their Obedience. The Sight of Jo- 
feph pu^ his Friends in Countenance again, and caft as great a Damp upon the Hearts 
of the Fiiilion. 

In this Extremity there were feveral Deferters went over to the Romans: Some 
leaped the Wall, and made their Efcape that Way; others got off under a Colour of 
purfuing the Enemy with Stones. Bat inftead of avoiding one Calamity within the 
Town, they fell into a worfe without; and the Surfeits they contradled in the Camp 
were much more mortal, than the Famine they left at Home. For being empty, and 
puffed up with a dropfical Diltemper, they could not come to their Eating again, but 
by little and little, without Danger of burfting: And the Jmoft miferablc Part of the 
Story is yet behind. 

There was a Fugitive furprized among the Syrians, in the very Aft of fearching for 
Gold, chat had been fwallowed, and paft through him, as I faid before: Now the 
Fadtion put all People to the Scrutiny; and there was fuch Plenty of Gold in the 
Town, that twelve Atticks at prefent was as much worth as five and twenty hcjeto- 
fore. The Fame of this Difcovc:ry was prefcntly all over the Camp, and that th^ Jewa 
that defcitcd had concealed Gold in their Guts : Whereupon, the Arabians and the Sy- 
rians ript up two ihoufand of their Bellies in one Night for their Treafurc: Which I 
take to have been the mc>ft barbarous Butchery the Jews ever fuffered. 

Titus was fo trar.fported at the Brutality of this A6tion, that he had certainly or- 
dered his Hui fe to put every Man of them to death with Darts, that had a Hand in 
it, if the Number of the Guilty had not been fo much greater than that of the Slain, 
hereupon^ he callrd his Officers together» as well Romans as Auxiliaries^ and finding 

feveral 
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fevcral of his own People concerned in ihc Outrage, he entered into an angry Expof- 
tulation with them upon the whole Matter. " Is it poflible, lays he, (to the Ro- 
*' mans in the firft Place) that any So!dic:r of mme fliould be guilty cf fo unmanly a 
•* Cruelty, for a doubtful and uncertain Advantage; and not blufh at the Thought of 
** (o infamous and fcandalous a Purchafe? And then again to his Auxiliaries. Can 
** you think it reafonable, fays he» that the Infolencies, the Murders, and the Inhu- 
•* manities of the Syrians and Arabians, in a foreign War, where they take all Man- 
** ner of Licence, (hould be imputed to the Romans; and the Malice of the one laid 
*« at the others Door?" 

Now Titus could not altogether excufc his own People, and was fo tranfported at 
it, that he threatened Death without Mercy to any Man that (hould prefume to com- 
mit any of thofe Outrages over again : Appointing the Legions alfo, at the fame Time, 
to make Ht'iOl Search after all fufpe<5tcd Perfons, and he himielf would have the Hear- 
ing of the Caufe. But Avarice will ftand all Hazards. Bcfide that, cruel People arc 
naturally covetous, and the Love ot Money is the moft infatiable of all Appetites. 
Fear and Precaution, 'lis true, in fome Cafes may he brought to hear&eafon: But 
when a People arc given up once to a Spirit of Reprobation, the ordinary Ways and 
Means of Security turn to rheir Deiiru£tion: And what Csefar fo feverdy prohibited 
in public, was neverthelefs executed upon the Jewi(h Deferters in fecret. Only their 
Cuftom was, upon any Fugitives coming over, tint to make furc that none of the 
Romans (hould be within Sights and then cut up the Jews Bellies for the execrable 
Booty: And when they had done, they found little more, in fine, than vain Hopes. 
This horrid Pradtice however frighted the Jews out of their Defertions, and kept them 
from going over any longer to the RomajDS. 



CHAP. XVL 

John advances from Tillage to Sacrilege. The very Race of the Jews rooted 
out. Six Hundred Thoujand dead Bodies carried out of the City. 

TXT" HEN the Pillage failed, John advanced to Sacrilege: Seizing to his own Ufc 
^^ feveral Donatives and. Oblations, with divers neceffary Veffcls, for the Service 
of God's Worfl^iip; as Cups, DiIIks, Tables, &c. to the very Pieces that Auguftus 
an! tht^ Emprels dedicated to the Honour of the holy Temple: Which the Roman 
Emperors had ever a great Veneration and Efteem for; though a Jew, at that Time, 
had pf ' faned it, and ftript it of the very Bounties of Strangers; encouraging his Corn- 
pan on to take all Mannrr of Liberty wftfi holy Things : *' For it was but Rtafon, 
'* he faid, that they that fought for the Temple, fhould live by it. So that he mide 
no Scruple of diftributing among the People, the holy Wine and Oil that was referved 
in the inner Part of the Temple for Sacrifices : And as John made the Diftribiition, 
the Multitude took their Parts of it, drinking and anointing without any Difficulty. 
My Htart is full, and I cMnot forbear giving it Vent. I am perfuadcd, that if the 

. : ,^ Romans 
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Romans had delayed the calling <#thcfe wicked People to an Account, this City would 
cither have been drowned, or fwallowed up with an Earthquake i or have been dc- 
ftroyed with Thunder and Lightning, like Sodom; the Jews being much the wickeder 
People of the two: Infomuch, that for their Stubbornefs and Iniquity, the whole 
Race of them was rooted out. 

It would be cndlefs to run through the feveral Inftances of their Mifery. Mannsus 
the Son of Lazarus, had the Command of one of the City Gates ; and going over to 
Titus, he gave them this Account: That from the Time of Titus's incamping before 
the Town (from the tenth of Xanthicus to the firft of Panemu?,) there paffed through 
that Gate 115,086 dead Bodies; and this was no more than what fell to his Share to 
take Notice of, by Virtue of a Commiflion to that Purpofe; Befidc what were buried 
by their Relations; that is to fay, thrown out of the City, having no other Way of 
Burial. After this^ upon the Computation of divers Men of Quality that dtferted, 
there were 600,000 poor People carried out of the Gate; befide others innumerable^ 
that for want of Friends to export their Carcafles out of the City, were piled in Heaps, 
and ihut up in large Houfes. Wheat was by this Time valued at a Talent a Bu(hel : 
And nowy^fince the walling up of the Town fo clofe, that they were cut off from 
all Provifion, to the Value of a fingle Spire of Grafs; they were brought to that 
Pinch of Extremity, that they ^ere glad to rake Vaults and Sinks for Suftenance, and 
to feed upon Ox-Dung, and other Naftinefs, enough to turn one's Stomach but to 
look upon it. The bare Story of the Calamity drew Pity from their very Enemies^ 
but the Fadion in the City, that both faw and felt their Sdfferings, were not fo much 
as feniible that their own rebellious Obftinacjr l^d been the Caufe of it. But thev 
went on, under the Fatality of a blind Infatuatioo, that led them on hood- winked* 
to the irreparable Ruin both of themfelvea and of the City. 
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BOOK VII. 

From the taking of Jcrufalem by Titus, to the Sedition of the Jews at 
Cyrenc ; containing the Interval of about three Tears, 



C H A P. I. 

The State of Jcrufalem. From a civil War they advance to a foreign. A 
*Para4ifi turned into a Defart, The Jews outdo the Romans. They 
attempt the f ring of their Engines, but fail. Jcrufalem ajfaulted. The 
Jews make a hold Dejence. The Romans y^// to mining, Ticus to his 
Army, The Jews firm In all Extremes. Titus V Opinion of a future 
State, j^n Encouragement of bis Soldiers to do their Duty. A gallant 
Action of Sabinus. 



T I 



HE State of Jerufalem was every Day worfe and worfc; and the 
Faftion ftill more and more fierce and turbulent, as they grew more 
and more miferable : The Famine having now taken Pofleflion of 
great and fmall, all alike. It was a fad Spedticle to fee how the 
„ Streets were covered with dead Bodies; the Air infedl^d, and the 
K^M^r^i very Paflages choaked up with Carcafiss, that were trampled under 
Foot like the Ruins of a fought Field ; and without any Confideration 

cither 
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either of Terror or Pity, or how foon it might come to be their own Cafe, They 
began with cutting one another's Throats, and advanced from a civil War to a fa- 
reign 5 as if divine Providence bad not made hafte enough to perfeft their Deftruftion. 
For they did not contend fo much for any Hope they had of Vidtory, as in a Trani^ 
port of Rage and Dcfpair. 

The Romans, upon this Pinch, were hard put to it for Materials to finifh their 
Works; but yet, upon cutting down all the Woods within. ninety Furlongs of the 
City, they made a Shift in one and twenty Days to raife their Platforms. But never 
fo difmal a Change of Things, from a Paradife to a Defart ; and inftead of the moft 
delicious Country under the Heavens, for curious Gardens, Plantations, and Houfes 
of Pleafure, not fo much as a Tree or a Cottage left (landing, or any Thing to be 
feen but. the Marks of Defolation and Ruin: Infomuch that Strangers could not fore- 
bear weepings to fee the JDifFeronce betwixt the old Jerufalcm and the new. For the 
War had fo far defaced the Beauty and the Glory of the Place, that it was hardly 
to be known again ; and People inquired for Jerufalem in the very Heart of the City 
itfelf. 

Upon perfecting the Mounts, the Jews and the Romans were both equally foHci- 
tous for the Event. The Jews were either to deftroy them once again, or to lofe the 
City; and one Difappointment more on -the other hand, would put the Romans out of 
Condition to repair them : For there was no more Wood to be gotten, and the Soldi- 
ers were quite barrafTed out with the Fatigue of the Service. Not but that the Ro- 
mans all this while, were more afflidted for the Calamity of the City, than the Citi- 
zens for themfelves; who kept up their Courage yet in Defpite of all Difficulties. But 
when the Romans found themfelves over-reached by Stratagem; their Inventions 
eluded; the Wall Proof againlt their Machines; and themfelves worfted, in fine, at 
Handy-Strokes, their very Hearts failed them ; efpecially having to do with an Ene- 
my, that, inftead of linking under the Difcouragcmcnts of Fadlion, Famine, War,^ 
&c. rather gathered Spirit from the Oppofition. *' What would notthefe People do, 
<< faid the Romans, if they had Fortune on their Side ; that behave themfelves with 
^^ this Bravery, in Defiance of all Oppofition !" Upon this Confideratioo, the Ro- 
mans doubled their Guards. 

John and his People in the Caftle of Antonia, did all that was to be done, before the 
Rams were mounted, to prevent the Danger of a Breach. But it was fo much La- 
bour lofl, for the D^ fi^n they had of fetting fire to the Mount with flaming Torches, 
came to nothing. The truth of it i8» they did not behave themfelves like Jews, either 
for Union or Vigour; and fo were forced upon a Retreat. But as they fell fhort of 
themfelves, on the .one fide, fo the Romans alio went beyond themfelves on the othei'^ 
in planting fo flridl a Guard on the Bulwarks, that there was no Poffibility of doing any 
Execution by Fire : Bcfide that, they were refolved every Man of them to die upon 
the Spot, rather than to fubmit to fo irreparable a Mifchief as the lofipg of that Port : 
For nothing could have put the Soldiers in a greater Co. fufion, than to lie br.uc Men 
tricked upon ; their Couraj;c baffled by a hot-headed Tern- rity ; militiiry Dillijilinc anJ 
Experience confounded by popular Outrage; and ific Romans, in fine, fubj dkJ to tbe 

R r 2 J^'ws. 



3q8 The WARS of the J E W S. Book VH. 

Jews. While the Jews advanced^ the Romans were itady with their Darfs toencoantcr 
thcui ; and the foremo(l chat fell, did not only hinder his next Man» but theeicemplary 
Danger of the one, fcrved for a Warning to the other. As for thofe that priifled upon 
the Enemy's Weapons, fome of them were furprifed at the Dignity of the Roman 
Order; others, at their Numbers, and fome again marched off with their Wounds: So 
that in the Conclu (ion, they all quitted their Ground, every Man (hifttn|^ the Blame 
off to his Fellow. 

The A/Tauit was given on the firA: ot the Month Panemus ; and the Jews being now 
drawn off, the Romans advanced with their Rams toward Antonia, in Defiance of aH 
they were able to do, by Fire, Sword, Stones, and all other Ways of Hoftility whatfb^ 
ever. Not but that the Jews depended much upon the Strength of their Walls againft 
the Battery of the Machines j But they did what they could, however, to keep the 
Romans at a Diftance, from fixing them. The Inference they drew from this Way of 
Management was, that the Jews were confcious to themfelves that Antonia was in 
Danger ; and that this Apprehenfion made them beftir themielves fo much. They con- 
tinued the Battery, and the Wall flood hitherto firm; but the Romans fortifying 
themfelves under the ^Defence of their Bucklers againft the Shot and Stonies frboi lerfiove, 
applied themfdvelK to digging and mining : And when, with ah indilfatigabte Ltf*- 
bopr, they had loofened four Stones under the Foundation of the Work,- they betook 
themfelves on both Sides to their Refl. In this Interim, that Part of the Wall tb& 
John had undermined for the Dellrudtion of the former Works, fell down aH en a 
fudden. This unexped;ed Accident was a Surprife to both Parties. The Jew*^, that 
had Reafon to be troubled at it, efpeciaily whea they might have fbrefeen aaid ^preveiited 
it, were yet in as good Heart as. if Antonia had been their own ftili : Ahd'the joy of 
the Romans, on the other hand, for an Accident that appeared fo feafohable, - Was iis 
quickly dailied upon the Sight of another Wall, that John had carried up within the 
former ; only the latter appeared to be the lefs defenfible Place of the two, both as 
the Ruin of the one facilitated the PalTage to the other, and as the Work of the new Wall 
could not yet be fo firm and fettled as that of Antonia. But there was ho Thought 
of Icaling it, and coming of alive, . :. ^ 

Titus was not now to learn the Force of Reafbning, and fair Words, npon the 
Minds of Men of Arms and Honour ; or how generous Spirits may be wrought upon 
by plaufible Infinuations of Artifice and Addrefs, not only into the Negled of Danger, 
but the very contempt of Death itfeif. With this Thought in his Head, be- fintemboed 
the Flower of his Army together, and fpake to^them after this Manner: 

" My brave Fcllow*Soldaers, there can be no Place for Encouragements, where there 
<< is no Danger: Neither would it become me to offer it, as if you wanted it; 
'' or you to take it*. Exhortations are more properly for doubtful Cafes, wberem all 
** brave Men will advife themfelves. It will be a hard Work, I muft confefs, to ma- 
^« rter the Wall we have here before us : But great Souls are given us for great and glo- 
«' rious Exploits; and Death is an Advantage when it is followed with immortal Fame 
«« for a Reward : Befide that, it (hall be my Care to reward thofe that dcfcrve it. In 
'' the firfl Place, I would have you think of that for your Encouragement, that works a 

*• contrary 
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'' contrary EfFed upon others. I fpeak of the infupcrable Patience and Gonftancy of 
^< th9 Jews in the worft of Fortunes. As what can be more ignominious, than for the 
** military Romans, that ftudy War in Peace, and are (b wonted to conquer, that it is 
'* almoft natural to them to be vidlorious: For thefe, I fay, to be beaten out of their 
«* Strength and Courage . by the Jews i and at the latter End of the Day too, with 
<^ God's Providence moft evidently on their Side; and the Enemy nothing to Support 
" them, but the Fury of their own extravagant Defpairs j befidcs that, they fufFcr dai- 
*« ly under the judicial Vengeance of God's high Difpleafure in our Favour: Witncfs 
«< their Fadtions^ Famine, Siege, and the Ruin of their Walls, even without Battery; 
<' which are but fo many Declarations from Heaven againfl them, to our Advantage. It 
«' will not become us therefore to truckle to our Inferiors, and to caft off the divine Pro- 
<* tedlion* Shall the Jews that hav^ been trained up to Slavery, and confeqaently have 
«« little or no Credit toloie upon that Account : Shall thefe People , I fay, have the Bravery 
«« to charge into the Middle of the Roman Troops, and look Death in the Face, ra- 
«' ther than run a Riik of the fame Condition over again ? and all this, in a Freak ol 
'< Often tation and Vanity, without the ieaft Hope or Profpedt of Succefs. And (hall 
«< we, on the other ha^nd, tbat arc effe<^ually the Lords and Mafters of the Univerfe, 
«« and in a Manner intitle^ to a Right pf Conqueft : Shall we, I fay, lie ftill and Idlc^ 
«« without Co much as one bold Attempt upon our Adverfaries, waiting only in our Arms, 
«« till Hunger and Fortune (hall give up the Enemy, without any Difficulty, into our 
«« Hands? 'Tis but taking Antoniaooce, and the Town is our own. Or, in cafe we 
<' £hould meet with any ^(iftance from within (which I do not exped) it would not be 
<* WQTtb the: peaking cdf; for the Advantage of the higher Ground lays the Enemy at 
^' our Feet without all Hope of Recovery. I do not take upon me here to celebrate the 
** Hiftory of thofe Heroes, that having ended their Days in the Field of Battle, (liall 
'' yet live in the Memory of future Ages to Perpetuity. As for thofe worchlcfs Wretches 
y that think of going down body and Soul into the Grave together, I wifh them a 
«< Death fuitable to that Abjct^tion of Mind. No Man of Senfe and Spirit can be fo 
'< far ignorant of. the State of Souls departed, as not to underftand that thofe that fall 
«< by the Fate of War, are immediately tranflated into the Heavens among the Stars, to 
<' appear from thence, to their Pofterity, like good Angels, or Influences, to prepare 
«* them on the other Side for thofe Manfions of Blifs. But for thofe that die in their 
«' Bed, as we fay, or of (bme bodily Difeafc, their Souls, from that Inflant, are biiri- 
«< ed in Darknefs^ let them be never fo pure ; and their Names and Memories for ever 
«' funk and forgotten. Now fince fo it is, that Death is inevitable, and that the Sword 
** compared with any Dileafe» is the eafier Death of the two, how mean and degen;:- 
'< nerate a Cowardice would it be, to withdraw the Ufe of a Life from the Service of 
** the Publick, which is an indifpenltble Debt to nature and a Man*s Country. 

<« This may look, perhaps, as if I took the (lolrming of this Wall to be a certain 
«« Death; but Relblution is above danger ; and he that fears nothing, defpairs of nothing. 
« The Fall of the firft Wall has opened a Way to the reft; and the fecond will be eaiijy 
<* over-borne, if you do but encourage and fupport one another : Only fraud firm, and your 
«< very Numbers will do the Work : And who knows at laft but you may carry your Point 

*• wi:hou: 



310 The W A R S ^of the JEW S. Book VIL 

'* without Blood too. You are to prepare, however, for a vigorous Oppofition, «nd 
" to affure yourfclvcs^ that upon any Advantage, either by Stratagem or by Force, 
" they will never be able to withftand us. And for him that firft mounts the Breach^ 
*' it fliall be my Care, whether he lives or diesi to crown him with Hoaour$ and 
" Rewards." 

Thefe Words of Titus caft fuch a Damp upon the Spirits of the Army, that there 
was but one Man in the Field had the Heart to anfwer the End of this Difcourfe. His 
Name was Sabinus ; a Syrian born, and a Soldier of the Guards ; and a Man emioeat 
both for Courage and Execution: One that had never feen him before, would hardly 
have taken him for a military Man, either by his Make, or by his Fafhion : A little 
black Fellow ; but with a Soul too large for his Body. This Man made his Reveieoce, 
and addrefled,himfelf to Titus, in Words to this EfFca: : *' I do here make a Tender 
** of myfelf to Caefar, with all my Heart, for the firft Man to give the AfTault. May 
** Casfar's Fortune anfwer Sabinus's Good-will. Or if I ftiould mifcarry in the Attempt, 
" what I lofe one Way, I get another, in the Honour of laying down my Life for my 
** Mafter ; which makes it all one to me whether I live or die." 

Upon thefe Words, with his Sword drawn in his Right-hand, and his Shield over 
his Head in his Left, he advanced toward the Wall about the fixth Hour of the Day, 
with a Train of eleven Men at his Heels, that followed him purely in Emulation of hi* 
Virtue : Sabinus, in this Adtion, encountered all the Enemies Stones and Shot whh a 
Spirit more than human; and feveral of his Followers were knocked down upon that 
Attack. But this did not hinder Sabinus yet from preffing forward upon the Enemies 
Darts and Arrows, 'till he had well-nigh mounted the Wall, and forced the Jews to 
abandon their Station, for fear of an Inforcemcnt of greater Numbers to overpower them. 
But what (hall we fay now to the Ijpiieful Malignity of Fortune, that takes Delight to 
crofs all virtuous Undertakings ; for when this Hero was juft upon the perfe(fking of 
his Work, he was unluckily overborne with the Fall of a Stone. The Jews looking 
behind them upon the Noife, and finding Sabinus lying alone there, and in a Manner 
fenfelefs, they all fell upon him with their Darts. He defended himfelf upon his Knees, 
with his Buckler over bis Head, as long as he could, and revenged himfelf upon his 
Enemies with his Sword ; killing fome, and wounding others, 'till in the End, being 
able to ftrike no longer, he breathed his laft under a Shower of their Darts. 

The Bravery of this Man dcferved a more propitious Fate, but he died yet as great < 
as he lived Three of his Companions were crulhed to Death with Stones from the 
Top of the Wall, and there were eight more carried off wounded to the Camp. This 
Aftion paffcd upon the third Day of the Month Panemus. 



CHAP. II. 

T^JC Romans fnd the Guards afleep at Antonia, and cut their Throats, A 
ten .hie Fight up.n it^ -with a great Slaughter and Confujion, A Battle of 
ten iiours , and the Jews get the better of it, 

TWO 



^ 
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TW O Days after this, there were gotten together twenty of the Guards of the 
Platforms ; the Enfign of the fifth Legion, two Cavaliers, and a Trumpet : 
And making a filent March over the Ruins up to Antonia, in the Dead of the Nighr, 
without any Oppofition, they found the advance Guards faft aflcep, cut their Throats, 
and fo taking Poffeffion of the Wall, the Trumpet founded. Upon this Alarum, the 
reft waked and fled, without waiting to fee what Numbers had entered the Place, but 
betwixt Fear and Fancy, they gave them for granted to be very ftrong. Titus imme- 
diately, upon this Notice, put himfelf in the Head of the choiccft Troops he had about 
him, and fo took his Way up to the Ruins. The Jews 'were fo ftartled at this Surprife, 
that fome of them made for the Inner-Temple; others, toward the Mine that John 
fkti wrought, to fupplant the Roman Works : But the two Faftions of John and Si- 
mon giving all for loft, if the Romans fhould get the Temple, there followed a fierce 
and an obftinate Combat upon it, before the very Doors of the Place; the one fighting 
for Life, the other tor Viftory. Lances and Darts were of little or no Ufc on either 
Hand ; but the Controverfy was now decided by the Sword. In this Confufion, there 
was no diftinguifhing who and who were together; but all crouding, without either 
Order or Difcipline: And fuch a Medley of Outcries, that there was no underftanding 
one another. The Slaughter was great on both Sides, and the Ground covered with 
Axtns and CarcafTes. There was no Place cither to run away or to purfue : But as they 
had the better or the worfe of it, they advanced or retired ; fliouting and exalting on 
the one hand, and lamenting on the other. The Front of both Armies was of Nc- 
ceflity either to kill^ ot "be killed ; for there was no Diftance left betwixt them for a 
Retreat. The Battle', i^ fine, lafted ten Hours : That is to fay, from the ninth Hour 
ever Night to the feventh next Morning. But the furious Obftinacy of the Jews car- 
ried it from the Refolution and Conduct of the Romans ; and it was well for them they 
did fo, for their laft Adventure was at Stake. But the Romans, in the Conclufion, 
contented thenifelvcs for the prefent, that they had gotten Antonia, with only one Part 
of their Army j for the Legions, upon whom they chiefly depended, were not as yet 
come up. 



CHAR IIL 

ji brave Exploit of one Julian a Centurion; and as notable a Misfortune. 
The Romans /but up in Antonia. The Names of the Jews that finalized 
themfelves upon this Occajion. 

THERE was one Julian, a Native of Bithynia, and a Centurion ; a Man well 
born, and the braveft to all Mannef- of martial Purp^^fes that ever I heard of in 
the whole War. This Julian, as he was (landing by Titus in Antonia, and the Ro- 
mans at that lime giving Way to the Jews, took his Opportunity, and made a d:i- 
pcrate Leap on a fuddcn into the ihickeft of the Encmy> and fo gave them Chace in 
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his iingle Perfon up to the innermoft Court of the Temple. This prodigious Adion 
put the Multitude into fuch an Amazement, that there was more in it (they thought) 
than the hare Force of Flefh and Blood. But Julian purfued his Courfe; .fomehe 
overturned ; others he overtook, and put to death : Nothing, in (hort, was more agree- 
able to Cxfar's Friends, or a more dreadful SpeAacle to his Enemies. But there wis a 
Fatality that yet befel this Man, not to be forefeen or avoided. For having bis Shoes 
lluddcd with iron Nails, after the Fa(hion of other Soldiers, as he was running a Covrie 
upon the Pavement, he cot a Slip ; and the Romans, upon the Clafh of his Arms, brake 
into an Outcry, for fear he might have done himfelf fome Mifchief^ The Jews, at the 
fame Time, fell upon him with Swords and Darts, while he fenced off feveral Blows 
with his Buckler ; and ftill as he tried to get up again, he was borne down witb Mul- 
titudes. And yet, fuch was the Proof of his Arms, that even at his Length upon the 
Ground, they had fome DifHculty to difpatch him. But, what with the Lofs of Blood, 
and other Weaknefs, and no Mortal to fuccour him, he gave up tKe Ghoft. 

It went to the Heart of Caefar, to fee fo brave a Man made fo public and fo deplo- 
rable a Spe<ftacle ; and efpecially to find himfelf under the utter Impofllbility of faving 
a Perfon he had fo great a Mind to preferve. But there were others that might have 
relieved him, if they had but had the Courage to attempt it. Julian, in fine, after a 
long Struggle with human Fatality, and leaving feveral of his Mur^bfcrs woonded be^ 
hind him, departed this Life, to his everlafting Honour, both with Friends and Foes. 
The Jews at lad carried off the dead Body, and after another Rout to the Romani, 
fnut thtm up in Antonia. The Jews that (ignalized themfe^yes in this Adion, were 
Alexas, and Gypthaeus of John's Party : And of Simon's Fa£tion, there were Mala- 
chias, and Judas the Son of Merton : James the Son of Sozas, Captain of the Ido- 
m^ans ; Simon and Judas the Sons of Jair. 



CHAP. IV. 

Titus invites John out to a fair Battle. John / Ribaldry in Return, Jofeph 
deliberates upon the Matter, Jechonias'/ Tiety and Trudence. The Fate 
of Jerufalem dra-ws on : And God ftinijhes the Jews by the Hands of the 
Romans. The Jews give it out, that the Romans put all the Deferters 
to death; but Titus proves the contrary, Titus has no Hand in tbefe 
Abominations.. 

TITUS being now refolved to tear up the Foundations of Antonia, and to levd 
the Ways for the more commodious March of the Army, called for Jofeph, 
and (underftanding that on that Day, which was the feventeenth of the Month Pane- 
liius, the Solemnity of their daily Sacrifice could not be obferved for want of a Con- 
jjrc|^;ition, and that the People were much troubled at it) fent him to John a Second 
Time upon the fiime Errand : That is to fay, if John had a Mind to fight, let him 

bring 
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bring what Numb'ers he plcafed, and he fiiould have the. Liberty to put it to a Battle; 
provided only that the Gity and the Temple .might not hz expoicd in the common 
Ruin; and that he would give over profiining God's hcly Name and Worfliip. Or, 
if he had a Defire to revive the religious Services that had been for fome Tiinc dlT- 
continued, he might appoint which of the Jews he plcafcd to oxHciate. 

Now Jofcph did not think it fufficient to acquit bimfelf of this Commlfllon to John 
alone: but nnounting an Eminence where he might befarthcll heard, he communicated 
Caefar's Pleafurc to the Jews in Hebrew, as loud as he could deliver it: Begging of the 
Jews all the while to have Compaflion of their Country, and to prevent the burning of 
the Temple, before it was too late; with Liberty to folemnize their Prayers and Sacri- 
fice?, as formerly. 

The People gave Jofeph a forrowful Hearing, without fo much as one Word fpeak- 
ing. But John, iifter feveral virulent Outrages againft Jofeph, fuperadded this Irony ; 
*' that there was no Danger of Jcrufalcm, if it was the City of God/' 

" No doubt of it, fays Jofeph, (interrupting him with a loud Voice) you have made 
•* a Confcience of keeping every thing pure and holy, and of paying your Duty to that 
** God from whom you pretend to look for Help. What w^uld you think of that Man 
" now, but as the worft of Enemies, that (hould rob you of your daily Bread? And 
•« yet, at the fame Time, you make no Difficulty at all of robbing Almighty God of 
*« his daily Sacrifices and Oblations. And what is your Quarrel after this to the Ro- 
•* mans, but for (landing up in Defence of your own Laws and Worfliip, which you 
•*' yourfelf fupprefs. Never was there fo miferable a Turn of Religion and Slate! 
** Strangers and Enemies to do the Office of your beft Friends : And the Jews them- 
** (elves, both by Blood and Education, crueller than Barbarians one to another. But 
•' Repentance is never out of Seafon, let the Cafe be never fo defperate. As in the 
«* Inftance of Jechonias the King of the Jews; who, when the Babylonians made War 
** upon Jcrufalem, quitted the Town upon Choice, before it was taken, and gave up 
*' himfclf. Mother and Relations for Hodages, to fave the holy City and Temple from 
" being laid in Afhes. The Name and Honour of this Prince ftands upon Record 
" to this Day, in an annivcrfary Solemnity, to the Memory of that illuftrious Adtlon. 
*• I cannot recommend you to a more pertinent or feafonable Precedent: And let your 
** Diftrefs or Offence be what it will, my Life for yours, the Romans fliall pardon it. 
" Wherefore confider well with yourfelf, who it is that advifes you; what they are to 
*• whom I pafs this Promife; what moves me to it, and in whofe Name I undertake 
*• it. Heaven forbid that I ffiould ever fubmit to be fo mean a Slave, as to forget 
** what I owe to the Place of my Nativity and to the Laws of my Country. And 
** after all this, what do I get for my Good-will now, but frefli Indignities, Railings, 
'^ and Injuries? And all this is not yet fo bad neither as I deferve, for endeavouring to 
" prefcrve a fort of People that Fate and Providence are refolved to deftroy. \Vhar 
" can be clearer than the frequent Prcdidlions we meet with in Hiftory, pointing at 
" the Deftrudlion of this miferable City; and that the Time of it is then near at 
'' Hand, when the Jews arc tearing out the Hearts one of another. Now this is fo 
" far come to pafs, that not only the Houfes, but the Temples, arc polluted with the 
Numb. 20. S f " Blood 
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<* Blood of your own Tribes. And what is all thit now, but the divine Judgment 
** of God, punifliing the Jews by the Hand of the Romans, which will probably end 
'* in purging the City by Fire/' 

Jofeph could go no further for Sobs and Tears, which put the Romans into a tender 
Admiration at the Softnefs and Humanity of his very Difpofition : But the more Jofeph 
lamented, the more implacable were John and his Confederates againfl the Romans; 
infomuch fhat they lay in wait to inveigle Jofeph into a Snare* But hisJDifcourfr 
wrought very eflfeftually upon feveral of the Nobility. There vrere divers of the Fac- 
tions alfo, that finding the Caic defperate, and giving all for loft, would have gone 
over to the Romans, if they durft have ftirred for fear of their own Guards. £i|t 
others there were, that taking their Opportunity, gave their own Companion; the 
Slip; in which Number were the High-Priefts, Joiq^ and Jefus; the three Sons of 
Ifmael, that had his Head cut off at Cyrene; four Sons of Matthiasj and one iSon^of 
another Matthias, who made his Efcape to the Romans, after SimQi> the Soa of Giorts 
had put the Father and three of his Sons to death, as has been faid already. There 
were alfo a great Number of Perfons of Condition that deferted with the Pricfts, whe 
were gracioufly received by the Emperor, btrt fcnt away to-Gopbne for tbe^eftnt, 
with a Promife of large PoiTeflions to be didributed among them at the End of the War. 
Titus gave them this Affignment by themfelves^ to^ avoid the Uneafinefs of a mind 
Converfation among People of different Manners, Laws, and Cuftoms ; and they were 
very thankful for the Allotment. 

When they were all withdrawn- to their Colony, and none of them ieen any longer 
in the Ci^, the Fa(3:ibn ftarted a fpiteful Report, how the Romans killed a)l tl^^e Dr* 
feriers as faft\ as thtey caxAe over .to them; with a Deiign to fright otheirs prom leaving 
their Companions, This Invention fucceeded once again, as before; but Titu9 being 
now aware of the Stratagem, called them- all back again from Gophne, Ukd ordered 
them to take the Tour of the Walls with Jofeph, and (hew themfelyes to; the Town^ 
which brought over more Profelytes to the Romans than ever. As they wcrcr g^i^red 
together upon this Occafion, they planted themfelves in the Sight of the RomaAS, and, 
prefling the Fafticn with Importunities and Lamentations^ begged of theaii eiil^pto 
take the Romans into the Town, and deliver their Country; or otherwxAr qutt tbe 
Temple, to prevent the Firing of it; which the Romans would never agree tOi but 
upon the laft Extremity. This did but make the Fadlion more and more outrageoas 
againA; the Fugitives, with their Stones, Darts, Arrows, Siings, and. oth^ Beceflary 
Engines; which being planted at the- very Gates^ nMdethc Temple^- lilcep a Pladc of 
Arms, than a Hbufe of religious Wbrfhip; and the dead Bodies lay. every wbese fo 
thick about it, as if it were a common Buryrng-place. They brake ali^ foto the boiy 
Sanctuary, with their Arms ftill warm and reeking in the Blood of their Cotaxitrynaea, 
and advanced to fuch a Degree of Extravagance, that the Romans paid a greater R€V»* 
rence to the Jewi{h Rites snd Ceremonie^r than the Jews .did to their owi>, Tlieie 
was not a Man in Titus's Army, that had not a Veneration for the Temple kfelf^ and 
for the God that was worfliipped there, and that did not heartily wiilt to ice the Fac- 
tion repent while there was yet Place left for Mercy. 

Titus 
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Titus was fo fenfibly touched with the Cafe of thefe wretched People, that he mnde 
one Trial more yet, how far John acd his Confederates might be wrought upon by 
Reafon. " Tell me, fays he, you inhuman Mifcreants ! What were all the Bars and 
'< Partitions for about this holy Place, with the Latin and Greek Infcriptions upon 
«' thefe Pillars, forbidding all People upon a Penalty, not to pafs this Inclofure ? Nei- 
*^ thfcr have we oorfelves been lefs tender of your Privileges, in making it Death for any 
'< Man to pafs thefe Bounds, not excepting the Romans themfelves. How comes the 
<' SanAuary after this, to be profaned with AfTaflinations and Murders, and the 
<* Temple defiled with Blood, foreign and domeilic. I appeal to all the Gods of tny 
'' Country, and to the late Patron of this holy Temple (who hath now forfaken it,) 
^ to ,my Army, to the Jews that have joined with me, and finally to yourfelves, that 
«< I am innocent of all thefe Abominations : And I do facredly promife, that if you 
^ will bat comply in quitting this holy Place, no Man fhall approach or offer it an 
<' Indignity $ but that I will preferve and protei^ your Temple even whether you will 
*' or no." 



CHAP. V- 

T^itus forced upon the War. He forms his Tariy^ and pofts himjelf upon 
Fort Antonia, An Attach in the Nighty followed with a difmal Uproar 
and Confufion. Day4ight brings them into Order again. A drawn Battle 
at laft. Several Jewifti Heroes that fought bravely. Four Mounts 
treSed. A bloody Dijpute. A famous A8ion of one Pedanius. The 
Jews fre the Temple-Galleries. A fantaftical Challenge. Jonathan kills 
Padens ; and Prifcus kills Jonathan. 

TITUS, upon this Occafion, made ufe of Jofeph for his Interpreter; but the 
FaAion made a wrong Con(i:rud:ton of it, and imputed the Fairnefs of the Ap- 
plication, rather to Fear than Good-will, and the Jews grew infolent upon that Mif- 
take. When Titus found they had no Regard, either to the Temple or to themfelves, 
he took up a Refolution, though never fo much agaiaft his Mind, to carry oi) the War. 
But for his whole Army, there was not, Room enough to draw it up; fo that he de- 
tached thirty out of every Company, with a Tribune in the Head of every thoufand, 
and Cerealis to command them all in Chief. With this Detachment they were to have 
fallen on upon the Enemy's Guards about the ninth Hour of the Night, and Titus 
himfelf to have led on the Attack: But upon a Council of War, the Officers were all 
of Opinion for Titus r»ther to poft himfelf iipon the Fort Antonia, where he might 
fee and obferve how his Men acquitted themfelves, without running the Riik of any 
common Danger in his own Perfon ; betide, that it would infpire his People with a 
new Soul, to (hew their Bravery in the Sight of their General. 

S f 2 Titu 
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TituF, in fine, rcnJered himfelf to the Reafons of his Officers and Friends; and fo 
withdrew to a Watch-Tower in Antonia, where he might fee and judge of the whole 
Avflion, charging his Otiicers at the fame Time, to take ftrifl: Notice who did well or 
ill, that he might fee them rewarded or punifhed accordingly. The Matter was no 
fooner fettled, but Order was given, and an Hour appointed for the Attack. The 
Romans did not find the Enemy afleep this Bout, as was expeAed ; but the advance 
Guards came prefently to Blows, with a Confufion of Clamours; and, upon weaken- 
ing their Fellows, brought them on in Multitudes to fecond them. The Romans 
flood the fifft Shock; but the Numbers that followed, fell indifferently upon their 
own People, without knowing Friend and Foe afunder; for betwixt the Noifc of the 
Uproar, and the Darknefs of the Night, they knew neither Voices nor Faces apart ; 
but following the Impulfe only of a blind Rage and Pallion, they fell foul upon what 
came next in their Way at a Venture. Now the Romans that kept themfelves in or- 
derly Bodies all this while, under the Cover of their Bucklers,, and knew one another 
by the Word or Signal ; thefe made a tolerable Shift in the Scuffle : Whereas the Jews 
moved not one fober Step off or on ; but taking their Enemies for their Friends, and 
their Friends for their Enemies, the Jews deftroyed more of their own Men than the 
Romans themfelves did. But upon Break of Day, fo foon as the Light fhewed them 
their Miftake, they betook themfelves to a more regular Way of Combat, and Ml to 
their Darts and Arrows, both Sides as frefh and vigorous, as if they had done nothing 
all Night. Now the Romans, that had Titus for their Judge, the Witncfs, and the 
Spectator of their Behaviour, and looked upon the Bravery of that Day's Adion as the 
Foundation of their future Fortunes, fought, one and all, in a noble Strife and Emu- 
lation, who fhould do heft; while the Jews, at the fame Time, had their own Lives 
and the Temple at Stake, with the Tyrant John in the Head of them; cajoling fome 
with fair Words, and treating others with Menaces or Blows. This Fight was moft of 
it Hand to Hand, but with various Changes backward and forward; for there was hardly 
any Room either for Flight or Purfuit. Antonia was, in EfFedl, but a kind of Theatre 
to the Battle; Titus and his Friends, the Spectators; calling out to the A<flors one 
while to follow their Advantage; another while tofland their'.Ground, as they faw Oc- 
cafion; and there paflrt:d nothing that efcaped their Obfervation. The Difpute laftcd, 
in fine, from the ninth Hour of the Night, to the fifth the next Day, both Sides main- 
taining their Ground, and coming, in the Conclufion, to a drawn Battle. There 
were feveral noble Romans that behaved themfelves likewife like Heroes; and the moft 
remarkable Captains of the Jews were as follows : Of Simon's Party, there was Judas 
the Son of Merton, and Simon the Son of Jofias; Jacob the Son of Sofa; and Simon 
the Son of Cathlas ; Idumacans. And then of John's Difciples, there were Gyftbaus 
and Alexas ; and of the Zelotes, there was Simon the Son of Jair. 

In ihe Compafs of feven Days, the Foundations of Antonia were all turned up to 
the Bottom, and a broad Way cut out for the Lt-gions to march up to the WalT; where 
they immediately fell to work upon four Mounts : The firO, over-againft the Corner 
of the inner Temple that looks North and Eaft : The fecond, againft the Gallery, to 
the Northward betwixt the two Gates: The third, towards the Weft Porch of the 

outward 
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outward Temple; and the fourth, towards the North Porch. But it was an infinite 
Charge and Labour, the bringing the Materials a hundred Furlongs from the Place : 
Bcfide the many Surprifes they met withal by the Way ; for the Romans were over 
confident and carelcfs, and the Jews mad and rafli enough to venture upon any Thing. 

It was the Pradlice of feveral of the Romans, when they went out a foraging, to turn 
their Horfes loofe a grazing; and it was then a common Thing for the Jews to (ally 
out upon fo fair an Opportunity, and carry them off. This happened fo often that 
Titus imputed it at laft, rather to the Negligence of the Romans, than to the daring 
Induftry of the Jews. And he found himfclf much in the Right too; for upon the 
putting of one Soldier to death for the Lofs of his Horfe, it fecured all the reft; for 
the Soldiers and their Horfes never parted after. 

When they had now raifcd their Platforms, and put themfelves in Condition to 
mount their Attacks againft the Temple, there came down the next Day a Rabble of 
a Fa(flion, that were ready to ftarve in the City for want of Pillage. This leditious 
Crew, about the eleventh Hour of the Day, made an Effort upon the Roman Guards 
toward the Mount of Olivet, in hope of either taking them unawares, or finding them 
withdrawn. The Romans faw the Storm coming; and, taking the Alarm in Time, 
drew pfxt all the Strength they were able to make, and put a Check to a mod defperate 
Attempt they had projedled upon the Wall. It came, in fhort, to a bloody Difpute, 
and there were great Things done on both Sides ; the Romans valuing themfelves upon 
the Reputation of their Pro wcfs and military Conduft; and the Jews flattering them- 
felves in the Force of a fool-hardy and a miftaken Valour, The one fought for Shame, 
the other upon Neceffity : For the Romans looked upon the Jews to be as good as^ 
noofcd, and could never have wiped off the Difgrace, if they had let them go again : 
And the Jews on the other Hand, had no Way of coming off but by forcing the 
Romans. 

There goes a wonderful Story of one Pedanius, a Roman Cavalier, which is thus t 
The Jews happened to be routed once, and purfued by the Befiegcrs into the Valley : 
This fame Pedanius pulhing full Speed after them, overtook a corpulent young Man, 
and heavy armed, fpurring for Life. He look him off from his Horfc by the Leg, in 
the Middle of his Courfe, and carried him away a Prifoner, for a Prefent to Cafar. 
Titus was in high Admiration at the Strength and Addrefs of this Man : But the Pri- 
foner was put to d^aih upon it, for the Villany of the Attempt ; Titus's Heart at the 
fame Time being fct upon the Difpatch and finifliing of the great Work. 

The Jews, finding themfelves every Day weaker and weaker, the War hotter, and 
the Contagion ready to feize the very Temple itfclf, did, in this. Cafe, as Men 
do in peftilential DKlempers, by cutting off ihe infeded Parts, to fave the Body. Ac- 
cording to this Allegory, the Jews began with fetting fire to that Part of the Gallery, 
that reaching from the North to the Eufl:, faced Antonia; where they made a Gap of 
near twenty Cubits, and wrought the final Defl:ruftion of the holy Place with their ov/n 
Hands. 

On the four and twentieth of the Month before-mentioned, the Roman:^ put the fame 
Gallery in a Flame; and when the Fire bad gained fourteen Culits, the Jews took 

down 
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down the Roof of it, and fo went on, Aill cutting off all Comaiunication with Antooia: 
Not but that they might have hindered the Burning of it, if they would* as they ought 
to have done ; but their Way was to regulate the Miibhief they did by their own Con^ 
venience : And all this while there palTed daily Skirmiihes and Encounters every where 
about the Temple. 

There was, at this Time, a contemptible Figure of a Man, that was a |ew4 a 
dwarfi(h ill-looked Fellow; and as defpicable for his Fortune and Family, aa otherwii(ie; 
and his Name was Jonathan. He went out one Day to the Momunemt of Joha the 
High-Pfieft, and there talking vain-glorioufly of himfelf, he made a Cnallenge to any 
Man of the whole Roman Army, to meet him with his Sword in hit Hand. There 
was no-body appeared to take him up; but Cotnt defpifcd him; others, as it iaUs oat 
many Times in thofe Cafes, were afraid of him: ^ome were not for j^hting, they 
faid, with a Man that had a Mind to die; nor others with Men in Defpair^ that fear 
neither God nor Man; or where there ia Honour to be loft on the one Sidie, and none 
to be gotten on the other: Befide, that a Brute and a Man are not upon equal Teniu. 
When this infolent fcofiing Jew had waited a long Time for a Champion, deTcanting 
upon the Cowardice of the Romans, and nobody came; there was a proud arrugam 
Man, and a Roman CavaUer, one Pudens, that out of an Indignation for thiSi^tf^BW^ 
ftood forth inconfideraiely enough, and accepted the Challenge, which, in dM fiad, 
made Sport for the Company : The Contempt he had for the Jew made him rafli Md 
carelefs; fo that getting an unlucky Stumble, Jonathan made his Advantage of tt* and 
killed him when he was down: Trampling the dead Body under his Feet, and ▼apauT'- 
ing over it with his Buckler in his left Hand, and his ^Bloody Sword ia his right, 
clattering his Arms together, and inCulting at the fame Time with foul Language and 
Ribaldry, both againft his Adverfary and the SpeAators of the Roman Army. Wliik 
Jonathan was in the Height of his Buffoonery and Exultation; Prifcus, a Centurion, 
(hot him through the Heart widi an Arrow; which ftruck him dead upon the Body of 
his Enemy. This put both Jews and Romans into an Uproar, though upon Afferent 
Motives, and was looked upon as a juft Judgment upon Jonathan for aiTunung that to 
his Virtue, which was only due to his Fortune. 

CHAP- VI. 

/4 T^f^ar betiutxt the Temple and the Mounts. The Jews confound the Ro- 
mans hy a Stratagem. Ticus pities them. The Bravery of Longus. 
A firange Efcape of Artorius. 

THE Faction in the Temple, was now in open War with the Soldiers upon the 
Mounts; and on the 27th of the Month aforefaid, the Jews bethought 
themfelves of this Stratagem. They filled the Roof of the Weftern Porch, betwixt 
the Top of it and the Timbers, with a Quantity of dry Wood, Sulphur, and bftumi- 
nous Matter: And then pretending to give Way upon an Attack, they furred them* 
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felves to be beaten out, as if they had not been able to maintain it. A Company of 
ralh'People followed them clofe ojpon the Purfuit, and fet up Ladders to make good 
what the other had quitted: But tne wifer Sort looked upon the whole to be a Tricky 
and> never ftirred for the Matter. Upon the Romans crouding into the Porch, the 
Jews fet fire to it, and all was immediately in a Blaze, to the Aftonifhment even of 
thofe that were out of Reach of it; but the moft defperate Horror and Confulion ct 
the reft imaginable. Some plunged themfelves into Wells and Pits; others leaped 
head-long down the Houfes, fome running one Way, fome another : Some finothered 
in the Flame, and others cafting themfelves upon their Swords, to prevent one Death 
by another. 

Thi| Spectacle went to the Heart of Csefar, out of a generous Companion he had 
for the Calamity of fo difmal a Mifcarriage: Not but that he was offended with his 
Soldiers to the very Death, for venturing upon fuch an Attack without Orders. But 
they had this Comfort however in their Diftrefs, that to balance the Lofs of their 
Lives,^ they had the Love and Pity of their Prince for whom they died;, for they could 
fee hinv calling and labouring up and down to do all that was poiTible for their Re-* 
lief: And every Inftance of his AiFedion was lookod upon as a Memorial to his im<^ 
moF^Jionour.. A« fbr thofe that made a (hift to efcdpe the Fury of the Flames^ 
thif were befet by the Jews, and after a ftout Refinance, every^' Man of them put 
to the Sword. 

There fell a World of brave Men in this terrible Adventure, but none greater than* 
one Longus: who, with Honour to all the reft in general, mirft not be forgotten upon 
this Occafion in particular. This Loogus was a Roman, and in the Vigour of his 
Youth. The Jews found him a daring and a dangerous Man, and had no Way to cut. 
him off, unlefs they could get hioidowrtto them upon Honour^ that he (hould return 
fafe again without any Violence to his Perfon. His Brother Cornelius taking Notice 
of tbi», called om to him, on the other Hand, adjuring bim not to do any thing, that 
either his Country or himfelf ihould have Reafon to be aftiamed of. Longus, upon^ 
this, drew his Sword, and, in the Sight of both Parties, killed himfelf.. 

There was alfo one Artorius that delivered himfelf fron^ the Fire by an* arfiiicidr' 
Addrefs. He was reduced to an Extremity; and feeing one Lucius, his Fellow-Sol- 
dier and Comrade, within Call; '^ Catch me m thy Arifts, fays he, ackl break my 
•* Fall, and I'll make thee my Heir." Artorius took his Leap; and the other difpof- 
ing himfelf to receive him, the Weight of tbe one deflhroyed the other; dashing him' 
to Pieces upon the Place. This Mifcarriage, for the prefent, made many a fad Heart 
among the Romans ; but it kept them afterwards upon al heiWr Guard againft the 
Frauds and Subtilties of the Jews, which were very fly and dangerow^t0 thofe that 
were not Wtll aware of them. 

The Porchr was burnt as far as the Tower that John crtStei in his War with Simon, 
trpon the Pillars that led tait: And the Jew^, after the bwniiig of the RomaAs, as 
sbove, brake down the reft. On the Day following, the Romans put Fire alfe to the 
North Porch, antf fo carried it before them to that on the Eaft,. that overlooks the 
Valley of Ccdron, irom a Precipice that turns one's Brain to Ibok down it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Ihe extreme Mi/cry that attends Famine. 

r-y^ il I S was the Face of Things about the Temple: The City well nigh dcpopu? 
J|^ latcd with a devouring Famine, and the Mifery of it not to be numbered or 
cxpicfTcd. It was enough to create a War in a Family, to have but any Jca]ou(y of 
Meat in it, and enough to break the tendcreft Friendihips in Nature. ThoJfe that 
were evidently ftarved to Death could not yet be believed at the laft Gafp, that ihcy 
died in Want : But they would fearch the very Bofoms of the Dead for Bread, when 
tliey had no longer any Breath in their Bodies. If they mifled what they looked /or, 
their Defpairs hurried them up and down raging like mad Dogs, and daggering 4ike fo 
many drunken Men; ranfacking the fame Houfes at every Nook and Corner of them 
over and over again: Nothing coming amifs to them, which the fouleft of Brutes them- 
fclves would boggle at : Girdles, Shoe-Leather, Beads Skins, &c. Nay a Handful of 
old Wx'j v/as fold for four Atticks. But why do I trouble myfelf with Illuflrations 
of this dreadful Judgment, by Things inanimate; having at Hand fuch an lodance 
for Matter of Fadl, as was never known either among Greeks or Barbarians! And the 
Story is not to be heard or reported without Horror. I could be well enough dSoleot 
to pafs over this Relation, led Poderity fliould take me for a Falfary: But I have fo 
many Witneflcs to the Truth of it, that I fliouId be wanting to my Country in fuch 
a Partiality lo the Dead, to fupprefs it. 



CHAP. VIIL 

A Mother drejfes and eats the Flejh of her own Son. Cacfar innocent upon 

the nvhole Matter. 

THERE was a certain Woman beyond Jordan, whofe Name was Mary. She 
was the Daughter of Eicazar, of the Village Vetezobra: That is to fay, the 
Houfe of Hyflbp; rich, and well-born. She fled in Company with feveral others, 
and took Sandtuary in Jerufalem; where they had the Fortune to be beiieged. The 
Tyrants dripped this Lady of all (he brought publickly along with her, that was pre- 
cious : And for any Thing clfe that was concealed, either Goods or Provifions ; her 
Houfe was daily broken up and rifled by the Soldiers. Upon this Ufage, the Woman 
fell foul upon the Faftion with the biitered and the mod outrageous Language; but 
could not prevail with any of thefe Monders yet, either in Pity or in Rage, to put 
her to Death. When (he found herfelf brought to this Extremity, that flic had no 
Way left her in Nature to keep Body and Soul together (the Gripes of a tormenting 
Famine having already fcized her, and no Poflibility of getting over them) flie deli- 
vered herfelf up to Fury and Necefiity, and pitched upon the moit unnatural Refolu- 
tion that ever was heard of. 

She 
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fage. He was obferved to be ftill more clamorous upon Feflivals, {^an upon other 
Days ; and at this Rate he went on for feven Years and five Months ; and neither his 
Voice nor his Strength failing him, 'till the Siege of Jerufalem verified his Prediditons. 
After this, he took the Tour of the Wall once again, crying out (with a (Wronger Voice 
than ordinary) *« Woe, Woe to this City, this Temple, and this People!" .Concluding 
at laft with a " Woe, Woe be to myfelf !" And in this Inftant he was taken off with 
a Stone from an Engine in the middle of all his Forebodings. 

Here is enough faid to convince and fatisfy Mankind, that our Deflrudtion is from our- 
felves, and that Providence is wanting in nothing to us, that may conduce to thecommoa 
Good and Benefit of reafonable Nature: As well by the Means of Forefight and Revela- 
tion, as by the Aid and Faculty of Reafon. But when we are precautioned of future E- 
vents, and will take no Warning, our Ruin lies at our own Door. How came the Jews» 
after the taking of Antonia, to make the Temple fquare, when they were confcious to 
themfelvtis of a Prediction in holy Writ, that the Temple and City fhould be both 
taken, whenever it (hould be reduced to that Figure ? But the chief Motive to this 
unfortunate War, was the Ambiguity of another Text, importing, that in thofe Days 
there fhould one come out of Judaea that fhould have the Command of the whole 
World. Now they applied this to their own Nation, and many great Men fell into 
the fame Error : But this Prophecy, in Truth, was intended of Vefpafian; who was^ 
created Emperor in Judaea. But Interpretations go by Fancy ; fome one Way, fome 
another : And lb it fared with the Jews, 'till they came in the End to pay for their 
Miltakes, with the irreparable Deftrudlion of themfelves and of their Country. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Titus proclaimed Emperor. The Force of Hunger and Drought in ExtrC' 
mity. Certain 'Priefts ordered to be put' to death. The FaBion dejires a 
Treaty i and Titus agrees to it. A pertinent Difcourje upon the Sub' 
jeB. Titus oQ^ers them Terms ^ which they re/ii/e, under 'Pretence of an 
Oath to the contrary. Titus orders, upon this, that no Jew Jhall have 
either Trote&ion or ^larter. The Romans fall on tutth Fire and Sword; 
hut Titus continues tender and good-natured to the laft. 

TH £ Rebels being now fled into the City, the Temple and every Thing about 
it ftill in a Blaze, the Romans lodged their Enfigns againft the Eaftern Gate ; 
where they offered Sacrifice, and with great Shoots and Acclamations, proclaimed Ti- 
tus Emperor. They got fo prodigious a Booty, that Gold iix Syria was brought down 
upon it 10 half the Price. 

There was a Child among the Priefts upon the Wall, that begged of the Roman 

Guards only a fup of Drink to quench his Thirft ; which they freely gave him, out of 
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a Tendernefs bo^ to his Age and to his Necdlity^ up)n Promifes of good Faith oil 
both Sides. The Child went down and drank» and tnen filled a Flaggon that he car- 
ried along with him, and made fuch hafle hack with tt to his Friends, that the Guards 
could not overtake him. The Romans charged the Boy with Breach of Articles; but 
he pleaded for himfelf, that he covenanted only for Liberty to fetch the Water, not 
to continue with them when he had it, and confequently had broke no Conditions. 
They found the Fraud lb innocent, that they were well enough concent to be fo cousened. 

When the Priefts had (laid five Days longer upon the Wall, they were forced to 
come down, and deliver up themfelves by the extreme NecefHty of an outrageous Hun- 
ger. The Guards took them to Titus, where they cift themfelves at his Feet for 
Mercy. But his Anfwer was, they (liould have thought of that fooner: For now the 
Temple was gone, it was but reafonable the Priefts (hould go too, and that they and 
their Temple (hould be infeparable. Upon this, Titus ordered the Priells to be put to 
Death. 

The Heads of the Fadtion finding themfelves prefTed at all Hands, and fo furrounded 
that it was impoflible to come off, they propoCcd a Conference with Csefar; who, out 
of his natural Generofity and Goodnefs, inclined to entertain it, partly out of a DeGre 
to fave the Town, and partly at the Indance of his Friends, in hopes that the Rebels 
might be brought to belter Terms for the future. Titus made a Stand at the Weft 
Side of the inner Temple near the Gates that led into the Gallery; and there was a 
Bridge of Communication betwixt the Temple and the upper Town ; which at this 
Time parted the Romans and the Jews. The Soldiers gathered on both Sides about 
their Generals: The Jews on the one Hand, to learn what hope of Pardon; and the 
Romans on the other, out of Curiofity to fee how Titus would receive them : Who, 
in the firft Place, commanded Peace and Silence, and that his Men fliould forbear 
Shouting; after which he delivered his Mind to them by an Interpreter; giving thereby 
to underftand that he had a Right to fpeak firft, 

«« And is not your Country miferable enough yet,' do you think, good People? 
«* (fays he) Will you never be brought to a Scnfe either of your own W^akncfs, or 
•* of the Roman Power; but like fo many Beafls and Madmen, ruin your People, 
«* City and Temple all in one; and yourfclves too molT: defcrvedly in the C;/nLlufiunj 
<< When were you ever out of Brpils and Tumults, fince Pompey laid your City in 
" Rubbilh ? And nothing will ferve you now but open War agninft the Romans. Is 
«« it your Numbers you depend upon ? Why you have feen, fays he, that one half of 
** our Army have been able lo deal with you. Or do you value yourfeivcs upon the 
*' Faith of your Auxiliaries and Allies? Where is that People under the Sun that is 
" not more or lefs in our Allegiance ? or that would not rather have the Romans to 
«' Friend, than the Jews ? If you reckon upon the Strength of your Bodies, take no- 
" tice that the Germans are our Suhjedls. And fo for tht Firmnefs of your Walls: 
•« Are they ftronger than the Britons Wall, the Ocean ? And yet th« fc People, with 
«* that Fence, have not been able to withft^nd us. Or if you r^ly upon ihc AdcJrefs 
«« and Refolution of your Leaders, we have been too hjrd you k:n>iv for the Cactha- 
'« ginians themfelves. But it is the Humanity of the Romans, that hath raifed up E- 
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<'• nemies to themfelves : Firft, in giving you Lands in PofTeirion ; and then in ere^ing 
^* Kings out of your own Tribes to govern them. We have alfo granted you the Free- 
'^ dom and Exercife of your Country's Laws, and permitted you to live both at Home 
«< and Abroad according to your, own Liking. And, which is more than aU the reft, 
«« we have allowed you the Privilege of colledting, receiving, and employing Contrt- 
" butions and Tributes for the Maintenance of your Religion and God's holy Wor- 
** fliip, with all Freedom to yourfelves and your Friends. And what is the Ufe you 
*' have made of all thefe Graces and Benefits, but to inrich yourfelves into a Capacity 
" of doing us the more Mifchief in the employing of our own Money againft our- 
«! felvcs ? You do, in Truth, behave yourfelves like the worft of Serpents, that prac* 
*« tifr upon the Lives of thofe that take them into their Bofoms. 

<^ It is agreed that the Contempt you had for the fpiritlefs Heavinefs of Nero, made 
«^ you forget the Quiet that at the fame Time you enjoyed, and put you upon ambi« 
«* tious and extravagant Defigns. 

** My Father, you muft know, did not come to Judaea to call you to an Account 
•* for your Defedtion from Ceftius ; but rather to reform you by Admonitioh and good 
«« Advice. If the depopulating of this Nation had been his Bufinefs, he would have 
«' ftruck at the Root, and begun with Jerufalem, rather than Galilee, and thofe Parts 
«* thespabouts ; which he did on Purpofe to give you Room and Leifure to repent. 
«« But this Good- nature of his paflcd for Weaknefs, and our Lenity hath given you 
<* a Boldnefs that you take for Courage. 

'* After the Death of Nero, according to the Cuftom of other wicked Men, you 
«« made Advantage of our Divifions ; and my Father and myfclf were no fooner gone 
'* to -/Egypt, but you took the Opportunity of our being out of the Way, to lay the 
«« Foundation of a War againft us : And notwithftanding all the Proofs we have given 
" you of our Tcnderncfs and Humanity in the Government of thofe Provinces, you 
*« had yet the Face to enter into Pradliccs againft us, even when my Father was already 
** declared Emperor, and mylelf Caefar. Nay, and it went further yet. For after 
" the very Eftablirtiment of us by common Confent, in the quiet and peaceable Pof- 
«« fefllon of the Empire ; and the gratulatory Compliments that were paid us by fo- 
" reign Miniftcrs, upon our Acceflion to the Government, who but the Jews to be 
*^ ftill our Enemies ! as appeared by their Difpatches of Embaffies and Deputations as 
" far as beyond Fuj^hrates, for Affiftance in their Revolt. To fay nothing of your 
<< new Fortifications, Fadtions, and Competitions, till it came in the End to a civil 
•« War : An Ingraritude that none but the wickedeft of Men could have been guilty of. 

** When my Father fent me (though with great Difficulty and Reludlance) to call 
<* this ftubborn rebellious City to an Account, how did I pleafe myfelf to hear that 
«« the People were veil diipofed towards a Peace ! How did I beg of you to prevent a 
" War before a Blow m as ftruck ! Can you fay that I did not make it as eafy to you 
«« afterwards as I could ? Did I ever refufe any Man of you that offered himlclf ? Did 
** I ever b^eak Faith w'.tii any Man that came over to me ? How tender was I of von r 
«« Prii'oners ! Qr was I ever hard upon any Man that did not inflame the Quarrel ? 
" With what Unwillingnefs did I come to the battering of your Walls ! And fo I 
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•« kept off all bloody Executions from you, as moch as pofTible. When did I ever 
'' get the better ot you, and not Aie for Peace, as if you yourfelves had been the Con- 
<^ querors ? Whenever I came near your Temple, I Cook no Advantage of the Right 
*' I had by the Law of Arms to the deftroying of it : But only made it my Rcqueft 
«» to you to fpare yourfelves^ and all that was holy that belonged to you. Did I 
«* not oflfer you free Leave to depart, and upon Terms of Security too ? Or if nothmg 
" but fighting would ferve your Turn, I gave you the choice of your own Time and 
" Place : And what is the Fruit now of all this Tendrrnefs, but the burning of the 
•* Temple with your own Hands, that I would fo fain have preferved ? And have you 
'• the Impudence now at laft to invite me to a Parley, as if you had any Thing Jeft 
** you to atone for what you have deftroyed ? How can you expeft a Pardon for your- 
•* felveSy that would not fo much as Pardon your own Temple ? And here } ou prefent 
'* yourfelves in Arms too, without fo much as pretending to be Supplicants. But to 
** come now to the Ground of this miferable Confidence. Your People have neither 
*' Heart nor Soul left them; your Temple is gone, the City mine, and yourfelves all 
" at my Mercy : And yet you would be thought to infift upon Terms of Honour now 
•* at laft. But not to ftand expoftulating any longer with your pertinacious Follies, 
** lay down your Arms, and render yourfelves, and I am yet content to give you your 
" Lives : And when I have once done ncceflary Juftice upon the main, you (hall find 
*' me a gentle Mafter as to the reft." The Fartion returned him this Anfwcr, «« That 
'* they could not deliver themfelves up, upon any Promife or AfTurance he could give 
«* them, becaufe they were under an Oath to the contrary : But that they were ready 
*• to be gone, if he pleafed, with their Wives and Children into the Defert, and leave 
•* the Town to the Romans." Titus took it fo very heinoufly to fee Prifoners giving 
Law, and impofing Conditions upon the Conquerors, that he prcfently cauied Procla* 
mation to be made, •* That no Jew fliould prcfume, for the future, to make any fur- 
*' ther Application to Titus, or expeft either Proteftion or Quarter : But that they 
** might now defend themfelves by Arms as well as they could ; for Csefar was re- 
«* folved to govern himfelf by the Rules of War :" So the Soldiers had Leave given 
them to fall on with Fire and Sword, and make their beft of the Spoil of the City. 
There was nothing done that Day 5 but the next Morning they fct fire to the Regifter- 
Office, the Caftle, the Council-Chamber, and a Place called Ophlas : And fo the Fire 
went on to Queen Helen's Palace in the Middle of the Mount, carrying all before it, 
together with the dead Bodies, whereof the Houfcs and Streets were crouding full. 

On the fame Day, the Sons and Brethren of King Izatcs, with fcveral other Pcrfons 
of Honour, joined in a Petition to Ca^far for their Lives; who, according to his ufual 
Pradice, gi anted the Petition, though very much incenfed againft the Party. But 
ihcy vvcru nil ordered to Prifon, and the Sons and near Relations of Izates carried af- 
terwards bound to Rome for Hoftages. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The Faffion moves to the Talace Royal^ where they cut tff 8400 Terfom, 

and feize all the Treafure. A nice Toint of Rorban Honour. Jofeph 

gives good yJdvicey but it is loft upon them. Sinks and Vaults are fearched 

for Deferters^ and they kill all they take. No Death ft> ghaftly as that 

of a Famine. The laft Hope of the FaBion is in their Hiding-holes. 

TH E Rebels fteered their Courfe next to the King's Houfe, a ftrong and a fafe 
Place, with a great Treafure laid up in it. The Jews beat the Romans out of 
the Houfe; killed to the Number of eight thoufand four hundred Perfons there, and 
carried off all the Money. Upon this Encounter^ there were two Roman Soldiers 
taken alive, a Horfe-man and a Foot-man : The latter was killed, and dragged along 
the Streets quite through the Town, as if it bad been to revenge the whole Nation 
upon that fmgle Body. The Horfe<*man, upon a Pretence that he had fomewhat of 
Moment to communicate, was carried to Simon : And having nothing to fay when he 
came there. Order was given to Ardalas, one of Simon's Officers to have him put to 
Death. So he was prefently taken out with his Hands bound behind him, and a 
Swathing-band over his Eyes, to have his Head cut off within Sight of the Romans ; 
but as the Executioner was drawing his Sword to do his Office, the Prifoner ftartcd 
away, and made his Efcape over to the Romans. Titus would not fufffer him to be 
put to Death, only for giving the Enemy the Slip ; but looked upon it as fuch an In- 
dignity to have a Roman Soldier taken alive, that he was difarmed and cashiered 
upon it ; which, to a Man of Honour, is worfe than Death. 

It being the Romans Fortune the next Day to rout the Jews out of the lower City, 
they put all in a Blaze as far as Siloah ; and had the Pleafure of feeing what Tlavock 
the Conflagration made, but the Booty was gone : For the Ruffians had difpofcd of 
that already into the upper Town, Now they were not a People to repent of any 
Mifchief they had ever done, and they kept up their Arrogance in the worft of For- 
tunes. The burning of the City was to them a Spedacle of Joy; and they declarecl 
that, as Matters flood at that Time, they were ready to welcome Death itfelf with 
Comfort : Fur now the People were wafted, and almoft totally cut off"; the Temple 
burnt to Aflies, and the Town all in a Flame, there was nothing left for the Romans 
that were to come after them to joy in. 

But while Things were at this Pafs, Jofeph did all that was to be done to fave the 
mlferable Remains of a ruined and defolated City; dividing himfelf in his Applications, 
betwixt Invcftives r.gainft the impious Inhumanities of the one Side, and feafonablc 
Encouragements and good Counfels to the other: But it was all to no Purpofe; for the 
Jews were both tied up by their Oath, and as good as befiegcd by the overpowering Num- 
ber of the Romans; btfidcs that, their Swords were wonted to Blood and Slaujjhter. 

In this Diftradlion, they fcattered themfclves all over the City; hunting, and watch- 
ing up and down in the Ruins, Vaults and elfewhere for Deferters. They took a great 
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many of them, and they killed all they took; for they were too weak to run for it, and 
their dead they caft to the Dogs : But of all Deaths, Famine was the mod frightful and 
ghaftly. There were fcveral that went over to the Romails, without either the Hope, 
or the Defire of any other Mercy from them, than what they promifed thcmfelves in 
the EM:hange of onu Death for another. And this was the Cafe with the Seditious alfo 
upon the fame Account. The Streets were covered with dead Bodies from one End of 
the City to the other; which were either murdered, or ftarved. 

The 1^ Hope of the tyrannical Faftion, was in the Receffes of Sinks and Privies, 
upon a vain Fancy that they might lie concealed there 'till all fliould be over, and the 
Romans gone; and that then they might make their Efcape; not confidering, tiiat 
Holes and Hiding- Places are no Proof againft the all-feeing Eye of Juftice. The Jews 
that were poffcfled of thefe fubterranean Retreats, did more Mifchicf than the Romans 
by the Fire ; killing and robbing all they could meet that came for ban£tuary to thofc 
Caverns : And let iheir Food be never fo coarfe or f ul, fuch was their Neceflity, that it 
became a Caufe of Quarrel ; infcmuch, that I veriJ) believe, if the Siege had con- 
tinued, the Living would have been Inhuman enough to eat the Fle(h of the Dead. 



CHAP. XV. 

The Upper Town not to he taken ivithout new Mounts. Titus Jets theTro- 
jeB afoot. The Idumaeans offer him their Service by iheir Deputies ; and 

beg his Tardon. Titus grants them their Requeft\ but Simon immediate^ 
puts the Deputies to death. Whole Families fold like Herds of Rjeajis « 

a Market. T\xm% fets 40,000 Men at Liberty that come over to him. 

Jefus, a Triejl, articles with Caefar for his Life. Phineas, the Trca- 
fur cry makes a farther Difcovery. 

THE Upper Town was feated upon fuch Crags and Precipices, that Titus foaod 
it utterly impofTible to gain it without new Mounts; fo that upon the tweD- 
tieth of the Month Lous, he went in Hand with the Projedt. Carriage was extremely 
dear and troublefome (as I have faid elfewhere ;) for the Materials were all cut down for 
the former Works, within a hundred Furlongs of the Town. The four Legions threw 
up a Mount on the Weft-fide of the Town over-againft the Palace Royal: Tiiw Auxilia- 
ries and the reft caft up another toward the Gallery and the Bridge ; and a Fort thtf 
Simon built in his War with John, known by the Name of Simon's Tov cr. At the 
lame Time the Idumsean Officers laid their Heads together among themfelves how to 
defert, and get over to the Romans, and fent five Deputies with a Tender of tbeir Ser- 
vice to Titus, and a fubmifiive Petition for Mercy in the Name of the reft. This was 
fomewhat with the lateft; but Titus, however, upon an Opinion that Simon and John 
would never ftand it oat^ after fuch a Defer tion^ fent the Deputies back with a'Pro- 
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xnife of their Lives ; for he looked upon the Idutnaeans as the moA confiderable Part of 
their Army. This Plot^ it feems, had taken Air, and Simon caufed the five Deputies 
immediately to be put to deatht and their Leaders imprifonedi reckoning James the 
Son of Sofas for the Chief And though much' could not be expedted from the com- 
mon Soldiers, now the Officers were gone ; the reft; of the Idumseans were kept yet 
under a ftridter Guard ; and all too little to hinder them from running over* 
There were many cut off, it is true ; but more that cfcapcd ; and they were all re- 
ceived, for Titus had too much Generofity and Good-nature to prefs his former Pro* 
hibition to the uttcrmofl: Rigour; and the very Soldiers themfelves, betwixt the Hope 
of Booty, and a Glut of Blood, began to betake themfelves to a Courfe of Humanity 
and Moderation. As for the common People, (which were all that were now left) 
they wore told with their Wives and Children, like Beafts, in a Market, and that at 
very edfy Rates too, and but few Purchafers. Titus reflcding upon this, and Upon 
his own Proclamation, forbidding any more Jews to come over to him finglej out of a 
Delire to fave as many of them as he could : He was now pleafed to difpenfe with his 
own Order, and to receive as many of them, one by one, as prefcnted themfelves : But 
with Supervifors over them, to diftingutfh the Good from the Bad> and to deal with 
them according to their Merits. There were vaft Numbers of them fold, and upward 
of forty thoufand fet at Liberty by Titus, to go whither they would. 

There was at the fame Time one Jefus, a Priefl;, and the Son of Thebuth ; who 
compounded with 0<efar for his Life, upon Condition to deliver up to him fome of the 
VefTds, Donatives, and other Ornaments belonging to the holy Temple. So he went 
cut, and gave him over the Wall two Candlefticks like thofe in the Temple ; £omc 
Tables, Cups, and Goblets ; all fubftantial and pure Gold : He gave him alfo feveral 
Veils, facerdotal Hahits, precious Stones, and a great Number of facrificing VcfTels. 

There was alfo taken, one Phineas, the Keeper of the holy Trcafure; who produced 
a great many Priefts Habits and Girdles ; purple and fcarlet Stuffs, that were orderly 
folded up for \Jlt. There was alfo a Proportion of Cinnamon, CaiSia, Gums, and 
Perfumes for daily Incenle ; beiides feveral Sorts of holy Ornaments and private Goods, 
But for the Sake of this Service, though the Man was a fair Prifoner of War, anci 
taken by Force, he was treated yet as if all he did had been out of pure good WiiL 



CHAP. XVL 

Tbe mounts are Jtmfhed: And the Romans advance 'with their Machines, 
Some jhift for themfelves : y^nd others ft and their Ground. Simon and 
John in Horror and Dejparation ivith frightful Stories andfalfe Alarms. 
They gnc up three Forts that could never have been taken but by 
flarving^ -which did the whole l-f'ork. The Kom?ins carry all bcjore t hem ; 
and the Jews, like Vipers, eat out the Belly of their Mather. A pious 
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Ejaculation of TitusV. He ere&s a Monument to his good Fortune. 
Titus gives Orders about his 7rifofiers. 

THE Works being now finiflied, on the fcventh of the Month Gorpiaeus, or 
September^ (having been eighteen Days a doing) the Romans advadctd their 
Machines ; and that Part of the Fadtion that defpaired of holding out, quitted the 
Walls, and withdrew to the Caftlc ; others into Privy Houfes and Vaults : But the 
more Refolute flopped, and made Head againfl thofe that were to manage the Battery: 
The Enemy all this while being fuperior to them, both in Strength and Number; over 
and above the Advantage of Men in Heart, and pufFed up with Succefs againft a fad, 
a defpairing, and an unfortunate People. So foon as ever they took Notice of any 
Flaw in the Wall, or that any of the Turrets gave Way to the Engines, the Defendants 
fhifted immediately away as fail as they could ; infomuch, that Simon and John them* 
felves were feized with a pannic Terror j and fled, even before the Romans were come 
within Diftance of doing them any Hurt : And yet at the fame Time they had their 
Fits of Aftoniftiment upon them. It would have grieved ones Heart, though for the 
vileft of Mifcreants, to fee thofe Men trembling and knocking their Knees, as if they 
were finking into the Ground, that had been but juft before, in the Height of their 
Arrogance and Prefumption, both in Words and Anions. Never fo wonderful a 
Change ! They made an Attempt indeed upon the Wall of Circumvallation that the 
Romans raifed about the Town. In (hurt, they attacked it, and made a Breach in it; 
with a Refolution to fall upon the Guards, and make an Efcape : But perceivingt 
when they looked to be feconded, that their Friends had all forfaken them, they hur* 
ried away in a Confufion, as their Fears and their Neceflities moved them. In this 
fantaftical Variety of frightful ITiings and Thoughts, every Man framed a Story accord- 
ing to his Imagination. One brings News that the whole Wall to the Wcftward, was 
overthrown; others, that the Romans were juft at the Foot of it: Some, that they 
were entered, and fuch and fuch of them were feen in Pofleflion of the Towers. What- 
ever they feared, they faw; falling proftrate upon their Faces, and bemoaning their 
Follies in a Pailion, as if they had been Thunder-ftruck, not knowing which Way to 
turn themfelves. 

The Power of God on the one hand, and his Goodnefs on the other, was very re- 
markable upon this Occafion ; fbr the Tyrants ruined themfelves, by quitting thofe 
Holds of their own Accord, that could never have been taken but by Famine; and 
this, after the Jews had fpent fo much Time to no Purpofe upon other Pieces of leis 
Value. By this Means, the Romans became Mafters of three impregnable Forts, by 
. Fortune, th^t could never have been taken any other Way : For the three famous 
Towers formerly mentioned were Proof againft all Battery. 

UpOli Simon and John's quitting thefe Towers; or rather, upon their being driven 
out of them by the Impulie of a judicial Infatuation, they haftened away to the Vale 
of Siloah, where they took Breath awhile-; and after fome RecoUcftion and Refrefli- 
ment, they gave an Aflault to the new Wall there: But fo faint and weak, that (he 
Guards beat them off; for betwixt Fatigue, Defpondency, Dread, andMifcr), their 
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She had a Child fucking at her Breaft, which (he fnatched up; and looking ten- 
derly upon it, " What, fays (he, (hall I fay unto thee, thou moft unfortunate Infant, 
" to be brought into the World, under a Complication of three fuch dreadful Judg- 
•* ments, as War, Famine, and Rebellion! Which of the Three ftiall I reftr\'e thee 
** for? The Romans will give thcc^ thy Life perhaps, but not thy Liberty, Now Fa- 
** mine will prevent Slavery ; but for our prefent Tyrants, thou wilt find them incom- 
** parably worfe than the other two. What canft thou do better now, than to fupply 
•' the Want of a Meal's Meat to thy ftarving Mother, and hag out the Party with the 
*« Horror of the Fadt ? And then finally crown the Hiftory of the Jews, with the 
** only execrable Abomination that is yet wanting to the perfcdting of their Mifery?" 
With thefe Words (he killed her Child, boiled, and dreffed it ; the one Half of it 
fhe eat herfelf ; and the other Half of it (he fet by out of the Way, and kept covered. 
The Faction had it prefently in the Wind; and upon the fmell of the inhuman Cookery, 
they came immediately to the Woman's Houfe, with Menaces of Death without 
Mercy, if (he did not forthwith bring them out her Provifions. The Woman told 
them, that this was all (he had; and fo (hewed them the Remainder of her Child. They 
ftood like Statues upon the very Sight of it, ind fo fell to trembling, and ran ftark 
mad. '^ Look ye, fays the Woman, this is really my Son, and this Di(h is of my 
'< Drefling. I have eaten the one Half myfelf, and pray do you eat the other. You. 
^* will not pretend, I hope, to be nicer than a Woman, or tenderer than a Mother : • 
<^ But if you make a Confcience of the Oblation, I have eaten Part of it already, and 
«< you may leave the reft where you found it." Upon this, they went their Way in a 
quaking Terror ; and with fome Difticuhy, left the Child with the unhappy Mother : 
The only Thing they ever boggled at. 

The Noife of this bloody Execution was prefently all over the City; and fuch an Ab- 
horrence for it in general, as if every fingle Man had had a Part in the Crime. The 
Dread of the Famine made Men weary of their Lives, and the Living envied the Dead 
that were taken away, befere the Extravagance came to this Height. The Story w;:s 
quickly gotten from the Jews to the Romans, where fome pitied the People; others hated 
them for it: And fome again gave no Credit to it. *' Casfar acquitted himfclf, as in the 
^< Prefence of God, that he had done all he could to make the Jews eafy and happy in 
'< their Lives, Liberties, and Fortunes. But if they had rather be tearing one another 
<' to Pieces than live in Union, who could help it? If they had rather have War than 
«< Peace, or Famine than Plenty. Nay, if nothing elfe would ferve their Turn, but 
«' the firing of that very Temple with their Hands, which Titus did all that he could to 
<' preferve, their own Children were Meat good enough for fuch Parents ; And he 
^* was re(blved to bury their Iniquities in tlieir Ruin, and not to leave a City ftanding 
<^ under the Sun, where Mothers devoured their own Children ; and the Fathers yet 
•* the more impious of the •two, for keeping up the War, after fo many Demon- 
^ ftrations of God's terrible Difpleafure againft it." Titus, after this, reflecting upon 
the incorrigible Hardnefs and Obftinacy of the Fadtion, gave them all for loft; for 
if any thing in Nature would have wrought upon them, the Calamities they had fuffered 
already, might pofiibly have reclaimed them. 

Numb. 21. T t CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Batteries and Mines Jignify nothing. Titus tries Scaling-ladders. The 
Jews make a ftout Refijiance : And the Romans behave themfelves bravely. 
Titus orders the Romans to fet fire to the Gates. Two treacherous De- 
fetters go over to Titus; but he fufpeEls and pardons them. The Jews 
ivrapped up in Flames. The Galleries burnt to the Ground. Titus ad- 
vifes v)ith his Officers about the Temple ; fomefor one Things feme for 
another^ but Titus for faving it. The Jew/ make a defperate Sally upon 
the Romans ; Titus brings them off^ and f 01 ces the Jews into the Temple. 
This -was. the Jecond Time that Jciufalem was burnt upon the Jame Day 
of the Month. 

WHEN two of the Legions had finifhed their Platforms, Titus on the eighth of 
the Month Lous, ordered his Rams to be planted againft the Weftern Galfer^ 
ot the Outward-Temple, having played the heft Piece of Battery he had for fife 
whole Days without Intermiffion; but to no Purpofc: For the Work was Proof ag^iiift 
the Engines. There were others, at the fame Time, fapping the Foundations on (lie 
North-Side; and when they found that with an incredible Labour, they could only 
loofen fome of the outward-Stones, without moving any of the reft, for the Porch 
ftood yet firm, they perceived at laft that there was no good to be done by digging^nd 
mining, or by the Help of Levers and Bars : So that the Romans betook themfeiv^s^ to 
their Scaling-ladders. 

The Jews could not hinder them from planting their Ladders; but they made a brtrtc 
Refinance, where there was any Place for it : Encountering thole that got up, hand t0 
hand, before they could put themfelves upon their Guard ; cafling otbcrs down head« 
long, as they were mounting: Cutting off fome, as they were advancing with Relief; 
and fometimes over-turning Ladders, Men and altogether. So that the Romans Loft 
upon this Encounter was very confiderable; efpecially in the Drfputes they had ferihfe 
defending or recoverir>g of their Colours, as one of the nicefl; Points^of HontHir'among 
Swordmen. But, in the Concluiion, the Jews kept the Enfigns that they took, and 
killed the Enfign-Bearers; which terrified the reft, and forced them *a a. Retreat. 
Now to give the Befiegers their Due at laft, there fell not a Man of them bint died 
like a Roman. Thofe of the Fadtlon that had done bravely in former Encounters, did 
fo ftiU; and fb did Eleazar, the Nephew of the Tyrant Simon: But Tit bs findii^ by 
this Time, that in fparing a ftrange Temple, he did but facriiice fais own Men, 
gave order to his People forthwith to fet fire to the Gates. 

Upon this Occafion, there came over to him, Anantis of Emmaus, one of Siittcin's 
Guards, and the mod inhuman Wretch he had about him; with Avchelaus the^n of 
Magadathes : Who flattered themfelves with the Hope of better Quarter for leaving the 
Fad^icn upon a winning Hand. Titus was fo Well infordncd of lh« bat4>arOQS Pradices 

and 
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and Cbaradcrs of thefe pretended Converts, that he was once in the Mind to have cut off 
boih their Keads^ this Pretence notwithftanding ; being fully convinced, that it w*as pure 
Neceflity and Defign^ not AfFe(3;ion or good Will, that had brought them over. Nei- 
ther did he take them to have deferyed their Lives for that Service, that firft fet their 
Country in a Flame, and then abandoned it. But however, upon fecond Thoughts, he 
overcame the Provocation ; and fo forgave them, though with a Refolution never to trnft 
them. 

The Gates were by thi$ Time in a Blaze ; the Silver-work over them melted, and the 
Timbers all in a Flame; infomuch that the Fire was gotten to the next Galleries. This 
was fuch a Surprife to the Jews, to find Uiemfelves wrapt up in Flames, that they Rood 
gaping one upon another in an Aftoniihment, without fo much as attempting any T|iing 
toward their Relief: or concerning themfelves, eithor for what was already confupied, or 
for the faving of the reft. They had» in (hort, neither Heart nor Strength left them, 
and the Fire got Ground all that Day, and the Night following, *till by little and little 
it burnt down the Galleries. 

Titus gave Order next Day for the quenching of the Fire, and the levelling of the 
Ways for the March of his Army. After this bp called a Council of his General Ofli* 
cers : That is to (ay^ Tiberius Alexander^ his Lieutenant-Genera] ; Sextus Cerealis, the 
Commander ot the fifth Legion ; Lorgius Lepidus, of the tenth ; Titus Trigius, of the 
fifteenth ; and there were with thefe j^ternius Fronto, the Captain of the two Alexan- 
drian Legions, and -Marcus Antonius Julianus, the Governor of J udasa : With Colonels 
and other Officers to advife withal^ what Meafures to take in the Bufinefs of the Temple. 
Some were for keeping up to the StriAnefs of the Law of Arms ; for fo long as that 
Temple flood, and the numerous Meetings therein continued, the Jews (they faid) would 
never be quiet : Others were for the faving of the Temple, upon Condition of the Jews 
quitting it; and that there might be ^lo farther Quarrel about it; but if it (hould be 
gotten by the Sword, by all means to burn it, not as a Temple, bat as a Caflle ; for in 
chat Cafe, the Fault would be theirs that forced the burning of it; not theirs that did it 
by Neceflity. '« But, fays Titus, (interpofing here) " if the Jews will be obftinate, and 
«< turn a Temple into a Citadel, (hall I revenge the Stubbornnefs of a rebellious People 
^* upon Stocks and Stones, and lay the moft glorious Fabric of the Univerfc in Afhcs for 
«« their Sakes ? It would be an Affront to the Dignity of Rome itfclf, to think of de- 
•' priving the Empire of fo illuftrious an Ornament." When Fronlo, Alexander, and 
Cerealift found what Titus would be at, they came over to his Opinion, and fo the Coun- 
cil was difmiffed ; with Orders to thc|Army to reft and refresh themfclves, to be the fitter 
for Adtion : Several choice Battalions being commanded out, in the mean time, to look 
after the Fire, and cut out Ways over the Ruins. The Jews being now harafTed off 
their Legs and Courage, were quiet enough for this Day : But the Day following, when 
they had gathered Strength, and taken Heart again, they made a defperate Sally about the 
iecond Hour of the Day through the Eaftern Gate, upon the Guards of the outward 
Temple. The Romans flood the firft Shock like a Wall againft them, under the Power 
of their Bucklers, with a mighty Refolution : But that v/ould not have laftcd long againft 
fuch an Odds of Fiercenefs and Numbers, if Caefar, with a fclc<ft Body of Hcrfc (who 
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faw the Aiftion from Antonia,) had not come feafonably up to their Relief, before they 
gave ground. The Jews ibruok upon this Charge; and the Romans breaking in upon 
the Front, the reft betook themfelves to flight : And then the Romans drawin^'ofF in their 
Courfe, the Jews rallied and came on again. At this Rate they took their Tarns inter- 
changeably, one after another, for a better or a worfe, 'till about the fifth Hour of the 
Day ; when the Jev/s were forced into the Temple, and ftiut up there. Titus, upon 
this, withdrew to Antonia, with aRefolution to attack the Temple with his whole Army 
the next Morning, But God in his Providence had from all Eternity doomed it to the 
Fire ; and in Courfe of Time, the fatal Day was now at hand : The tenth of the Month 
Lous, and the very fame Day whereupon it was formerly burnt by N*buchadne2zar> 
the King of Babylon. But this was a Conflagration which the Jews brought upon them- 
felves ; for Titus had no looncr left them in quiet, but the Rebels made a Sally upon 
Csefar's Guards as they were at Work; by his Order, to extinguifh the Fire: Who ptft 
the Jews to the Rout upon it, and had the Purfuit of them to the Temple. 



CHAP. X. 

^ Soldier pretends a divine Impulfey and Jets fire to the Temple. Titus 
endeavours to flop it. yj dreadful Majjacre. 

THERE was at this Time a certain Soldier, that without any Pretence of Au* 
thority or Confcience for fo impious a Fafl, took upon him to aA by the lofpira- 
tion of a divine Impulfe. He mounted the Shoulders of one of his Comrades^ and then 
caft a flaming Brand into the golden Window that looks toward the Apartments oft the 
North-fuie of the Temple. The Place took fire immediately, which raifed fuch a hide- 
ous Outcry among the Jews, that they haftened all that was polTible to their Relief. 
For this was not a Time for fparing of their Lives, or their Perlons. when they bad left 
thQ only Thing that had made Life precious to them. The News of this Conflagration 
being brought to Titus, juft as he was laying himfelf down in his Tent to take a little 
Reft after the Fatigue of the Combat, he leapt up ; and immediately taking bis Chariot, 
paflTed away with it to the Temple, to try what he could do toward the putting out of ihc 
Fire. His great Oflicers followed him $ and the Legions after them, in fuch a Confuflon, 
as is but natural to a prodigious Multitude without Difcipline. Caefar did all chat was 
to be done with Words and Signs, towards the ftopping of it ; but it was all as good as 
nothing, for the greater Noife drowned the lefs ; and they were every jot as blind to the 
Signs and Motions of his Hand, as they were deaf to what he faid. Neither were the 
Soldiers governed by Menaces or Commands ; but only followed the Didtates of Rage 
and Paffion : Some were trampled upon, and fqucezed to death in Crouds ; others 
choakedin the fultry Ruins of the Galleries over the Porches : and the fame Thing, whe- 
ther they oveicame, or were overcome. The common Soldiers in the-Templc pretended, 
in Cxcufe of their Difobedience, that they could not hear their £mperor*8 Orders; and 
they that followed, gave the Word forward to throw Fire. The Rebels, in fine, had 

no 
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no way in the World to prevent it; and which Way foever they turned themfelvcs, they 
faw nothing but Blood and Deftrudtion. As for the poor People^ the fickly, and the 
unarniedy they put them to the Sword where-ever they found them : Mountains of dead 
Bodies piled up about the Altar, and Streams of Blood flowing down the Stairs ; with 
Numbers of miferable Creatures weltering in their own Gore. 

When Titus faw there was no reftraining the Fury of his Soldiers, and that the Fire 
gained every Day more and more upon him, he took (bme of his chief Ofticers along 
with him into the inward Temple: where, upon a ftriifl Examination of Matters, he 
found the Glory and Magnificence of the Place, even beyond the very Fame of it; 
or at lead equal to the Report of the Jews themfelves. But Titus obferving, that the 
Fire had not as yet taken the Sanduary, and making a true Judgment upon it, that it 
might not be yet too late to fave the holy Place; he ftarted up, and in his own Perfon 
earneftly befought his Soldiers to do their uttermoft to put a Stop to the Fire : giving 
it in Charge aUb to Liberalis, a Centurion of his Guards, to prefs the doing of it, and 
to cudgel thofe that refufed. But what with an ungovernable Rage, and an eager 
Fondnefs for War, neither Fear nor Refpeft was fufficient to keep them within the 
Compafs of their Djty. There were others again that*had their Hearts fet upon th& 
Booty; not doubting, but where the Doois where plated with Gold, they (hould find 
the Infide all filled with hidden Treafure. While Csefar was fo very intent upon the 
faving of the Temple, one of the Soldiers, at the iame Time, fet fire to fome of the 
Door-pofts; whereupon Titus and his Captains were forced to withdraw out of Diftance 
of preventing the Mifchief : So that the Temple was dedroyed at lad, in Defpite of 
whatever Titus could do to binder it. 

This Defolation was a Calamity to make ones' Heart bleed; the Ruin of the mod 
wonderful Fabric that ever was feen or heard of, both for Structure, Bulk, State, Mag- 
nificence, the Honour of Religion, and of holy Things. But we have this for our 
Comfort and Indrudtion yet, that there is an uncontroulable Fatality attends all the 
Works of the Creation, whether animate, or inanimate; and that all Things mud have 
their Period. It is a mod remarkable Revolution alfo, that this iecond Conflagration- 
(hould fo exactly anfwer the very Day and Month of the former, under Nebuchadnczzarr 
as is faid already. We reckon from the Beginning of the fird Temple by Solomon, to 
the DedruAion of this in the fecund Year of Vefpafian, eleven hundred and thirty 
Years, feven Monihs, and fifteen Days • And from that of Haggai, in the fecond of 
Cyrus, we account fix hundred thirty nine Years^ and forty-five Days. 



CHAP. XL 

A Cruelty that /pares neither Age^ Sex, or ^lality. Nothhtg to he fcen 

but Fire and Blood. Several 'Priefts engaged in the ^larrcL The Tern- 

pie confumed to Ajbes^ and all that -was in it. Six thoufand poor TPcople 

deftroyed upon the Credit of an Entliuiiaft. 

WHEN 
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T T THEN the Temple was now in a Flame, the Soldiers took all that caoic to Hand» 
VV ^"^ killed all they met, to the Degree of a moft prodigious Slaughter and. Pil- 
lage, without any Refped: either to Age or Sex; both young and old, facred gnd pro- 
fane, Priefls and Laicks, all went together, and Men of all Sorts and Qualities 
were equally involved in the common Calamities of the War : and whether they refift« 
ed, or fubmicted; whether they flood it out, or begged Quarter, they fared all alike. 
As the Fire advanced, the Crackling of the Flames was heard in Company with the 
dying Groans of People at their laft Gafp; and betwixt the Depth of the Hill, and 
the Extent tf the Conflagration, the whole City feemed to be but one continued Blaze. 
The Tumult and Uproar was fo dreadful, that it is not pofUble to imagine any thing 
more terrible : What with the raging Outcries of the Roman Legions, the Howllag 
of the Rebels when they found themfelves at the Mercy of Fire and Sword i and the 
difmal Lamentations of diflrcfTed Wretches in the Temple, betwixt the Enemy and the 
Fire. In fine, thofe upon the Mountain, and tbofe in the City, anfwering one another 
by Turns ; the Flames opening the Eyes of thofe that the Famine had well-nigh clofed, 
and infpiring frefh Spirit and Ability to deplore their Misfortunes. The neighbouring 
Mountains and Places btyond Jordan, ecchoing the fame Complaints andOrievances over 
and over again; and the Calamity, in Weight and Subflance, yet more than the Noife. The 
Flaflies were fo impetuous and violent, that the very Mountain the Temple flood up- 
on, looked as if it had been one Body of Fire from the bottom ; and the Blood, in Pro- 
portion, anfwcrable to the Flame; for the Number of the Slain was fuperior to that of 
thofe that did the Execution. The Ground was covered all cH^er with ^arcaffes, and 
the Soldiers purfued the Living over the Bodies of the Dead : But, in the End, a Band 
of Ruflians beat back the Romans ; and haVing forced their Way into the outward 
Temple, made their Efcape into the City, and the refl of the Multitude got into 
the outward Porch. 

There were a great many Priefls engaged in this Quarrel with the Romans, that 
made ufe of their Temple-fpits inflead of Darts, and of their Seats with Lead in thenii 
that did them the Office of Stones ; but when they faw that this would do i>o goo^t 
and that the Fire found them out flill wherever they were, they covered tbemiielves for 
a- while under a thick Wall of a matter of eight Cubits over* Two of the priocipai 
Men of this Number, (Meirus the Son of Belgas, and Jofeph the .Soo of Dateus) that 
might have faved themfelves by going over to the Romans, chofe rather to ftand or 
fall with their Companions, and fo plunging themfelves into the Flames, ran the fame 
Fate with the Temple. 

When the Romans found the Temple itfelf laid in Aflies, they did not think it 
worth their while to trouble their Heads about any of the refl of the Buildings, and 
fo put Fire to all at once ; as the Gates, and the Galleries, &c. fave only ohe on the 
Eafl-fide, and another on the South : And thefe likewife, not long after, followed the 
Fortune of the refl. They burnt alfo the Treafury, and the Wardrobe, with Jewels, 
Money, and Money's worth in it, and rich Habits to an incredible Value. In one 
Word, this Place was the Repofitory of all the Jews had that was precious. 

There were now gotten together into one Gallery, without the Temple, that was 
yet flanding, in Women, Children, and a mixed Multitude that fled from the Rabble, 

to 
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to the Number of near fix thoufand Perfons. But before Csfar could give any Order 
or Direftion in the Cafe, the SoldierSi in an. extravagant brutal Fury, fet the Place on 
fire, and plied it fo clofe, that betwixt thofe that were burnt to death, and others 
that cafl: themfelves head-long down the Ruins to fave themfelves, there was not one 
Soul came off alive. 

The Occafion of this Mifchief was a certain Imppftor, who took upon him to deli- 
ver a Meffage from Almighty God, that Day, to the People, and to this Effcdt, He 
commanded them, in the Name of God, to go immediately up to the Temple, with 
an Affurance, that they fhould there receive an infallible Proof of his divine Favour 
and Protcdtion. This was a common Praftice of the Fadlion, to pretend Revelations 
to keep the credulous Multitude firm againft all Dangers, and fo fecure them from de- 
ferting. But Men in Adverfity are apt to hope the beft, efpecially where they are pro- 
mifed Relief, though it be put upon the Credit of a falfe Prophet. 



CHAP. XII. 

More Credit, ^hen to falfe Oracles than to the Truth itfelf. A Comet in the 
Figure of a Sword. Aftrange Light about the Altar. A Cow brings 
forth a Lamb. A brazen Gate opens of itfelf Chariots and armed Men 
feen in the Air. Foreboding Exclamations from a poor Country Creature. 
He is firft punijbed fir it, and then difcharged as a Madman. In the\ 
Couchijfion he firetclls his own Deftru&ion. A Trophccy of an Emperor 
to come out of Judaea, expounded of Vefpafian. 

HOW eafily were thefe ibperftitious Wretches feduced into a Belief of falfe Ora- 
cles, Counterfeits, and Impoftors! But when they were at any Time premoni(hed 
from the Lips of Truth itfelf^ by Prodigies, and other monitory Prognoftics of their 
approaching Ruin, they had neitner Eyes, Ears, nor Undcrftanding, to make a right 
Ufe or Application of them ; but paiTed them over without either heeding, or fo much 
as thinking of them. As for Example now. 

What (hall we fay to the Comet that hung over Jerufalem for one whole Year together, 
in the Figure of a Sword ? 

Whatihall we think again of that wonderful Light that was feen about the Altar, a 
little before the Revolt, on the eighth of the Month Xanthicus, at the ninth Hour of the 
Night, upon the Celebration of the Pafchal Feaft, and continued for the Space of half 
4in Hour as bright as Day ? This Prodigy was looked upon by the Ignorant as a good 
Omen; but it was expounded by thofe that knew better Thifigs, as the Forerunner of 
a War, and the Myftery unfolded* before it came to pafs. 

At the fame Fcftival, there was another Prodigy of a Cow delivered of a Lamb in 
the middle of the Temple, as they were leading her up to the Altar for a Sacrifice. 

The Eaftern-Gate of the Inner-Temple^ was madeof^folid Brafs; and fo very heavy, 

that 
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that it was as much as twenty Men could do every Night to (hat it; hefides that it was 
failened with iron Bolts and Bars, mortifed into a huge Thre(hold of one intirc Stone. 
This Gate, about the fixth Hour of the Night, opened of itfelf; and, upon early No- 
tice given of it to the proper OiHcer, he canie immediately up to look after it, and had 
much ado to make it faft again. Some ignorant People there were that took this for 
another good Omen, defcanting upon it, that it was a Gate of Bleffings fet open to tbem 
by Providence; but the wifer Sort made a contrary Judgment of it; and that the Opeo« 
ing of the Gate was in favour of the Enemy, and foretold Deflation to the City. 

Some Ihort Time after the Feftival was over, on the 2 1 ft of the Month Artemiiius, 
there appeared a Prodigy of a Vifion fo extraordinary, that I Should hardly venture to 
report it, if I could not produce leveral Eye-witnefTes that are yet living to confirm the 
Truth of it; and if the Calamities that were foretold, had not come to pals. There 
were feen up and down in the Air, before Sun-fet, Chariots and armed Men, all over 
the Country, pafling along with the Clouds round about the City. 

Upon the Feaft of Pentecoft, as the Priefts were going to officiate in the inner 
Temple according to Cuftom, they heard, at firft, a kind of a confufed Murmur; and, 
after that, a Voice calling out earneftly in articulate Words, '* Let us be gone, let us 
•« he gone." 

But I come now to a Story that paiTes all the reft. About four Years before 
the War, when the City was in a profound Peace, and flowing in Plenty, there was 
one Jefus the Son of Ananus, a plain country Fellow, who coming to the Feaft of Ta- 
bernacles, (an annual Feaft to the Honour of God) brake out on a fudden into this 
Exclamation, over and over. " A Voice from the Eaft; a Voice from the Weft; a 
«' Voice from the four Quarters of the World; a Voice to Jerufalem, and a Voice to 
" the Temple : A Voice to new married Men and Women, and a Voice to this whole 
** Nation." This was his Cry Day and Night, from Place to Place, through every 
Street of the City. Some great Men in the Government took fuch Offence at fo ill- 
boding a Liberty, that they cfrdcred the Man to be taken up and feverely whipped. He 
took the Punifhment without returning fo much as one Word, either by the bye, or ia 
his own Defence, or to complain of hard Meafure; but ftill he went on and on with the 
fame Things over again, calling and denouncing as before. The Magiftrates began now 
to fufpedt (as they had Reafon for it) ibmewhat of a divine Impulfe in what he faid; 
and that he fpake by an extraordinary Spirit. He was carried, upon this, to Albinus 
the Governor of Judaea; who caufed him to be laflied to the very Bones, which be took 
without either Tears or Supplicatipn : Only in a mournful Voice, as well as he could, 
he followed everv Stroke, with a. Woe, Woe to Jerufalem! Albinus, as his JuiJge, fdl 
then to afking him, what he was, whence he came, where he was born, and what he 
meant by that way of Proceeding? But he gave him no Anfwer. This was his Way 
all along, till Albinus was fain to difcharge him at laft as a Madman. From that Time 
to the Beginning of the War, he was never known to vifit or fpeak to any of the Citi- 
2;ens; or to make ufe of any other than that doleful Form of Words, Woe, Woe to Je- 
rufalem ! He never gave an ill Word to thofe that daily fconrged him, or a good one 
even to thofe that fed him : But his Anfwer was to all People alike^ aa ominous Pre- 
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Strength failed them, and they were then fcattered feversil Ways Into Sinks and 
Gutters. 

The Romans being now poflefled of the Walls, planted their Colours upon the 
Towers with Outcries and Shouts of Joy, to find the End of the War fo much eaficr 
than the Beginning : If at lead the War was now at an End, which they could not 
well doubt of without diftrufting their own Eyes. 

The Soldiers were now broke loofe all over the Town, up and down, in the Streets, 
with their Swords drawn 5 killing all that fell in their Way without Diftindtion ; and 
burning intirc Houfes, and whatever was in them, in one common Flame. In fevcral 
Places, where they entered to fearch for Pillage, they found whole Families dead, and 
the Houfes crammed with hunger-ftarved Carcaffes : So that, upon the Horror of fo 
hideous a Spectacle, they came out again empty-handed ; but the Companion th'ey had 
for the Dead, made them not one Jot tenderer to the Living ; for they ftabbed every 
Man they met, 'till the narrow Paffages and Alleys were choked up with Carcaffes : So 
that the Channels of the City ran Blood, as if it had been to quench the Fire. In the 
Evening, they gave over killing, and at Night fell afrefli to burning. 

The eighth of the Month Gorpiaeus put an End to the Conflagration of Jerufalem, 
and if all the Bleffings it ever enjoyed from the Foundation of it, had but been compa-* 
rable in Proportion to the Calamities it fuffered in this Siege, that City had been un- 
doubtedly the Envy of the World. But the greateft Plague of all came out of its own 
Bowels; in that infernal Race of Vipers that it brought forth, to eat out the Belly of 
the Mother. 

While Titus was now taking a View of the Ruins of this glorious City; the Works, 
the Fortifications, and efpecially the Turrets, which the Tyrants had fo fottiflily aban- 
doned : While Caviar, I fay, was entertaining himfelf in the Contemplation of the 
Height, Dimenfions, and Situation of thefe Towers; the Defign, Workmanftiip, and 
Curiofity of the Fabric; with the wonderful Contrivance of lie whole, he let fall this 
Exprcffxon: " Well! fays he, if God had not fought both for us, and with us, we 
•* could never have been Mafters oT thefe Forts. It was God, in fine, that aflifted us, 
** and God that fought againft the Jews; for this was nof an Undertaking to be com- 
** paffed with Hands or Machines " When Titus had faid this, and a great deal more 
upon the fame Subjcd:, it was his next Care to fet all the Prifoners at Liberty that the 
Tyrants had left in the Towers; and afterwards, upon the raifing and demolifhing of 
the City, to prcferve thofc Turrets as a Monument to the Honour of his good Fortune; 
without whofe Afiiilance he could never have done what he did. 

The Soldiers being now quite fpent with doing Execution, and having a great deal 
more of that Work yet to do, Titus ordered his Men to hold their Hands; (aviag only 
to thofe that they found armed, or in a Pofture of Refiftancc, and to give Quarter to all 
the reft. But the Soldiers went beyond their Commiffion, and put the aged and rhc 
fickly to the Sword promifcuoufl^ with their Companions ; and for thofe that were 
ftrong and ferviccable, they (hut them up in the Temple, in the Women's Quarter : 
Caefar appointing Fronto, one of his Friends and Freemen, to inform himfelf ( f the 
People, and to do by them as they deferved. As for the Ruffians, and the fcditious. 
Numb. 22, X x that 
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that peached one another, he had them all put to death : But for men of cpoiely and 
graceful Perfons^ and in' the Prime of their Youth, he referved them for the Triumph ; 
fending away all of above fcventeen of the Remainder of them, in Chains into jSgypt, to 
be employed in fcrvile OfHces and Drudgeiy : Beiide thofe that were diftributed up and 
down the Provinces for the U{e of the Theatres in the Quality of Swordmen, or Gla^ 
diators; and all under feventeen, he expofeid tofale. 

In the mean time, while the Prifoners were under Fronto's Charge, there were eleven 
thoufand of them (larved to death, betwixt the Churli(hnefs of the Keepers that would 
give them no Meat, and the Squeamithnefs of their own Stomachs that wquld fwallow 
none. But, in Truth, the Mouths were too many for the Provision. 

CHAP- XVII. 

The Number of the Dead^ and of the Trijoners In this War. John and 
Simon take^i : The one kept for the Triumph: The other a^rifoner for 
Life. The City a Heap of Af^e^y and the TV alls thrown down. 

THE Number of PrifoneVs in this War was' ninety-feven thoufand. The Number 
of the Dead was eleven hundred thoufand ; the greater Part of them Jews by 
Nation; though not Natives of Judaea ; for it was only a general Meeting of them at 
Jerufalem, gathered together from all Quarters to celebrate the Fcaft of the Paffovcr; 
who were there fur prifed into a War. -There was fo prodigious a Multitude; and they 
fo ftraitened for Lodgings^ that ffee' Crowd firft brought the Plague iiito the Town,- 
and then quickly made way for:a Famine. Not but that the City was abundantly ca- 

}>able yet of entertainine that-'van: BoUy of People^^ if the CalcuUtion of Ceftiiis at 
eaft may pafs for any ixiingi as follows. ^ 

Nero had fo great a Contempt for the Jews, that Ccftius made it his Suit to the 
High-Prieft to bethink thcmfclves fome Way of numbering their People : And this he 
^d out of aDelire to give Nero to underftand, that, the Jewifh Nation was not fb dcf- 
picable as be imagined ; fo that they took their Time to enter upon the Computation at 
the Celebration of their pafchal Feaft : When offering up Sacrifices according to Cuftom 
from the ninth Hour of the Day to the eleventh, and thofe Sacrifices to be eaten after- 
wards in their Families, by ten at Icaft, and fomctimcs twenty to a Lamb, they reckon- 
ed upon two hundred fifty-fix thoufand and five hundred Oblations; which, at the 
rate of ten to a Lamb, amounted to two Millions and five hundred and fifty-fix thou- 
fand Perfons, all pure and found; for neither Lepers, Scorbutics, Men troubled with 
Gonorrhaeas, Women in their monthly Sicknefs, nor People labouring under any malig- 
nant Difttmper§ were admitted to any Part in this Solemnity : No more were any Stran- 
gers, but what came thither for Religion. So ihdt. this mighty Concourfe of People 
from abroad before the Siege, was afterwards by the righteous Providence of God, coop- 
ed up in the City as in a Prifon : And the Number of the Slain in that Siege was the 
heavieft Judgment of the Kind that ever was heard of. Some were killed openly ; others 

kept 
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kept in Cuftwly by the Romans, who fcarchcd the ?ery Sepulchres and Vstults for thctp^ 
and put all they found alive to the Sword. There were upward of two thoufand, that 
had either laid violent Hands on themfclves, or killed one another by Content; befidcs 
thofc that periQied by Famine. The putrid Corruption of the dead Bodies fent out a 
Vapour to poifon as many as came within tl^c Reach of it. Some were not able to 
endure it, abd went out of the Way ; others had their Hearts fo fet upon Booty, that 
they rifled the very Carcaffes, and trampled upon the dead Bodies as they lay foaking in 
their Corruption. But Avarice flicks at nothing. They brought out fcveral Prifoners 
alfo that the two Tyrants had laid in Chains there; for they kept up their Cruelty to 
the laft : But God's Juftice overtook them both in the End; for John and his Brethren 
in the Vaults, were now driven by the Diftrefs of an infupportable Hunger, to beg that 
Mercy of the Romans, that they had fo often defpifed : And Simon, after a long Strug- 
gle with an infuperable Neceflity (as we (hall fhew hereafter) delivered up him felf: 
The ktter being referved for the Triumph, and John made a Prifoner for Life. The 
Romans, after this, burnt the Remainder of the City, and threw down the Walls. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Jerufalem taken and deftroyed. Melchifedec the fir ft Founder of it) who 
gave it the Name of Jerufalem, in Exchange for Solyma. The City laid 
all in Ruhhift). 

THUS was Jerufalem taken, and utterly deflroyed, in the fecond Year of Vcf- 
pafian, and on the eighth Day of the Month Gorpixus; having been five Times 
taken before, that is, by Azocha^us King of i£gypt; Antiochus Epiphanes, King of 
Syria ; Pompey ; and Herod, with Sofius ; who did all preferve the City after it was 
taken. But Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, laid it wafle, thirteen hundred 
fixty Years, eight Months and fix Days after the Building of it. 

The firft Founder of it was a Canaanitifti Prince, called Melchifedec, which in the 
Hebrew Language fignifics, A Juft King : For fuch he was in an eminent Manner, He 
firft dedicated this City to God ; eredlcd a Temple in it, and officiated in the Quality of 
a Prieft; giving it the Name of Jerufalem, which before was called Solyma. 

When David the King of the Jews came afterwards to drive out the Canaanites, he 
planted his own People there : And in four hundred feventy-fcven Years and three 
Months, after this, it was laid Wafte by the Babylonians. 

From the Reign of David there, to the Dcftrudion of the City by Titus, it was ele- 
ven hundred and feventy-ninc^ears; and two thoufand one hundred feventy-feven from 
the Foundation of it. But neither Antiquity, Wealth, Fame, nor the Honour of the 
Religion itfelf, was any Security againft the Appointments of Fate. 

This was, in fine, the Iflue of the Siege: And when the Soldiers had neither Rapine 
nor Bloodlhed for their Spleens to work upon, (as they would nut have been idle if 

X X 2 they 
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they had had Matter) Titus ordered them to lay the City and Temple level with the 
Ground ; and leave nothing Handing, but the three famous Turrets, Phafael, Hippicos 
and Mariamne, that ovcr-tuped all the reft ; and a Piece of a Wall to the Weftward of 
the Town, where he defigned a Garrifon: The Towers to remaio as (b many Monu- 
ments to Pufterity of the R'^mians Power • and Conduct in the taking of them. This 
Order was punAually ejcecutc-d ; and all the reft laid fo flat, that the Place looked as if 
it had never been ifihabitcd. This was the end of the Jcrufalem Faftion; a mad and 
fcditious People: And this was alfo the End of the moft glorious City of the Univerfe. 

- ■■ 

CHAP. XIX. t* 

'^Vitus provides /or the Honour and Reward of thofe that behaved themfelves \ 
bravely in the War. A generous Speech of his to his Soldiers, acconh 
panted with Bounties and Trefents. Titus ojjcrs a thank/giving Sacrifice 
for his ViBorf. 

C-ffiSAR, having now taken up a Rcfolution to leave the tenth Legion in Garrifon 
in Jerufalem, with fome Squadrons and Battalions of Horfe and Foot> and ha- 
ving difcharged all the Parts of a vigilant and a careful General, came now to 
bethink himfelf of encouraging and rewarding thofe that had fignalized themfelves in 
his Service. Now to this End, he moi^ntcd a Tribunal, with the Choice of his great 
Officers about him, in the Head of his Camp, and upon an Eminence where he might 
beft be heard; and from thence delivered himfelf to his Army in Terms to this Effcft*: 
'« It is impoflible, (fays he) my brave fellow-Soldiers, to exprefs how kinjjiy I take 
«« the generous Faith and Rcfpedts you have been pleafed to pay me all along this War j 
«' and fo he entered upon the topicl^s of their orderly Difcipline and Obedience ; their 
«« invincible Firmnefs and R^folntion upon all' Occaiions, and in the moft prelling 
*« Dangers I the Reputation they acquired in advancing the Honour, and inlarging the 
«* Territory of their Country : And finally in giving all Men to underftand, that nci- 
«' iher Odds of Numbers, Advantages of Forts, Strength of Places, Power of popu- 
*' lous Cities, the hair-brained Madnefs, or the outrageous Fury of brutal Advcrfarics, 
•« can ever difcompofe the Roman Condudt and Courage. Not but that now and 
•' then by Fits, the Jews have had fome favourable Turns of Fortune too : But it is a 
** great Thing, however, (fays he) to put a happy End to a War that has been fo long 
** afoot; which is as much as they could wi[h for themfelves when they firft em- 
" barked in it. And it is a greater yet, fays he, to i|e your Choice of the Roman 
** E'.iipcrors and Generals, not only admitted ; but univcrfally and thankfully approved : 
** He coul-i not, he faid, but love and admire them all for what they had worthily done: 
" Bat for thofe that made themfelves exemplary in their Adventures and Hazards, 
<« and in doing Honour to their Charafter and Profeflion, it ihould be his Care, he faid, 
•' to do them all manner of Right in Return : And whoever fhewed an Emulation to 
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" our-do his Fellows, fliould befure of an Acknowledgement in Proportion 5 for he 
^* took much more Delight in preferring and advancing the Virtuous, than in punifli- 
*« ing Offenders." 

Titus, immediately, upon this, called for an Account from fome of the Officers that 
had the Commiflion in Charge, to know which of the Soldiers had done any thing 
extraordinary in the War. They were produced one and one by Name; highly com- 
mended ; and Titus as much concerned for their Goods as for his own. 'From fair and 
obliging Wordt, he proceeded to Matter of Liberality and Bounty. He crowned them 
with Coronets of Gold ; drcfled them up with gold Chains ; gave them Lances pointed 
with Gold; filver Medals ; and advanced every Man in his Quality and Station. He 
g^e them minted Money iii Gold and Silver out of the Booty; with Robes and other 
Things of Value. So To^n as this Diltribution was over, to every Man according to 
his Merit ; Caefar accompanied with the Vows, Prayers, and Acclamations of the 
whole Army, dtrfcended from his Tribunal to ofl'cr Sacrifice and give Th::!^ks for his 
Viftory. There was a vaft Multitude of Oxen there at hand about the Altars, which 
were lacrificcd ^r.id dillribuicd to the Army ^ Caefar himfclf feafting his Officers for three 
Days. The Troops, after this, were fent away to their Rcfpectivt- Quarters : jAnd Je- 
rufalem committed to the Guard of the tenth Legion ; without fending it back to [£u« 
ph rates, whence it came. *■ 

Titus had not as yet forgotten the Affi^ont the Jews put upon the Romans under Cc- 
ftius ; and fo he fent away the twelfth Lerion that had been formerly at Rapanaca, to 
Melitena, that iies along the Euphrates updrf the Borders of Capadocia and Armenia; 
keeping the fifth and fifteenth Legions to hinffelf as a competent Guard to convoy him 
into JEgypt. From hence he took his Paffagc tb Casfarea upon the Coaft ; but being 
Winter, he durll not venture into Italy : So that he laid up his Booty and Trcafurc 
there for the prcfent, and took Care for the fecuring of his Prifoners. 



CHAP. XX. 

PFhi/e Ticus lay before Jerufalem, Vefpafian vijiisfcvcral Sea-Vorts. Simon 
the Son of Gioras taken ^Prifoner. Ihe Manner of taking him. He pro- 
pounds to himjelf to make his Efcape through a Vanity but the VProjeB 
ivould ?wt do. Tcrentius Rufus/«z« him^ and puts him in Chains. Si- 
mon ^/Vw Light to farther Difcoveries. The Birth-Days of Domitian 
and Vefpafiau celebratec^itb great Tomp. 

DURING the Siege of Jurufalem by Titus, Vefpafian pmbarked upon a Merchant- 
man for Rhodes, where he took a Galley» and fo pafled'out of Ionia into Greece; 
vifiting all the Towns in his Way, where he was moft magnificently received: From 
thence to Corcyra, and fo to Japygia ; and thence he continued his Journey by Land. 

■^ -^ Titua 
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Titus was now come back from Caefarea upon the Sea-Coaft, to that called Caefarea PhU 
lippi; where he made a conliderable Stky^ entertaining himfelf with all manner of 
Spcdtacles : As Combats betwixt Men and fieafts^ Man and Man, Troop and Troop; 
which (foA him the Lives of a great many of his Slaves. 

In this Juncture, Simony the Son of Gioras, happened to be taken, and the Manner 
of it was this; Simon, upon the Siege of Jcrufalem, was forced into the Upper Town: 
and the Romans breaking into the City, put him to his Wits End how to (hif t for him- 
felf : And his Contrivance was this. He called a Council of Miners, Stone-Cutters, 
Smiths, and Men well ikilled in Iron-Works; got a Provifion of Tools and Materials 
for his Purpofe, fo many Weeks Provifions; and folet themfelves down all together into 
a dark and fecrec Vault. When they had made their Way as far as they couU, aad 
found the Paflagc too narrow to receive them, they fell to digging and mining, inhdpe 
to work a Thorough-fare and fo make an Efcape. But before they cqijild advance any j 
thing to fpeak of, their Vidfcuals fell (hort, and th? Plot failed ; thougll'they managed I 
their Stores the beft they could too. Simon had no Way now left him, but to try if he 
could fright the Rohians out of their Senfes; and fo dreifed himfelf up in a white Gar- 
ment buckled about him, and a purple CJoke thrown over it. In this Figure he pre- 
fented himfelf out of the Ground from under the Ruins of the late Temple, to the A« 
mazement of the Soldiers and others that firfl faw the Apparition ; but upon coming 
nearer and nearer, they took the Heart to a(k him his Name, and who he was; and 
Simon refufing to tell them, called to fpeak with the Captain of the Guard, So Tercn- 
tius Rufus, who had the Command, was immediately fetched ; who fifting the Truth 
out of him, clapt him prefently in Chains and gave Caefar afterwards an A<:count of the 
whole Story. Thus was this bloody Tyrant, who had taken away fo many of kis 
Countrymen's Lives by Subordination and falfe Evidence, upon Pretence of their going 
over to the Romans, brought to JuAiice himfelf, and delivered into the Hands of his 
Enemies, without any Force upon him, by his own Aft. But there is no avoiding . 
the Stroke of Divine Vengeance ; no contending with the Power of Innocence and 
Juftice : And the Punifhment is yet the more grievous many Times for befng deferred; 
and when People reckon themfelves fecurc, and the Danger over. This was Simon's 
Cafe in the Hands of the Romans ; and his fantaflical Rifing out of the Ground proved 
an Occafion of diicovering divers of his Companions in their Hiding-Placesi 

Upon Caefar's coming back to Csefarea by the Se^-Side, and the prefentirtg of Si- 
mon to him ia Chains, Titus ordered Simon to be kept for his Triumph at Rome« 
When he had been there a-while, he fet a Day apart for the Celebration of his Bro- 
ther Domitian's Birth-Day with a very fplendid romp ; and a great Number of his 
condemned Prifoners dedicated to the Honour of the Solemnity : Reckoning upon'tfaoie 
that were deflroyed by Beafts, Fire, in the Combat one with another, to be at lead 
two thoufand and five hundred in Number : And all tic little in the Opinion of the 
Romans, who hated them mortally. Titus went afterward to Berytus, a City of Phce- 
nicia, and a Roman Colony ; where he alfo continued for fomc Time, and kept his 
Father's Birth-Day with more Splendor and Magnificence than the former, both for 
Speftacles and other expenfive Entertainments. 

C PI A P. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The Jews dijpepfed every where^ efpecially in Syria apid Antioch. The latter 
are numerous and wealthy. Antiochus, the Son of a Jew, the Ruin of 
the Tlace. A raging Uproar. Antiochusy^/j up the Pagan TVorjhip^ and 
fupprcjjes the Ob/ervance of the Sabbath. The City takes Fire; and An- 
tiochus charges it falfly upon the Jews. 

THE Jews in Aotioch had now a very hard Time of it; ttiC City being fpitcfully^ 
bent againft them, as well upon the Account of new Matter, as \m Mifden.eanors 
of former Date. But it will be requifite to fpeak a Word or two of this now by the 
Way, in order ym the belter underftanding of what is to come. 

The Jews a«i*!a People difperfcd over the Face of the whole Earth, particularly 
iimong the Syrians, as they are near Neighbours ; and more efpecially in Antiocb, where 
there arc great Numbers of them, not only upon the Account of its being a large 
and a populous City ; but alfo by Reafon of the Privileges and Immunities they have 
enjoyed there by the Favour of the Government ever fince the Days of Antiochus Epipha- 
nes, (as they call him) who laid wafte the City of JeruGdcm, and rifled the Temple. 
The Succeffors of this Antiochus caufed reftitution to be made to the Jews, of all the 
brazen Vcllels that had been taken away, and to be dedicated to the Service of their 
Synagogue at Antioch, allowing them the fame Freedom of the City with the Greeks; 
and they were likewife treated by the following Kings after the fame Manner; their 
Numbers increafing, and their Temple rich and flourifhing : Infomuch that feyeral Pa-« 
gan Profelites came^ver to them and incorporated with the Nation. 

Now upon the l^reaking up of the War, and Vefpafian's pafling by Sea into Syria, 
the Jews made themfelves extremely odious. As for Inftance; there was one An- 
tiochus the Son of one of the moft eminent Jews they had in Antioch, both for Quality 
and Power. This Antiochus, coming into the Theatre upon a public Meeting, openly 
charged his Father, and certain other foreign Jews, by Name, in the Face of the Af- 
fcn»bly, with a Dcfign to fire the City in the Night, This tranfported the Multitude 
into fo outrageous an Uproar, that they called immediately for Fire, and burnt the pre- 
tended Confpirators in the Middle of the Theatre. Tlie Rabble were prefently for do- 
ing the fame Execution upon all the refl, and fecuring their Country before it was too 
late. Antiochus kept up the crofs Humour all he could; and as an Argument qf the 
AfFcdlion he had for the Pagan Worfhip, and his Averfion to th:it of the Jews he did 
not only facrifice after the Pagan Manner himfelf ; but forced chers to do fo too, upon 
Pain of Death to the Refufers. Upon this Difficulty, the Antioch lans complied; but 
the Jews moft of them ftood out, and were put to death. Ant!-;;hus beiug bv this 
Time in a better Condition to wreak his Spite upon the Jews, having a Command 
given him by the Governor, he' began upon the Subject of the Sabbath, wirh prefTing 
People upon that Point, and forcii)g them to work indifferently upon that Day, as well 
as upon others ; and carrying Things on to that Extremity, that the Fellival was not 

only 
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only laid afide in Antioch, but in Danger to bt quite abrogated likewife every where clfc. 
This Perfecution of the Jews at Antioch, was followed upon the Heel with another; 
which was t: ■^. The fquare Market, with fevcral Offices for public Regiftrics and 
Records, and other ftately Buildings, happening all to take fire : The Flame was fo 
fierce, that it was odds the whole City had been burnt to the Ground. Antiochus 
laid it upon the Jews; and the Antiochians were apt enough to believe it, for the very 
fake of the late Story; even if they had not been prepoflcflcd againft them before-haiid. 
For the Impreffion upon them was fo ftrong, that they could almoft have fworn they 
had feen the Jews with their own Eyes, in the very A61 of firing it. Now taking it 
for granted upon this Prefumption, they fell upon the Perfons accufed, with fo outra- 
geous a Fury, that Collega, the Vice-Governor to Cefennius Partus, had the mod to do 
m the World to keep the People quiet, only till Cajfar might be duly informed of the 
whole Affair. Cefennius had his Commiffion of Governor already; but was not as yet 
come to his Command. Now Collega, upon a ftridt Examination of the Matter, made 
it out as clear as the Sun, that Aniiochus's Incendiaries were every Men of them inno- 
cent. And this Villany, in fine, was found to be the Work of aLw profligate Spend- 
thrifts, and Men of dcfperate Fortunes, that had no better Way to fccure thcmfelves 
from their Creditors, than by deflroying the Evidences. But the Jews were not yet 
without aching Hearts for fear of what might be the Illue even of a falfc Accufation. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Thus overjoyed at his Father s Arrival in Italy. Vefpafian treated ivitb 

infinite Veneration and Refpcci. 

TU S was at this Time overjoyed with the virelcome News he received from his 
Father, of his happy Arrival in Italy; and how glorioufly the Italian Cities had 
entertained him all the Way as be pafTed : But the Thing that tranfported him beyond 
ail the reft, was the Tendernefs and the Magnificence of his Reception at Rome; 
which delivered the Son from any farther Anxiety for the profperous Succeflcs of his 
Father. The People paid Vefpafian at all Diftances, the fame Veneration as if he had 
been upon the Place; and the paflionate Dcfire they had to fee him, ;Sid in (bme Meafurc 
fiipply for his Abfence in that Interval. The Senate, that had it frefli in their Memo- 
ries, what miferable Revolutions they had fcen, upon the trc^sferring of Governments 
from one Prince to another, reckoned themfelves happy in the Blefling of an Emperor 
thjit brought Reputation, Conduct, and Experience along with him into the AdminiAra- 
tlori: And the common People were no lefs plcaf-d with the Change; cfpecial!y being 
at that Time euibroilcd in civil Wars, and likewife in a further Trull and Confidence 
of bLir-^ rcftored, by his Means to their antient Freedom and Plenty. And fo for the 
xniiiiary Part, the Soldiers Hearts were fet upon him ^.bove all others, irr the Proofs he 
had given them, u^von fcveral Occafions, of his martial Skill and Courage; beliaes the 

Scnlc 
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Senfe of the Shame and the Scandal they had AifFered under other Commanders ; con- 
cluding that no Man was io fit or likely to fet them right as Vefpafian. 

This Prince was ib univerfally belovedi that the great Men had not the Patience to 
wait any longer for his coming at a Diftance, and (o went out and met him a good Way 
ofF from the City : And fuch Numbers of People after them, that more came out than 
{laid behind. When Velpalian was advanced near the Town« and Word brought how 
all People were charmed with the good Graces of his Affability and Addrefs, the Ways 
wgre all thronged up with their Wives and Children out of a longing Curiofity to fee 
him; breaking out into Raptures of Admiration all the Way they went, at the Gentle- 
nefs of his Fa(hion and PeiTon ; calling him alfo a thoufand Benefadlors, Deliverers, 
and Protestors, and crying him up as the only Prince under the Sun, that deferved an 
imperial Crown. The whole City, in fine, was fo dreffed up and fet out with Garlands 
and Perfumes, that it looked like a Temple; and the Streets fo crooded, that there was 
hardly any paiSdne to the Palace: Velpafian in the mean Time, offering up to his Hou- 
(hold-Gods gratulatory Sacrifices of Thankfgiving for his fafe Return s while the Mul- 
titude gave themfelves up to feafling with their Tribes, Families, and Neighbours, 
wifliing a long and a happy Reign to Vefpafian, and a Continuance of the imperial So- 
vereignty to his Son, and thofe of the Line, (hat ihould come after him. This was 
the Manner of Vefpafian's Entrance into Rome ; and it was followed with all Sorts of 
Felicity and good Fortune. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Germany revolts. The Occafion of it. CaflTius and Clvilis the Ringleaders 
of a Fadion. Pctilius Cerealis breaks the Neck of the Sedition. Do- 
mioan puts an End to it without Blood. The German Rebellion followed 
with an Incurfion of Scychians. Rubrius Gallus/«/i them all to the Rout. 

A Little before Vefpafian's coming to Alexandria, Titus being at that Time before 
Jerufalem, there happened a great Revolt among the Germans, which was ani- 
mated and encouraged by their Neighbours the Oauls, in hopes to (hake ofF the Roman 
Yoke. Now the Germans being naturally hot*headed« forward, and inconliderate, 
were apt enough <bf themfelves to engage in ra(h Undenakings: Over and above that, 
they were pufhed on by a mortal Hatred they had for thr Romans^ as the only Power 
they feared : To which may be added, a favounVU ConjunAure of the Times, in re- 
gard of the prefent Fadions and Divifions of the Empire, upon fo many Turns and 
changes of Government. 

Cailius and Civilis, two Perfons of eminent Credit among the Germans, took Ad- 
vantage of thefe Diftra£fcions to advance a Sedition ; which was, in EfFed, but what 
they had in their Hearts long before. Upon fiunding the People how they ftood af- 
fefted, they found xht greater Part of them ready for Mifchief ; and in all Probability 
Numb. 22. Y y the 
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the red would have followed their Example, if it had not been for a divine Pravidetace 
that prevented it. Now the Faft was this. Petilius Cerealis, formerly GpvernDr of 
Germany, received Letters from Vefpafian declaring him Conful ; and with Orders 
likewife to march forthwith into Italy, and take upon him that Command. While 
Cerealis was upon the Wa), he got Notice of this Infurredlion ; marched againft the 
Rebels as they were in a Body ; charged, and put them to the Rout with a very great 
Slaughter, and fo brought the reft to their Wits again and their Duty. 

But if this had not been done when it was, by Cerealis, the fame Thing would have 
been done very fuddenl^ by another Hand : For no fooner was the Noife of this Rebel- 
lion come to Rome, but Domitian, the Son of Vefpafian, a pregnant young Prince, 
that inherited the heroical Spirit of his valiant Father, put himfelf at the Head of an 
Army againft thefe Barbarians : Who took fuch a Fright upon the very Rumour of his 
March, that they rendered themfelves immediately withmrt ftriking a Blow ; xrapiog 
this Advantage by it, that they reconciled themfelves to their old M after SiWitheut Blood. 
When Gaul was fettled, and out of Danger of a Relapfe, Domitian went back again 
to Rome, laden with Vows and Acclamations for the Miracles he had wrought {even 
above his Age) to the Honour both of himfelf and his Country. 

This Rebellion of the German* was followed with a furious Incurfion of the Scythi- 
ans (or Sarmatians ;) who flipping over the Danube by Stealth, with a vaft Body of 
Men, brake into Myfia, furprifed feveral Roman Garrifonr^ and with a mereile^ Cruelty 
put them all to the Sword. They killed alfo the. Lieutenant General, FojatCeius Agrip- 
pap a Man of confular Authority, at the Head of his Troops ; and fo ran up and 
down, burning,, wafting and ravaging the whole Province. So foon as this came to 
Vefpaiian's' Ear, and what Havockhad been made^in Myfia, he difpatched away Ru« 
brius Gallus to ^all them to an Account i 'iirho did very greait Executidn ppqp jdie^ j 
and for thofe that efcaped; they made a hard Shift to get home : So that thia' W^r was 
quickly over, and the Genera! took care to fecure the Paftages thereabouts from any fuch 
Incurlibns and Attempts for the Time to come. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Titus marches in Triumph. The Sabbatical River ; the Comfe of it ; and 
why fo called. Antioch tranjported with Joy at the coming of 'Iitus. 
The Teopleprefs to have the Je^s banifiedQut of that City y hut't^tus does 
not much heed it : The Senate prejjes it over again ^ when Titus givei them 
a final RefufaU and goes his fVay for ^gypc. Titus grieved at Heart to 
fie the fad Condition o/* Jerufalem. A vaft Treafure buried'in the Ruini 
of it. Simon and John, and 700 graceful Terfons miore, fit apatt for 
the Honour of the Triumph. The Orders the Curiojity, and the Mag' 
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'nificence of it. The Solemnity ended in the Temple ^ Jupicer Capitollnus. 
The Death q/' Simon Gioras. Vcfpafian dedicates a Temple to Teace. 

TITUS, in his Return from Bcrytus, after fome fliort Stay there, (as we have faid 
before) treated all the Towns, as he paflcA through Syria, with moft magnificent 
Spectacles; carrying his Captives along with him for the Honour of his Arms, and 
the Ornament of his Triumph, 

This Prince took notice of a certain River in his Journey, betwixt Arce and Ra- 
phane, two Cities in the Kingdom of Agrippa, that had fomewhat in it very remark- 
able. While this River flows, it has a full Stream and a ftrong Current : But on a 
fuddcn the Springs fail, and for fix Days it leaves the Channel dry to the very Bottom. 
On the fevcnth Day, as if there had been no Change, it fills again, and obferves the 
fame Courfe as before. Hence it hath taken the Name pf the Sabbatical River, allud- 
ing to the Seventh*Day's Feftival 6f the Jews. 

When the People of Aotioch underftood that Titus was coming that Way, they 
were fo tranfported with the Tidings, that Men, Women, and Children, pofted away 
a matter of thirty Furlongs out of the Town to meet him, out of an Impatience to 
wifli him Joy, and bid him welcome upon fhe Way. As he drew' near, they made 
him a Lane to receive him; aiid fo with all pofiible Demonfiration of AfFedlion and 
Refped they condoded him to the City; dill intermingling, with their Shouts and 
Acdamations, earneft Prayers and Importunities, to bahidi all the Jews out of the 
City. Titos gave them the hearing, in fuch a Manner as if he had not much minded 
what they faid : Infomuch, that the Jews were in great Pain and Trouble to think what 
might come of it. Titus made 00 St^y in Antioch, but went immediately to Teugma, 
towards Euphrates; where he:-wa8 attended with an Embafiy from Vologefus the King 
of Parthia, and the Compliment of a golden Crown, to joy him of his Victory over 
the Jews. Titus accepted the Prefent, treated the Ambafifadors, and fo went back 
again to Antioch. He was no fooner upon the Place, but the Senate and the Magif- 
tracy invited him with great Earneftnefs to the Theatre ; which he very gracioufly com- 
plied with, and there found a mighty Cpncouffe of the Citizens waiting for his coming. 
The firft thing they did, was to ply him over and over with frefli Ihftances for the ex- 
pelling of the Jews ; to which Titos, with his ordinary Prefence of Mind, gave them 
this Anfwer : ^* That their own Country was deftroyed, and that no other would re- 
^* ceive them." When they faw this would not do, they tried him with another Re- 
queft : That is to fay ; that the Pillars of Brafs, with the Infcriptions upon them of 
the Jews Privileges, might be cither removed or defaced. Titus would not intercll 
himfclf in this neither; but left the jevtn at Antioch in the fame State as he found theni^ 
and fo went his Way for ^gypt. 

As he was upon his Journey^ and faw the miferable defolate Condition of Jerufalem, 
and the Country all about it, he could not but compare within himfelf the DifFerence 
betwixt what he had known it formerly, and what he now found it : That is to fay; 
the Difference betwixt a Defert and a: Paradifc, a Heap of Rubbifli, and the moft 
glorious Pile of Building under the Heavens. Upon thefe Thoughts, he could not bat 
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paflionately deplore the Deftrudtion of fo famous a City, and curie the Aathpn of Ae 
Sedition that were the Caufe of it. And fo far was he from preteodiqg.to raiie. hii 
. Repotationiipon a public Calamity, that lie could not forbear execratisg fhc loftra^ 
ments that forced him upon this Extremity. 

The City was infinitely rich, and a vaft Treafure buried in the Rains of ity as Gold 
and Silver, and other precious Goods, to an ineftimable V^^ue^ that the Owners .had 
hid out of the Way for fear of the Enemy : Some^ the Roo^ns ^ottnd;20itt;; j^t tbn 
greateft Diftoi^etry 'wa^ made by the: Prifoaers. Ti^usj beiDg all.fbJis wi}^;4i|)€|g bis 
Journey into iEgypt, made whiat'Hafte he could over that forloru wailed Countrjr fa 
Alexandria, and fo to embark from thence to Italy 5 fending back the two I/egioDs fhat 
came along with him to their old Quarters : That is to iay ; the. fifth to Myfia, and 
the tenth to Hungary. But for Simon and John, the Heads of the Prifpners, tad. a 
matter of feveft hiHidfed more of them, all proper handfome Mex);. theicr were^ u> be 
tranfported into Italy, for the Orac^ and Glory gf his Tjriumplu. . -, ^ 

. His Paflage >to Rt)me was is fair and proipefVotfs .as he could wiil^ ^nd the People 
treated him with the fame Offices of Honour and Refped, as they had done bis Father: 
Befide that, Vefpafian himfelf had the Gopdnefs to go out with the reilin Peribq, 
and receive hii Son upon the Way ; which the People looked upon as an £aro^ ef 
greater Biefliogs, to fee the Father and his two Sons hrougbt together by, ip auijpicioyjs. 
a Providence. .* 

Some few Days after this, the Senate having refolved upon two feveral Triumphs 
a«part; one for the Father/ the other for the Son, in Honour of their illuifadous At- 
chievementsi Vefpafikh and Titus, this Decree notwithftanding, declared tliemielvts 
for contra^itig both Triumphs into one. Upon the Day of Soleoinity^ j^ere was doc 
a Creature intlM^ pbpuloila* City thgt did not put in for a Spe^ator : Ji^^pmiK^ that 
when 'thdy ;were all plate*; tritre was hardly Paflage for the EoiperoriB. The^Sol* 
diers^ withr their Officers at tlie Head of them, marched in very good Order«.!4>eibre 
Day, up to the Gates, ip^vait the coming of the Princes; UQt the upper Palace-Gates, 
butthofe near the Temple of IfisV where thefe Heroes took up their Lodging that Night. 
At Break of Day, Vefpafian and Titus ftbod fgrth, i|nd advanced, with laurel Ctowqs 
upon their Heads, and purple' Rbbe?» Rafter the Manner of their. Country, tp^^tbe Oc- 
tavian Walks, V^here the Senate, the Nobility, and the Roocun. Knights, waited for 
them. There was a Tribunal erefted before the Portal, with ivory Scats opoo it, 
which they mounted ; and fitting down, were there faluted with Harangues and Accla* 
mations of the whole Field. They were unarmed, and, as I fai^^ crowned with Laan 



rcli,. ar.f^ clothed with Ptirple. As they were going oni and amplif^ipg,jqp9a:tlie^^ 
Emperor's Praifcs, Vefpaffiih 'made ttifem a Sign of Silence ; and then when all thingi 
were hufh and quiet, Csfar ftood up, and covering Part of his HtfA with hisG^roMnt, 
paffed certain cjaculatory Vows ind Pravers' according to Cuftom; and Ticua did\ the 
like. V<*rpafian, after this, gave the whole Auditory a ftiort Speech, a^d ibfent :^wa]l., 
the Soldiers to Diniier; who were, in Courfe, to be entertained zt the EniperOK'i 
Charge. He went next tcJ tSe triiimphai.Ga:te (together with Titus) fo called Sronrtbt, 
triumphal Pom[)paifiiig' that Way j and then taking their Repass, and.puitting oa.ti)eirj 
*• triumphal 
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triumphal Habits, they factlficed to' their Gods in the Gate, and fo led on the Triumph 
through the niiddle of the Spe£tatorS| for the better View of the People^ and the grea- 
ter Glory of the Solemnity. 

The Magnificence and the Variety of thefe Shews is not fo much as to be imagined, 
and much left exprefled, whether for the Nicety of Workn)an(hip» Value^ or No- 
velty ; for the ^hole Stock of precious and agreeable Rarities, tl^t the happieft of Na* 
tionshad been ib many Ages gathering, atet all together in chia om> Day V Triumph, to 
t^ HooburiiiP the trahfcendcot Dignity of the Roman Empire., ^s for the choiceft 
Works that Were ever (een or heard of, in Gold, Siiyer, or Ivory; for Price^. or Ex- 
cellency I they were here fo common and frequent, that they looked Uker a natural 
CdnfuuoD t>f Things, than any Part of a regulated Pomp. And thm for the admirable 
Variety of Purples, and Babylonian Embroideries, Jeyvels, and prwioas Stoocs, fome 
enchafed into golden Crowns, aqd fome fet out vfith^^.other Fancies, they were 
here fo familiar, .^lat they Itemed to t>e bo longer a Curiofity. ^ They hadl Ihe Images 
of their Oods alfa, that vvsrc cvdry Way. wonderful, both for Size, Ait, and. Matter; 
and likewife the Figures offcveral Sorts of living Creatures, drefled yp fuitablj to their 
Kind. They had alfb a vaft Number of PeQple to carry all this, in Cloth of Gold and 
Purple I and all thofe that were f^t apart for tbe'Service gf the Ppmpj h^d their diftin- 
guiflnng Ornaments of Splendor and State. Nay, the common Sort of tlie very Pri« 
(oners ^emfelves, were not without fomewhat that was graccAil iOvtheir Habit, to dif- 
guife the Mifery ot t eir Condition, and the Marks of Slavery that they wore in their 
Faces. But nothing was more to be admired thaa the ordering of their Machines, ..and 
bow the Bearers were able to fupport them, being n^any of them three or four Stories 
high : And the Coft was anfwerable to the Artifice, . for the fitaqgings an4 ihe Furniture 
were all .tmmght with Gold, Ivorv, and .the lil^e. .. TJbcute wa-eiXfoi^^chSxprefent^^^ 
of Wai<; and Jthe Circumftances that attend it, that notlung was ever. more to the Life« 
Here was in one Place the Figure of a fruitful Country iai4 wafte; in another, wholC; 
Armies cut' to Pieces; fome flying, others purfuing, or taken Priibners; ftrong Walls 
battered to the Ground, Forts demoliihed. Breaches made.. in fortified Cities, Towns 
taken by AfTanlt, the Streets running Blood, and the Conquered begging Quarter ^ 
Teniples burning, Houfes bea'ei) down upon the Heads of their MafterS, Riversla^ 
mc^nting their Misfortunes, that inftead of waterme and refrcfbing Fi )ds and Meadowa, 
and Supplying Drink to Man and Bead, they f?*i<i themfelves forced to takejhetr Courfe 
through puMic Conflagrations. - What w^^s ail this now, bat a lively Image of tl^e Suf« 
ferings of the Jews ; and fo put together by Art and Fanc}> .^hacitmay pafs for an in- 
ftr»^dive Hiftory of the Ruin of that fifflous Citv, ,to thofe that, ncvw knew more 
of it! - • '"' ^ ■ '' ;^\ • • r ■ . : , 

Upon every one of the Pageiaints^as rrprefented.the Governor of the place that was 
taken, and the Nfanner of taking it« The shipping cajane next; an- ti.^Q the Spoila 
that were difperfed rtp and down in f^veral Places, But the txioft coiiliJeraMe Pieces, 
were the Golden Table, -^nd the GoW^si C^.lleftick, that were taken <^.f ;;: th^ Tem- 
ple of Jerufalem'^ lh^ ibrmtr weighing iieventi Talents, and the other Jiot applied to ike 
Ufe it was intended for. There was a kind of a Pillar that came out of the Foot of it ^ 

and 
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nnd out of that Pillar, as from the Stem of a Tree, feven Branches, and every Branch 
having at the Top the Refemblance of a Lamp ; the Nomber of Seven intimating t!ie 
Veneration the Jtv/s have for their Seventh Day. After this, cainc the Jews Law, 
which was the laft Trophy of their Conqucfts that the Romans expofed. This wasfoU 
lowed by certain Images of Viftory wrought but of Ivory and Gold. And laft of all, 
to bring up the Rear, came Vcfpafian himfelf, with Titus in the next Place, and Do^ 
mitian along with them on Horfeback, well mounted, and well becoming the Dignity 
of his Station. So they marched together into the Temple of Jupiter Capitcrfinus, and 
there fimflied the Triumph. 

Being now come to Jupiter's Temple, they made fome little Stay there; it beiag ac- 
cording to ancrent Praftice fo to do upon the like Occafion; 'till News Ihould be brought 
them that their Enemies General was dead. This General was Simon Gioras (one of 
the Prifoners that was led in Triumph,) who was drawn through the Market-place with 
a Rope about his Neck, and put to death by thofe that drew hini, according to the Ro- 
man Law and Pradlice in the Cafe of fuch Malefadlors. Word being brought that Gioras 
was novv dead, the whole Field rang with Shouts and Acclamations, and (b they betook 
themlelves to their Vows and Sacrij&ccs ; and when the folemn Part was over, the Princes 
returned to the Palace, where they made a mighty Treat ; and there was nothing elfe 
* aft over the Tovirn but Feafting, Rejoicing, and giving Thanks for the final Viftoryrjthey 
had obtained over their Enemies, to the Glory of their Generals, and the moral* Ada- 
rancc of a public Repofe. 

When tnefe Triumphs were over, and the Empire fettled, Vefpafian ere&ed a 
Temple that he dedicated to Peace, It was as rich as Hands and Expence could make 
it. and the Di^atch of it in fo fhort a Time, was little lefs than a Miracle. He fpared 
for no Coft, over and above a Colledrion of the choiceft Curiofities -in Paintingf^and Scnlp- 
turc to adorn it; infomuch that People flocked from all Quarters of the World to fee 
the Glory and the Order of this admirable Strudhire. In this Temple he depoiited the 
Golden Table and the Candleftick, as the Rarities he valued moft. And for the Jews 
Law, and the Purples belonging to the Sanduary, they were lodged with great Care 
and Reverence in the Palace, 



M C H A P, XXV. 

Tbe Situat'm o/'Macha^as. Herod the Great rum up d WdU andTurrtti 
about it. Of tbe Tlants Rue tf«df Baaras. j1 ft range Variety qf'Sprim 
and Fountains. B^yxi befteges Machaeras. The Jews divide. Tbe. Na- 
tives defend tbe Caftk; and tbe Strangers tbe tower Town. DaifySiir- 
mi/hes. A hold and memorable Adventure of Eleazar's. EL^ZATftri^ed 
and unmercifully whipped, Baflus difcbarges the Carfifin, -and Jets 

lileazar at Liberty. . * • 

WHEN 
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WHEN Lucillius Baflus had his Commiflion from Caefar for Lieutcnapt-General 
of Judaea, he took upon him the Command of the Army from Cerealis Pctilianus» 
and made himfelf Mafter of the Caftle of Hcrodion by Compofition. After this, he 
drew his Troops together that lay fcattered up and down ; propofing, with the Help 
of the tenth Legion, to reduce Machaeras, as a thing abfolutely neceffary to be done; 
for the Strength of that Place would be a dangerous Encouragement to a Rebellioq; 
and as the Situation of it gave Confidence to the Town^ fo it flruck an Awe, on the 
other Hand, upon him that fliould attempt it. 

The Mountain that Machasras ftands upon, is prodigioufly high and rocky, to the 
Degree of being almoft impregnable. But Nature has made it well nigh inacceiiible 
too, by inclofing it with Vallies, that are neither to be paflcd, nor tg be filled up; and 
fo deep likewife^ that it turns one's £rain to look down at them. It reaches to the 
Weftward fixty .Furlongs in Length, and borders upon the Lake Afphaltitis ; and the 
Caftle hath an unbounded Profpe^ o^er all that Quarter. On the South and North, it 
is encompafifed with Vallies of the fameDimenfions, and as fecure from any Attempt as 
the other. The Depth upon the Eaft is, af leaft, a hundred Cubits, and reaches to the 
Mountain that is over-againft I^achaeras. .;., 

Alerander, the King of the Jews, was the firft that fortified this Place, and, raifed a 
Caftle upon it« which Gabinius afterwards demoli£hed in his War with AriftobukiSi 
and then Herod the Great found it fo well worth his Care too^ efpecially againft his 
Neighbours the Arabians, who lay fo conveniently to do him Mifchicf, tnat he ran a 
fubftantial Wall about it with ftrong Turrets; ereding alfo a fair City there, which he 
caufed to be peopled, and from thence carried a PafTage ,up to the Caftle itfelf. This 
Caftle he encompafTcdat the Top with another Wall, and Turrets at the ComerSi, of 
iixty Cubits in Height) and in the middle of all he raifed a large beautiful Palace, which 
was abundantly fupplied with Water from feveral Cifterns, wherever there was Occafion 
for it, as if Nature and Art had been at Strife, which of the two (houIH out-do the 
other; the one by Situation, the other by Improvement. He likewife furni(hed this 
Caftle with fo plentiful a, Magazine of Arms, Arrows, Machines, and all Sorts of Pro* 
vifions, both for War and Mouth, that the Garrifon fhould never need to fear either 
Force, or Famine. 

There was in this Palace a Plant they call Rue ; of fa wonderful a Growth, that it 
was as tall and as well-fpread as any Fig-tree. It had been there, they fay, ever fince 
the Days of Herod, and might have continued longer, if the Jews had not rooted it 
up upon taking the Place. ' , 

In the Valley, on the North-fide »4|f Machaeras called Baaras/ there grows alio a Plant 
'of the fame Name. It is in Appearanc#^f a Flame-colottri and toward the Evening it 
cads a Light like the Beams of the.Suo. The Root is not eafily plucked upi^.hut it 
draws back if any body offers at it> and tbc only Way to fix it, is to fprinkle it with 
the Ui ine cf a Woman, or a little menftruous Blood : And when all this is done, it is 
yet certain Death to touch it, without a Piece of the Root in your Hand ^ though they 
talk of another Way alfo of doing it witiiout Dangei^i andiris this: Tiiey dig round 
about the Root 'uU it is laid almoft bare, and then tie a Dog to the remaining Part of it. 

The 



352 The W A R S of the J E W S. Book VIL 

The Dog's Made r that tied him there, goes his Way; and the Dog, following him, 
(irawcth the Root attcr, and dies immediately, as if it were to redeem his Mafter. 
When it has been once delivered, this Root may be handled as fecurely as any other 
Plant; but it has one Quality after all, that docs more than countervairthis Difficulty. 
For the Spirits that we call Devils are only the Souls of wicked Men, that have gotten 
Pcffeflion of living Bodies, and would undoubtedly deftroy them if they were not pre- 
vented : Now this Plant is a fure Remedy againit thele ObfefTionit and the very touch- 
ing of the Patient with it, cures him. 

In the fame Place there is a wonderful DiverGty of Springs and Fountains of very 
diftcritm^; Qualities and Taftes, as hot, bitter, fwect, &c. And there are alfo cold 
Springs Intermingled one with another in the lower Ground : But that which is mo(t 
wonderful, is a fhallow Cave there at Hand with a rocky Stone over it, and the Figure 
of two Breafts, like two Fountains, coming out of it ; the one difcharging hot Waters, 
and the other cold; and they make both together a mod agreeable Bath* which cures 
many Difeafes, and efpecially thofe of the Nerves. There are Mines alio of Sulphur 
and AUum. 

BafTus, upon a full View of Machxras, came to a Refolution of laying fiege to the 
Place, propofing to himfelf the filling up of the Valley to the Bull of the Town, and 
the advancing of his Approaches that Way. The firft Thing he did, was to run up a 
Mount againft the Caftle, with all poffible Speed, as the moll likely Way to facilitate 
the Attempt : The Jews of the Place divided themfelves from the Stranger- Jews, and 
turned them off^ as a pitiful Sort of People, into the lower City, to (laud the firft 
Shock; while they themfelves took charge of the Caftle, not only as the (Wronger and 
more defeniible of the two» but as a Place where they might make better Terms with 
the Romans in cafe of the worft. They had a mind to try, however, what might be 
done to divert the Siege ; and there palTed not a Day without refolute Sallies and Skir- 
mifhes, and a confiderable Lofs of Men on both Sides ; fometimes one getting the 
better of it, and fometimes the other : The Jews, when they fell upon the Romans by 
Surprize ; and the Romans, when they were aware of the Jews coming, and providing 
for them. But the Siege was not to go ofFfo, for there happened a furprifing Accident 
that put the Jews upon an abfolute NccefTity of giving up the Caftle« 

Therr. was in the Place a bold, and enterprizing, and a daring young Man, whofc 
Name was Eleazar. This Eleazar made feveral vigorous Sallies, and did all that was 
pofTiblc, both by his Council and Example, to obftruft the Progrefs of the Romans, 
and to put a Check to their Undertakings; iafomuch, that he made himfelf a Ter- 
ror to his Enemies, as well as a Comfort and Support to his Friends : Being the firft 
Man fl'II upon all Encounters to come on; and the laft, in cafe of a Retreat, that 
came off. There paiTed a Skirmifli one Dar, and when the A&ion was over, and 
both Parties withdrawn, Eleazar, in a vain-glorious Contempt of Danger, or of any 
Man that ihould dare lo attack him, made a Stop without the Gate, and fell into a 
ciirelcfo Difcourfe with feme of the Defendants upon the Walls, without heeding any 
tljifii- elfe. This being within View of the Roman Camp; and one Rufus, an iE- 
gyptian, and a Soldier, fpying the Opportunity, ran in upon him at unawares, feized 

him, 
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him, and carried him ofF, Arms and all, into the Enemies Quarter. Baflus prefently 
ordered him to be ftripped, and publickly whipped at his Length upon the Ground 
in fight of the City, The Jews were fo confounded at the Calamity of this young 
Man, that the whole Multitude brake out into Tears and Exclamations in Pity of 
his Diftrefs. When Baflus found the* Generality of the People fo paflionatcly conccr- " 
ncd for the Misfortune of one Man, he computed with himfelf, that, if he could but 
cnflame their Compaflion, he might gain his Point, and work them to a Compofition 
of giving up the PJAce to favc Eleazar's Life. This Fancy fucceeded to his Wiflij for 
upon the fetting up of a Crofs, as if Eleazar were to be forthwith crucified, the 
Timber was no fooner planted, but the Garrifon brake out into an Out-cry with one 
Voice, That their afflidlion was altogether intolerable. Eleazar begged of them, 
upon this, to confider both his Cafe, wha was now to die a wretched Death, and 
their own ; and not to contend any longer with the Courage and Fortune of the Ro- 
mans, fince the whole World had already fubmitted itfelf to their Empire. 

This fubmiflion and Supplication of Eleazar's, together with the powerful Inter- 
ceflions of his Friends and Relations in the Caftle (for his Family and Intereft was 
very confiderablc) loftened the Defendants into fuch a Tcnderncfs, upon fecond 
Thought, that they fent Deputies immediately to the Romans, with Propofals to deli- 
ver up the Caftle, upon Condition of difcharging Eleazar, and leaving the Garrifon 
at liberty to go wither they would. Baflbs made no Difficulty of the Terms : but 
the People o£ the lower Town taking it ill, that an Agreement fliould be made without 
their Privity, refolved among themfclvcs to flip away that Night by Stealth. Upon 
the opening of the Gates, BafTus had notice of it from the CaiUe, partly out of Envy 
to their Companions, and partly out of Fear for themfelvcs, left they fliould be thought 
of the Party, But the braveft however of thofe that went firft, got off; and the 
reft, to the Number of feventeen hundred Men, were put to the fword; the Women 
jind the Children made Slaves. Not biit that Baflus yet made good his Articles in 
the difmifling of the Garrifon, and fetting Eleazar free. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

^dS[\i% furprifcs the Jews in the Fore ft of Jardcs. Three Thoufand oj them 

cut ojj\ A Toll Tax upon the Jews. 

SO foon as this was over, Baflfus made all the hafte he could with his Army to the 
Forefl: of Jardcs, upon Intelligence, that great Numbers of the Jews, who had 
made their Efcape from the Siege of Jerufalem and Macha:ras, were gathered together 
there; and when he came unto the Place, he found it to be true; fo that the firft 
thing he did, was to befet the whole Wood with his Horfe: where he kept his Guard 
fo ftri6t, that not a Jew could break through. He employed his Foot, at the fame 
Time, to cut down the Trees and Buihes of the Thickets where the Jews had taken 
Numb. 23. Z z Sanduary; 
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Sanduaryi infomucb, that they had now no PoilibiHty left them to fa ve tbemfel?ei, 
unle& they could cut out their Way through the Enemtes's Troops, and fo get off. 
This being the laft Experiment they had to truft to, they drew all into a Body) and 
. with an impetuous Clamour, made one defperate Pufh upon thofe that furrounded 
them, and were as bravely received: The Combat, in fine, betwixt the fearlefs Te-< 
mcrity of the one Side, and the firm Courage of the other, was hot and obftioate: 
But, in the Conclufion, the Romans carried the Day, with the Lofs only of twelve 
killed, and not many wounded j whereas, of three thoufand Jewsi» (for there were (b 
many in this Adion) not fo muth as one Man came off. Thete was Judas mlfo among 
the reft, their Leader, and the Son of Jair, (of whom we have fpoken heretofore) 
He had formerly a Command at the Siege of Jerufalem, and made his E(cipe at laft 
out of a Vault. 

The Emperor at the fame Time wrote to his Officer Tiberius Maxinras^^^ to make 
fale of all the Jews Lands; for he would not trouble himfelf with rebuilding any otfaei 
Cities, but take them all to his own Ufe ; leaving only eight hundred Soldiers in Em- 
jDiauSj fome fixty Furlongs from Jerufalem; and impofing a Tax upon every Jew by 
the Poll, of two Drachmas a Year, to be paid into the Capitol, as formerly to the 
Temple* This was the miferable State of things at that Time with the Jews. 



CHAP. XXVIL 

Antiochiis an unforttmate Trincc. Cefennius charges him as an Enemjfto 
Caefar. He makes an Incur/ion into Comagcne. Antiochus reiurms no 
AB of Hoftility. His two Sons Epiphanes and Callinicus five the 
Romans Battle. Antiochus retires into Cilicia; and the Brothers ]b\fl 
for themfelves. Vologefes treats them like Trinces. Cefennius orders 
Antiochus /,o be fent^Trifoner to Rome. Vefpafian y^/i him at liberty 
with all manner of ReJpeS. The Father and the two Sons are conduBed 
to Rome, and highly entertained. The Scythians break into Media, 
and carry off a vaji Booty. The narrow Ejcape of Tiridates, 

IT fo fell out in the fourth Year of Vefpafian, that Antiochus the King of Coma- 
gene, with his whole Family, fell into a mod deplorable Diflrcis : And this was 
the Occafion of it. Cefennius Petus, being Governor of Syria, wrote Cscfar Wordi^ 
that Antiochus and his Son Epiphanes wero refolved to go off from the Romans; and 
that they had already treated about it with the King of Parthia: Infifting al(b upoo 
the NcceiTity of preventing the Mifchief by ftrikine the firft Blow. For it might be 
enough clfe to fct the whole Empire in a Flame. Now whether this was Troth, ov 
Malice, may be another Queftion : But whatever it was, Caefar could not, in Piudence,- 

negle& 
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neglect the Advice, either in refpeft of the Neighbourhood of thofe two Kingt» which 
made the Cafe ftill more dangerous^ or in regard that Samofata being the capitol City 
of Comagene, and bordering upon the Euphrates, the Parthians might pais and repafi 
at pleafure, and fecure themfelves of a fafe Retreat at hand. 

Vefpafian was fo poflefled with the Credit of the Story, that he left Cefennius to big 
own Difcretion, and with a Commiflion to do in it what he thought fit. Cefennius 
loft no Time, in making the beft of his Deputation; for he fell immediately into Co- 
magene, with the' fixth Legion, and fome Companies and Squadrons of Foot and Horfe, 
with Ariftobulus the King of Chalcisj and Sohemus the King of Emefa, to fecond 
him ; Antiochus and his Companions never fo much as dreaming of the Matter. His 
Entrance was without any Oppofition at all ; for the Natives were not in Condition to 
encounter him : And then for Antiochus, the News of this Incurfion was a moft un- 
accountable Surprife to him, who never had fo much as the leaft Thought of a Mifunder^ 
ftanding with the Romans. The Refolation he took in this Difficulty, was to leave the 
Kingdom juft as it ftood at that Inftant, and to take his Wife and Children along with 
him as an Inftance of his good Faith to the Empire, and likewife as a pregnant Proof 
of his Innocence. Hereupon he withdrew about a hundred and thirty Furlongs from 
the City, and encamped upon a Plain. Cefennius, in the mean time, fends Soldiers to 
take poi&ffion of Samofata, and to keep Garrifon there ; white iie hitxifetf, with other 
Troops, marches away after Antiochus. But all this Violence and Injuftice was not 
fuffioient yet to provoke the King to any unfriendly A£t againft the Romans : Or to 
do any thing more, than to lament his hard Fortune, and to bear all Things with 
Patience. 

But for his Sons, Epiphanes and CallinicuSt that were youthful, martial, and brave; 
they could not in honour but betake themfelves to their Arms : So that drawing out 
what Strength they were able to make, they gave the Romans Battle ; fought it out 
all Day, and in the End (hewed a Condudt anfwerable to their Valour; for they came 
off with very little Lofs. 

The Fortune of this Day was favourable to Antiochus ; but all too little to put a 
Stop to the Retreat he had refolved upon ; for he took his Wife and Daughters away 
with him into Cilicia: And this fcrupulous Integrity of his went fo far, that he had 
like to have broken the Hearts of his Soldiers. For what could they hope for, they 
faid, when the King himfelf defpaircd ; dcferting their Prince in that Diftrac- 
tion, and going over to the Romans. All that Epiphanes and his Brother had now 
to do, was to fave themfelves before it was too late. And fo with eight Horfemm 
more, (ten in all) they paiTed the Euphrates, (where they were now fcci^re) in their 
Way to Vologefes, the King of Parthia. This generous Prince, upon their Arrival, 
did not treat them like Fugitives, but with that Royal State and Refpedt that became 
their Birth and Quality. 

Antiochus being now come to Tarfus in Cilicia, Cefennius fent an Officer to take 
him into Cuftody, and carry him bound to Rome. But Vefpafian was too generous 
to treat a crowned Head at that Rate, and chofe rather to (hew a refpcdt to the Me- 
mory of an ancient Friendfliip, than to revenge himfelf for a fuppofed Injury : Where- 

Z 2 a fore 
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fore he ordered his Chains to be taken ofF upon the Way ; his Journey to Rome re* 
fpited, and himlclf to make fome Stay at Lacedsmon; where Vefpafian furnifhed him 
With Provifions of Money, fuitable to the Dignity of a Royal Expence. 

This frank and honourable way of proceeding toward Antiochus did not only de- 
liver the Brothers from the Dread and Anxiety they were in for fear of their Father; 
but puf them in hopes even of a Reconciliation to Cacfar himfcif ; efpecially upon 
the Interceflion of Vologefes, that they might be permitted to go to Rome, and Cacfar 
to give way to it : For though they were very eafy as it was, thdy had no Patience 
yet to live out of the Pale of the Empire. They came on, in fine, to Rome, and 
their Father was brought thither foon after, where they were all three entertained wit/? 
high Demonftrations of Affcdlion and Eftcem. 

The People now known by the Name of Alanes, formerly called Scythians, having 
their Habitations, as we have faid elfewhere, near the River Tanais, and the Lake of 
McBotis; joined in a Confederacy with the King of Hyrcania, to break into Media, 
and lay the Land wafte: This King being the Mafter of the only Paflage into that 
Country; which, they fay, Alexander fo ordered, as to have it (hut up with Iron Gates. 
This Pafs being now laid open, they pofleff;d themfelves of the Placei without cither 
Sufpicion or Rcfiflance, and carried off a Booty, in Goods and Cattle, to a mighty 
Value. This Inroad put Pacorus (then King of the Place) into fach a Fright, that 
left his Eftate at Mercy, and flying for his own Safety into Crags and Strong-holds, 
made a (hift at hll to redeem his Wife and Concubines for a hundred Tclcnts. 
At this Rati, they preilcd forward, fpoiling and making Havock all the Way they 
went, without the leaft Rcfiftance, up to the Borders of Armenia; Tridates being 
at that Time King there. This Tiridates pushed up to them, and foiight them, and 
was within a very little of being taken alive in the Battle; by the Noofe of a Halter 
that was throv/n over his Head in the Aftion ; but in the very Moment, while they 
were drawing him off, he cut the Rope with his Sword, and got away. The Succels 
of this Combat made thefe Barbarians more bloody and inlblcnt than before; infomuch 
that they depopulated all, wherever they came, and carried off a World of Men and 
Cattle along with ihcm to their own Homes. 



CHAP. XXVIIL 

Eleazar, f/je Governor o/* Maflada. The lewdc/i Age fince the Creation. 
The Sicaiii lead the Way\ but John of Gifchala out-did them all. Tkt 
brutal Barbarities of Simon. 7 he Idumaeans inhuman and bloody. The 
Zelotcs the ivickedejl and the mojl ^wretched of Mortals. A Garrijon of 
the Sicaiii in Maflada. Silvia befieges it. The Situation, Dcjcriptiou^ 
and Strength of it both by Art and Nature. Silvia advances his Batte- 
ries, and gains the Rock Lcuce, but his Batteries failings he Jets all in a 

Flame. 
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Flame. A Difcourfe upon the CoMempf of Death \ and the Immortaltty 
of the Soul. RefleBions upon the Indian Thilojophers and the Brachmans* 
Several Inftances of the Sufferings of the Jews. The ^efiion of Life 
and Death debated. The Jews Jo poffeffed v)itb it, that they refolve not 
to out 'live their Lanvs and Liberties: They agree upon a Method for the 
executing oj that Refolution. The Romans advance the next Morning ta 
the Ajjaulty and find only a Tile of dead Bodies to receive them. 

BASSUS was now dead in /udca, and Flavius Silva, his Succeflbr in ihe Govern-i 
ment; who, finding the whole Country be reduced, faving only one rebellious 
Ca(Ue, drew out all the Force he was able to make, with a Refolution to attack it. Tha 
Caftle's Name was Maffada; and one Eleazar commanded it, tho Ring-leader of the 
Sicarii, or Cut-Thxoats; who had got in poffcflion of it. This Eleazar was dcfcended 
from one Judas^. who^ as we have faid already,, was the Man that moft violently oppofed 
the Jews entering their Names upon the RoUi when Cyrcnius executed the OHice cf 
Cenfor, in Judaea. This Faction of the Sicarii were profcflcd Enemies to all that flicwed 
any manner of Refped: to the Romans: And they treated them alfo like Enemies, even 
to the Degree of pillaging their Goods; driving away their Cattle,, and burning their 
Houfes. •* For what are thefe Men better than Strangers, faid they, that betray the 
" Liberty of their Country for want of fighting for it, and had rather live Slaves than 
" Freemen; notwithllanding that Freedom is a Blefling can never be bought too dear? 
%t Were it not better for fuch Men as thefe, they cried, lo join barefaced with the 
♦' Romans?" But thefe were only Words of courfe, for a Blind to their Inhumanity 
and Avarice; as moft: evidently appeared in the Conclufion. For when thofe v^iry Men, 
whom they branded, with Perfidy and Cowardice, came to join in the Revolt, and in the 
common Caufe againft the Romans, they were worfe ufed than before: Efpecially thefe 
tliat laid open the Hypocrify of their Pretentions and the Iniquity of their Pradice. 

There was never fuch an Age certainly fince the Creation^* for all manner of Impiety, 
as this Junftare among the Jews. They left no new Wickednefs to be cither done or 
thought of, or for Invention itfelf to work upon. Never fuch an Agreement,, public 
and private, in all Sorts ot Corruptions : Never fuch. an Emulation in all Things that 
were ill, who (hould out-do the other: Mea in Power oppreff-d the common People,. 
and the common People were as (liarp again upon Men in Power, the one for Domi- 
nion, and the ojlher for Pillage. 

The Sicarii were the firft that led the Way to his licentious Courfe of Blood and Vio- 
lence, without flipping any Opportunity, either by Word or Deed, of doing IViifchief 
where they were fct upon it. But all this was not a Flea-biting to the extravagant Cruel- 
ties cf John;, who did not only put particular Men to death,, as common Enemies (Ci- 
tizens efpecially) for prefuming.to advife Things neccflary and profitable for the Public; 
but multiplied all manner of Outrages alfo upon his Country. And who could ex|.edt 
better from a Man that made no Confcience of aflfronting God himfclf ? as in the Ufe of 
forbidden Meats ; renouncing the Purity of his Profcf&on, and departing from the Laws^ 

and 
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and Cufloms of our Forefathers. What Wonder now, to fee a Man inhuoiaa to hit 
Neighbour, that has no more Reverence for his Maker ! 

And fo for Simon the Son of Gioras, what Villainy was not that Man goilly of? 
What Barbarities did he not inflift upon the very Men that raifed him ? Thofe, that of 
Freemen born, made themfelves his Slaves ! The natural Ties of Blood and Friendihip 
had no other Effect upon this fort of People, than to inflame them to the Execution of 
more horrid Butcheries. They looked upon it as a mean, and a kind of fcandalous Infb- 
lence, to tyrannize over Strangers, compared with the more generous and heroical Bravery 
of trampling upon their own Flefli and Bldod. 

And the Idumseans came not much behind them neither ; thofe bloody MifirreantSf 
that after the aifaflinating of the High-Priefts, to cut oiF as much as in them lay, the 
whole Frame and Order of Religion at a Blow, confounded likewife the Polity of the 
City, without leaving fo mych as the Face of Juftice or Civil Government; and fettsog 
up Tyranny and Oppreilion in the Stead of it. This was the Province of thofe they call 
Zelotes, and they had given themfelves a Title to the Name by their Works, as the moft 
paffionate Patrons and Promoters of Vice and Lewdnefs upon the Face of the Earth, 
though under the Colour of Piety and Virtue, by feducing thofe they would impofis 
upon by Fallacies and falfe Lights; and, at the fame time^ turning Evil into Good, and 
Good into Evil. 

They had at laft:, however, the End they dcferved, in the Manifeftation of God's joft 
Vengeance upon them : For they fufFered all the Calamities and Torments that it is pof- 
fible for Fle(h and Blood to undergo, and this throughout the whole Courie of their 
Lives. 

It will be faid, perhaps, that the Puni(hment fell (hort of the Offence. And it may 
be anfwered, that no Punifhment could come up to it. But this is not a Tiine or Place 
to enter upon the Hiftory of thofe unhappy Creatures that fell into the Hands of the& 
Monfters: So that I fhall rather return to my Relation, and go on where I left off. 

Silva the Roman General was now upon his March to befiege Maffada, where thoe 
was a Garrifon of the Sicar^ under the Command of Eleazp-b who was the Head of that 
Party. He made fure of '4^e Country about it» without much Difticulty ; fettled his 
Garrifon, as he faw convenient; and ran up a Wall about the Caflle, to prevent Eiocur- 
fions or Efcapes, and to fecure his Guards. He made choice of a Quarter for his Campi 
that he found moft commodious for his Purpofe: That is to fay, upon the joining of toe 
Caftle-Rock to the next Mountain: Only Provifions were extremely fcarce, for they were 
brought a great Way, and with much Trouble to the Jews, whofe Buiinels it was to fop- 
ply them ; befide the bringing of Water another Way too, for there was no Fountun 
near the Place. 

Matters being thus ordered, Silva di(jpo(ed himfelf to the Siege, which was like to be 
a Work of Time and Labour^ as will appear by the Situation of the Caftle. It ffamds 
upon a large high Rock, with deep and craggy Precipices round about it: And there is 
no dilcerning the Bottom from above, by reafon of other Rocks that interpoie and cover 
it. The Accefs is fo difficult, that even the Beafts themfelves cannot climb it, /avinS 
only by two Paffages ; one to the Eaftward from the Lake Alphaltitis, whic^jL^^ia very nice 

and 
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and dangerous $ the other from the Wefl:, which is the more praAicable of the two. 
They call one of them by the Name of the Snake, from the feveral Windings and Turn* 
ings in the Afcent. For the Rocks in many Places double upon themfelves, and run in 
and out fo, that People are fain to go backward and forward to pais them. And the Paifages 
fo narrow likewife, that there is no walking upon them, but by (landing upon one Foot 
while you advance the other: Befide that, one Slip, or a falfe Step, is certain Death ; 
for it drops you into a Precipice that gives a Man a Horror but to think of it. They 
reckon thirty Furlongs of this Way from the Bottom to ihe Top of the Mountain, 
which brings you into a Plain, where Jonathan the High-Prieft ere<fted a Caftle, and 
called it Maffada ; he himfelf being the firft Founder of it. Herod the Great fpared 
afterwards for no Coft or Care to adorn and fortify it. He carried a Wall about it» 
of feven Stadia in Compafs; all of curious white Stone, twelve Cubits high» and eight 
over. He built likewife twenty-feven Turrets ; each of fifty Cubits in Height : And 
thefe Towers entertained a Communication with all the Buildings on the Infide of the 
Wall* The Plain above was fo well-conditioned, and fo fruitful a Soil, that Herod or* 
dered it to be fet apart for Tillage; to the End, that whoever (huuld take Sandtuary in 
that Caftle, he might be fure not to want NeceiTaries. He caufed alfo a royal and a 
ftately Palace to be built for himfelf within the Compafs of the Caftle : The Entrance 
fronting Weftward, and bending a little to the North. The Walls of it were very high 
and ftrong, with four Towers in four Corners, each of fixty Cubits high. The Apart* 
ments. Galleries and Baths, were for Variety, Ornament and Contrivance, very rich 
and glorious : And all fupported with Pillars, each of one intire Stone; and fo mafterly 
put together, that nothing could be more fubftantiaU The Walls and the Pavement 
were all checkered with Party-coloured Stone. To every Quarter about this Palace, 
the Plain above, and before the Turrets, there were a great many large Cifterns^ hew* 
cd out of the Rock, for the preferving of Water; fo that thefe Veilels abundantly 
fupply the Want of Fountains. There was a Way alfo cut under Ground, from the Pa- 
lace up to the Caftle, which was not to be difcovered from without ; and the other was 
cfFedtually impaftable, as we have faid already. But for the Weftern Pafs> there was a 
Tower fet up in the narroweft Part of if, a matter of a thoufand Cubits from the Caftlr^ 
that quite blocked it up. Not but that the Attempt would have been difficult enough^ 
even^without any Oppofition : But this is to fhew the State and Condition of the 
Place, both by Art and Nature. 

Now this Caftle was not only provided againft Force and Stratagerag but againft the 
very Dint of Famine too: For there was Corn in it» Wine^ Oil^ all Sorts of Pulfe,. 
Dates, &c. for many Years; which was all found in- it» when Eleazar with his Sicarit 
furprifed it : And it was all as fre(h and found too, (though a hundred Years depolited) 
as if it had been but newly laid up. And perhaps the Purity of thq Air at that Height, 
abftradted from grois and feculent Vapours, might be th« Reaibn of it* 

There was alfo a Magasine of all Sorts of Arms, for ten thoufand Men, ftored there 
by the King's Order; and a great Quantity of.unwrought Iron, Brais, Lead, and the 
like; which we may prefume was prepared for fome great Defign. 

There goes a Tradition, lliat Herod finding himlieU' upon a Pinch under two Difficui* 

ties^ 
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tics, provided this Caftle for his Retreat in cafe of Need: The one was for fear the Peo- 
ple Ihould dcpofe him, and fet the Afmonxan Family upon the Throne again; the other 
was a Matter of more dangerous Confcquence. Cleopatra, the Queen of Egypt, had a 
Dc(ign, it fcems, upon the Life of Herod: And (lie made no Secret of it neither; but 
owned the Thing, and had feveral Dilcourles with Anthony about it; prefling him, 
that Herod might be difpatched out of the Way, and fhe hcrfelf made Queen of the 
Jews in his Stead. It was a Wonder that the Paflion Anthony had for Cleopatra 
could deny her any thing ; but Herod, however, upon this Apprehenfion, put Maflada 
into fuch a Condition, that there was hardly any Thought of taking it; and the Ro- 
mans could never be abfolute Mafters of the Jews without it. 

The Jews being now fo clofe walled up in Maffadai that there was no PofUbilitVi 
as I fiid before, of their eicaping, Silva advanced with his Machines; there be- 
ing but one Place that he could fill up, to raife a Mount upon. For beyond. that 
Tower that blocks up the Way upon the Weft, to the Palace and Caftle, there was a 
large long Rock, called Leuce; larger than that the Caftle ftood upon; but not fo high by 
three hundred Cubits as Maflada. The General had no fooncr gained this Rock, but he 
fet his Soldiers at work to advance a Mount upon it; and they wrought fo hard, that they 
carried it up to the Height of two hundred Cubits: Which not being as yet ftrong enough 
to fupport the Engines, they raifed a kind of Platform upon it, wrought with great 
Stones, fifty Cubits high, and as much over. But befidc thefc ordinary Machines, they 
had others alfo of the Invention of Ve/pafian, but improved aftcrwajds by Titos. They 
erefted farther upon this Platform, a Tower of fixty Cubits, all fortified with Iron. 

The Romans from this Turret, galled the Defendants with their Stones and Arrows 
to fuch a Degree, that they durft not (hew their Heads upon the Walls. Silva, in the 
mean time, kept battering the Wall with a moft prodigious Ram; which by little and 
little made fome Imall Impreflion upon it. But the Sicarii quickly fupplicd that Dc- 
L&, by clapping up another Wall behind it, that feared no Machines; for the Matter 
of it being foft and yielding, it deadened the Stroke: And the Manner of the Struc- 
ture was this. They took two Rows of large Timbers, and mortifed them one into 
another. They were both of a Size, and togfcther with a Space left*bttwizt them, 
juft anUvered the Thicknefs of the Wall. This Space they filled with a kind of clayifli 
Earth, and nailed up Boards a-crofs the Frame to keep the Earth from falling down : 
So that it ftood as firm as the Wall of a Houfe, and the more it was battered, the 
ftronger it was, ,as if it had been rammed and confolidated into a better State of Defence. 

Wlien Silva found his Engines defeated, he refolvcd to attempt that by Fire, which 
he could not compafs by Battery ; and fo ordered his Soldiers to try what might be 
done by Brands-Ends and Fire- Works, towards the deftroying of their Defences. 
Thtir new Wall being moft of it Timber- Work and hollow, took fire immediately; 
and b.uft cut into a mighty Flame; which began with the Wind on the North, and 
hi at fo terribly upon the Romans, that they almoft defpaired of faving their Machines. 
But the Wind luckily chopping about all on a fudden into the South, drove fo furioufly 
upon the Wall, tl-at it fctik|l in a Flame from Top to Bottom. The Romans werefo 
-fcntible of God's appearing in their Favour, that they returned chearfuUy to their Camp, 

with 
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with a full Refolulion to make an Attack upon the Enemy the next Morning by Peep of 
Day; and to keep ftrong Watches in the mean while, that they might notget oflFin the 
Night. 

But Eleazar had no Thought of ftarting himfclf, or of fufFcring any of his People 
fo to do. The Wall however being confumcd to the Ground, and no Hope or Pofli-p 
bility left of Safety or Relief, the only brave Thing they had before them, was to con- 
fider how they might deliver their Wives and Children from the ignominious Outra- 
ges they might exped: from the Romans, whenever they came to be Matters of the 
Place. Eleazar concluded, upon the ballancing of this Queftion, that a glorious 
Death was infinitely to be preferred to a Life of Infamy ; and that the moft generous 
Refolution they could take in the World, would be not to out-live their Liberties. 
This being his own Opinion, he called together the mod courageous of his Friends 
and Companions j and did what he could, by Reafon and Exhortation, to difcourfc 
them into the fame Mind. 

" It is no new Thing, fays he, my generous Friends, for our People to difclaim 
<* any other Lord and Mailer, than the true and fovereign Lord and Mafter of the 
** Univerfe, God himfelf ; and this without Exception to the Romans, or to any 
" other Nation whatfoever. The Time is now at hand to make good our Words by 
** our Deeds: Wherefore let us aA like ourfelves. We have hitherto run all Hazards 
** to prefervc our Freedoms; but we are at prcfent threatened with Chains, and the 
*« worft of Torments together, if we fall alive into our Enemies Hands: As the firft 
** that fell off from them, and the lafl: that flood out againft them. The Matter duly 
" confidered, we are to look upon it as a fingular Grace and Favour from above, to be 
'' left ftill at liberty to choofe our Death: A Blefling denied to many that are gone be- 
•* fore us. We are certain to be all Slaves to-morrow, if we do not prevent it by 
•* fetting ourfelves free this very Night: And it is not in the Power of our Enemies to 
'< hinder it. Neither is there any thing they defire more, than to take us alive; and it 
" is now too late to think of contending any farther. Something might have been 
•* done at firft perhaps, if the Affcrtors of our Liberties had but duly confidered 
•* Things. For they would have ibund, that if God had not caft us off, though 
*' formerly his chofen People, he would never have expofed us to what we have fufifered, 
** both by our own Divifions, and from our Enemies ; the DeftruAion of fo many of 
** our principal Men, and the holy City itfelf laid wafte with Fire and fword. But 
•* how comes it at laft, that we alone are the Men of the whole Nation to ftand up for 
•* our Liberties, as if we ourfelves were innocent of thofe Iniquities that wc have 
•* taught to others ? You fee, by this Time, the Vanity of your extravagant Hopes. 
«* and the Mifcry of your Difippointments. And what are we the better here for an 
•* impregnable Caftle, with an ample Provifion of Arms, and all Neceflaries for our 
'< Support, when God hath manifeftly doomed us to Deftrudion ? What do you think 
«' of that judicial Wind and Fire, that left the Romans to confume us and our new 
«* Wall? Did it do this of its own Accord, do ye think; or was it not rather an In- 
** flidtion upon us for the crying Sins we had been guilty of one towards another? Now 
** fince our Puni(hment is jud, and that there is no avoiding of it, will it not be much 
Numb. 23. A a a ** more 
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«* more rcafonable for us to do Juftice upon ourfclvce, than to leave it to thevidtorious 
•* Romans, as the Executors of divine Vengeance? By this means, wc fee u re the Ho- 
•* nour of our Wives, and the Freedom of our Children ? And next to them, let us 
•' honourably take our own Terms, ^nd die free ; leaving that Memorial behind us as 
*' the beft of Monuments. But, in the next Place, fee the Cadle be fet on fire, and 
•* our own Gold and Silver melted down ; for the Romans will be fick of their Purchafc, 
:' without the Poflefrion, cither of our Treafure, or of our Perfons. Let the Provi- 
'' fions for the Mouth and Belly be left behind, as a Teftimony that v/c were not 
*' ftarved into this Condition; but kept to our firll Rcfolution of choofing Death ra- 
'* ther than Bondage," 

This was Eleazar's Speech ; but it did not relifli with all alike : Some were very 
much pleafed with the Propofal, and as forward to put it in Execution; reckoning 
upon Death as a deiirable State upon thofe Terms. Thofe that were ^ood-natured, or 
tender-hearted, had a Horror upon them to think of taking away the Lives of their 
Friends, and no lefs at the Thought of laying violent Hands upon themfelvcs : And 
then, looking mournfully one upon another with Tears in the^r Eyes, they betrayed 
the SoftneiTes of their Hearts. Eleazar was not a little troubled at tbefe efl^minace 
Weaknefles, for fear of daggering others that feenied well enough refolved, and call- 
ing in queflion the Dignity of his Proportion. He followed his Point however, and 
went on with his Exhortation ; hut with another fort of Air and Spirit, advancing his 
Difcourfe upon the Subjed of the Immortality of the Soul : And fixing his Eye upon 
thofe that he faw in Tears, he addreifed himfelf that Way, in a vehement Earneftnefs 
of Exclamation, and in thefe or the like Words : 

** I am, fays he, wonderfully miftaken, I perceive, in my Opinion, that brave Men 
" in a Contell for Liberty, had rather lofe their Lives than their Caufe. But it is 
«• otherwife with you I find, that are afraid to die, though to deliver yourfelves from 
*^ Calamities worfe than Death itfelf: And in a Cafe too, that neither needs Council, 
*• nor will bear Delay, We have it from Antiquity, the holy Scriptures, the Laws 
** and Cuftoms of our Country, the Dodtrine and Praftices of our Forefathers : And 
** it is all by Confent, that it is not Life, but Death that makes a Man happy. For 
^' what is it but Death, that fets the Soul at liberty, and tranfmits it into thofe pure and 
•' bleifed Regions where it (hall never know Corruption ? But fo long as it commu- 
<' nicates with the mortal Body, it partakes alfo with the Evils of that Body : and it is 
<* in a manner dead; for what Affinity is there betwixt divine and mortal ? Soul and 
*• Body: in Conjundlion, 'tis true, may do much; for the Body is but the Souls In- 
'' ftrument, and their facred Offices and Operations are unaccountable. But when 
" the Soul comes once to be difcharged of its Clog and Weight that keeps it down, 
** and to recover its proper Station, it enjoys a vigorous and a perfedl Liberty ; not 
** vifible to human Eyes, but invifibie, as God himfelf is ; and it is invifible alio in 
^' our Bodies. It comes into us unfeen, and fo it goes out again ; incorruptible in 
«' itfelf, but caufmg Variety of Changes in the Body : For whatever the Soul influen- 
** ces, it puts Life and Vigour into it : And whenever it withdraws itfelf, the Sepera- 
'' tion is certain Death. But this does not hinder the Soul yet from being immortal. 

«' As 
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*< As in Sleep^ for Inftance; how quietly does the Soul repofe itfelf ia that Refpite 
«* from the Diftradlions of the Body! Which (hews the Happincfs of the Soul is 
<« wrapt up within itfelf, and likewife that it holds fome fort of Conimunication with ' 
^< the Almighty, in foretelling Things to come. But how can any Man pretend to 
<< fear Death that loves Reft ! or who but a Madmen, for the fake of a fliort Life^ 
^< will grudge himfelf a Life eternal ? Beiide that, we are trained up by ^the Laws 
«* and Inftitution of our Profeffion, not only to the Contempt of Death ourielves i 
^* but alfo to preach and praAice' it for an Example to others. 

*< Or if there needed any Recourfe to ftrangers for Argument or Authoirty, upon 
^' this Subjed:, what (hall we fay to the Indian Philofophers and Brachmans ? A wife 
" and a virtuous fort of People. They look upon Life only as a nece(rary FunAion of 
" Nature: An Office which they difcharge unealily enough, and not without fome 
** Impatience to be quit of the Trouble, And they are not weary ot Life neither, 
^' upon the Account of Pain or Inconvenience ; but for the Love of Immortality, and 
** a ble(red Converfation that (hall never have an End. Nay, they take folemn Leave 
^' of their Friends too, as if it were but for a Journey, and tell them when they are 
^* a going: Neither does any body offer to hinder them; but on the contrary^ wi(h 
^* them happy, and fend formal MefTages by them to their Acquaintance, in a full 
*' and certain Confidence that they underftand one another. And fo when they have 
'< received all their Orders and Inftrudtions, thfcy connnit their Bodies to the Fire, as 
^^ a preparatory Purification, and go off with Acclamations, and to the Satisfa^ion 
" or all the Speftators. For, among them. Friends foHow one another more chear* 
•* fully to death, than they would do to a long Journey; joying thofe that are now 
*' entering into a State of Immortality, and only lamenting the reft that ftay behind. 
*' What a Shame will it he for us now to fall (hort of the Indians^ in a Matter of 
^^ this Importance, and to bring a Scandal upon the excellent Laws and Religion of 
•* of our Fore-fathers by an inglorious Abjection of Mind ! Or put the Cafe now, 
•* that we had been otherwife inftrudted, and brought up in the contrary Principles 
** from our very Cradle; as if Life were the fovereign Good of Mankind, and Death 
*^ themoftdifmal of Calamities: The very Occafion (hould make us refolute methinks, 
** in our Cafe, fince Neccflity and the Will .of God will have it fo : And we are now 
** to be puni(hed with the Lofs of Life, for our former Abufes of it, by the ordering 
•* of a divine Providence ; neither are we to afcribe it to our own Arms, or to the 
•' Generofity of the Romans, that we were not every Man of us cut off in this War. 
** And it was not fimply a Conqueft neither; but the Mediation of a more power- 
*' ful Caufe, that made it look like one however. What had the Romans to do in 
** that bloody Maifacre of the Jews at Caefarea by the Ppople of the Place, where 
«• Man, Woman and Child were cut off upon their feventh Day's Feftival, without 
•* one Word of a Confpiracy, or the leaft Refiftance: Whereas the Romans never 
•* looked upon the Jews as their Enemies, but only when they revolted. Now it 
«* will be (aid perhaps, that there was an old Grudge betwixt the Jews of Crrfarca 
«« and the Citizens ; and that the latter took this Opportunity for a Revenge. What 
'< (hall we fay then of the Scythopolitans that joined with the Greeks againft us, 
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M and not with our Friends againft the Romans; And what did they get at lad: for 
" their Good-will, but the utter Deftruitioii of tbemfeWes and ihcir Families P This 
<^ was the Thanks in fine, that we had for our Ailiftance; chey brought us into the 
^?* fame Extremity, out of which we rcfcued them. 

<' It would be too tedious to run over particular Inftances : For 3K>ti know very well 
'^ that there is not fo much as one City in Syria that has treated us better, and that is 
'^ not incomparably worfe to us than the Romans. What do you think of Damafcus 
*^.^w, that without any Colour, or Pretence of a Difguft, butchered ten thoufand 
'*il||rw8, with their Wives and Children, in that fingie L'lty ? And then they reckon 
".'lipon at Icaft lixty thoufaod killed in^Egypt. N w tl)at is no Woiider, you will 
•* fay, in a ftrange Land, where they had no Seconds \p liaod by ihem. But to come 
*• now to our own Cafe at home« that had the Cou'\.a;c t.> aflerr our Liberties againft 
** the Romans in our own Country, and wan cd nLiiher Men nor Arms, fcarlefs Spi- 
«* rits, impregnable Cities, Strong-holds, or any other munner of Provifions that 
^* might encourage or fbrengthen a Revolt, and intitle us to a reafonable Hope of a 
** vidlorious Iflue. But how long did this laft, and to what End did this pompous 
** Preparation ferve us ; favc only tp our greater ConfuGon ! For ail is loft, you kr, 
** and only to the Honour of the Enemy ; without any Advantage to ourfelves, for, 
" and by whom> thefe Stores were provided. 

" How happy arc they now that fell with their Swords in their Hands, contending 
<* for their Liberty, and in the fame Ad preferving it 1 Compared with the furviving 
" Remainder of us that arc refervcd in Chains : Some for Torture, fome for the Fircj 
** others for Speftacles; fome for Combat, and others to be torn to Pieces with 
** Whips; fome half eaten by Beafts, and fet afide for a fecond Meal ! Who would 
'' not fuffer a thoafand Deaths, rather than lead fuch a Life ? But the moft deplobble 
'' of all the reft) are thofe that are yet living, and calling upon Death, and yet have 
** not the Heart to give it themfelves. 

. *' Pray fummon up your Thoughts^ and confider what is become of your glorious 
•* Metropolis : your mighty Walls and Fortifications : Your impregnable Towers and 
*• Caftles; your yaft Treaiuries and Magazines (though too little for your Stores;) 
^* your prodigious Multitudes of Men : And what is become of your holy Place too, 
** known by the Name of God's Houfe ? Is it not all torn up by the Roots, and no- 
•* thing to be fecn of it but the Ruins, that ferve only for a Camp to the Conqueror; 
** a few unfdftunatc old Men mourning over the Aflies of the Temple, and a Provifion 
" of unhappy Women fet apart for the Ufe and S<frvice of the Soldiers? 

" Can any Thing that hath but the Soul of a Man ever fubmit to look another Sun 
** in the.^Pace again after this? Nay, though he might live without either Fear op 
** Danger : Can any Man, I fay, be fo unnatural to his Country j fo mean and narrow- 
•' hearted, as not to be grieved that ever he lived to fee this Day ? And it would have 
•* been well, if we had Ixren all in our Graves before ever we beheld thefe facrilegious 
«* Ruins, and this glorious Pile of Jerufalem laid in Rubl>!(h. But fo long as we had 
•* Hopes and Courage, we flattered ourfelves with the Pofli'nlity of a Redemption. 
•* The Conceit however of that Fancy being now over> and nothing kit us to iruil to> 

" but 
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M but the Confidcration oFan infuperable Ncccffity ; wc have nothing more to do th«o. 
«< to take Pity of ourfelves, our Wives* and our Children; and to make all the Hafte 
" wc can to do it, while we have the Means in our own Hands. We are all born to 
<< die» the Brave and the Coward alike; and all fubjeded to the f^me Fate. Now for 
*• matter of Indignity and Slavery, the feeing of our Wives diflionoured, and our Chil- 
«* dren led in Triumph ; thefc arc not Evils arifing from the Ncccffity of our Nali -e, 
<< but the Refults of Cowardice, when a Man might have died and would not. But 
^< for us that had the Hearts to abandon the Romans, and fly in the Face of our 
«« Matters; and afterwards to rcfufe Quarter and Pardon^ when it was offered us, and 
'* not fo much as to accept of an Indemnity, though they themfelves begged it of us : 
<^ Can any body think. 1 fay, that if ever they take us alive, this will be forgotten ? 

" It makes one's Heart ache, to think of the mifcrable Condition both of Young and- 
** Old, betwixt the Strength of Body, on the one band, to lie languiOiing under a lin- 
«* c;e ring Torment ; and the Weakncfs of Age, on the other, that is not able to fupport 
" it. ' The Hulband muft expcft to fee his Wife diflionoured before his Face; and the 
«« Father, to hear his Children begging in Chains for Relief. But while we are free, 
<< and Mailers of our Swords, let us make a glorious Ufc of them, and preferve our 
^' Liberties. Let us die Freemen, with the Comfort and Company of our Wives and 
<< Children about us. It is but what they themfelves defire, what our Laws require 
«'-atbur Hands, and what Providence itfelf hath made neceflary for us. Only the 
*« Romans are againft it, for Tear we fhoiild do their Work for them. Let usdifpatch 
** then, for it will be to our ionnortal Honour to take the Prize they long for out of 
«' their Hands, in leaving them only the poor Satisfadioa of dead Bodies for their 
«• Triiimph." 

Eleazar would have gone on, if the Company had not broken in upon him one and 
all, in this very Inftant; violently prefling him to go through with his Work, and 
every Man contending with a phantaftical Emulation who fhould be foremoft, as a- 
Mark of the braveft and wifeft Man Such was the PafTion thefc People had for the 
Deftrudlion of themfelves and their Families. And, which was yet more wonderful, 
they did not one Man of them ihrink when thef came to the Execution; but kept up 
their dear and natural Affedtion to the laft, upon, an Opinion that thoy could not do 
their Friends a better Office. They took their laft Leave of their Wives and Children 
in their Arms„ with a Kifs and a Stab; weeping over them at the fame Time, and no 
more concerned than if the Work had been ddoe by other People's Hands. The Ne- 
ccfllty of the Aftion, (as they Underftood it) was their Comfort and their Excufe; for 
cunfulering what they ifaould have fuflfered otherwife by the Romans, they thought they 
could not do lefs toward their Deliverance. In (hort, there was not one Man's Heart 
failed him; but they killed their beloved Friends and Relations without Diftindtion. 
This \va. ;i miferable Neceflity, but they were driven upon it by a mifcrable Choice : 
For the ri'.ilroyina of their Wives and Children^ (as it appeared to them), was the Icall 
Evil thc^ had before them. 

Wh :n they had gone thus far, they found their Grief for what they had done al- 
ready intolerable; and being confcioua to thcmfclvesi that they could not- furvive thofc 

they 
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they bad killed* (though never fo little) without a manifeft Injury to the Dead, they 
immediately piled up all their Goods together on a Heap and burnt them ; and then 
choofing ten Men, by Lot, out of their Number to do Execution upon all the reft, 
they ranged themfelves ^8 near as they could to the dead Bodies of their Friends ; gave 
them a parting Embrace, and chearfully prefented their Throats to thofe that were 
to do the inhuman Office. So foon as the ten had with a mighty Refolution difcharged 
their Part, they c^ft Lots among themfelves which of the remaining ten Aiould difpatch 
the other nine, with a Condition that the furviving tenth Man (hould kill himfelf upon 
the Bodies of the reft : Such a Confidence had thefe People one in another. The nine 
died with the fame Conftancy as the reft. The laft Man overlooking the Bodies, and 
finding that they were all ftark dead, fet fire to the Palace, and fo caft himfelf 
upon his Sword among his Friends. 

The Tragedy being now over; and upon a Prefumption that there was not fo much 
as one Jew fallen into the Hands of the Romans, it appeared afterwards that there was 
one ancient Woman i and another^ a Kinfwoman of Eleazar's (a Perfon of admirable 
Qualities) with five fmall Children, that lay clofe all this while in an Aqusedudt, and 
efcapcd the Maflacre. The Number of the Slain was nine hundred and fixty, reckon- 
ing Women and Children in to the Account. This Adion fell out upon the fifteenth 
of the Month Xanthicus. 

The Romans by break ot Day next Morning, with their Ladders abd Bridges, 
made ready for an AfTaults but no Enemy appearing, nor any Noife to be heard, but 
the crackling of Flames, the Romans could not tell what to make of thefe Circum- 
ftances, and of fo dead a Silence : So that they prefently gave a Yell, like a Shoat upon 
the playing of a Battery, to try if they could be anfwcred. The Clamour alarmed 
the Women in their Hiding-holes; fo that out they came upon it, and told the Ro- 
mans the Truth of the whole Story ; which was fo incredible however, that they could 
not believe it : But betaking themfelves to the quenching of the Fire, and fo follow- 
ing their Way up to the Palace, they found fuch a Carnage of dead Bodies, that with- 
out infulting and rejoicing as Enemies, they brake out into Admiration at the generous 
Greatnefs of the Jews Minds; thtf Steadinefs of their Councils, and the obftinate 
Agreement of fuch a Number of MJjpp in the Contempt of Death. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

7 7:c tnrhtdent and feditious Humour of the Sicarii. The Jews impute all 
their Misfortunes to that fort of Teople. They will rather ftfffer Death 
than own Cxiar for their JVlaJler. 

AFTER the taking of Maflada, Silva the Roman General fettled a Garrifon there, 
and fo marched away with his Army to Caefarea, leaving the Country in perfect 
Peace and Quiet behind him. Now the Jews of Judaea were fo abfolutely broken and 

fubdued 
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fubdued by the Barden ud Continuance pf the War, that there was not an Enemy to 
be heard of in all that Quarter ; but there were thofe alfc that felt of it as far as Alexandria 
in -^gypt, where leveral of them were put to deaths But a Word or two upoa^this Oc- 
cafion will not be amifs. 

There were divers of the Fa&ion of the Sicarii that fled to Alexandria for SanAuary ; 
and it was not enough for theiib People to live eafy and quiet there, bat they muft be 
tampering the Citizens into a hankering after Innovations, and darting invidious Quef* 
tions about Liberty and paflive Obedience. They looked upon the Romans, they faid, 
to be no better than themfelvcs, and no other Lord would they own, than the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth. And ftill as they met with any Contradidtion, though from the 
bed of their own ProfeHion. it was as much as their Lives were worth. Some they mur- 
dered, others they debauched from their Allegiance, or at leaft endeavoured to do it $. 
and, in £ne, thefe Practices of theirs became fo bold and dangerous, that the leading Men 
amongft them did not think it fafe to call them to any public Account. But the Courfe 
they took, was to fummon a general Meeting of the Jews, and there to arraign the Folly 
and Temerity of the Sicarii, and to expoie them to the People as the Root and Cauie<o<f 
all their Misfortunes. ^* Now what would be the End or it, faid they, if we (hould 
<< force th^m to fly for their Security ? They would be never the better for it, and we 
*^ the wor(e. For fo foon as ever the Romans fhall be well informed of the-Ddign^ 
^< their Way will be to fall upon all promifeooufly, and fo deftroy the Innocent with the 
<< Guilty." Wherefore they cautioned the Jews not to involve themfelves with the 
Sicarii, but rather to provide for their own Safety, by delivering up thofe Cut-Throats to 
the Romans. 

This gave them fuch a Profpedb of the Hazard they were in, that they fell violently 
upon the Sicarii, and took fix hundred of them immediately. The red fled to Egypt». 
Thebes, and thereabouts; where they were retaken loon after, and brought back again, 
behaving themfelves to Admiration, for the infuperable Hardinefs of their Refolution. 
What a Variety of exquifite Torments did they endure, rather than acknowledge Csefar 
for their Mailer -, and not one Soul that would fo nuich as deliberate upon the doing 
of it. But they (loud all as firm, as if their Souls had not been concerned in what 
their Bodies endured. And the tranfcendent Miracle of all is yet behind ; which is, 
that the Boys and Children (lood the fame Strefs with the reft; and when they had 
fuffered all that Malice or Invention could infli£fc upon them> not fo much as one Soul 
of them would own Cicfar to fave his Life; fo much was their Contempt of Torments 
above the Senfe of them. ' 



CHAP. XXX. 

Onias moves Ptolemy to give the Jews teffve to httild a Temple , and to f«- 
joy the Exercife of their Worfkif* •Ptoliemy gives leave accordingly y 

and 
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and affigns them a Spot of Ground for it. This Temple was ereSted^ and 
ajtertuards Jhut up. 

TT UPUS being at that Time Governor of Alexandria, gave Caefar early Advice of 
I J this Commotion, who was fo well acquainted with the turbulent Humour of the 
Jews, that he thought he could not be too cautious of their Meetings and Cabals, for 
fear of making Factions and Parties ; and therefore ordered Lupus to demolifli the 
Jews Temple in the City of Onion in Egypt ^ of which Temple I (hall fay fomcthing, 
both as to the Name and the Founder. 

Onias the Son of Simon, one of the High-Priefts, being driven out of Jerufalem, 
in the Time of the War betwixt Antiochas the King of Syria, and the Jews; with- 
drew to Alexandria, where he was very kindly received by Ptolemy the King of Egypt; 
partly, as an Bnemy to Antiochuf:, and partly upon a Condition agreed upon betwixt 
them ; which was this. Onias undertook to bring the Jews over into Ptolemy's Intercft, if 
he would but grant him one Requeft. The King promifed that he would, if it lay in 
his Power; and fo the other begged his Leave only for the Jews to ere£): a Temple 
fomewhere or other in Egypt, where they might meet and worfliip God according to 
the Laws and Religion of their Country. By this means, fays he, Antiochus will be- 
come ftill more and more odious to the Jews, and the Jews better affeftcd to your Ser- 
vice ; befide the vaft Multitudes that will put themfelves under your Protedioa for the 
free Exercife of their Worfliip. 

Ptolemy was well enough pleafed with the Propofal, and fo affigned th» Jews a Spot 
of Ground for their Purpofe, a matter of ninefcore Furlongs from Memphis, in 
the Tradt of Heliopolis : Onias built a Caftle there, and after that a Temple, though 
not comparable, 'tis true, to that at Jerufalem ; but it had Juft fuch another Tower, 
made of vaft Stones, and fixty Cubits in Height. There was an Altar alfo, after the 
Model of Jerufalem, and fet out with Donatives and Prefents, much like the other, 
faving only that there was no Candleftick, but a Golden Lamp as bright as the. San 
inftcad of it, which hung iipon a Gold Chain before the Altar. This Temple was 
encompaflcd with a Brick-wall, the Gates of Stone, and it was likewife endowed 
with a confiderable Revenue, both in Land and Monies, that there might be nothing 
wanting to the Solemnity and Celebration of the Service. Now Onias did not do aU 
this, as we fay, for God's Sake, and out of the pure Simplicity of his Heart, hut out 
of a Spleen he bare to the Jerufalem Jews that forced him away : And he propounded to 
himfelf by the eredting of this Temple, to draw the Jews back to him again that had 
forfaken him 5 efpecially reflcfting upon an old Prophecy of nine hundred and feventy 
Years ftanding, which feems to look that Way; befide another Prediftion of the Pro- 
phet Ilaiah, of a Temple in Time to come to be erefted in Egypt, by a Jew. 

This Temple was built accordingly, and Lupus, in Purfuance of the Emperor's Orders, 
v^ent dircdly thither, took away with him feveral Prefents and Oblations that he found 
there, and fo fliut it up. But Paulinus, who fucceeded to the Government after the 
Death of Lupus, not only ftrippcd the Temple of what he found there, without leav- 
ing fo much as one Piece behind him, but threatened the Priefts bloodily too in Cafe of any 

Coaceal- 
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Concealment J nor would he receive any Man whatfocver into the Temple upon the 
Account of Religion, but (hut the Doors againft them, without leaving fo much as 
thcleaft Appearance of divine Worfliip there. It was now three hundred thirty and 
three Years from the building of this Temple to the (hutting of it up. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

Jonathan, an Enthufiaft Weaver, draws a Tarty after htm. They are ta^ 
ken J and brought Trifoners to Catullus / only Jonathan Jhifts out of the 
Way: But being afterwards taken ^ he comes to a better Uuderfianding 
with Catullus. His Mafter-piece was Subornation and Corruption. 30CO 
Jews put to death at a Time. Jonathan fets up for afalfe PTitnefs. 
Jofeph, the Author of this Hiftoryy is made Trtfoner. Vefpafian pro- 
nounces Jofeph innocent J and Jentences Jonathan to be whipped and burnt 
alive. Catullus ends his Days in Torments of Body and Mind not to 
be exprejfed. 

THE audacious Infolence of the Sicarii fpread like a Contagion every were about 
Cyrene. As for Example: There was one Jonathan, a Weaver, that made 
his Efcape thither. He was a kind of an Enthufiaft, and a wicked Man, that drew 
a World of fimple People after him into Woods and Defarts, under a Pretext of fhew- 
ing them Prodigies and Vifions : And the Impofture paflTed for curtent with the 
common Sort. But the Story coming to the Ears of fome eminent Jews at Cyrene, 
ihey prefently traced it out, and gave timely Notice of it to Catullus, the Governor 
of the Pentapolitan Libya, how the Bufinefs ftood, and which Way they marched. 
The Governor way-laid them with Horfe and Foot, and Eafily mafterec* them, for 
they were but fo many unarmed Men: A great Part of them were killed, and the 
reft taken alive, and carried Prifoners to Catullus. 

Jonathan, the Ringleader of this wretched Multitude, made his Efcape; but after 
a long and ftrid: Search, he was at laft found out and taken, and fo carried to Ca^ 
tuUus; where he found out a Way to divert the Storm from himfelf, and to fixr-< 
nirti the Governor with an acceptable Occafion of turning it another Way : Which wa», 
by bringing the wealthieft Jews of the Place into the Plot, as the Heads and Promo- 
ters of the Confpiracy. Thefe Accufations, how falfe foever, were welcome to Ca^ 
tuUus , who fell prefently to difcant and amplify upon Things with fuch Aggravations^ 
that a War againft the Jews was as good as declared already. And to make the Villany 
yet more execrable, he had not only the Faculty of believing againft Truth and Reafon; 
but inftrufted the very Sicarii themfelves in the Art of Calumny: Infomuch that he 
exprefly direftcd the falfe Witncflcs to accofe one Alexander, a Jew, by Name; to 
whom he had a long Time declared himfelf a profefted Enemy, and his Wife Berenice 
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*ras alfo enfnnrcd" upon the fame Evidence, Thcfc were the firft that fufFbred; and, 
i^cer them, a Train of three thoufand more were put to death at oncre^ wllo/c otftjr Crime 
was, that they were Men of Wealth and Credit. And this, he thought, he might 
fafely do, though he took thc|r -Money to bimfelf, &> long as their Bftates^were con- 
lifcatcd to. the Empire. 

And then for fear of being dete<3:ed by Jews of Credit elfewhcre, he carried the 
Impofture further yet and dealt with- Jonathan,- and ftwne other Prifoncrs, to make a 
Cul of the moft eminent Men they had, for Honour and Integrity in Rome and Alex- 
andria, and to exhibit new Matter againft them. Jofeph himfelf, the Author of this 
Hiftory, was" one of the Number. Now Catullus coming to Rome, and bringing 
Jonathan', And the reft of the Prifoners in Chains along with him, he made no doubt 
but thoii8|l|Qtiny was all over, and the Fadt given for granted, as he had reprefented 
and condl^ed it. But the Event of this Contrivance did not anfwer his Expecftation; 
for Vefpafian being a little fufpicious upon the main, refolved to lift it but; and find- 
ing lipon Exaniination the Iniquity of the Proceeding, he pronounced, at the Inftancc 
of Titus, Joftph and hi^ Companions innocent, and thereupon they were difcharged : 
But, at the fame Time, he fentenccd Jonathan to be whipped, and burnt alive; which 
was accordingly executed. 

As for Catullus, fuch was the Lenity of the two Princes, that they proceeded no fur- 
ther againft him at prcfent. But in a (hort Time after this, he was feifed with an incu- 
rable Complication of Difeafes; horrid Gripes, and Pains all over his Body; and the 
Anguifti of his Mind yet more infuppor table; Torments of Confcience; ghaftly Apftzri- 
tions and Outcries, upon his being haunted with the Ghofts of thofe he had murdered; 
ftarting out of his Bed, and roaring out, as if he were upon the Torture, or in the 
Flames. His Affliction, in fine, increafed upon him, till his Guts putrified, rottod, and 
came out: this was his End, being effcdtually no other than a divine Vengeflnoe upon a 
wicked Man. 

We are now come to the End of our Hiftory; wherein we have proceeded with all 
Faith and Candour, according to our Promife, for the Satisfaction of thofe that defire to 
be truly informed in the Particulars of the Wars betwixt the Romans and the Jews. 
How I have acquitted myfelf in the Manner ot writing this Relation, let the Reader 
ii^dge; But as to th« Sincerity of it, upon the whole, I do here declare to the World, 
«^t I have' kept myfelf ftridtly to the Truth of Things from one End of the Book to 
the- other. 
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EV E:R. A L Nations value the Honour and Dignity of Birth and Ex- 
trad):ion upon feveral Accounts; but, with us, nothing more illuftrates 
Family than a lineal Succcflion of holy Men in the facerdotal Digni- 
And, in that Refpedt, I may- aflume to myfelf the Advantage of 
kf'^^'^^:^QS f^mewhat better Blood in my Veins than ordinary, as I derive my Ori- 
^^S^^?^ ginal through a long Train of religious Anccftors, and not only in a 
^iS# ^^ regular Defcent from Men in lacrcd Orders, but from Pricfts of the 
firft Rank of the four and twenty, which is yet a higher Advancement by fo many 
Degrees. I might write myfelf alfo by my Mother's Side, of the Stock of Kings, for 
the Kingdom and the Priefthood went a long Time together in the Afmonaean Family, 
from which fhe was defcended. But now to take the SucceiTion in Order; Simon, 
otherwife called Pfellus, was my great-great Grandfather, who lived when Hyrcanus 
the Son of Simon the High-Prieft, and the firft of the Name, had the Pontificate* 
This Pfellus had nine Sons ; Matthias for one, furnamed Aphlias, who, in the firft 
Year of King Hyrcanus, married the Daughter of Jonathan the High-Prieft, and had 
by her Matthias, furnamed Curtus; who, in the ninth Year of the Reign of Alexan- 
der,^ had a Son Jofeph, from whom came Matthias, in the tenth of Arcbelausi and 
from him, in the firft Year of Caius Gxfar, came I myfelf; who have likewife three 
Sons; Hyrcanus, theeldeft, was born^ in the fourth Year of Vefpafian; Juftus, thefe- 
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cond, in the feventh; and Agrippa, the youngeft, in the ninth. This is a ihort and a 
true Account of my Extra<ition as it (lands upon Record, beyond all Contradidtion. and 
in Defiance of Envy and Detraftion. 

My Father Matthias was greatly efteemed in Jerufalcm, from the Higheft to the 
loweft, not only for the Honour of his Defcent, but much more ftill for his Probity 
and Juftice. I had a Brother of my Father's Name, and we two were trained up at 
School together from Children. Now having a tolerable Senfe of Things, and an 
excellent Memory, I made Co excellent a Progrefs in my Studies, that, at fourteen 
Years of Age, the High-Prieft and Elders would do me the Honour, now and then, 
toadvife with me, even in fome intricate Cafes of Law. At my Entrance into fix- 
teen, I began to inform myftlf in the Doftrines and Opinions of the three Sefts I 
have fpokcn of elfe where; the Pharifees, the Saducees, and the ElFenes; propounding 
to myfelf to take a^ Tafte of them all, and ftick to what I liked bcft. Sa I pafled 
through all three, one after another, with much Labour and Mortification. And I 
did not reft there neither; but hearing of one Banus, that led the Life of a Hermit, 
in Caves and Solitiidfis, I made a Trial of his Way alfo. He wore no Covering but 
of the Bark of Trees : His Food wa5 only what the Earth and Woods brought forth 
of their own Accord : and bathing himfelf Night and Day in cold Water to aliay the 
Heat of unruly Appetites. When I had kept him company in thefe Aufljcritics for a 
matter of three Years, and fatisfied my Curiofity in the Experiment, I returned to 
the City, and being now nineteen Years of Age, applied myfelf to the Bufinefs of a 
civil Life, in the Way of the Pharifees, which is much after the Humour of the Sto- 
ics among the Greeks. 

There fell out a very particular Occafion, in the fix and twentieth Year of my Age, 
that carried me to Rotne; and this was it. Felix being at that Time Governor of Ju- 
daea, had fent feveral Priefts, many of them worthy Men, and my particulars Friends, 
Prifoners thither, upon a very frivilous Pretence, to clear themfeives of what (hould be 
objefted againft them before Cagfar. They behaved themfeives with io generous a Con- 
ftancy, chufing rather to fufFer any thing than to depart from their Duty, 4hai npon 
this Confideration I refolvcd to run any Riik in the World to relieve them ; So I erobar- 
Jked for Rome, and falling into a defperate Storm with about of 600 Perfons in Com- 
pany, we were caft away, and the VeflTcl loft in the Adriatic Gulph; only eighty Per- 
fons of the whole Number, by a wonderful Providence, preferved, being takeji up early 
the next Morning by a Ship of Cyrene, when we had kept ourfdves above Water a 
whole Night by Swimming. After this Deliverance, I came acquainted at Dicasarchi:!, 
(or Puteoli, as the Italians choofe rather to call it) with one Alityros, a mimical Co- 
median, and a Jew born; for whoih Nero had a great Kindnefs. This Alityrus brought 
me to the Knowledge of the Emprefs Poppaea, who immediately, upon my Requeil, 
got the Priefts fet at liberty: and fo I went back again into my Country^ not witbont 
confiderablc Prefents over and above. Upon my Return, I found Mifchief a brewing, 
and the People dangeroufly dilpofed to a Revolt; whereupon I did what I could to bring 
the Mutineers to better Reafon. I bade them confider well what they were about,, and 
the Circumftanccis of the Enemy they had to do withal ; a martial, a politic, a wdl- 
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difciplincd and fortunate People, and fo much an Over- match for them to all Purpofes» 
that they muft be worfe than Madmen to venture, Life, Limb, Liberty, and Eftatc ^ 
Wives, Children, and all that could be dear to them, upon fo unequal Terms. At this 
Rate I plied them with Arguments, Counfels and Importunities, to divert them from 
an Outrage that was likely to be attended with fo many mortal Confequences. But this 
was only fo many Words caft away ; which, in truth, did more hurt than good ; and 
indead of compoling them one Way, hazarded the enraging of them another. For my 
preiUng the fame Thing over and over again, fo often to them, looked all this while like 
a iidiiig with the Enemy, which, upon the leaft Freak of Jealoufy (that I had Reafoa 
enough to apprehend) would in all Probability have cod me my Life. The FaAion be- 
ing already pofTcfTed of the Fort Antonio, I had nothing to do but to take Sanctuary ia 
the Inner-Temple. From thence, upon the Fall of Manahem, and the Ringleaders of 
the Confpiracy, I betook myfelf to the High-Prieft, and the eminent Men of the Pha- 
rifees: Whom I found diretStly at their Wits End what Couife to fleer j for the People 
were alt in Arms, and what to do with thcmfelves they knew not. When we faw that 
thwarting and diiTuadmg would do no good, we went a middle-way to work, betwixt 
cloiiiig with them and diffcnting ; pretending, upon the main, to be of thijr Opinion; 
but yet under fuch Cautions, tnat we advifed them not to be too hady ; but let the 
Enemy draw off a little ; for Geflius had a confiderable Force, and would be with us 
time enough to put an End to that Tumult. GefHus came back indeed, to his Coft,. 
for he was totally defeated; mod of his Troops cut to Pieces : And this Blow, in fine, 
proved the utter Ruin of our Nation. For the F^dion had the Vanity, after this Defeat, 
to flatter themielves, that they fhould with as much Eafe run down the who]*:: Power 
of Rome. But there happened at this Time a terrible Outrage, which was as follows : 

The Syrians and Jews living promiiboudy together in feveral great lowns bordering 
upon judxa, the Syrian Inhabitants took their Opportunity, and cut the Throats of all 
the Jews, Man, Woman, and Child, that lived with them in thofe neighbouring Cities; 
and all this, without any fort of Provocation or Offence; For there was nothing of a 
Confpiracy, or fo much as a Difaftedion to the Romans, charged upon them. But above 
all the reft, the Barbarity of the Scythopolitaos was the mofl inhuman and impious. 
For they not only forced the Jews of the Place, that were their Fellow Citizens, to bear 
Arms againft thofe of their own Tribe that came before it, (a Thing exprcfly forbidden 
by our Laws) but when they had worfled the Enemy by their Ailiftance, without any 
Regard to Gratitude, Juftice, or conwnon Faith, they put them all to the Sword^ with- 
out Mercy or Diftin£tiun, to the Number of Icverai tboufands. The Jews, of Damafcu& 
were treated much at the fame Ratdoo; but in our Hliory of the Wars of the Jews, 
we have difcourfed this Matter much more, at large.^ Neither would it be worth the 
while to mention it over again, if it were not to give the Reader to underftand, that 
we did not undertake this War upon Choice, but we were drivea upon it by the Force 
of an extreme NecefHty. 

After this overthrow of GcfBus the leading Men of the Jews, finding themfclvcs 
weak and unarmed, and in danger of a powerful and turbulent Fa£Uon, they thought it 
high time novir to look about them, and provide for their own Security. So that 
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confidering how Galilee was divided, and Part of it for the Romans, Part agaioft them, 
they were pleafed to make choice of myfelf for one, and two other Pfiefls, Joazar and 
Judas, (very good honeft Men) to fend as Commiffioners thither, to try if wc oouM 
prevail with the fcditious People there to lay down their Arms^ not fo as to part with 
them quite; but only to depofit them for the prefent in the Hands of their Go« 
'vernors, till they (hould have occaiion to ufe them ^ but not to do any A£t df Violence 
till they fliould be better informed what the Romans intended to do. 

With thefe Inflrudtions, I went my way into Galilee, where I found the Galileans, 
'and the Sepphorites at hard Words, and ready to come to Blows upon riiis Point. 
The Galileans prefTed upon the Sepphorites to make anJnroad into their Coan try; and 
the Ground of the Quarrel was, their (landing up for the Romans, aind their Adhe- 
rence' to Senius Gallus, then Governor of Syria. The Sepphorites, on the other Hand, 
oppofed them, in Defence both of their Country, and of their League and Duty : Bat 
r found a Way to fet the Sepphorites Hearts at reft, and to quiet the Galileans, by.get* 
ting them a Licence to fend as often as they pleafed to Dora, a City of Phcsnicia, to 
the Hoftages there that they had given to Gcllius. 

As for tsc People of Tiberias, I found them all in Arms, and this was the Quarrel. 
There were three Parties in the City: The one confifted of Men of Honour and In- 
tegrity; and Julius Capella was the Head of them 5 who was joined by Herod, the Son 
of Miarus, Herod the Son of Gamalus, and Compfus the Son of Compfus : But asfor^ 
his Brother Crifpus, that Agrippa the Great had made the Governor of the Town long" 
fince, he lived at this Time upon his own Eftate beyond Jordan. Thefe were all for the 
King, and the People of Rome : Piftu?; being the only Man of -the Nobility that went the 
other Way, in a Compliance with the popular Humour of hia Son Juftus. The fecoad 
Padtion was a kind of a Rabble of mean People : And the Head of the third was Juftus, 
the Son of Piftus ; who, though he would not give his Opinion point blank for a War, 
did moft undoubtedly wifli for one in his Heart, upon the Profpcft of advancing his own 
Fortune by the Confufion. In order to this End he prepared the People for his Purpofe,^ 
by a Difcourfe upon the Matter then ia queftion, giving them to underftaod, 
«• That their City was always reckoned to belong to Galilee; and in the Days of Herod 
'* the Tetrarch, who was the Founder of it, reputed the Capital of the Province ; and 
** by him kept in Subjection. *This Right of Precedency was never fo much as queftioned 
** from the Time of Agrippa the Father 'till the Government of Felix ; when Nero gave 
** it away to the younger Agrippa. The People of Sepphoris, in fine, never claimed 
«* any Privilege above their Neighbours, 'till the fubje^ting of themfelves to the Roman 
" Yoke, and the removing of the Records and Treafury, upon that Revolution." Juftus 
went on at this rate, tampering and inflaming the People againft the King, 'till be found 
them at hft in tune for Mifchief, and then he told them in plain Terms, That fince the 
Sepphorites were fo obftinately devoted to the Intereft of the Romans, that there was no 
taking them off, they had no other Way in the World to vindicate their Rights and Li- 
berties, once for all, but immediately to take up Arms, and join with the reft of their 
Companions to oppofe the Sepphorites, wherein they needed not doubt to be well fe- 
condcd againft fo hateful a fort of People. With this popular and plaulible Way of pa- 
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radoxing foberer Mtn than himfelf out of their Senfes, he did his Bufinefs, Befidcs that» 
be wasfo far Mafterof the Greek Tongue, as to. write the Hiftory of thofc Times; pal- 
liating and difguiling the Truth of Tilings, as he found it moil for his Purpofc. But ■ 
(h/Al now give a more particular Account of the Malice and Wickednefs of this Man ; 
and how near he and hia Brother went to the total and irxecovcrable Deftrudtion of tbeir 
Country, in the following Difcourfe. When Julhis had gained over fomc of the Citizens 
by Perfualion» and others by Force» to take up Arms, he marched out with them in a 
Body, and fet fire to the Habitations of the Ilippenians and Gadarenes^ about Tiberias and 
Scythopolis. 

To pafs over now from the State of Tiberias, to that of Gifchala; John» the Son of 
Levi, finding feveral of his Fellow-citizens (b violently impatient of the Roman Yoke» 
did all that in him lay to keep them witlun the Compafs of good Faith and Duty : Bat 
kifi Endeavours were to no manner of Purpofc ; for the People bordering thereabouts^ 
as the Gaiarenes, tne G.ibaragansans, and the Tyrians, joining their Forces together, 
attacked the Town, and took u by Foice; burnt and deilroyed all before them, and ib 
went their Way back aj^^ain. ;oo:i was lb exafperated with this Outnige, that he drew 
his Troops togethi-r, m.:rc»icd a^iiPlt the Rebels, fought, a id defeated them; and after 
thsLtp rebuilt the Place; and, for bciur Security, tnconipaffcd it with a ftrcng Wall. 

But the People of Gama! : llood firm all this while to the Romans, as will be leen in 
what follows. Philip, the Son of Jocimus, King Agrippa's Lieutenant, having made a 
wonderful Efcape out of Jeruf«lcm, while the Enemy was before the Palace, fell iaioi 
tfliother Hazard of being dcAroyed by Manahem, and his cot-throat Companions;, but 
was yet preierved by fome of his Babylonian Relations^ which were then at Jerufalem;. 
and upon the fifth Day after his coming off, he put.himfelLinto a Dliguife by a Cap of 
falfe flair, and fo (hifted away till he came to a certain Tillage of his own> near the 
Caftle of Gamala, where he fent for a confiderable Number of his Subjeds to come to- 
him. In this Place he was feized with a fudden Fever, which^ by a wonderful Provi^ 
dence, proved the Occafion of faving his Life. For upon falling into this Diftemper, he 
wrote to Agrippa and Berenice by a certain Freeman of Trufl and Credit; with Order to* 
^deliver his Letters to Varus, to whom the King and the Queen had at that Time com- 
mitted the Care of- the Palace; they themfelves being upon a Journey at that Time to 
Berytus, to meet Gcflius. When Varus came to underftand, upon the Receipt of the 
£sL\d Letters, that Philip had made his Efcape» he took it exceedingly to heart to find 
that he was at Liberty, for fear the King and Queen (hould difcharge him of their 
Service upon the other's Return: So that Varus expufed the Meiicnger to the People as 
an Imp<^>ftcr, and one that had brought him a (ham Stqry : For Philip, he faid^ to his 
Knowledge^ was at that Time at Jerufalem with thtfjews^ making war againft tht 
Romans; and upon this Calumny he caufed him to:he;|>ut to Deaths When Philip 
hai* waited a good while, and no News, either of the Freeuian* or of the Letters; he 
difpatchcd away a fecond Meffcnger with another Packet,, to: inquire what was become 
of the former; and the fame Pretence did his Buiinefs too as well as the other's. Now 
the Syrians of Caefarea had put a Conceit into VarusVHcad, liiat the Romans would 
certainly revenge themfelves upoa Agrippa iot this RcbcUion of the Jews^ and that 
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upon his Death, the Cro\^'n would naturally come to him, as a Branch of the royal 
Line from Sohemus the Tctrarch of Libanus. Varus was fo puffed up with this Per- 
fuafion, that he intercepted the King's Letters; way-laid all the Paffes, that no body 
fliould get at him with Intelligence, and did all that was to be done, in fine, to keep 
him a Sranger to the whole Matter. He put great Numbers of the Jews to death, to 
make an Intereft with the Syrians of Caefarea; and fo likcwifc for the Jews in Ecba- 
tane, which they call Babylonians, he propofed the engaging of the Trachonites of 
Batanaea with him in a War againft them too. In order to the Profecution of this 
Defign, he fent for twelve of the principal Jews in Caefarea; and difpatched them 
away in his Name with this Mcffage to their Friends at Ecbatane; that Varus had been 
told of a Confpiracy a-foot amongft them againft their King, which he was not willing 
to believe, but however required them to lay down their Arms, as the moft demon ftra* 
tive Proof they could give him of their Innocence, and that the Report was falfe; 
adding to this, that they (hould fend him feventy of the moft eminent Men of their 
Party, that might be ready to anfwer all Objeiflions on the Behalf of the reft. The 
twelve Deputies went accordingly, and acquitted themfelves of their Commiffion; but 
upon a ftridt Inquiry at Ecbatane among the People of their own Tribe, not finding 
the leaft Colour for any fuch Rumour, they took, according to their Inftrudions, 
feventy of the beft Men of the Place along with them, and fo went their Way all ia 
a Company together towards Caefarea: Varus, in the mean Time, having planted him- 
felf in the Palfage with a Guard of the King's Troops about him ; who fell upon them 
on the Way, and cut off every Soul of them to one fingle Man; after which, he ad- 
vanced upon his Defign againft the Jews at Ecbatane. But by a ftrange Providence, 
the Pcrfon that efcaped th^Maffacrc, got there before him, with the News of this a* 
bominable Treachery; whdfeupon the Inhabitants immediately put themfelves in Arms, 
and with their Wives and Children withdrew into the Caftle of Gamala, leaving their 
Goods and Cattle behind them, to a mighty Value. So foon as ever Philip heard of 
this Adventure, he went thither to them ; where he was welcomed with the univerfal 
Acclamations of the People, and with the Tender of their Lives and Fortunes at his 
Service, in a War againft Varus, and his Csefarean Abettors, if he would but do them"^ 
the Honour to command them : For it was now bruited about, that the King was llain. 
But Philip did all he could to compofe them, by putting them in mind of the generous 
Obligations the King had laid upon them ; the formidable Power of the Romans, with 
the defperate Hazards of a Rebc^llion : Infomuch that they were brought in the Con- 
clufion to better Reafon. When the King came to underftand what had paffed, and 
that Varus had taken up a Rcfolution of putting to death all the Jews in Caefarea, with 
their Wives and Children, to the Number of a great many thoufands, he removed Va- 
rus from his Government, and made Equus Modius bis Succeffor; as we have faid 
elfewher^: Philip keeping Gamala, and the Country bordering upon it firm to the 
Romans. 

Upon my comin^j to Galilee, being given to underftand by certain Intelligence, the 
Condition of this Affair, I wrote to the Council at Jerufalem, to receive the Honour 
of their Commands ; and the Anfwer they fent me was an Order to ilay in Galilee, and 
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to provide the beft I could for the Security and Defence of the Place, and to keep 
my Collegues ftill about me, if they thought fit. Now having by this Time gathered 
up a confiderable Sum of Money, that was in Arrear for the Priefts Tenths, they were 
bethinking themfelves of going home again ; but, upon my Requeft, to (lay a little 
longer with me, 'till Things might be put into feme fort of Order, they agreed with- 
out any Difficulty. So we went all together from Sepphoris to Bethmaus, a Place 
within fome four Furlongs from Tiberias; from whence I fent a MefTenger to fum- 
mon the Senate of Tiberias, and fome of the Principals of the People to come over to 
me. Upon their Arrival, and Juflus among the reft, I told them that I was ordered 
by the Council of Jerufalem, together with my Companions, to confer with them 
about the demoliOiing of the Palace which Herod the Tetrarch had ere£ted there, and 
adorned with feveral curious Images and Figures of living Creatures, being a Thing 
abfolutely forbidden by our Laws 3 earneftly defiring that it might be done out of hand. 
Capella, and the People of his Faction, oppofcd it a long Time; but at laft, aftef a 
hard Conteft, we carried the Point : Now while this Controverfy was a- foot, Jefus, 
the Son of Sapphia, at the Head of a fcandalous Crew of Tarpaulins, and other beg- 
garly Fellows, with the help of a Band of feditious Galileans, fct fire to the Palace- 
Royal, in expedtation of a confiderable Booty ; for every Thing they faw, was rich and 
gilded : And, in EfFcA, they fpoiled and carried away a great many good Things, in 
^efpite of all that could be done to hinder it. So foon as this Conference with Ca- 
pella, and the Governors of Tiberias was over, we betook ourfelves from Bethmaus 
into the Upper Galilee; at which Time the Fadtion of Jefus put all the Greeks in Ti- 
berias to the Sword, and all others likewife that bad been Enemies to them before the 
War. Upon the News of this Outrage, I went in a great Paflion to Tiberias, to try 
what I could fave or preferve, of the King's Goods upon this Pillage ; as there were 
feveral rich Candlefticks of Corinthian Work ; precious Tables ; a great deal of Silver 
in the Mafs : And, in fine, refolving all this while to depolit what Goods foever I 
feized, for the King's Ufc : So that fending for ten of the chief Senators, and Capella 
the Son of Antyllus, I delivered all the rich VefTcls, and other Things of Vahie, into 
their Cuftody, with a Charge exprefs not to part with them to any Body but myfelf. 
I went from thence with my Companions to Gifchala, to inform myfelf what John 
intended to do ; whom I found manifeftly engaged in the making of a Party, and fet- 
ting up for himfclf. The Emperor had feveral Magazines of Corn up and down in 
the Upper Galilee, and John would fain have had the exporting and vending of it, 
with an Intent, he faid, to employ the Profit upon the building of Walls and Fortifi- 
cations. I found what he would be at, and told him plainly, that it was a Thing I 
could not give way to. For being obliged, by virtue of my Commiflion from Jerufa^ 
lem, to take Care of all Things within that Jurifdi£tion, I could not difpofe of thofe 
Stores any other Way, than either to the Service of the fcmpcror, or the good of the 
Province. When he found I was not to be wrought upon, he applied hinifelf to my 
Collegues, who, betv/ixt want of Forcfight, and the love of Money, were brought 
over by Bribes and fair Words to comply with his Demands; and being two to one, 
they muft: needs carry it. John had no looner gained this Pointy but be hethought 
Numb. 24. C c c " himfcif 
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himfelf of another Invention. The Inhabitants of Caefarea Philippiwere complaining 
to him, he faid, for want of pure Virgin Oil, and defired bioi to Yuppljr them; the 
Greek Oil being forbidden them, and the King's Prohibition barring them from going 
out of Town to fetch it. Now this was not fo much Religion in him, as Intcreft; 
for he knew that this Oil bore forty Times the Price at Gifchala that it did at Caefarea; 
fo that be fent away all the Oil from one Place to the other, under a Colour of my Li^ 
cence. Now tht Truth of it is, I did fo far licenfe the tranfporting of it, that I dorft 
not pretend to hinder it, for fear the People (hould Stone me; and fo far only I yickkd 
to it. This, in fhort, was a Device that John made a great Advantage of. 

From this Place I fent my Collegues back again to Jerufatem; and after that, made 
it my whole Buiinefs to arm, fortify, and in (hort, to provide the beft I could for the 
Defence of my Province. The Ffee-Bootcrs I found were not to be reduced by Force; 
and fo I put the People upon trying what might be done by Compofition; whereupoa 
i^e entered into a Treaty with fcveral leading Men among them to takeifaem into Pay; 
being all convinced, that the charge of the Pcn(ion would not be comparable to the 
Spoil they would make by Rapine and Pillage, We came, in fine, to an Agreement; 
and I took their Oaths for Performance of Articles, and fo dirmifTcd them. The Con- 
ditions were thefe: That they fliould not offer any Violence; cither to Romans or Na- 
tives, nor ever fct foot into our Country, but when they were called; or elfe behind 
hand in their Pay. But above all dthcr Things, it was my Care, in the firft Place, to 
keep Galilee quiet; and in order to that End, I made Choice of feventy of their beft 
Men to go along with me, whom I made ufe of, both as Companions, Counfellors,^ 
and Afliftants: Nay, and I governed myfelf in a great Meafure too^ by their Advice, 
faving an inviolable Refpcdl all the while to Integrity and Juftice: So. that under the 
Appearance of Friends, th*y ferVed me like wife in^ the Quality of Hoftages. ^ 

I was now in the thirtieth Year of my Life; an Age wherein all the Virtue and Pre- 
caution in Nature is not able to fccurc a Man from the Lafti of Envy and Detraction ; 
cfpecially in a Poft of Honour and Power, But I can fay this for myfelf however, 
that I vi'as never charged with any Mifdemeanor, either in matter of Women, or Cor- 
ruption. I wanted nothing, and I coveted nothing: Nay, I was fo far from taking any 
thing that did not belong to me, that I rcfnfed my very Tenths, though properly due 
to me as a Pricft, even when they were offered me. As lor the Spoils upon the De- 
feat I gave the Syrians, it is very true that I fent Part of that j^ooty to my Kindred at 
Jerufalem ; and fo after two Overthrows given to the Scpphorites; four to the People 
of Tiberias; the Gadarencs, once at my Mercy, 2nd John himlVlf, after feveral treache- 
rous Prafticcs, made my Prifoner, I paffed it all over without taking any Revenge, 
either of the one or the other: and God that faw the Innocence of mv Heart in fhis 
whole Matter, was ^fo gracious as to deliver me from the Snares of my perfidious Ene- 
mies; and not upon that Occafion only, but divers Times afterwards, as will be leen 
in its proper Place. 

The People of Galilee had all of them fuch a RcfpecSt and Tendernefs for me, that 
though they faw their Towns deftroyed, and their Wives and Children hurried away 
into Captivity before their Faces, they had much a greater Concern yet for my Hazards 

and 
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and Sufferings than their own. John was ready to burft all this while with Envy at 
the Thought of my being fo popular s and under the Pretext of a prcfcnt Indifpofitioot 
he wrote to me for Leave to go to the hot Baths of Tiberias for his Health ; which 
I not only granted him at iirfl; Word, without fo much as dreaming of any Trick in 
the Bottom of it, but gave him recommendatory Letters alfo to provide for the Enter* 
tainment of himfclf and his Train, with Meat, Drink, Lodging, and all other Con- 
veniencies, and to take Care that they wanted nothing. I was at this Time in a ViU 
lage of Galilee, called Jana^ John was no fooner come to Tiberias, but he fell prefently 
to work upon debauching the Inhabitants into a Sedition, and inveigling them over into 
bis Party. There were a great many among them forward and fadious enough, to 
hearken to any Thing that might lead to a Change i and glad at Heart too, of fuch an 
Occafion : As among others, Juftus, and his Father Piftus, who immediately clofed 
with the Propoiition, and joined Interells with John againfl: me. But by God's Pro- 
videncc the Plot was feafonably difappointed ; for Silas, my Deputy Governor of Tibe<» 
rias, fent me the whole Story of it from Point to Point, how the Cafe flood at that 
Time, and what they intended : Advifing me by all Means to haften thither all I could, 
and prevent the Mifchief before it was too late 5 for the Government would be quickly 
in other Hands elfe. Upon reading this Intelligence^ I polled away for Tiberias with 
200 Men; fent a Meffenger before,, to let my Friends know I was a coming, and fo 

^travelled the whole Night. The People, early in the Morning, came out of the Town 
fo meet me upon the Way, and John himfelf among the reft; but fo out of Counte- 

' nance and confounded, that he betrayed his Guilt in his Face. Being now confcious 
to himfelf that his Neck wasat-fii^ke if he. was difcovered, he made a haily Reverence, 
and that Inilant withdrevi^rto liisjtiodging. In the mean Time» away went I to the 
public Place of £xercifes,i:0^«Q^K^ my own Train all but one Man, and ten 

Soldiers that I kept about taMu^mfter this, I mounted a high Standing that I took up 
there, from whence I made^rDifcourfe to the Tiberians, upon the Subjedl of good 
Faith and Allegiance; the Honour of a generous Condancy ; and the dangerous Con- 
fequences, as well as the actual Bafenefs, of betraying a Trui^ ; for one Treachery, I 
told them, would mod certainly be avenged upon the Head of the Traitor by another, 
and that after one Ad: of Perfidy, their Credit would be loft for ever. The Words 
were hardly out of my Mouth, but I heard fome Body call fiercely and earneftly to me 
immediately to ** come down, and provide for my own Security, for my Enemies were 
«* juft upon me ; and that this was no Time for Speeches." Now the Truth of it was, 
that having me at an Advantage in a Place where I was little better than alone, John 
drew a feledl Number of Men out of the Thoufand that he commanded, with Or- 
ders to fall upon me there by Surprife : And they were already advanced within a very 
little of executing their Defign ; which they had certainly done, if I had not leaped 
down that very Moment by the Help of one of my own Guards, whofe Name was 
Jacob, and one Herod of Tiberias, who led me off to the Lake ; where, by great Pro- 
vidence, I found a Vellel ready, that carried me off to Tarichesc, beyond all Expec- 
tation, and out of the Reach and Power of my Enemies. The People of the Place 
were fo enraged at the Tiberians, upon this Story of their barbarous Treachery, that 
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they betook themfelves to their Arms, and begged of me, in a.Bodj, only to march at 
the Head of them againft thofe perfidious Wretches, that they might da me Right up- 
on them for fo horrid a Villany. The Report of this Outrage was quickly fpread all 
over Galileei with an Invitation to come in and join with them againft Tiberias^ and 
to remit themfelves to the Direftion and Condudt of their Governor, to do whatever 
he (hould think fit. The Galileans gathered together prcfently in great Numbers; and 
with great Earneftnefs intreated me to afiault Tiberias, and upon the taking of it, 
utterly to demolish it ; and to expofe the Inhabitants with their whole Families to fale 
for blaves at a public Outcry. And this was not the Scnfe of the Galileans alone, but 
my very Friends that came to me out of Tiberias, were of the fame Opinion too. But 
I was fo tender of making myfelf the Author and Beginner of a Civil War, that I 
could not bring myfelf to refolve upon thofe Extremities : And, in Truth, I was very 
defirous to put a Stop to the Difpute before it came to Blows : Bcfide that, I prefled 
it as their own Intereft alfo, not to fall to cutting one another's Throats for a Spec^cle 
to the Romans, that were to (land looking on. By this Means I took off the Edge of 
the Galileans, in the Conclufion ; though not without much ado. When John found 
that all his juggling Praftices againft me ftill failed him, it was high Time now, be 
thought, to look to himfelf : So that taking along what Men he had about biiyi, ht 
quitted Tiberias and went to Gifchala, and from thence wrotcme a kind of an ejKchfa* 
tory, acknowledging Letter: Setting forth, that it was indeed a very ill Thing done, " 
but without any Privity of his, as he called God to Witnefs. He begged of me that 
I would believe him, with moft hideous Oaths and Imprecations in his Letter, to the * 
Truth of what he told me, to a Syllable. But this. did not fatisfy the Galileans at all; 
for they knew hint too well, for a perjured Wretch, to believe one Word he faid, ever 
the more for hfs fwearing it: So that they prefled m^ftjll,: (bejng a mighty Body of Men 
got together^ to lead them on to the Aflault, that they might dcftroy him, and Gifchala, 
the Place or his Nativity both at once. I gave them 4 tnoufand Thanks for the Ref- 
pe<ft and Good-will they had (hewed me; and aflured them of ail the bcft Offices I 
could do them in Requital : But at the fame time, I advifed them by all means to be 
temperate, and patient, and to give me leave to try a little if the Quarrel might not be 
made, up without filood, and to their liking too, before it came to farxher Miichief. 
The Galileans yielded, and they came foon after to Sepphoris. The Inhabitants, 'leing 
refolved to keep Faith with the Romans, were not without fome Apprehenfion upon 
my Advance, and fo contrived for their own Security, how they might give me a Di- 
verfion fome other Way. Jefus, the Head of the Outlaws, was at that Time upon the 
Borders of Ptolemais, with a Body of 800 Men under his Command ; and they could 
not do better, they thought, than prefently to difpatch a Meflcnger to him with the 
Promife of a confiderabic Sum of Money to make War upon us. The Temptation pre- 
vailed; and the Way he pitched upon was to take us at unawares, and unprovided ; and 
fo to do the Work by Surprife. Upon this, he fcnt Word to me by a Mtflenger, that 
he (hould be glad if I would give him Leave to make me a Vifit. I made no Difiicuhy 
of doing it; for I had no Jealoufy in the World of foul Pla» j fo that he took a Troop 
cf his Robbers, and haftened has Journey all he could. But the Dcfign milcarried: 
For npon his Approach within a little of the Town, I had Intelligence brought me by 
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at Dererier from bim that came over to met of the whole Contrivance. Up<>n this In* 
formation^ I went diredly into the Market-Place, as if I had known nothing of the 
Plot upon me ; and I was there attended with a numerous Train of Galileans in Arms, 
and feveral Tibcrians among them. I gave Order then for the Guard of the PaiTes, and 
to the Porters of the Gates, to let in only Jefus himfclf, with fome few of his Fol- 
lowers* and then fliut the Gates upon the reft: Or if they (hould attempt to break in 
by Violence, they {hould repel them with Blows too. They did as they were ordered^ 
and admitted Jefus with feme few of his Train^ and then (hut the Gates upon the reft. 
So foon as he was in, I bad him throw down his Arms, or expedl to dip, which he did^ 
finding himlelf furrounded with a Guard of Soldiers. Upon this, thofe of his Men that 
were (hut out, hearing how it was with their Leader, betook themfelves immediately to 
Flight. So calling Jefus apart, I told him fomewhat to this Purpofe t ** I have you now 
<' in my Hands, you fee ; I knew all your Contrivances, your Counfels and your Advifers; 
<< and yet after all theic Provocations, if )/ou pafs your Word now to be an honeft Man,^ 
'' and a good Subjedt, for the Time to cooiej all that you have hitherto done fliall be 
'< forgiven, and forgotten/' He promised he would, and fo I gave him his Liberty, 
and his Men again, leaving him as . I found him. And for the Scpphorites, I only 
charged them to be quiet and peaceable for (he Future, at their Peril. . 

There came to me, at the fame Time, two Noblemen, and Subjtds of the King of 
Trachonitis, with Horfcs, Money, and Arhis. The Jfewa were aofolutely a^ainft the 
receiving of them, unlefs they would be circumci&d; but I told them, tnat everj 
Man was to worship God according to the Rules of his own Confcience, not of another 
Man's ; and therefore I was utterly againitf the giving of them any Trouble upon that 
Account: Befide that, it woirld be an inhofpitable Rigour, to make People that came 
to them for Sandtuary in their Diftrefs, re;pent the good Opinion they, had of their Cha-^ 
rity. Upon difcourfing the Matter, the Multitude were all of the (ame Mind» and io' 
I gave them an Entertainment fuitable to the Circumftances and Occafion. 

King Agrippa, in the mean lime, ftint Equus Modius with a confiderable Force to^ 
take in the Caftle of Magdala. He was not in a Condition to lay fiege to it j but all 
that he could do was to poft Guards upon the Avenues, and fo to block up Gamala. 
iEbutius, the Decadarch, that had the Command of the great Plain* underftanding;' 
that I was to come to Simonias, a Village upon the Skirts of Galilee, and about 
fixty Furlongs off from the Place where he was ; drew cut a hundred Horfe that he 
had then about him^ near 200 Foot, and fome auxiliary Troops from Gaba, and mak- 
ing one Night's Journey of it, came up to. jhe Village 1 whereupon I faced him with. 
a Body of the bcft Men I had. lie was too ftrong for me |n Horfei and would faia 
have drawn me into the open Field ; but my Strength conQftiog principally in Foot, I 
found it would not be fafe to veniurc myielf upon that Odds of Groiind, and fo kept 
to my Station. iEbutius did v-^hat he could to force me from, my Poft ^ but feeing ib 
was not to be done with Horfe, he quitted his Dcfi^n, and marched off to Gaba, with, 
the Lofs only of three Men in the Adlion. I followed him immediately upon the Heel,, 
with a Body of 2000 Men -, and when I came to Befara, a Town upon the Border of 
Ptolemais, and lome twenty Furlcngs from Gaba, where iEbutius at that Time wasj, 
I took PuiTefllon of ail the PailcS about itj to fecure my Qu^arters^ and in the meaa 
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Time carried off the Wheat, and other Grain, to a prodigious Quantity, that had been 
taken from the neighbouring Villages belonging to Queen Berenice, which was there 
laid up in Store. This Provifion I caufed to be tranfported to Galilee upon a Multitude 
of Camels and Affcs that I brought thither on Purpofe, So foon as this Work, was 
over, I offered iEbutius Battle, but when we faw hedurft not venture upon an Engage- 
ment, I bent my Courfe toward Neapolitanus, who was then in Garrilon with a Body 
of Horfe at Scythopolis, and committing Ravage in the Country about Tiberias. By 
this means, I delivered Tiberias from any farther Vexation from this Enemy : And ray 
whole Care was, in the next Place, how to provide for the fettling of Gahlee. 

Now John the Son of Levi, being, as you have heard, at Gifchla, was galled at the 
very Soul to fee Matters go fo well with me, and to find how much I was beloved by 
my People, and fyired by my Enemies; and in the Rancour ci this Envy, propofed 
to himfclf how he might turn the Hearts of iny Subjects againft me, foliciting the Ti- 
berians and the Sepphorites to join againft me, and flattering himfclF that he might get 
the Gabarenes to fall off too; thefc being the mpft confiderable People in Galilee; in- 
finuating, how much cafier their Condition would be under his Government, than they 
found it in mine: and reckoning upon it alLthe while, that juft fo much Advantage, 
or Reputation as I got, he himfelf loft. The Sepphorites were, in Truth, neither for 
him, nor for me, but for the Romans. The Tiberians would not be perfuaded to re- 
volt, but promifed, however, to entertain an amicable Correfpondence with him; only ^ 
the Gabarenes clofed with him to all Purpofes, by the Means of Simon an eminent 
Citizen, and a peculiar Friend and Companion of John's ; and they were not altoge- 
ther barefaced neither in the new Alliance, for fear of the Galileans, of whofc Friend- 
ihip, and Refpedt to me they had feen fo many Experiments, but they never failed how- 
ever, of coming in fur a Part in any underhand Pradlices againft me ; and it was very 
narrowly that I efcaped them upon one particular Inftance. There was a Party of Da- 
barittenians, a Parcel of bold young Fellows, that upon Intelligence that the Wife of 
Ptolomy, the King's Intendant, was travelling with a pompous Train of Horfe, and other 
Equipage over the great Plain, out of the King's Jurifdiftion into a Province of the 
Romans ; way-laid, and fet upon the Company, forced the Lady to fliift for hcrfelf, 
and made Prize of what (he had. This paffed while I was at Taricheae, and thither 
they brought four Mules laden with rich Clothes, and other precious Furniture, a great 
Number of Silver Vcffels, and 500 Pieces of Gold. Now thefe "being the Goods of 
Ptolemy, a Man of my own Tribe ; (and our Law not allowing us fo much as to rob 
our very Enemies) I told the People that brought them, that they were by any means 
to be preferved, till they could be fold to the beft Advantage, and the Money then to 
be laid out upon repairing the Walls of Jerufalem, Thefe Ruffians laid it fo to heart 
to.be difappointed of a Booty, they thought themfelves as good as fure of, that they 
gave it out, up and down all about Tiberias, that I had a Defign in my Head to betray 
the Province to the Romans. I pretended indeed, they faid, to employ the Profit of 
the Purchale upon rebuilding the Walls of Jerufalem ; but upon the whole Matter, 
that my Bufinefs was to reftore it to the former Mafter ; and they were not much wide 
. of the Matter ; for after the Departure of the young Men, I called two Citizens to mc 

of 



The LIFE of FLA VI US JOSEPH US. 383 

oF the firft Quality; that is to fay, Daffioii, and Jahnasus the Son of Levi, both in 
great Efteem with the King ; and ordered them to make reditution of the Prize, and 
upon pain of Death not to difcover the Secret to any Mortal. The Rumour was, by 
this Time, fpread all over Galilee, that I was in a Confpiracy to deliver them up to 
the Romans ; and all People were tampered againft me to take a Revenge. The Men 
of Taricheae," among others, gave fo much Credit to the Story, that they dealt with 
feveral of my Guards,and other Soldicrs,to fteal away from me in my Slcep,and come into 
the Circus to confer there with other People concerned, how to difpofc of the Govern- 
ment : When they came thither, they found a huge Concourfc of People gotten toge- 
ther before-hand, all with one Voice calling out for Juftice upon theTraytor ; but the 
Ringleader of the Tumult was Jefus, the Son of Saphia, who was at that Time the 
head Magiftrate of Tiberias; and one of the falfeft and the moft feditious Wretches 
under the Sun. He prcfented himfelf with the two Tables of Mofes in his Hand, and 
prcfling into the Crowd, he fpake to them after this Manner. " If fo it be, fays he, 
•* that you have no Regard at all to your own Good and Safety, let it be recommended 
«* to you however, to prefcrv^ a Reverence ftill for thefe holy Laws, which that fame 
" Jofeph your Governor, has made no Difficulty to betray, and confequently to ren- 
•* der himfelf (o odious to all good Men, that no Punifliment can be too exemplary and 
•« fevere." Thefe Words were entertained with Acclamations and Applaufes; fo that 
the People gathered together, and taking Soldiers along with them hurried away imme- 
diately to my Lodging, with a full Determination to take away my Life. And there 
lay I, quite tired, and faft afleep, without fb much as the leaft Senfe or Thought of a 
Tumult. But at laft, all on a fudden, Simon, one of the Guards, and the only Man 
that ftaid with me, upon the Sight of a Crowd of People prefllng in upon me, rouzed 
me up and waked me, fhewed me the Danger I was in, and advifed me in one Word^ 
rather to fuffer a generous Death from my own Hand, than to be infulted upon at the 
Will and Pieafure of an infolent Enemy. Upon this Advice I committed myfelf to 
Providence, changed my Clothes, difguifcd myfelf in Black, put on my Sword, and out 
I went through the Middle of the Throng; and fo by a By-way, where I was furc to 
meet none of my Adverfaries, I ftiewed myfelf in the Circus, where I fell upon my 
Face, weeping and wailing in fo moving a Manner, that the Generality of the Multf- 
tude themfelves could not but pity me. When I found the Humour of the People in 
fpme Mcafiue wrought upon, and foftened, I did what I could to divide them in their 
Opinion of me, and of my Condition, before the Return of the Soldiers from my 
Lodgings. I did not deny it, I told them, bat that there was fomewhat indeed of 
Truth in the Matter that was objedted againft me. I defired only, that they would 
finl underftand the Faft, and what Ufe I intended to make of that Booty; and then,, 
if ihey th. ught me worthy of Death, let them take my Life in God's Name. The 
Multitude were for hearing me, and bade me fpeak on, only the Soldiers being juft 
ni \v returned, they were for cutting me to Pieces out of hand: But upon the Clamour 
of the common Pe(^ple, and fecond Thoughts, they were prevailed upon to refpite their 
Execution, talking for granted, that after the Difcovery, and Confcffion of the Treafon, 
and thai I did really inteiid to referve that Money from the King, they fliould have a 
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better Excufe and Pretence for going through with the Work at laft ; and fo do the 
{ame Thing that way as well as the other. Upon this they gave me the Hearing, and 
Silence being proclaimed^ that which I faid was (hort, and to this EfFedt. 

^^ Men and Brethren, if it (hall be your Opinion that I have deferved to die, fo let 
^^^ it bei provided I may but give you a true State of the Cafe I fuffer for, before I go. 
*^ I have ever looked upon this City as a Sanduary to Strangers; and indeed fo great 
* and general a Comfort to Mankind/ that betwixt the Conveniences of the Place, 
*< and the agreeable Manners and Converfation of the Inhabitants, Multitudes of Peo- 
*^ pie have been prevailed upon to quit their Native Soil; and, tranfporting themfelves 
*' hither, to take their Fortunes, good or bad, with the Country : And what is my 
** Crime now, but the dedicating of a Sum of Money, out of a Zeal to the public 
•^ Service, toward the repairing of your Walls? This is, in (hort, the Ground of 
♦* your Difpleafure." The Tarichaeans and Foreigners, with infinite Thanks and En- 
couragement, bad me go on, and fear nothing; but the Galileans and Tlberians, on 
the other hand, were as untradtable and outrageous; fo that it came to a dircGt Feud 
betwiYt them; the one Side plying me with Menaces and hard Words, and the other 
undertaking for my Security and Protedlion. But upon promifing the Tibcrians to do 
as much for them too, and fo likewife for other Towns, where the Situation would 
bear it, they let fall the Contcft, took my Word for the Performance, and flipt every 
Man away, one after another, to his own Home; after which unexpedted and won- 
derful Deliverance, I returned with fome Friends, and about twenty Soldiers, to 
ir.y own Quarter. The Ruffians, and the Heads of this feditious Tumult, finding 
themfelves now in fome Danger to be called to an Account for what they bad done, 
gathered together about 600 of them, and marched right out to the Houfe where 
I lodged, with a Refolution to fet fire to it. Having notice of their coming, and of 
their Purpofe, it would have looked fcandaloofly, methought, to fly before them: So 
that I rather ehofe to (hut the Doors againft them, and make the beft of a bad Game. 
Upon this, I called to them out of my Window, that if Money was their Bufinefs, 
they had no more to do then, but to appoint any body they thought fit to receive it, 
and never trouble their Heads with any further Squabble for the Matter, So they fent 
over a Party to fetch the Money, and upon their entering the Houfe, finding one par- 
ticular Perfon to be more infolent and troublefome than the reft of his Companions, I 
ordered him to be feized, whipped, one Hand cut off, and hanged about his Neck, 
and fo turned out again, to tell his Tale to thofe that employed him upon this Errand. 
The whole Company were fo furprized at this Treatment, that taking for granted I had 
a ftrong Guard in my Houfe, they all fcoured away immediately for fear of bein^ fcr- 
ved with the fame Sauce; and by this Stratagem, I brought myfelf off for this Bout. 
After this Difappointment, they had recourfe to another Invention (as they would 
never be without fome Pretext or other to move the Multitude.) They picked a Quar- 
rel with the two Noblemen that applied themfelves in their Diftrefs to me for Sandluary. 
They were Spies and Poifoners, they faid, and not to be protcfted in any Place where 
they would not conform to the Fa(hions of the Country. This popular way of Hint 
and Infinuation, put the Multitude into their Freaks again ; but upon hearing which 

way 
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way it wrought, I told them plainly, that it was not either generous or difcreeC^ to pro- 
voke and to infult upon People that ca{l themfclves upon us for Succour ; for we did 
not know how foon their Cafe might come to be our own. And then to fancy their 
coming hither to poifon us, nothing could be more ridiculous; for. what fliould theRo^ 
mans be at the Charge for, of main.taining fo many Legions in arms, and in pay, whieiu. 
there would need no more, if they were that way given, than a Spell, or a Bolus, to do 
the Work ? This pacified them a little for the prefent : But their Choler was up aga% 
immediately -, infomuch that away they went with a Band of defperate Ruffians together 
to Taricheas, to befet the Lodgings of thefe Strangers, and fall upon their PerfoflSA 
In the very Inftant of hearing what they were about, I got what men I could together, 
and fo pofted away with all poffible Sp^ed to prevent the Mifchief ; for the Sufferance of 
{o barbarous an Inhumanity, would have made me odious to Mankind. Briefly, I 
made a (hift to get up time enough to (hut the Door, and make good the Houfe, till 
I could run a Trench from the Backfide into the Lake there at hand, where I took a 
Boat, and fo croffed over to the Borders of the Hippenians, with my two noble Guefts 
aboard, where I allawed them the Value of their Hdrfes, which in fuch a Hurry they 
could not uke along with them; and for a Farewel, earneftly befou^ht them to bear 
their prefent Lot with Conftancy and Honour. It went to the very Heart of me to 
do a Thing fo like Treachery, as to deliver up any Man to the Mercy of an Enemy's 
Country, that had thrown himfelf into my Arms, in Confidence of good Faith and 
Protection ; but , of the two, I rather chofe, how hazardous foever, to leave them to 
Providence one way, than to a certain Dcftrudion by the Perfidy of my own People, 
on the other. But after all this, they were preferved at lad : Agrippa pardoned them ; 
and this was the end of thefe Broils. 

The Tiberians having it now in their Hsads to go over to |png Agrippa, offered him 
their Service by Letter, provided he would furnidi them with Troops iufficient to pro* 
te£t them. Upon the firft Notice pf .tbis Ovcrliire^ 1 went to look after them, and 
upon my Arrival, they minded me of my Promifc for the rebuilding of their Walls, 
being informed, it fecms, that I had been as good as my Word at Taricheae already* 
I told them it (hould bo done, and gave Orders for the Providing of Materials and 
Workmen to go in hand with it immediately. After three Days Stay there I made 
a Journey to Taricheae fome thirty Furlongs off: In which Time it fo happened, that 
certain Roman Troops being upon their March within fight of Tiberias, the Inhabitants 
took them to be of Agrippa's Party, falling prefently into the higheft Admiration of 
the King in the World ; and at the fame Time reflefting upon me as bitterly and con- 
temptuoufly as was poffible. The next news I heard, was brought me by a Meffenger 
in great hafi:c, that the People were upon the very Point of a Revolt, which put me 
to my Wits End what to do. For the Sabbath being now at hdnd, I had dilmiffed 
the Soldiers from Tarichaea for the quieter Celebration of the Feftival : Bcfide that, I 
fcldom kept a Guard about me in that Place, in confidence of the tried Loyalty and 
good Affection of the People. So that having only feven Soldiers, and fome few Friends 
about me, I found myfelf in a great Perplexity what Courfe to take. It would have 
been to no purpofe to recal my Troops now in the Evening, vvbich I could have no 
Numb. 25. Ddd Ufc 
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Utc at all of the next Day : And then for the People of Tarichex, Strangers and all, if 
I coald have engaged them to my Affiftance^ as perhaps I might, 1^ «he Hope and 
Promife of Pillage and Booty, they would not have been fufficient yet at laft to have 
done my Bufinefs : And there was no Room for Confideration or Delay i for fear of the 
Enemies prepoiTeitlng the City in the Interim, and (hutting me outs fo that I bethought 
myiUf of this Livention : I gave it io charge to fome of my very piarticular and tnifty 
#riends, to kccrp a Aridl Eye upon the Gates, and not funer any Creature to pafrbot 
of the Town. They were Hkewife to appoint the Heads of the chief Familiea in fbt 
City, every Man to OMHint his Boat, and'|>ut out into dke Lake, with only one Mari^ 
ner to every Bark, and fo to follow me» while I myfelf, with fevan Soldiers, isnd (bmc 
few<^ my Friends, in another Boat, ftood right way for Tiberias; where the People 
were by this Time informed. of their Miftake; and ^ihat there were no Troops of 'the 
King's at hand, as they imagined. The Inhabitantsr* (eeing ^he Lake however covered 
over with VefTels, and furmifing nothing lefs than an Army aboard, ready to bi^eak in 
tipon the City ; betook themfelves upon this Fright, and fecond Thougbfs, to other 
Meafares. For they laid down their Arms, and' coniing out with their Wives and 
Children, and with all the Submiffiori in the World, they joyed me of my Arrival ; 
wifhed me Succefs in my Undertaking, and invited me into their City : Little dreaming 
all this while that the Plot was diicovered* Upon drawing near the Shore, I gave 
lt>rder for all my Followers to come to an Anchor fo far from Land^ that the People 
might not difcern this formidable Fleet at fuch a Diftance to be ohty an Amufement 
of empty Boats. In the mean Time I came up myfelf to the vefy Key; and after a 
Rebuke fevere enough, for the Wickedncfs and Folly of their Breach of Faith f I was 
content yet in the End to^afs it all over, upon ConcKtioB that they'(hoit(d-&nd me 
aboard ten of the beft Mop they had for a Caution ; which they did-srt firftWor^, ind 
by this Trick I gj^ the whole Senate, and a gTieat Part of their principal X^iri^cns. ote 
after another, byiittle ^nd little i^o my HanL The Remainder of the IVf ultimde re- 
fleding upon the Conditiipn they mw were in, caff the Fault wholly upon one ;CIitu9, 
a bold hot-headed Fellow among them, as the chief Incendiary, and defired me that f 
would command Juftice to be done upon him. I could not in Coniciehce put a Mko of 
my own Tribe to death, and yet lying under an abfolute Neceflity of making him ex- 
emplary fome way or other, I commanded one Levi, a Soldier id my Guards,, to cot 
oiT one of his Hands. The Fellow durft not venture upon, it jilone for fear of the 
People ,; and I was as much afraid on the other Side, left thp People fhould take No- 
tice cf his boggling at the Execution. So that without any- more ado, I called out to 
Ciitus myfelf. *' Come, faid I, thou bafeft of Men, I do here condemn thee to tht 
«< Lofs of both thy Hands for thy Ingratitude and Treachery, and as much ns in thcc 
'* lies, to be thine own Executioner^ wherefore be quick and difpatch, or thou (hah 
«< not come off fo," The Man begged hard to be excufed for one of them, and after 
fome feeming Difficulty having obtained it, he forthwith cut off his Left-hand with 
his Right, to fave the other, and this put an End to the Tumult. From hence I re- 
turned to Taricheas; leaving the Tiberians in great Admiration at the putting of a Stop 
to fo furious an Uproar, without Blood-flied : Matters being now quiet, I fent for the 

Tibcrian 
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Tiberian PrifonerSs to eat with me ; Juftus and his Father Piftus among the reft. I 
was faying in the Freedom of Table Difcourfe^ that I looked upon the Jkdmans as the 
greateft People under the Sun ; but yet, in regard of the prefent Fadtion I had to do 
witbalt I reckoned it gopd Difcretipn to keep my Thoughts to myfelf ; and it would 
be well if they: did fo too, I thought^ 'till Times (hould be better; and in the mean 
while to live quiet under my, Ad.miniftration ; for they (hould never find any Governor 
eafier to them than myfelf.^ Sq i4ninded Juilus,, of the Galileans cutting off the Haods 
of his Brother upon a Preteficp of Forgery, and before my coming from Jerufalem; and 
Jikewife how the Gamalites, upon a Difputetjbey had with the -Babylonians after Philip^s 
Departure, put his Kinfipan Chares to death : Whereas I had not treated his Brother- 
in4aw Jefus^ I;|old him, at that barbarous rate. This was the Subftance of what 
pafled At Sjippcr, tuid ttKiHext Morning early, Juftiis and his Companions were all 
difcharged. v . 

It was a little before this, that Philip the Son of Jacimus, went away from Gamalai 
opon this Account. . News being brought him of the Revolt of Varus from Agripptt 
and Equus Modius, his very good Friend put in his Place, he gave Modius to underftand 
by Letter, how it was with hiin, and the prefent State of his Affairs, with a Packet 
aUb fur the King and the Qjieen, who were then at Berytus. Modius was overjoyed to 
find bim in health, and in fo good a Condition, and fcnt away the other Packet acoof^ 
ing to the Addrefs, So foon as the King perceived by thefe Letters, that the Story of 
Philip's putting himfelf at the Head of the Jews againft the Romans was a falfe Report^ 
he fentfor him to Court by a Party of Horfe; and taking him into his Arras opon 
his Airival with great Honour and Kindnefs, told the Commanders about him, that tfaU 
wasthePtoribn they heard was gone off from the. Romans. He fent him, foon after 
dtts, with (bme Troops of Horie to the Fort of Gamala; with Inftrudions to bri^g 
away all his Family; refettle the Babyhmiaiis in Batanasa, and tq take all poflible Care 
to keep the People quiet. Philip had no tooacr received his Orders, but away he went 
immeuiately upon his Coamiiflion. About this Time, up darted a kind ot a Quack 
DoAor, whofe Naaie was Jofeph, with a Crew of mad young Rogues at his Hetis, 
and not widioat fome confiderable Citizens in the Medley, for uie better countenancing 
of the Tumult. The fiufinefs of this Mountebank was to debauch the People ff oui 
^eir Allegiance, by^ encouraging them to take up Arms, and with Sword in hand to 
aflert their antient Rights and laberties. The Fadioo grew quickly to fuch a Head, 
diat it was certain Death to oppofe theqn^ as in this Riot they killed Chares, and his 
Kinfinan Jei'us, with the Sifter of Juftus of Tiberias, of whom we have fpoken already. 
They wrote to me after this, to fend them; troops for a Garrifon, and Workmen to run 
up a Wall about the Town, which I agreed to, both the on^, and the other. 

At the fame Time the Country of the Gaulanites feil efF frona Agrippa, u far as the 
Village Solyma. I walled in Sogannis and Seleucia, two very Strong Places by Situation; 
and I fortified ieveral Towns in the upper Galilee^ as Jamnia, Amerytha, and Charabe, 
among the rocky Mountains. In Galilee I fortified the Towns alfo of Tarichcs, Tibe- 
rias and Sepphorif, and the Villages of the Cave of Arbela, Berlbbe, Selame, Jotapata, 

Ddd 2 Capharatl), 
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Capharath, Comofaganai Na^papha, and the Mount Itabyr. In tbefc PJaccs I had my 
Magazines of Corn and Arms, 

This profperous Courfc of my Affairs was fuch an Eye-fore to John the Son of Levi, 
that he took up a Refoludon fome way or other, at what Kate foevcr to deftroy q:)e : So 
that after the walhng in of Gifchala, he fent away hi« Brother iSimoOywith a huhjdred 
Men, to Simon the Son. of Gamaliel at Jerufalem, to try if he could get tl>e Council of 
the City to remove me from my Government, and to fubftiiute John in my Place. Now 
this Simon was a Citizen of the firil Rank; by Sedl 9 Pharifee, and confcquently. a dxid: 
Obferver of the Laws of Moies^ a Perfbn of ^extraordinary Prudence, and no Man better 
qualified for the obviating of any DiiHcuhy at a Pinch : Over and above that, he was John^t 
ancient and particular Friend, and at that Time known to be^my Enemy. , He wa$» in 
fliorty fo far wrought upon by Solicitation and Intreaty, that he put it ip the Head of the 
High Pried Ananus, and Jcfus the Son of Gamala, with othera of the Patty, to have a 
care of me betimes, before 1 got up to be too ftrong f^r them; for they were highly con- 
cerned, he faid, to have me turned out of the Command of Galilee, and to iee it done 
without Delay too, before the Defign could take air; for fear of my preventing the Exe-^ 
cution of it, by falling in upon them with a powerful Araiy* Anamjs the HJghrPricft 
told him on the other Hand, that I had/o many of the High-Prictls and Heads of the 
People, that could bear witncfs to the Condudt and Juftice of my Adqiiniftration» that it 
ivould be a hard Matter to obtain a Vote againft me: Neither would it s^ppear r/^afooabJe to 
proceed to a Judgment upon any Man without affigning his Crime. So Simoo defired 
them to make no Words at all of what had pafTed^ but leave it to him to take care for. the 
difplacing of me fome other Way; Upon this, he applied himfelf to the Brother of 
John^ and propofed the Didribution of Money and Prefents among the Friends of Ana- 
mi$, as the moil likely Courfe he could take for the gaining of his Point; By this ]})fe- 
rood, in fine, Simon pompafTed his End; for Ananus and his Companions, npoathe re- 
ceiving of thefe Bribes, laid their Heads together immediately hov^ they might depofc me 
from my Government, and without making fomuch a^ any one Man befides privy *to the 
Counfel, the Way they pitched upon was to employ four Agents upon theComn^ifiion; 
two of them noble, and the other two, private Perions j but all four equally qualified for 
their Learning, and Skill in the Law, as there was Jonathan and Ananias, both Pharifees, 
for two of them : Joazar, a Man of a.facerdotal Family, and a Phftrifee alfo, for a third; 
and then the fourth was Simon, of the poniifical Line too, and the youngeft of the four. 
Thefe Men had their Inflru£lions given them to rcafon the MatMr atthe next Meeting of 
the Galileans, with the Members of the Aflembly, and to expoftulate, why they (hould 
choofe me before another. If they ftiould fay, becaufe I am a Native of Jerufalem ; it 
might bo anfwercd, fo were they : And then for my Knowledge of the Laws, the fame 
Thing might be faid foe them too; or if they Ihpuld fay, they did it outbf a Refpcdl to 
the Priefthood, they might make anfvver, that two of their Number had the very fame 
Pr-.t^nce. With this Lcflbn, and 40,000 Pieces of Silver out of the public Trcafury, Jo- 
ji:.*hin, and his Companions, went away about their Bufmcfs. There came at this Time 
r.'*e J'ifM^ a Galilean, with a Band of 600 Soldiers, to Jerufalem; with whom thefe 
CooiOiinioncrs agreed for three Months Pay advance to follow Jonathan, and his Col- 

legues. 
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legueSy and to obey them, and their Orders, joining to thefe Soldiers 300 Mercenaries 
more out of the City. With this Train the Deputies went their Way; and the Brother 
of John with his Company of 100 Men along with them. Their Order was this; in 
cafe I (hould voluntarily hy down my Arms, to take me Prifoner, and fend me alive to 
Jerufalem ; but upon any Oppofition, they were to kill me out of hand ; and their Order 
(hould bear them txit in it. There were Letters difpatbhed away to John a}fo» to be ia. 
Readinefs to make War upon me. And the Scjiphoritep, the Gabarenes, and the Tibc- 
rians, were likewifc engaged to fall in with the Party, Now Jcfus.the Son of Gamala; 
that wifhed'me well, and was privy to the whole Contrivance, fcnt my Father Word, it 
fecms from Time to Time, of every Thing that pafled ; and from him I received a par- 
ticular Account of the whole Matter. It went to the Heart of me to confider the Ingra- 
titude and malicious Pra6tk:es of a Faftiotr in the City againfl me ; and my Aifflidion was 
not much Icis neither, to find the Trouble my Father w^'in for my Sake, and with what 
Earneftncfs he pTcffcd me to come over to him, upon a ftiggeftion that it was only to fee 
me yet once again befdrc he died. • I took my Friends Into Counfel with me upon this 
whole Aitatr, and told them. That I had refolvcd within the Compafs of three Days, to 
lay down my Command, and go'back again into my<?ountry. Tney all fell into Tears 
aod Lamentations upon the bearing of it; begging of me, not upon any Terms to leave 
them to the Certainty of perijfhing when I was gone. But my Life being at (lake on the 

' one hand, againft their Prayers and Importunities on the other, I ftillperGfted in my Pur-? 

^pofe. The Gallileans had fuch an Apprehenfion of being over-run anddeftroyed by the 
Thieves and Out-Laws, after tOy Detparture, that they prefently fent Notice up and dowtt 
through the whole Province, that I was upon the Point of leaving them. This News 
brought a Wttrld of People together, with their V/ives and Children, into the great 
Pl^in of Afocb, Where I then wai, to try if they could get me to ftay ; not fo much oF 
an AfFeAion to me perhaps, as for fear of the Danger they were in themfeJves ; for they 
reckoned all to be fafe fo long as- 1 was among them. 

It wis a wonderful Dream I had that very Night, As I was in my Bed, my Heart fad^ 
and qay Head extremely troubled. Upon the Receipt of thefe Letters from my Father, I 
had tbeVifidn of a Man at my Bed-fide, and a Voice fpeaking to me after this Manner: 
•' Comfort thy Heart, good Man, and fear nothing ; for all thefe Calamities will blow" 
" over, and only lead to thy greater Advantage and Satisfaftion ; not only for the pre- 
*' fent, but likewife for the Time to come ; wherefore ftand firm, and remember what I 
•• told you before-hand, that you are to have a War with the Romans/' Upon waking 
out of this Dream, I got up vvith an Intent to go into the Air, and I had no fooner 
(hewed myfelf at the Door toward the Plain, but a World of the Gallileans, Men, Wo- 
men, and Children, caft themfelves down upon their Faces at the very Sight of me, and 
with Tears and Supplications hefought rtic not to leave them in this Extremity, at the 
Mercy of their Enemies. When they found Prayers and Importunities would do no 
good, they prefied me with Adjurations, not to forfake them, and with many a heavy 
Curie upon the People of Jerufalem, that would never let them be quiet. This to me 
was lo fad a Hearing, and lb rueful a Spedtacle, that it made my very Heart bleed to* 
confider the Diilrcis of fo many thouiands of miferable Creatures,, and brought me over». 
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in: the End, to a Refolution of running any Hazard whatfoevcr for the Service of & vaft 
a Multitude of forlorn, harmlels. People : So that in the Conclufion, I was over-perfuaded 
to Aay. Upon this, I bade them draw me five thoufaod Men out of their whole 
Number, and furnifli them with Arms and Viduals for a March* the reft immediately 
to depart every Man to his own Home. So foon as this five thoiiuGuid was ready, I 
joined them with three thoufand more that I had of my own, and eighty Horfe ; .and 
fo advanced with them to Chabolo, a Village upon the Borders ofPtolemais; where j(. 
took up my Station, as if my Defign had been to fall upon Placidus whom Ceftius 
Gallus had fent into thofe Parts, with a Troop of Horfe and two Companies of Foot, 
to burn all the Villages of the Gallileans thereabouts. • Placidus intrenched himfelfnot 
far from the Walls of Ptolemais, while I lay at the fame Time about iixty Furlongs 
toward Chabolo. We drew out feveral Times on both Sides, with a Countenance of 
pu(hing it immediately to a Battle ; but there paiTed only fonoe few Skirmiflii^^' .aiui 
that was all , For the more I preiTed the bringing of it to a Combat, the naore the 
other declined it ; not daring to (hew his Head out of the Protection of the Town. 

While Matters were in this Pofture, John and his Companions came into thofe Parts, 
the Perfons who, as I told you, were fent.to Jcrufalem by the Fadlion of Simon, and 
Ananus the High-Prieft : And the Plot was Ao«v how to^-codipafs their Ends by Trea- 
chery, which they durft not attempt by down-right Force. To this Purpofe they laid 
their Heads together, and fent me this following Letter. 

] 
Jonathan and his Deputy-Collegues from the Council at Jeiulalemi /« 

Jofeph, Greeting. 

/ TTTHBREASour Principals are given to under ftand, that John of Giichala 

< VV ^^^h l^'^ ^ng^gcd in feveral perfidious Pra£kices againft your Perfbn, tbqr 

* have fent me in their Name to give him a ievere Reproof for £o doing, and to require 
' him for the future to pay all Refpedt and Obedience to your Commands. And to 

* the End that we may agree upon fome better Provifion for the Regulation of Tlungs 

< hereafter; we make it our Requeft that you will come hither to us with all Speed i 
« the Village is but fmall ; and therefore we defire you will not bring any great Train 

along with you, for fear of being fcanted for Room.' 

This Letter was a dangerous Dilemma upon me : For if I trufted myfelf without a 
ftrong Guard, they might take me up, and iife me as they pleafed : And on the other 
hand, if I marched with the Formality of military Troops, I might be liable to be 
profecuted as a Rebel. This Letter was brought me by a Horfeman ; a daring young 
Man, that had been formerly in the King's Service. It was now pretty late in the 
Night, and being at Supper with fome of my Friends, and feveral Galileans of Qua- 
lity about me. Word was brought me at the Table, of a certain Jew en Horieback, 
that defired to fpeak with me, I bade he (hould be called in; and accordingly he came, 
and without any manner of Refped to the Company, he delivered me the Letter, which 
he brought, he faid, from the Jerufalcm Deputies, and it required an immediate An« 

fwcr : 
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fwer : For he was to be back again preiently. The Company were all amazed at the 
Confidence of the Soldier. Bat however I fpake to him to fit down, and take part of 
a Collation with us 5 but he excuied himielf; and fo keeping the Letter in my Hand, 
without opening tt^ I took Occafioo to while away Time with my Company upon 
Difcourfes by the bye, and pafiling now and then out of the Door^ as in Civility to 
fomeof my Oueftf that were going to bed» I took the Opportunitv, when I was out 
of fight, to break' up the Letter, and run it over with my Eye, io as to guefs at the 
Contents of it;- and then inftantly folding it up again, I held it dill in my Hand, as 
before; without difcorcring that I had read it. \7he Compaoy was now all gone, but 
four intimate Friends, and a Boy to ftU the Wine. I gave the Soldier twenty Drachmae 
for a Gratuity, and he was fa wonderfully thankful for it, that I found the Love of Mo- 
ney was his weak Side, and fo I refolved to attack him on that Quarter. Come, faid 
I, if yon will drink with us, flbd do as we do, you (hall have a Drachma for every Cup 
jou take. The Fellow was very well content to drink upon the Terms, of the more 
Drink the more Money, and fwilled himielf fo brutifhly drunk, that out came the 
whole Myftery of the Villany, without fo much as pumping j for he told me of his 
own accord, that there was a fhare laid for me, and a Sentence of Death pronounced 
againft me: Upon which Difcovery, I gave liim this following An fwer to his Letter. 

Jofeph /0 Jooac^an ami Us FeUQW-Dq)ucics, Greet wg. 

'^ T Am very glad to hear that you are in health, and that you are come into Galilee: 
^" JL And the rather, becaufe lam difpofing myfelf for a Journey into my own 
^' Country^ which I have been thinking of a long Time; and this will be a fair 
'* Opportunity for my delivering up the Care of the public Adminillration i:x\.o 
'« your Hands. I fhould think myfctf faq^ppy tg wait upon you, and not only at Xallo, 
** but a great deal farther, even without any other Motive to invite me to it. But 
" alas ! I ani not now at liberty for fuch a Journey, being forced to ftay ^t Cha- 
'< bolo to obferve the Motions of Placidus, and keep him from breaking into G .lilee> 
'* and therefore I think it more adviCeable, upon the Receipt of this L;:tter, for you 
'* to^fome hither: And fo I bid you farewel." 

This Letter I delivered to the Soldier, and ordered thirty Perfons of the beft Qua- 
lity among the Galileans to po alo:-: with him, giving them Orders only to do their 
reverence to the Deputies, wi:IiOa: mentioning ore Word of Bufinefs : And I let owe 
of my own Soldiers that I could boi: confide in, for a Spy upon each of the other, tc 
watch them narrowly, if they cnteruiriud any private Convr* fation with jc\'iaihan. 
After the Departure of thefe People ; the Deputies findinr cLat their Plot did in,.. 
take, wrote a fecond Letter to me, to this foiiowing Effeft" 

Jonathan and his Coikgues, to Jofepli, C recti jr^. 

" ' ¥ ^ HIS is to require yen, to appear wichiri thiee Days from tho Date herco.';, 
** X before us at Gabar?., -without any Guard ')f Soksi^irs to attcn'i vcu, io mui:c 
" good the Charge that you hv/s exhibited rug^iinft John of GifchiUa/' 
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After the Reception of the Galileans, and the writing of this Letter, they went to 
Japha, one of the largeft, ftrongeft, and moft populous Villages of Galilee. They 
were no fooner entered the Place, but the People were all up with open Mouth, 
Men, Women, and Children, crying out, to bid them be gone again, and to let 
them alone, while they were well ; for they would never own any other Governor 
than Jofeph. This was the Voice of the whole Multitude, one and all. So that the 
Deputies finding that was not a Place for their Turn, went their way to Sepphoris, 
the Faireft City cf all Galilee, and a People well afFcdled to the Romans. Many of 
the Citizens- went out of the Town^ndeed to receive them; but without one Word 
fpeaking of me, either good or bad : And from thence they went to Afoch, where 
they had the fame Entertainment as before at Japha. Thefe Contempts made them 
fo outrageous, that they ordered the Soldiers to quiet them, with Clubs and Gadgets : 
They went forward to Gabara, where they were joined by John, with a Body of 
3000 Men to fecund them. Now being forewarned of the Practices that were a-fbot 
againft me, I drew out 3000 Soldiers, and took them along with me to Jotapata, 
fome forty Stadia from the Place, to be within Diftance of communicating upon any 
Occafion with the reft, which I left behind me in the Camp, under the Command 
of a trufly Friend. And from thence I wrote the Deputies this following Letter. 

* If you find it fo abfolutely neccffary for me to come to you ; there are four hun- 
< dred Cities and Villages in Galilee, name any one o^ the four hunjdfed, and I will 

• meet you there, faving only Gabara, and Gifchala ; the one of them is the Place of 

• John's Nativity; and the other of his Alliance.' The Deputies gave over writing, 
upon the Receipt of this Letter, and conferred Notes with their Friends, John himfelf T 
being one of the Council, how to do my Bufinefs fome other Way. John was for 
fending circulatory Letters to all the Towns and Villages of Galilee, upon a Prefumption 
of finding fome one or more in every Place, that would be forward enough to do me any . 
ill Ofiice^ and eafily fuborned to join in an Information againfl: me as a public Enemy: 
Now there would need no more toward the gaining of the Citizens. of Jcrufalcm over to 
the Opinion of my being an Enemy to the Galileans, than to fend them thefe Attefta- 
tions well certified, which would undoubtedly have put me out of Credit with that 
People. The Refolution being taken, Sacchacus, a Defertcr, brought me a parthrular 
Account late at Night of the whole Tranfadtion. 

I found I had new no Time to fpare; fo that I called for Jacob immediately, (a 
brave Man and my true Friend) and fent him away with 200 Men upon the Scout, 
betwixt Galilee and Gabara, with Inftrudlions to take up what Paflengcrs he thought 
fit, and fend them to me in Cuftody: Efpecially if they had any Letters about them: 
And at the fame Time I difpatched Jeremy, (my very particular Friend too) with 600 
Soldiers, another way, to watch the Paflcs from Jerufalem into Galilee, and with Or- 
ders to llize all Letter- Carriers, committing the Men to Prifon, and bringing me their 
Papers. I fent abroad my Mandates alfo through the whole Province of Galilee, re- 
quiring all Pcrfons to attend me at Gabara the next Morning, with their Arms and 
three Days Provifions. The Soldiers I had about me, I dillributed into four Bodies, 
under the choicefL Oiiicers I had to command them, with a flrid Older net fo much as 

to 
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to admit a ftrange Face intoilicir Company. About eleven next Day, coming to Ga- 
bara, I found the whole Plain before the Town, covered with armed Troops out of 
Galilee, to my Affiftancc; bcfide a confufed Multitude of Country People. Juft as I 
was beginning to fay fomewhat to them, my Mouth was ftopt with fuch Outcries of 
Rejoicing, that there was nothing to be heard but Shouts and Acclamations at the 
Sight of their Behefadlor and^Preferver, as they thought fit to call me: And this was 
the unanimous' Voice of the whole Company. I gave them my Acknowledgments for 
this Infta.'Ke of their Good-will and Rcl'pcft, butidcrired them, at the fame Time, to 
make an innocent and a temperate Ufe of their Power, without wronging any Creature, 
either in tlicir Perfons, or their Goods. They had Provifion enough, I told them, for 
the prcfent Occafion; and thtre was nothing my Heart was fo much fet upon, as to 
put an End to the Tumult without Blood. 

The People I had employed to way-lay the Roads, had the good Fortune, the very firft 
Day they went out, to intercept Jonathan's Meflengers in their way toward Jerufalem; 
together with their Packets. They made the Men Prifoners, according to my Order, and 
brought me the Letters, which I found, upon the Perufal, to be ftuffed with calumnious 
and fcurrilous Invedtives againft myfelf. I took no Notfce at all of the Matter, but kept 
on my Journey direftly toward them aS if nothing had been done. So foon as ever 
they underftood 1 was upon ^y March that Way, they retired every Man of them, 
John and all, into the Houfe of Jefus; a large and a ihong Place, and built much after 
the Manner of a Citadel. They kept a Party of Soldiers privately in the Houfe; all 
the Gates (hut but one, and the Guards ordered, that upon my coming thither (as they 
cxpedied a Vilit from me) to take me in alone, and not one Man of my Train to fol- 
low me : J3y which mepns they made no doubt of getting me abfolutely into their 
Power. But, by great Providence, having fome Light and Jcaloufy of the Treachery, 
I went immediately, upon my Arrival, to a Lodging over-againft the Houfe, and fo the 
Plot was difappointed. I pretended to be very weary and flecpy, and the Deputies de-.^ 
pending upon it that I had laid myfelf to reft, went out into the Plain to debauch the 
Multitude, and to poflefs them with both an Envy and a Hatred of me and my Ad- 
miniftration. But Matters wrought quite another way than they imagined ; for the 
Galileans had no fooncr got fight of the Deputies, but they fell foul upon them with 
Clamours and Reproaches. They had done no Wrong, they fiiid, and they would take 
none; and fo bade them be gone about their Bufinels, and meddle with what they had 
to do withal. As for their Governor, they had a very good one already, they faid, and 
him they were refolved to ftick to. Upon this Encouragement, I took the People in 
the good Humour, and went out into the Field to uifedtrftand what Jonathan and his 
Accomplices had to fay. The Multitude had no fooner fet eye on me, but they came 
thronging about me with all the Demonftrations of Joy, Satisfad;ion, and Acknow- 
ledgments, in their Looks, Words, and Adlions, imaginable; amplifying, upon the 
Obligations I had laid upon them, to fuch a degree, that Jonathan and his Fellows 
could not think themfelves fafe under fo violent a Prejudice. They would fain have 
flipt away, I perceived ', but upon my Entreaty they flayed ; (that is to fay, in Truth, 
there was no getting off) fo that there they flood in an Ama;3ement, like fo many 
•Numb. 25. E c c Stocks, 
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Stocks, without Scnfe or Rcafon. Upon this, I quieted the Noifc, fet Guards of the 
bed Men I had upon all the Avenues, for fear of any Incurfion or Surprife; and fo, 
with my People about me in Arms, I addrefTed myfelf to the Deputies. I minded them 
in the firft Place of a Letter they had fent me; pretending a Commiflion from Jerufa- 
lem, to hear and determine upon certain Matters in Controverfy betwixt John and my* 
felf, producing the Letter at the fame Time in proof of my Suggeftiorv. Now put the 
Cafe, faid I to Jonathan^ that you and your Companions had any Pretence to call me 
to an Account for the Management of my Government, upon John's Information or 
Complaint, would not you yourfelvcs pronounce me innocent, upon the clear Tefti- 
mony of two or three Witncffcs of unq^^eftionable Probity, in my Juflification ? But 
what will you fay now if I appeal, not only to two or three competent Vouchers, hue 
to every Soul that is here prcfcnt, whether I have behaved myfcIf or not, both in my 
private Converfation, and in the Exrrcife of my Fundion, as became a Pcrfon of Ho- 
nour and Juftice ? As for you, good People of Galilee, fpeak the Truth, and the whole 
Truth, I adjure you, as if you were fworn Evidences in the Caufc, and thefe Men the 
Judges. Pray tell them, and^fpare not, the worft you know of me. The Words 
were hardly out of my Mouth j but the whole Multitude, with one Voice and Confent, 
made a frank open Declaration of the Comforts and Benefits they had enjoyed under 
jny Care and Protection, as their Bcnefaftor and Defender i and that they were (u well 
fatisfied with me for what was pad, that they wished no more than the Continuance of 
the fame Goodnefs for the Time to come: Affirming alfo with Oaths, that I had been 
likewife as tender, of either offering, or fufFering any Violence, upon the Perfons of 
their Wives and Daughters, as I had been of invading the common Freedom and Pro- 
perty of the Subject. I read, after this, in the hearing of a great many Galileans, the 
two intercepted Letters of Jonathan, that were brought me by my Scouts, They were 
falfe, fcandalous and impudent, to the higheft degree, and giving me the Charadler of a 
Tyrant rather than a Governor, with a great deal of (hamelefs Ribaldry over and above. 
I was not willing to let my Enemies know that I had their Mcffcngers in Cuftody, for 
fear it fliould hinder them from fending that Way feme other Time: So that I pretended 
they were brought over to me voluntarily by the Meffengers themfclves. The Infolcnce 
and Villainy of thcfe two Letters put the People into fuch a Heat and Outrage a^ainft 
Jonathan and his Fellows, that th'-y were ready to tear them \o pieces; and rhev had 
undoubtedly done execution upon thtm, if I bad not in the very Height of their Rage 
prevented it. So I gave the Deputies their Liberty and their Pard<.n both ic;gccher, 
upon Condition that thty would ttrpcntand mend, which they promifed to dv, and fo I 
difmiffed them to their own Homes again; bidding thtm fpeak no otherwifc of m\ Go- 
vernment, than as they f( ur.d it. With thtfc Words, I gave them their Difch;:rge: 
But taking for gi anted before-hand, that they would never do as they faid. The People 
were fo implacably bent upon the Ruin of thefc Men, that all the Skill and Iptercft I 
had was little enough to prevent it. How did they beg of me, only to be turned loofc 
upon them! But when a Sedition is once a-foot, no Body knows whac it will flop: 
So that I did what I could to divert them ; but in the Rage of this Impatience, they 
took up aRefolution, one and all, to fall upon Jonathan in bis Quarters, 

When 



The LIFE of FLA VI US J O S E P H U S. 395 

When I faw there was no reftraining them, I took Horfe immediately, and bade them 
follow me to Soganc, a Village of Arabia, fome forty Stadia diftancc, and by this Ar- 
tifice I efcaped the Scandal of making myTelf the Author of a civil War. When we 
were advanced within a little of the Piace, I ordered my Troops to make an Halt; and 
after a few Words of neceflary Precaution to them, not to be intemperate and vindic- 
tive, I made a Ciill of a hundred of the bcft Men for Qnality and Underftanding that 
I could pick out of the whole Number, and bade them prepare themfclves for a Jour- 
ney to Jerufalem, with a Complaint againft the feditious Heads and Ringleaders of 
thefe Broils. I gave them moreover in Charge, that if they found the People well in- 
clined and eafy to me, they fhould endeavour to procure me a new Commiffion for my 
Coniinuance in the Command of Galilee, ajid to get John recalled. With thefc Or- 
dcVs I difpatched them away on the third Day after this Meeting, and gave them 500 
Soldiers for their Convoy. I wrote alfo to my f'^ricnds at Samaria, to grant my Com- 
miffioners a fafc and a free Paflage through their Country ; for the City was at that 
Time under the Power of the Romans; and this was the (horteft Cut to make a three 
Days Journey of it to Jerufalem. I conduced them myfclf to the Frontiers of Ga- 
lilee, land fet fuch Watches upon the Way, that there was little Notice of this Expe- 
dition : After which I ma5c a (hort Stay at Japha, 

Jonathan and his Companions, finding themfelves wholly difappointed, fent back 
John to Gifchala, and they themfelves went in the mean Time to Tiberias, in hope to 
prepoffefe themfelves of that Place : Jefus being the chief Magiftrate there, and hav- 
ing undertaken, by Letters, to bring the People over to their Interefl: : In confidence 
of having this made good to them» they undertook the Journey. But Silas, my Lieu* 
tenant there, fent me word, from time to time, how every thing proceeded, and pref- 
fed me back again ^y all means with what Speed I could. I followed his Counfel, 
and by fo doing fell into a Strait that had like to have coft me my Life. 

Jonathan and his Companions having made a dangerous Faftion againft me in Ti- 
berias, were not a little ftartled upon my coming thither; but gave me the Compli- 
ment however of a Vifil, joying me over and over of the Reputation I had gotten in 
the World by the Conduft and Juftice of my Adminiftration in Galilee; and not with- 
out alTuming to themfelves fome Share in the Honour of it, both as their Fellow-eJ- 
tizen, and, in fome fort, tbcir Diftiple; profefTing all along, that they had much a 
greater Kind nefs for me than for John; advifing me, without any more ado, to go 
back again, and depend upon them for the delivering of John into my Hands very 
fuddenly; and to this they bound thenlfclves with Oaths and Imprecations, fo facred 
and dreadful, that I muft have been a Villain not to believe them: After which, they 
defired me, by all means, to draw off to fome other Place ; fuggefting, for the better 
Countenance of the Matter, that the Sabbath was coming on, and they (hould be. very 
forry to have the People fall into any Diforder on that Day. Upon this Pretence, I 
went my Way to Taricheae, not fufpedling any Thing ; but yet, fo^ better Security's 
£ike, I planted my Spies and Informers up and down in the Town, to watch and 
hearken out what was faid and done concerning me : And I had my Agents all along 
the Road tooj from Taricheas to Tiberias, to bring me the Intelligence, On the Day 

£ e e 2 following! 
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following, the People met together in the Oratory, a place of public Worfliip, and 
large enough to hold a vail Number of Perfons ; and thither came Jonathan among the 
reft. *' It was a ihouland pities, he faid, that this City had not better Governors :** 
And there he flopped; fj^ he durft not put them downright upon a Rebellion at firft 
Da(h: But Jeius, the head Magiftrate, came a little more home to the Point, and told 
them without any more Ceremony, That it was infinitely belter for them to have four 
Rulers than one; efpecially if they were Men of honourable Extradtion and known 
Prudence, as thofe Pcrlons wtrc; pointing to Jonathan and his Companions that flood 
by. Juftus was of the fame Opinion too with Jefus ; and he brought over a great 
many more to be of the fame Mind : But the common People were fo violently bent 
another Way, that without all Difpuie, it would have come to a defpera.te Tuuiult, if 
the Hour of the Day Iiad not parted them j for it was now twelve at Noon, which is 
the Sabbath-day Hour for all our People to^o to Dinner : So the Doputies put iff the 
Debate till the Day following, without coming to any prefent IfTue. Upon the firft 
Notice of this Proceeding, which was as early as Hands could bring it, I took up a 
Refolution to be going the next Mornjng by Break of Day towards Tiberias; and 
there did I find all the People gotten together in the forefaid Oratory, without lu much 
as underflanding the true Realon or Intent of that Meeting. The Deputies did fo 
little expedt to fee me there at that Time, that the Surprife put thern to a (land what 
to do next, till, at lafl^ it came into their Heads to raiie a fham Story of a Body of 
Roman Horfe, that were feen near Homonea fome thirty Stadia trom the City. This 
Rumour was fo improved, even by the Inventors of it themfclvcs, that the People 
were prefently in an Uproar, bawling and clamouring what an intolerable Scandal it 
was to have their Country burnt and dcftroyed under their Nofts, and they to fland 
ilill all the while looking on. Now the true Intent of this Stratagem was to draw roe 
out of the Town to encounter the Enemy, and, in the mean time, get pofTcffioo of it 
thcmfclves by turning the H^rts of the Citizens agamfl rae. I faw well enough what 
it was they aimed at, and yet for fear of appearing his folicitous for the Good of the 
Tiberians than I ought to he, in cafe I {hvjuldihave ^'eclined the Uiidertaking, I found 
myfelf under fome kind of NeccfHty to comply with the very Dcfign of my Ene- 
mies : So that I marched away immediately 10 I: ok after thefc Troops according to the 
Intelligence. But difcovering upon the Place, that there wiis no. luch Body to be feen 
or he^rd of, I made all the hafte back again that wa.> poiTiblc ^ and there did I find 
the Senate and the People clofe at it in Council, ruid the Deputies in the Middle of 
a bitter tedious Inv<.6tive againft myfcltj rtpreffriiting ti.c fo: a Man that minded his 
Pleafure more than his BufiiK-fs, and taking 00 Care at all for the Defence of the 
Public. Upon this Occafion, they produced four Letters, -.vhich they pretended to 
receive from four of the tnort remote P-irts *;f Galilee ^ letting; forth the Danger tbcy 
were in, and the NeccfCty of a prci'ent i-ucc. j.ii*. The crcdu:ous Tiberians fwallowed 
the whole Story for current, and brake out unanimoufly into Exclamations, that it 
was high Time now to look about them, and to Lnd a fcafonable Rehef to their Al- 
lies. Upon this Outcry, (undeiilanding by this Time the M) fiery of the Cheat) I 
told them, That I was ready to make one, which way foever the Neceffity of the 

War 
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War fliould call me, but in regard (faid I) that your Advice comes from four feveral 
Places, and of four feveral Incurfions, I am of Opinion for dividing your Army into 
fo many Bodies ; and the four Deputies to command every Man his Parly; for it is 
the Duty of good Patriots and valiant Men, to ferve their Country with their Hands, 
and in their Pcrfns, as well as with their Condudt and Counfcl ; and it is not for me 
to undertake, upon this DiftribUtion, the Command of any more than one Part of 
the Army. The People were all abundantly fatisfied with the Reafon of what I faid, 
and ordered the Matter fo, that the Deputies were forced to take their Parts in the 
Adventure; but mij^htily enraged over and above, to find all their underhand perfidi- 
ous Praftices defeated and countermined. One of the four pretended Deputies, whofe 
Name was Ananias, (a Man of a falfe, venomous Nature) propounded the indicating 
of a public Faft far the nfcxt Day, with a Command, that they (hould all meet at the 
fame Hour, and without Arms; amplifying^ upon it, that they depended upon the Af- 
fiftance of the Almighty, without any n^ed of human Force. Now the Intent of' 
this Propofal was under this Pretext of Piety, to difarm nje and my Soldiers. And 
I was fain to comply again with this' Propofition, that I might not fecm to underva- 
lue fo religious a Motion. 

Immediately upon the breaking up of the Affcmbly, Jonathan and his Cdllegues 
wrote in all hafte to John, to be fure to be early \Vith him next Morning, with all 
the Force he could make; for if they could but get me into their Hands once, the 
Bufinrfs were done. The Letter came fafe, and John made no difficulty at all of com- 
.piying with his Orders. On the Day folio winp, I called out two of the braveft truf- 
tieft Fellows I had in the Guards; accoutred myfclf with a Corflet and a good Sword, 
as fecrctly as I could, and bade tht Soldiers take each of them a fhort Sword, pri- 
^vately too and follow me. This I did, that we might be in condition to defend our- 
Mvcf, in cafe of any Affront. And fo to the Oratory we went together, where I my- 
felf and my Friends were admitted ; but Jefus having the Guard at the Door, would 
not (ujfFer fo much as any one of the reft of my People to enter with me. As we 
were juft upon the point of addrefling ourfelves to our Devotions, after our manner of 
Worflhip, J<^fu£ ftood up, and afked me. What was become of the rich Furniture, 
and the Mais of Silver, that was taken away upon the firing of the Royal Palace?' 
Where it was to be found? And who had it in Pofleflion? Now thefe were only Words 
thrown out to while away Time, till John might come up with his Army: But I 
told him in ftiort, th.u it was all depofited in the Hands of Capella, and ten of the 
prime Citizens o( Tiberias: So that it was but afking them whether I fpeak Truth or 
not. Whereupurx, « ipella and the reft, owned the having of it all in their Cuftody. 
They put i^ to me th/n. What I had done with the twenty Pieces of Gold that I re- 
ceived for ibe I'ke Value in Silver that I difpofed of? My Anfwer was. That I had 
givch them to my Envoys that I had fcnt to Jerufalcm, for the Charge of their Jour- 
ney, Jul .ithan a d his Companions replied. That it was very ill done, to pay my 
particular rt.genrs out of the public Trcafure. This malicious Humour of wrangling 
and caviU' ig, tranfported the common People into fuch an Impatience, that it fell 
little (hort of a violent Sedition ; and finding how it wrought, I could not do better 

i 
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I thought, than to help it forward. And fo I went on telling him, that if in Truth 
it was ill done, (as he faid it was) to gratify my Meflengers out of the public Stock, 
I bade him never trouble his Ht:ad any farther about that Money, for I would fee it 
repayed. The fairer Matters appeared on my Side, the more outrageous was the Mul- 
titude upon it, when they found the whole Story, from End to End, to have nothing 
more in it than Spite and Calumny. This fell out fo contrary to Expe£fcation, that 
Jefus ordered the clearing of the Place of all but the Senators; for the Bufinefs they 
were about was not to be done, he faid, in fuch a Hurry and Confufion : The People 
crying out on the other Side, that they were refolved, whatever came of it, not to 
leave Jofeph alone with them. While they were ia the Heat of this Clamour, in 
came a Mcfllnger, and whifpered Jonathan in the Ear, that John would be with him 
immediately with his Party : So that Jonathan, upon this Encouragement, breaking 
out into a moft providential Impatience, (for I had certainly been loft elfe,) «* Good 
*' Men of Tiberias, fays he, do not imagine that I would have Jofeph puniflied for 
** the Bufinefs of the Gold, but for opprelling and impoHng upon the filly Multitude, 
** in the tyrannical AfFediation and Excrcife of an arbitrary Power." At that Word, 
certain Bravoes, that were of the Plot, fct upon me; and had undoubtedly dedroycd 
me, if my Friends there upon the Place had not imttiediately drawn and kept them 
off. The common People, at the fame time, alfo threatning Jonathan to ftonc him : 
So that betwixt them both, I was refcued for that Bout, out of the Hands of my E- 
nemies. Upon my withdrawing to make my Efcapc, whom (hould I meet upon the 
Way, but John with his Troops, upon their March to the Affiftance of Jonathan*? 
The Surprife ftartled me, but I made a (hift however to give them the Slip, by a Bye- 
way, and get to the Lake, where I prefently took Boat, and away to Taricheae^ A 
DeliveranQe beyond all Expcdlation. 

The firft Thing I did after my Arrival, was, to call a Council of the chief Men of * 
the Province, and give them the Hiftory of the barbarous Treatment I had received 
from Jonathan, and the Tiberians, contrary to common Faith, Humanity, and Juf- 
ticc. This put the whole Multitude of the Galileans into fuch a Fury, that nothing 
would ferve them, but immediately to declare War igainft John, Jonathan, and their 
Companions, and utterly to confound them: Which they themfelves, they faid, would 
undertake for, if they might but have leave to enter upon the Work. I did what I 
could by fair Means, towards the compofing of this impetuous Humour; adviiing 
them for the prefcnt, rather to refpite the Matter a-while, till we might fee what our 
Deputies had done at Jerufilem ; for there was no Refolution to be taken without their 
Approbation. With thefc Words they were pacified ; and John, after another BaiRe, 
went his Way back again to Gifchala. 

Some fcv/ Days after this, our Deputies brought us this Account from Jerufalem, 
that the Government there was mightily offended with Ananus, and Simon the Son 
of Gamaliel, for prefuming, without any public Authority, to fend their Agents to 
renvove me from my Government of Galilee ; and that the Commons were fo incenfed 
at this Proceeding, that they had much ado to keep them from fetting fire to their 
Houfes. They brought Letters alfo, by which the head Men of Jerufalem, with the 

Authority 
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Authority and Confent of the People, confirmed me in my Government, and com- 
manded John and bis Affociatcs inftantly, upon the Notice of that Order, to depart 
the Place. Upon the Receipt of ihefe Letters, I went to Arbela, where I had ap- 
pointed an Aflcmbly of the Galileans; at which Meeting my Deputies made a Report 
of what paffcd at Jerufalem; how heinoufly they refenied the Infolencies of Jonathan; 
and thereupon fcnt me a Commiffion, ratified, for the Government of that Province; 
with a Command to Jonathan and his People immediately to quit their Pretences, 
This Order was fcnt them accordingly, with an Exprefs Charge to the Bearer of it, to 
obferve their Countenances upon the Delivery of the Meflage. The Surprife of this 
Letter put them to fuch a Plunge, that they prefently dillcd a Cabinet to advife what 
was to be done : John himfclf, and the chief Men of Tiberias and Gabara, being of 
the Council. The Tiberians were for their keeping the Power ftill in their own 
Hands, and. not to abandon a People that had delivered thcmfelves up to their Protec- 
tion : Efpccially againft an Enemy that threatened them with an Invafion, as they 
falfely,and malicioally pretended I had done. John was of the fame Opinion, with 
this Addition, that they (hould fend two of their Deputies to Jerufalem, with a 
Charge of Male-Adminiftration againft me. Which, betwixt the Credit of the Ac- 
cufers, and the variable Humour of the Men they had to do withal, could not fail, 
he faid, of making an Imprcflion upon the common People. The Thing, in fine, 
was agreed upon, and fo they fent Jonathan and Ananias foon after to Jerufalem, upon 
the Commiffion, with a Guard of a hundred Suldiers for their fafe Paffage; the other 
two ftaying behind at Tiberias. The Tiberians fell to work immediately upon repair** 
'^ ing the Walls; betook tht-mfclves to their Arms, and fent for John's Troops, which 
^ were then at Gifchala in a confiderable B9dy, to be within Diftance of affifting them 
againft me, if there fliould be any Occafion. 

Jonathan and his People being now upon their March, and advanced as far as Daba- 
^ ritta, (a large Plain upon the Borders of Galilee) fell about Midnight into a Party of 
my Out-Guard<5, who took away their Arms, and kept them Prifoncrs upon the Place, 
according to my O^der. Levi, that commanded the Party, gave me Notice of the 
Encounter, which for fome two Days I made no Words of; but fent Meffengers to 
Tiberias, to advife the People to lay down their Arms; who fcnt me only Ribaldry 
and foul Langii ige back for Anfwer, in confidence that Jonathan was by this Time 
gotten to Jcrufilem. This coarfe Ufagc did not at all difcourage me from making a 
farther Attempt upon it by Art and Stratagem: Fori would -not for the World have 
made myfelf the Ring-leader of a civil War. It came into my Head, to try if I could 
inveigle them out of ibe Town: And fo I took to the Number of fome 10,000 choice 
Men, and divided them into three Bodies: Part of them I planted privately in Dora: 
A thoufand of them in another Village upon the Mountains, fome four Stadia from 
Tiberias, with Of.icrs to be ready upon the firft Signal to make a Sally. Upon this, 
I fticwcd myftlf out of the Village within fight of the Tiberians, who prefently made 
toward me with the uimoft Scorns and Reproaches ima^jnable.. Nay, fo extravagant 
was their infolcnt Vanity, that they had provided a Mock-Funeral for me in Derifion, 
and with a faniaitical Pomp of Solemnity, expofed my Body in the Field, with my 
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Mourners about me. But it was my Bufincfs to fce» and fay nothing, and to Teavc 
rhem to the Fate of their own Folly, , I had a great Mind all this while, to get Si- 
mon and Joazar into my Hands; and the beft Way I could think of for the gaining of 
my Point, was to try if I could decoy them and their Friends out of the Town, with 
what Troops they themfelvcs thought fit for their own Security, under the Pretence of 
an Expedient I had thought of for the adjufting of all Differences, by fharing the Admi- 
niftration among us. Joazar that was crafty and fufpicious, kept himfelf at a Didance 
for fear of a Trick i but Simon being weak and covetous, fwallowed the Bait, and 
came over to me at firft Word with his Friends and his Guards about him. I received 
him with all becoming Rtfpedls and Acknowledgments, for the Honour he had done 
me; and upon walking and difcourfing together a pretty while,I made it my Bufinefsto 
draw him off a little farther from his Company, as if it had been only to be a little more 
private, when all on a fudden I took him up by the Middle, and finding him away by 
fafe Hands to the next Village, I gave the Signal at the fame Time for my Men to 
come out to me, and fo marched away with them diredtly for Tiberias. We had a 
very (harp Encounter by the Way, and the Enemy fought it fo hard, that I had the 
moft to do in the World to make by People (land their Ground. But in the End, 
however, with extreme Difficulty and Hazard, we forced the Tiberians into the Town. 
I had now fent another Party by the Way of the Lake, with Order to fet the firft Houfc 
on fire they could come at; which being done in this Nick of Time, the Tiberians 
giving it for granted, that the City was taken by Force, threw down their Arms, and 
with their Wives and Children caft thcmfcives at my Feet for Mercy, as a conquered 
People. Upon this Submili'ion, I put a flop to the Fury of the Soldiers, caufed a Re- 
treat to be founded, and it being now toward Evening, I withdrew to refrcfli myfelf, 
and fent for Simon to Supper with me; with this comfortable A flu ranee, that I would 
fee him fent fafe back to Jerufalcm, with all Neccflaries and Conveniences for his 
Journey. 

On the Day following, I marched into Tiberias with ten thoufand Men; called the 
Chief of the Town togcihcr into the public Place, cxannncd the Bufinefs of the Revolt, 
took the Ring-leaders into Cuflody, and fent them all Prifoners to Jotapata; fwing only 
Jonathan and his Companions, whom I fet at Liberty, with a Convoy of 500 Soldiers to 
condud: them to Jerufalcm, and an Allowance for the Expcnce of the Journey. The 
People of Tiberias came to me now a fecond Time Co beg my Pardon, with the moft 
folemn Afl'uranccs, that they would make amendsby their future Fidelity and Services, 
for what they bad hitherto done amils; defiring me withal, that the Pillage, which the 
Soldiers had taken, might be reftored to the right Owners. Hereupon, I gave order for 
the whule Booty to be forthwith brought in, and laid before me. The Soldiers^ I per- 
ceived, were not fo forward in it as I could have wiflied; infemuch, that obferving one 
of them finer than his Fellows, I put it to him, How he came by that Habit? The 
Man could not deny it to be Part of the Plunder, and fo I caufed him to be foundly cud- 
geled for detaining it, with the xMenace of a greater Severity upon any Man that (hould 
afterward prefume to withhold any Part of what he had taken. Upon this, the whole 
Booty was brought in, and every Man, as far as poiTible, had his own again. 
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I muft not pafs over this Subjea and Occafion, without taking notice of fome noto^ 

rious Falfities, impofed upon the World, and tranfmitted to Poltcrity, by Juftus, and 

certain other Writers that have had the handling of this Argument : Some out of Fa^ 

vour, others out of Ill-will, mifreprcfenting the Truth of Things, and thereby turning 

Hiftory into the worft of Forgeries, in regard both of the Quality and Impunity of the 

Crime* Now Juftus taking upon him to deliver an Hiftorical Account of that War, 

hath launched out into a great many extravagant Falfities, not only to my Dilhonour, 

but he has not fpare'd his own Country neither, but values himfclf upon thofe inven-- 

tions, as the Ornaraents^ of his Story. So that I am forced, in my own Defence, to 

lay him open, by a DifcoveVy of certain Privacies to the World, which I had hitherto 

coilcealed. And let it not be wondered at, after all, that I have put it off fo long ; for 

though I look upon Truth to be peculiarly the Province and the Duty of an Hiftorian, 

there may be yet fome bitter Truths themfelves, which a grave and a modcft Author 

will make fome DifHculty to mention even in the Cafe of the worft of Men ; not for 

their Sakes, but for the Dignity of his ProfefTion and Office. But to come to my Point. 

«< Say. Juftus, thou that art the greateft Pretender of all Men living, to the good Faith 

^< of a candid Author; How was it poflible for me and the Galileans to be the Caufe of 

<' the Revolt of thy Countrymen from their Prince, and from the Roman Empire, when 

^< you yourfelf, Juftus, and your Tiberians, had already made War upon the Decapoli-* 

** tans in Syria, and burnt their Vtliagea ? By the Token that one of your own Servants 

«< fell in the Aflion ; and all this before ever 1 received my Commiflion from Jerofalem for 

^« the Government of Galilee? And I do not deliver this barely upon my own Credit net- 

^* ther, but refer the Reader, for his better Satisfa^on, to the Memorials and Records of the 

V Emperor Vefpafian : Wherein it will appear, that while he was at Ptolemais, the Peo« 

^< pie of Decapolis were ftill prefling him with reftlefs Importunities to do them Juftice 

^' upon you, as the principal Promoter of all their Troubles ; which he had undoubted- 

*^ ly done, if King Agrippa, to whom the Care of the Execution was committed, had 

/^ not given you your Life upon the Mediation of his Sifter Berenice : And this Pardon 

<< did not yet hinder, but that you were ftill kept in Prifon a long Time after. Befides 

<< that, the whole Courfe of your Life was all of a piece, as may be feen in your fol- 

'« lowing Practices; for I fhall make it as clear as the Sun, that it was upon your Tarn- 

«' pering and Inftigation, that your People brake out into a Rebellion againft the Romans. 

I muft now give the Reader to underftand, that neither you yourfelf, nor the reft of 

the'Tiberians, were ever feithful, cither to your King, or to the Emperor. 

" The two faireft Cities of Galilee, are Sepphoris and Tiberias ; the latter, the Place 

*• cf your Birth, Juftus, the former fcated in the Middle of the Province, with feveral 

<' Villages depending upon it j and the People fo true to their Mafters, that they did 

'< not only refufe me Entrance into the Place; but by a public Edidt prohibited all their 

«« Citizens from bearing Arms for the Jews. And for their better Security, they tricked 

*♦ me into a Promife to wall in their Town for them; which I had no fooncr done, but 

«« they turned me off with Contempt for my Pains; fuboiitting alfo at the fame Time, 

without any Difficulty, to a Roman Garrifon under Ceftius Gallus, who was then Go* 

vernor of Syria ; and this at a Seafon toOf when 1 had the whole Neighbourhood in 

awe. Nay, fo tender were they of giving the leaft Colour for a Sufpicion of their 

breaking Faith with the Romans, that when the Temple of Jerufalem was befieged, 

'* Md the common Caufe and Intereft of our Nation at ftake upon that Adtion, they 

.«« would not fo much as contribute in any fort to their Relieft But, Juftus, for your 
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Country^ confidering the Situation of it ; as it ftands upon the Border of the Lake of 
Gennefareth, lome thirty Stadia from Hippos, fixty from Gadara, and a hundred and 
twenty from Scythopolis ; Places under the King's Allegiance, and none of the Jews 
Garrifons thereabouts ; (over and above that, they wanted neither Men nor Arms:) 
What fliould hinder you now, with all thefe Advantages on your Side, from difcbarg- 
ing your Duty to the Romans, if you had a mind to it ? Or fuppofing the Matter to 
be as you fay, and that, in Truth, I was at that Time in fome meafure the Caufe 
«« of the War : Who was to blame afterward, I befeech you ? For you know very well, 
^* that the Romans had gotten me into their Power before the Siege was laid to Jeru« 
^* falem : Jotapata, and divers other Caftles, taken by AfTault, and great Numbers of 
*' the Galileans cut off upon leveral Encounters. Now if it be true, as yoo fi^pft^ 
" that the War was altogether againft your Will ; and that you were driven upon it by 
'* Force, how came it to pafs, that you did not lay down your Arms, and cait yourfelf 
** at the Feet of your Prince, and of the Romans, when that pretended Ncceflity was 
** over ? For you were now out of danger of any Hurt that I could do you. But you 
•' were ftill upon the Humour of ftanding it out, 'till Vcfpafian was advanced with his 
** Army up to your very Walls; and it was then high Time for you to call for Quarter, 
'*< when you found yourfelf certainly ruined without it. And that Submiilion would not 
^* have ferved your Turn neither, without the Interctflion of the King to Vtfpafian, on 
" your Behalf; for the City had been razed to the very Ground, if he had not obtained 
•' the Emperor's Pardon for your Madnefs and Folly : So that your Enmity to the Ro- 
" mans was purely out of the Malice of your own Heart, without any Fault of mine. 
" How many Times have I protected you, and had you at Mercy, without fpilling fo 
" much as one Drop of your Blood ? Whereas it is notorioufly known, that in the Rage 
•• of your inteftine Broils; not in the King's Caufe, nor in the Romans, but out of a Spirit 
** of Animofity and Rancour one againfl another, you put to death no lefs than a hun- 
^* dred eighty-five Citizens at a Time, when I was blocked up in Jotapata. Well ! And 
" were there not 2000 Tiberians killed and taken at Jerufalcm ? Were you no Enemy, 
•• do you think, becaufe you were at that Time with the King ? Not out of Love or 
** Duty; but becaufe I frighted you thither. If you will needs have me to be an ill 
•** Man, pray what was Juitus then ? A Wretch that Vcfpalian pronounced a Sentence of 
" Death upon, though the Execution of it was afterwards remitted by King Agrippa; 
«* twice a Prifoner, as often an Exile ; once redeemed from the very Gibbet, upon (he 
•« Mediation of Berenice the Emperor's Sifter ; and finally, after all this, fo faUe to the 
«« Truft of a Secretary, which he had the Honour to have conferred upon him, that his 
*« Mafter banifhed him his Court and his Prcfcnce for ever. But Juftus, without raking 
•* any further into your Mifdemeanors, I cannot futficiently admire the Impudence of 
•* your fctting up for the moft perfect and exadt Hiftorian of this War, to the Difparage- 
" ment of all others ; when eflfeaually, you are but a mere Stranger to the whole 
•« Matter, even to what has paffed in Galilee itfelf ; foi in the Time of that AAion, you 
•• were with the King at Berytus : And fo for the Siege of Jotapata, how was it poilible 
^* for you to make any Report of my Behaviour in that Adventure, when there was not 
^* one Man Itft alive but myfclf to tell you the Story? Or you will fay, perhaps, that 
•* the Relation you have given of what paffed at Jerulalem, may be more corredh Bui 
•* it is a Thing hardly to be imagined, that you, who were neither perfonally in the 
«« Adtion, nor ever fo much as read Vefpafian*s Commentaries upon that Part of the War, 
^' /houldbe fo well informed in the Story, Now I lake for granted that yoo never read 
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^' Vefpafian^ for there are feveral Cafes wherein you do point-blank contradift him : But 
•' if you arp really Co vain, as to fancy to yourfelf that you have in this Relation out-done 
<< all Mankind ; how came it that v/c were not blciS^d with the Sight ot this admirable 
<« Piece, while Vcfpafian or Titus, the Generals thcmfelves, were yet living ? Or in the 
«« Days of Agrippa and his Relations, who were all great Mafters and Critics in the 
" Greek Tongue ? What was this Hiftory of yours kept fo long in the Dark for, (for it 
<« had been now finiflied a matter of twenty Years) when you might have had fo many 
«* Living and Eye-witncffcs of the Fadl, to vouch for the good Faith and Credit of 
«* the Work ? Why was it fupprcffcd thus long I fay, and now publiflied at laft ? But 
^« that you durft not ftand the Tcft and Cenfure of the World, while fo many People 
" were yet alive that were able to difprove you. Now I went quite another way to 
^' work with my Papers, and put them into the Hands of the Emperors ihemfelves, 
'* that had the Government of the War ; and this, while all the Particulars of it were 
<< ftill freOi in every body's Memory : My Confcience, in fine» acquitting me, that I 
<' delivered the Truth without adding or dimini(hing; upon which Account, my 
** Writings have received as favourable an Acceptance in the World as I could defire : 
" Thefe Memorials I communicated to feveral Perfons one after another, that had 
** borne a Part in the W^r ; as King Agrippa for one, and fome certain Relations of 
«' his. Nay, Titus himfclf gave fuch a Tcftimony in Approbation of this Hiftory of 
'< mine, that he recommended it to the World as an authentical Record ; and by an 
*< Order under his own Hand, adigned it a Place in his Library. King Agrippa was 
*« fo pleafed with the Integrity and Candour of it, that he wrote me fixty-two 
'< Letters in Confirmation of the Credit of it ; two of them I have here fubjoined, .to 
«' the End, Juftus, that the Matter may be allowed to fpeak for itfelf. 

KiNg Agrippa, to his deareft Friend Jofeph, Greeting. 

" T Have read your Book with very great Delight, and look upon it to be the moft 
" JL pertinent and exact Account of any I have yet fecn. Pray fend me the Remainder; 
*« and fo I bid you Farewel, my dear Friend." 

King Agrippa, to Jofeph, his deareft Friend^ Health. 

" T T PON the Perufal of your Writings, I perceive you have little need of any 
" \^ Thing further that I can tell you ; only when we meet next, I may perhaps 
'* fuggeft fome certain PafTages to your Con (ideration that have efcaped your Knowledge." 

This was the Teftimony that King Agrippa gave to the Truth of my Hiftory 5 not out 
of Flattery, for that was below him \ nor in a way of Mockery or Merriment, for he 
was a Man of too much Honour and good Faith, to be guilty of fo ill-natured a Levity ; 
but purely out of a Defire to recommend the Candour and Authority of my Writings to 
Pofterity, upon the Credit of fo authentic a Certificate. 

This is all I have to fay to Juftus, and it is no more than what I found abfolutely ne* 
ccffary in my own Defence \ fo that I (hall now return to my Text again, where I 
brake off. • 

After the quieting of Tiberias, I called a Council of my Friends, to advife with upon 
the Bafineis of Johp^ and what Courfe to be taken with him. They were all of Opinion 
for drawing the whole Strength of Galilee into a Body, and falling upon him, as the 
prioQpal Head and Author of the whole Broil and Confufion* But my Judgment was 
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Utterly againft the taking of (b barbarous a Revenge; and rather to make Trial of fome 
other Way for compofing the Tumult without Blood. Upon bethinking myfclf, this 
Expedient came into my Head. I gave Order for an exadt Lift to be procured of the 
whole Fa(^ion ; and having gotten the Names of the moft confiderable Men of John's 
Party, I publifhed an Adt of Amnefty to all that (hould come in within twenty Days^ 
and laying down their Arms, return to their Duty j with an Aflurance of Indemnity for 
what was paft, upon their Compliance with this Edidt; but for thofe that (hould ftand 
out beyond that Time, they were to cxpedl all the Extremities of Fire, Sword, and 
Pillage. This was an Invitation as well as a Menace, and wrought fo cfFcdtualJy upon 
John's Followers, as well by Fear, as otherwife, that four thoufand of them threw dowa 
their Arms immediately, and came over to me ; only his FelIow*citizens of Gifchala ftaid 
behind, and fifteen hundred Mercenaries of Tyre. This Way of Proceeding kept John 
under fuch an Awe, that he durft not (hew his Head after it out of his own Country. 

Sepphoris was a well walled Town, and the Inhabitants a fturdy fort of People : So 
that betwixt their Confidence in the Strength of the Place, and the Thought of my 
having my Hands full elfewhere, they laid hold of this Opportunity to betake them- 
felves to their Arms; fending to Ceftius Gallus, who was then Governor ot Syria, 
cither to come prefently, and take Pofleflion of the City hlmfelf, or to put in a Garri- 
fon fufiicient to protect them. Gallus fent them Word back again, that he would 
come, but not when. Upon the Intelligence of what had pafled betwixt them, I 
marched dircftly up to the Place, and attacked, and carried it. The Galileans were 
willing to improve this Advantage, and reckoning upon it that the Time was nowcoD}e 
for the taking of a thorough Revenge upon the Scpphorites, whom they mortally hated, 
they took up an outrageous Refolution of deftroying both Men and City in one com- 
mon Ruin. The People had quitted their Habitations, and withdrawn into the Caftlc 
for Protecftion ; while the Soldiers fet fire to the empty Houfes, pillaging and rifling 
whatever they could lay Hand on, without any Diftinftion, whether Friends, Kindred, 
or Strangers. It wounded me to the Heart to fee thefe barbarous Violences; infomuch 
that I called out to the Soldiers to give over for (hame, that inhuman unnatural Way 
of Proceeding againft Men of their own Tribe and Profeflion. At this rate, I went on 
doing all I could, both bylntreaty, and by Authority, to reclaim them; but when I 
found their Fury fo implacable, that neither the one nor the other would work upon 
them, I betook myfelf to this Stratagem. I gave it in Charge to fome of my particular 
Friends, to get a Report put about, as if the Romans had entered the Town on the 
other Side with a mighty Army: for I fancied to myfelf that fuch a Rumour might 
turn the Thoughts of the Galileans another Way, and fo preferve the City. This In- 
vention fucceeded to my Wi(h ; for the Alarm of an Affault frighted the Galileans pre- 
fently from their Plunder, to ftiift for themfclves; and their Apprehenfion was fomuch 
the greater, when they faw that I myfelf ran away too for Company. 

By this means Sepphoris was delivered beyond all Expectation ; and Tiberias after- 
ward cfcaped every Jot as naf rowly as the other. Some of the chief Senators and 
Citizens of the Place applied themfelves by Letter to the King, that he would do them 
the Plonour to come thither in Perfon, and take them and the City into his royal Pro* ' 
tedtion ; who fent them word in Writing, that he would be with them out of hand; 
and fo difpatched away one Crifpus, a Jew by Extradtioify and a Gentleman of his 
£ed<chamber, with his Anfwer. The Galileans had the Hap to meet Crifpus opoa 
tbp Way, and knowing the Perfon of the Man, took him into Cuftody^ and Brought 
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hioi over to me to be examined. So foon as ever they came to underftand the Con- 
tents of his Letters, and the Bufinefs he was going about, the whole Multitude imme- 
diately betook themfclves to their Arms. I was at that Time at Afoch, where I was 
importuned next Morning by a prodigious Rabble of People, gathered together from 
all Quarters, with Clamours and Outcries, that the Tiberians were all Tray tors, and 
of the King's Faftion. They were, in fliort, fo furious, that nothing lefs than the 
demolishing of the City, and my giving way to it, would quiet them. The Tibe- 
rians, they faid, were as bad, if not worfe, than the very Sepphoritcs. The Madncft 
of the People, I found was implacable; and as there was no Good to be done upon 
them by Reafon, fo they were too many to be dealt withal by Force. As for the 
Letters, and the Subjeft Matter of them, there was no denying, or palliating of any 
Thing ; for the King's Anfwer cleared all. After I had been a good while turning my 
Thoughts from one Thing to another, and contriving which way the People might be 
fairly brought to their Wits again, and the Place preferved : it came into my Head, at 
laft, to take a middle Courfe betwixt oppofing and complying with them ; and fo I 
reafoned the Cafe with them after this Manner. •* The Tiberians, faid I, are mightily 
<« to blame, and you (hall have my Confent with all my Heart, to make them fmart 
«« for it, provided you do nothing hand over head; for upon a farther Scrutiny, you will 
•* find a F^idtion among the noble Galileans as deep in this Plot upon your Liberties, as 
" the Tiberians themfclves. And therefore I am clearly for a little Patience, 'till you 
«« can get a thorough Difcovery of your Enemies; and then when you have them all in 
•« the Toil together, you may deal with them according to their Deferts." The Mul- 
titude was lb well fatisfied with the Fairnefs of the Propofal, that they difperfed 
upon it, without any more Noife, and went their Way in Peace. 

The King's Meflenger being all this whik in Prifon, I made a Pretence, fome few 
Days after, of a little Bufinefs that called me out ot Town ; and, in the mean whjje, I 
fent privately forCrifpus, and put it in his Head to fuddle his Keeper, and to try if he 
could give him the flip, and make his Efcapc away to the King. This was the fccond 
Time that Tiberias was favcd from utter Rnin by my Means. 

While Matters were in this State, Jufius, the Son of Piftus, ftole away to the King. 
I knew nothing of his going; and the true Reafon of it was this. Upon the breaking, 
out of the Jewifli War, the Tiberians had refolved with themfelves to ftand firm- to the 
King and the Ronfians. Juftus, on the other Hand, debauched them into a Revolt^ 
in the Hope and Profpefl of playing bis own Game in the Hurry of thofe Confufions>. 
and making himfelf Mafter of the Government : But the Projcd: did not work his 
Way, for the Galileans had contradled fuch an Averfion to the Tiberians for the Af- 
,» fronts they had put upon them before the War, that they would never fufFer Juftus to 
^ttablifh himfelf in his Pretcnfions; and truly I myfelf, when the People of Jerufalcixv 
had put me into the Government of Galilee, was many Times provoked to fuch a 
Degree by the wicked Pradlices of this lewd Man, that I had very much ado to for* 
bear putting hini to Extremities. Juftus was fo well aware of the Danger he was in,, 
that lor fear of the worft, and not knowing how far Paffion and Affronts might tran- 
Ijport a Man under my Circumftances, he thought it his heft and fafeft Courfe to with<- 
waw, and betp^e himfelf to the King, 

The late Deliverance of the Sepphorites was little lefs than miraculous; and- yet the 
Danger was nt> iboner over, but they Kent once again to Ceftius Gallus, either to ceAr 
away immediately himfelf^ and take PoBcSioik ^ the Town^ or die to furnifii: thdin 
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with a Force fufficient to fecure it againfl: the Inroads of the Enemy. Upon their Im« 
portunities, Gallus ordered them a coniiderable Body of Horfe and Foot^ which the? 
received into the City by Night. The Roman Horfe made fuch Havo«k up and dow^ 
every where,/ that I was fain to draw my Men to a Rendezvous near Garizim, and (faei^ 
I encamped^ about twenty Furlongs from Sepphoris. In the dead of the Night i 
I gave an Aflault to the Walls of the Town, which my Men mounted, and took ?(£• 
feffion of them : So that we were for a-while Maftcrs of a good Part of the City; but 
for want of knowing the Streets and Paflages, we were forced to quit what we had 
gotten, without purfuing the Advantage any farther, than the killing of twelve of the 
Roman Foot ; two of their Horfe, and fome few of the Sepphorites, with the LoTsodIj 
of one Man on our Side. Soon after this, we had a (harp Encounter with the Romaa 
Horfe^ and fought it very bravely for a long Time, 'till coming in the End to be over- 
borne with Numbers, and furrounded by the Enemy, and myfelf in the Middle of 
them, my Men were forced to give way in the Hurry of that Confufion. In thii 
Adlion I loft Juftus, one of my Guards, and formerly one of the King's. 

There came, at the fame Time, a Body, of the King's Horfe and Foot, under die 
Command of Silas, the Captain of his Guards, who encamped within about fiie 
Furlongs from Julias, having pofted ftrong Parties at all the Avenues that led to Caait 
and the Caftle of Gamala, to cut off all Relief. Upon this, I fent out Jeremiah at 
the Head of 2000 Men to the Bank of the River Jordan, about a Furlong from Jo&fc 
where there paffed only fome flight Skirmilhes, till I joined them with 3000 mote 
myfelf. On the Day following, after planting a ftrong Ambufh in a Bottom, at aam- 
venient Diftance from the Enemy, I proffered the King's Troops Battle, with Orders 
to my Men, to turn their Back upon the firft Charge, and fo to fly before the Ene- 
my till they had drawn them within reach of the Ambufcade. This was done accord- 
ingly ; and Silas taking it for a Rout in earneft, followed us fo far, that the AmbuOi 
fell npon his Rear, and put the King's Troops in fo great a Difbrder, that upon 
my facing about, and charging them in the Front, they were fo abfolutely broken, 
that if it had not been for one fpiteful unlucky Accident, it had been the cleareft 
Viiftory under the Sun; but my Horfe coming over with me in a Bogg, the Fall put 
my Wrift out of Joint: So that I was forced to be carried off to Cepharnomc, i 
Village near at hand there, for Relief. Upon this Difafter, my People fearing the 
Matter might be worfe with me than in Truth it Wfl», gave over the Purfuit, and 
applied themfelves wholly to provide Surgeons and Phyficians for me. After one 
Day's Stay there, and falling into a Fever too, I was removed that Night, by the 
Dodtor's Advice, to Tarichese. Upon the Intelligence of this Misfortune^ Silas and 
the King's Friends took heart again, and hearing that our Out-guards were . loofe and. 
carelcfs, they fent away a Troop of Horfe Privately Jpfcyond Jordan to lie in wait 
there for the Opportunity of a ^rprife, daring us out early the next Morning to come 
to a Battle. My People accepted tp^e Challenge; but upon drawing *out to fight theno^ 
they fell into this Ambu(h of the Enemy's Horfe, by whom they were charged^ 
routed, and put to flight, with the Lofs only of fix of our Men; who, upon Infor- 
mation of fome Troops we had that were pafling by the Way of the Lake from Tari- 
chtae to Julias, went prefently off again, without daring to purfue the Vi^oiy any 
farther. 
* Vclpafian came a-while after tbli» to T^gfh wicbKlfIg Agripptia his Company; wheif 



he wa^ entertained with the noft vinilont uli||i6$ <tf gxc&fpations of the People agaiiiQ:. 
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' their King that could be imagined. He was an Enemy and a Traitor, they faid, both 
to the Tyrians and Romans, and that it was by his treacherous Order and Command, 
that his General Philip delivered up both the Royal Palace at Jerufalem, Md the Ro- 
man Garrifon there. Vefpafian gave the Tyrians a feverc Check for the Sapcinefs of fo 
audacious a Calumny upon a crowned Head, and a Friend to the Romans ; but advifcd 
Agrippa however, for Quietnefs fake, to fend Philip to Rome, to clear himfelf to the 
Emperor, and he went accordingly upon that Dcfign ; but finding Nero in a mifcrable 
Diftrefs by reafon of his civil War, he went his way back again to Agrippa, without 
Teeing the Face of the Emperor. 

Not long after this, upon Vefpafian's coming to Ptolemais, the Governors of Deca- 
polis came thronging to him, with grievous Complaints again ft Juftus for burning 
their Country ; who delivered him up to Agrippa, to have him feverely puniftied for 
the Injuries done his Subjedls. The King, upon this, made him a Prifonerj, without 
ever confulting the Emperor in the Matter, as is faid heretofore. 

The Sepphorites went out to attend Vefpafian upon the Way, and received a Garrifon 
from him of his Appoincment, and Placidus for their Governor, who was the Man I 
had to do withal, till the Emperor came into Galilee himfelf: But as to what concerns 
the Story, and the Manner of his coming; my Retreat to Jotapata, after the firft Ea- 
counter I had at Tar chcae; what I did in defence of the Place; how I came after a 
long Siege to be taken Prifonerj how afterwards to be fet at liberty again; and how 
1 behaved myfelf, in fine, throughout the whole Courfe of the Jewifh War; thefe arc 
Points that I have handled fo very particularly in that Story, that there remains little 
more to be added upon this Subjedl, than fome few Privacies of my own Life. 

Upon the Romans reducing Jotapata, in which ASion I was taken Prifoner; I was 
under a ftridt Guard, but received great Refpedl from Vefpafian; upon whole Perfua- 
fion I took to Wife a certain Virgin of Caefarea, who was at that Time a Prifoner. 
She and I did not livelong together; but upon my being fet at Liberty, and entering 
myfelf in the Train of Vefpafian, who was then going to Alexandria, (lie left me> 
and went her way. I married another Wife after this at Alexandria, from whence I 
was fent with Titus to Jerufalem, where my Life was feveral Ways, and upon feveral 
Occaiions, in danger; the Jews lying in wait to deftroy me on the one hand, and^he 
Romans oh the other: For when any thing went amifs with them, all Mifcarriages 
were ftill laid at my door, and the Emperor could never be quiet for the Clamours of 
the People, to have the Traitor (meaning myfelf) taken out of the way. But Titus 
(who waB now declared Emperor) was too well read in the Humours of Men, and in 
the Chances of War, f6 give any heed to the clamorous Importunities of an impetu- 
ous Multitude: Infomuch that after the very facking of the City, he was fo generous, 
as many and many a Time to offer me my Choice of whatever I had a mind to out of 
the general Ruins; and for a Word fpeakyig, I (hould have it. But alas! in the Ca- 
lamity of that inconfolable Lofs and Delblanon, I could find nothing worth my afking, 
but the Liberty of tny Countrymen and Friends^ and the Pofleirion of the Holy Bible 
In my Cuftody, which was immediately granted me with all the Franknefs imaginable: 
My Brother, with about fifty of my Acquaintance being pardoned, and difcharged 
foon after, at my Rtqucft. With the Emperor's Leave, I went after this into the 
Temple, where I founds (hut up, a vaft Multitude of Women and Children; and 
among the r^ft> to the Number of about a hundred and. ninety Perfons of my Fami«' 
t '^ liars 
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liars and Friends, who, upon my Mediation, were all abfolutely fet free, without Co 
much as any fort of Condition or Ranfom. 

I was then fent by Titus, with Cerealis and looo Horfc, to a Village called Thecoa, 
to take a View of the Situation and Difpofition of the Place for the forming of a Camp 
there. At my coming back, there werd a great many Prifoners cruci&ed upon the 
Way, and, among others, three Men with whom I had a Friendfliip of a long {land- 
ing. I was fo furprifed with. this wounding Spedlacle, that I went prefently, with 
Tears in my Eyes to Titus, and told hini the Story. He had no fooner heard it, but 
at the fame Inftant he ordered the Bodies to be taken down, and all poflible Means 
ufed for their Recovery. Two of them died under the Surgeon's Hand, and the third 
furvii^ed the Experiment. 

yiifilip Titus had fettled the Affairs of Judaia in a State of Order and Peace, he af- 
.fi|;ned me a Portion of Lands at a Diftance, in exchange for others I had in the Neigh- 
bouriiood of Jerufalem. This he did out of Kindnefs and Refpecft, for he knew it 
would be neither commodious nor profitable for me to have my Habitation in the Mid- 
dle of the Roman Trobps that were of Necellity to be quartered about Jerufalem, for 
the Security of the Province. The Emperor Vefpafian did me the Honour alfo, upon 
his return to Rome, to take me into the fame VelTcl with him, and, upon his Arrival 
there, he was pleafed to treat me after the moft favourable and gracious Manner that 
could be. In the firft Place, be made me free of the City, and then lodged me in the 
Palace, that he himfelf had lived in before he was Emperor. He fettled upon mt a 
yearly* Pen lion, and kept up his Bounty and Goodnefs to me at the fame Rate, (o 
long ^s he lived, which drew upon me the mortal Envy and Hatred of m.y own Na- 
tion. For therje was a certain Jew, Jonathan by Name, that got together a Rabble of 
fome 2 ooo Countrymen into an Uproar at Cyrene, but they were all deftroyed, and 
himfelf fent to the Emperor in Chains, by the Governor of the Province. This Jo- 
nathan fuggefted, that I had affifled him toward this Tumult, with Money and Arms; 
but Vefpafian, without giving any Credit to the Calumny, ordered his Head to be 
ftruck oflf. After this, there were feveral other falfc Pradiices and envious Subornations 
advanced againft me; but, by God's Providence, I efcaped them all; and had c 'xir 
Eftablifliment allotted me in Judea, by the Bounty of Vefpafian. About f^' '^-- \ 
my Wife and I could not agree. I did not like her Ways, and fo we p^i.ted, havl- 
had three Children by her, two of them dead, and only Hyrcanus living. After . 
Divorce, I took another Wife, by Birth a Candian, and by Profcfliion a Jew, a Wc 
man nobly born, and of a moft exemplary Honour and Virtue. She brought me two 
Sons: Juftus the Elder; and Simonldes, furnamed Agrippa, the other. Thus it ftood 
vi'ith me and my Family: Befides that, I was fo happy as to be ftill in favour with the 
Caifars. For after the Death of Vefpafian, Titus had the fame Kindnefs for me as his 
Father; and Domitian conferred upon me ftill greater Honours. He put to Death fe- 
veral Jews that were my Accuf^rs, and ordered an Eunuch Slave, that I made ufe of 
for my Son's Tutor, to be feverely puniftied for a falfe Information againft me. And 
which is yet a more honourable Mark of his Angular Goodnefs toward mc, he hath 
been pleafed to grant me the Privilege of an Exemption from all. Taxes and Duties for 
the Eftate that I am poflefled of in Jud^a. Neither have my Obligations been lefs in 
proportion to Domitia, the Wife of Caefar, than to the. Emperor himfelf. This is, io 
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